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Why study pharmacy?
Have you an interest in science and healthcare? If so,
then you need to consider Pharmacy as a career
option. Pharmacy is the study of the many features
of drugs; including their design, manufacture, formulation into a medicine and how they work in the body.
The pharmacy degree course also provides training
to ensure that medicines are used safely and rationally to improve the lives of patients. As drug experts,
pharmacists are vital members of the healthcare
team in both community and hospital settings. Qualified pharmacists are also invaluable in the pharmaceutical industry and in drug regulatory settings, such
as the Irish Medicines Board, to ensure that the drugs
and medicines available on the market are safe for
both humans and animals.
Career Opportunities
There are many and diverse career prospects for
pharmacists, both in Ireland and abroad. Career
opportunities include the healthcare sector, such as
community and hospital pharmacy; the pharmaceutical industry; medicines research and development,
and regulation and quality control. Other broad areas
such as pharmacy law, animal health, academia and
research are also open to graduates of pharmacy.

Programme Overview
UCC offers a four year Pharmacy (BPharm) degree
programme. It is important to note that upon completion of your BPharm degree, you must complete a
further year of practical training (the internship year)
before you can practice as a pharmacist. During your
four years of pharmacy study in UCC, you will receive
training in all aspects of the subject in preparation for
your pharmacy career. The School has a great mix of
people who study pharmacy, from school leavers, to
mature students to international students. The pharmacy degree is designed to integrate the subjects you
will study so that you can readily understand and
apply your knowledge of science and healthcare to
the drug treatment of patients. The degree also
provides you with the many general skills needed after
you qualify as a pharmacist, such as communication,
professionalism and life-long learning.
What will you be studying?
There are four main areas of study within the pharmacy
degree: Pharmaceutical and Medicinal Chemistry, Drug
Delivery, Drug Action in the Body and the Clinical and
Practice aspects of pharmacy. These subjects are
taught in every year of the pharmacy degree.
Pharmaceutical and Medicinal Chemistry concerns the
chemical aspects of pharmaceutical science, including
the initial design of a new drug, its manufacture, its
analysis to ensure it is of high quality for human or
veterinary use, drug stability, how the drug is metabolised in the body, and sourcing drugs from nature.
Once a drug has been designed and manufactured, it
must be incorporated into a form which is convenient
for the patient to take or use or for a clinician to
administer. This area of pharmacy is known a Drug
Delivery and concerns the design and manufacture
of medicines for humans and animals.

In order to understand how a drug behaves in the
body and how drugs act within the body, you will
study Pharmacology. Through this subject, you will
also understand why and how drugs produce sideeffects, how one drug can interfere with the action of
another drug, and the different classes of drugs available on the market.
Clinical Pharmacy and Pharmacy Practice concern the
interaction of the pharmacist with the patient in terms
of their medicines. Some of the subjects covered
include the role of pharmacy in healthcare and patient
education, pharmacy law and the response of the pharmacist to patient symptoms.
In addition to the four core pharmacy subjects above,
several other topics of relevance to pharmacy are also
taught They include Anatomy, Physiology, Microbiology, Biochemistry and Immunology. In the final year of
the BPharm degree, students also undertake a research
project in a pharmacy subject area of their choice.
Placements: An integral part of the BPharm degree
is the various clinical and non-clinical placements that
you undertake throughout every year of your studies.
You get the chance to gain hands-on experience in
community and hospital pharmacies, and in the pharmaceutical industry. In these settings, you can see
what you study in action. Such placements enhance
your understanding of the various pharmacy subjects
of the BPharm degree. Placements also help to guide
you as to the pharmacy career path you may wish to
take upon completion of your studies.
Postgraduate Opportunities in UCC
Opportunities for postgraduate studies are wide
ranging. The UCC School of Pharmacy offers cutting
edge research leading to MSc and PhD degrees in all
of the main subject areas of pharmacy. The School
has also established many research links with community and hospital pharmacies, the pharmaceutical
industry, and with other Schools of Pharmacy and
universities within Ireland and internationally.
To encourage life-long learning of practicing pharmacists, the School offers numerous short clinical and
industrial pharmacy courses. In addition, the School runs
a number of taught MSc courses in Clinical Pharmacy
and Pharmaceutical Technology and Quality Systems.

What are they doing now?
Sample of Recent Pharmacy graduates:
Jobs and Employers
Community pharmacist
Cork University Hospital
Pharmaceutical Assessor Irish Medicines Board, Dublin
Supervising Pharmacist
Blackpool Late Night Pharmacy,
Cork
PhD students
School of Pharmacy, UCC
Industrial pharmacist
Gilead Sciences, Cork

Graduate Profile:
James Casey, Community Pharmacist
I really savoured my time spent in Pharmacy in UCC.
The course is broad and varied, featuring laboratory
work and self-prepared presentations alongside the
traditional methods.
After being given a basic
grounding in the world of chemistry and drugs, the
emphasis shifts to preparation for practice as a pharmacist. There are many diverse opportunities upon
graduating, which make it an exceptional qualification
to have. We garnered work experience in community,
hospital and industry, so we were able to best decide
the sector of pharmacy that suited us best. I am now
working in a busy and vibrant community pharmacy
in Blackpool, Cork. The practical and social skills I
attained in UCC allow me to provide the best practice
and knowledge for the customers and patients in the
area. I will cherish all my memories from UCC and
continue to build new ones through the friendships I
forged in the Cavanagh Pharmacy Building.
Entry Requirements
Minimum HC3 in two subjects and passes in four
subjects at H or O level in the Leaving Certificate,
from Irish, English, Mathematics, Chemistry, one other
Science subject (Biology, Physics) and one other
subject recognised for entry purposes. Applicants
must have a minimum of a HC3 in Chemistry. In addition students must have the requisite points for entry
to a particular course.

