The Complete Guide
To Funding Your
Postgrad At UCC
STUDENT FINANCE 101

2

Student Finance 101

Contents
4

Welcome to UCC

6

Living & Studying In Cork

8

Postgraduate Degree Costs

9

Funding Your Postgraduate Course

15

Funding for International Students

16

Money Matters

20

Strike A Balance

23

Supporting You Through Your Postgrad Studies

24

How To Apply

The Complete Guide To Funding Your Postgrad

3

Welcome
to UCC
The next chapter
in your story starts
right here...
When you begin your journey at University College
Cork, you will belong to a vibrant and diverse
community of over 22,000 students from over 100
countries. You will become part of a global family which
is united by shared experiences, shared values and
shared ambition.
Here at UCC, we will empower and enable you to
observe and question, to discern and reflect, to analyse
and act, to enhance your potential and advance your
ambition! You will have your own individual goals,
dreams and hopes for your future and we will be here to
help you to achieve them.
Our postgraduate community is built on a foundation of
academic excellence. UCC is an environment where you
will form enduring professional and personal friendships
that will be integral to your intellectual development
and your future career.
We are here to tell you more about the postgraduate
finance options available to you at UCC and how we can
support your postgraduate experience. We are looking
forward to welcoming you to the next chapter in your
story and we hope that this booklet will help you to
make the right decision.
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Living & Studying
In Cork
Cork
UCC is based in Cork City in the County of Cork,
which is the southernmost county in the Republic of
Ireland. We have fantastic connections via rail, road
and air. The train station is only 15 minutes away by
bus from main campus (the number 205 will take
you straight there) and we are only a 15-minute drive
away from Cork International Airport.
Cork is a really compact, friendly, safe and secure
city to live in. It’s easy to find your way around and
easy to make friends. In fact, the locals are so friendly
that Cork was voted third friendliest city in the
world in 2018 (Source: Condé Nast Traveller). Unlike
students in some other university cities, most UCC
students can live within walking distance of each
other which really adds to the sense of community.
We know how important it is for you to find the right
accommodation, a place where you can feel safe and
at home. There are plenty of options to choose from,
most of which are located within walking distance of
campus or on a public bus route, and we are here to
support you every step of the way.

Our Campus
Originally established as Queen’s College Cork in
1845, UCC has a stunning campus with the River
Lee flowing through it. Here, old limestone buildings
blend seamlessly with amazing new modern, awardwinning architecture. Our main campus is set on 42
acres of wooded grounds and yet you can still walk
to Cork’s vibrant city centre in just 15 minutes! UCC
has three campuses: Main Campus, Western Campus
and North Mall Campus, which are all located within
a 15-minute walk of each other. In total, our campus
covers over 210 acres, including our sports pitches
In excess of €114m has been invested in campus
facilities over the last three years to deliver the best
learning experience possible.

Check out our University
College Cork 360° VR
campus experience
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Cost of Living in Cork
To give you an approximate idea of what is might cost to live in
Cork we have detailed various outgoings as follows:

Private Rentals

Student Accommodation

Ranging from approx. €450 to €650
per month

Ranging from approx. €6,000
to €10,000 per academic year

Cork has a vibrant rental market with
availability in both private rental and
purpose-built student accommodation.
Rental costs can vary according to location,
quality, and the amount of people you choose
to live with.

The average cost of apartment style student
accommodation is approx. €7,000 per
academic year. Prices for apartment style
accommodation may include utility bills
and a lease can last from 37 to 42 weeks.
Students are expected to pay their rent in 2
instalments for this type of accommodation.
Check out our student accommodation
options on our website:
•
•

UCC Student Accommodation
Accommodation

Utility Bills

Food

Approx. €65 per month

€200 per month

Utilities include bills such as internet access
(approx. €20*), electricity/gas (approx.
€35*), and bins (approx. €10*). It is, however,
reasonable to assume a bit of leeway here as
bills can vary across the city, with
different suppliers, usage, number
of people sharing the bills and can
depend on the condition and age
of the house.

We all have to eat, and students need to
factor in a food budget. You should put aside
at least €50 per week for a weekly grocery
shop. Make sure to eat plenty of brain food
(such as green veggies,
berries and fatty fish) to
supercharge your brainpower
during your studies!

*prices estimated are per month per student

Social Life & Entertainment

Transport

€157 per month

Can be as low as €0 per month

Nowadays our social life can be limited with
the ongoing pandemic, but we still enjoy some
form of social interaction, even if it is from
the comfort of your bedroom. Streaming sites
such as Netflix, Amazon Prime and Disney+
can be expensive and you could pay up to
€40 per month for such services. Factor
in Deliveroo (1 x €12.50 per week), online
shopping (€30 per month), phone credit
(€20 per month), Spotify
(€5 per month) and perhaps a
coffee a week at €3, you could
have expenses of up to €157
per month.

If you live in Cork city, then your daily
commuting costs to college will be very low.
With UCC being within 1km walking distance
to most accommodation complexes and to
the city, UCC’s location allows you to walk, run
or cycle to campus with ease. Zero cost, zero
carbon commuting. A win-win situation all
around!

The Complete Guide To Funding Your Postgrad
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Postgraduate Degree Costs

Fees for full-time and part-time courses include membership to the Mardyke Arena.
The arena has some fantastic facilities to offer, no matter what your sports interest
might be. You can also check out their short video on YouTube.

In the competitive international job market, a
postgraduate degree can be one of the biggest
advantages for students. Learning new skills,
improving job prospects, and forging the first steps
to a life-long career, hundreds of students are taking
up postgraduate studies at UCC every year. While
a postgraduate degree is a worthwhile investment
for the future, the financial cost can potentially be a
roadblock for some students.
Every postgraduate course has a tuition fee, including
research degrees. University fees are set each year.
You can view course fees for postgraduate courses
on the postgraduate course fee schedule for each
College on the UCC website.
If you’re an Irish, EU, EEA or Swiss national, the
average annual tuition fee for a master’s degree in
Ireland is between €4,000 and €10,000, although
this can vary significantly according to subject and
institution; a Business master’s degree may cost up
to €30,000, for example. It also depends whether the
postgraduate degree is a taught degree or research
degree. More details about the difference are
explained on our Graduate Studies Office site.
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A UCC Financial Payment Plan is available for Irish
& EU Postgraduate Students who are experiencing
financial difficulties. A Financial Payment Plan allows
for payment of fees over equal monthly instalments.
To see how that works, refer to the Finance Office’s
Payment Plan Details page.
Student’s fee eligibility criteria (EU or International/
Non-EU) decides what type of tuition fee you will pay.
When applying via our application portal, the system
will also guide you through the steps of determining
this (based on your residency, domicile, study history
etc.). For information on how fee status is determined
and for postgraduate course fee schedules for NonEU applicants, please check out the EU Fees, Non-EU
Fees or Free Fees Status page.
We recognise that these costs can be prohibitive
for some students and UCC aims to support its
postgraduate community by offering scholarships
and bursaries to the best and brightest prospective
and current students. Details of these scholarships
are detailed further in the Grants, Funds &
Scholarships section.

Funding Your Postgraduate
Course
The National University of Ireland (NUI) is a federal
university comprising the largest element of the Irish
university system and offers a variety of awards and
scholarships, including doctoral studentships.
If you are coming to Europe from outside the EU, be
aware that postgraduate research funding schemes
run by the Irish Research Council (IRC) are available
to both EU and Non-EU nationals.

Postgraduate Research Students
Did you know that UCC is one of the leading research
universities in Ireland?
At UCC our mission is to create, understand and
share knowledge and apply it for the good of
all. Our research has impact, where it matters. It
transforms lives. As an internationally competitive,
globally-focussed, research-led institution, we are a
leading university for research, discovery, innovation,
entrepreneurship and societal impact. In fact, we
rank #1 in Ireland for research income from Industry
sources. We have over 70 Research Centres and
Institutes, and we have received nine European
Research Council (ERC) awards to date!
Unlike students on taught programmes, most
postgraduate research students have secured funding
to pay for their fees and/or living expenses on a
competitive basis through a range of scholarships
and research funding programmes.
If you are planning to undertake a postgraduate
research qualification in UCC, ask your prospective
supervisor and their colleagues in the Department/
School in UCC if there are discipline-specific funding
opportunities available in their academic unit. Explore
a database of our academic staff, who may become
your supervisor.
It may also be possible to win funding through
external research funding programmes in many
organisations. In most cases, applications for
funding will be sought on a competitive basis by
your prospective supervisor on your behalf. An
applicant will develop a proposal, with the support
and guidance of the prospective supervisor and
the supervisor will submit the application for
consideration.

“Did you know that UCC is
one of the leading research
universities in Ireland?”

The organisations that offer postgraduate
research funding opportunities include, but are
not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Irish Research Council
Universities Ireland
Environmental Protection Agency
Teagasc
Irish Cancer Society
Science Foundation Ireland (SFI)
Bioinnovate Ireland
SPHeRE Programme (Structured Population and
Health-services Research Education)

Funding may also be available from private
companies and supported by schemes to incentivise
private investment in postgraduate research, such
as the Irish Research Council Employment-Based
Postgraduate Programme.

Irish Research Council
Employment-Based
Postgraduate Programme
Administered by the Irish Research Council, this
programme allows students to complete a research
project – through a research master’s degree or a
PhD – in collaboration with an Irish employment
partner. An employment partner could be a business,
charity, non-profit organisation or a public body
(you can see a list of previous awardees on the Irish
Research Council website). You’ll split your time
between this company and an Irish higher education
institution.
Under the terms of the Employment-Based
Postgraduate Programme, researchers will receive a
full salary during their studies. Your employer will be
expected to provide at least €8,000 per year towards
your salary and travel expenses, while the scholarship
will itself provide €24,000 per year, to contribute
towards your salary, tuition fees and research
expenses.
You can apply through the Irish Research Council’s
online portal.
Before beginning your application, you’ll need to
contact (and receive approval from) an Academic
Supervisor and an Employment Mentor, as well as two
referees. Find out more about the Employment-Based
Postgraduate Programme here.
There are a variety of other funding routes that
you can explore and we detail these further in the
following pages.
The Complete Guide To Funding Your Postgrad
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Grants, Funds & Scholarships
Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI)
Depending on your household income, your Irish,
EU, EEA, Swiss and/or UK nationality and residency
status you may qualify for either a postgraduate fee
contribution of €3,500 or a postgraduate fee grant
(up to a maximum of €6,270) towards the cost of
your fees. In order to receive the maximum funding,
students must meet the criteria for the Special Rate
of Grant. Postgraduate students who are eligible for
the postgraduate fee contribution of €3,500 are not
eligible to receive the maintenance grant. However,
students who are eligible for the postgraduate fee
grant are also entitled to the special rate maintenance
grant.
The reference period for assessment of income
for the academic year 2021/22 is the reckonable
household income earned in 2020. If your financial
situation has changed due to COVID-19, you
may indicate a change of circumstances in your
application. To check your eligibility and get more
details, see SUSI.ie.
Back to Education Allowance (BTEA)
It is possible to avail of the Back to Education
Allowance (BTEA) for a postgraduate course if
you meet certain conditions. In general, to qualify
for the BTEA you must be over 21, or over 24
for postgraduate courses, and be in receipt of a
qualifying social welfare payment upon entry to your
course. You must also have been accepted onto a
qualifying course which includes Higher Diplomas or
a Professional master’s degree in Education (PME).
If you are on a BTEA payment you can qualify for
other supplemental supports and schemes such as
the Housing Assistance Programme. Please see gov.ie
for more information.
Student Assistance Fund
The Student Assistance Fund (SAF) provides financial
assistance for full-time higher education students
who are experiencing financial difficulties while
attending college. The SAF is part supported by
the Irish Government and the European Social Fund
as part of the ESF Programme for Employability,
Inclusion and Learning 2014-2020. The fund is
available to:
•

All full-time registered postgraduate students
(subject to EU status), for the 2021/22 academic
year.

•
PhD students from years one to four.
Applications open at the beginning of the
academic term. For more information please see
the Student Assistance Fund page.

Click the underlined links
to visit the web page!
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Financial Aid Part-Time Fund
The Financial Aid Part-Time Fund provides financial
assistance for part-time higher education students
who are experiencing financial difficulties whilst
attending college. It is a separate amount of monies
allocated to part-time students that comes under the
auspices of the Student Assistance Fund. All parttime students (subject to EU status), registered on
courses that lead to a higher education award (NFQ
levels 6-10), for the 2021/22 academic year will be
eligible to apply for assistance from the fund. For
more information, click here.

Scholarship Highlights
We offer a large number of scholarships across
the four Colleges of the University. The best place
to check information on our scholarships is our
comprehensive website. Below, we highlight some of
our scholarship opportunities.
The prestigious Puttnam Scholars programme offers
six students scholarships and unique mentoring
opportunities. The Puttnam programme represents
a new model of industry and sector mentorship for
college students.
The College of Arts, Celtic Studies and Social
Sciences offers The Boyle Postgraduate Scholarship
in German, the SLLC Excellence Scholarships
(master’s), the Michael Joseph McEnery Memorial
Scholarship and the Ann Moloney Bursary.
The College of Business and Law offers EU MeritBased Scholarships for students on full time taught
master’s degree who achieved the highest First Class
Honours (1H) in their undergraduate degree. The Cork
University Business School (CUBS) in association
with the 30% Club offers female business students
scholarships to help promote women in taking
on senior human resource management, project
management and leadership roles: CUBS 30% Club
MSc Human Resource Management Scholarship
and CUBS 30% Club MSc Project Management
Scholarship.
Four FDC Group scholarships (the Jack Murphy
Scholarships) are open to students undertaking
particular business-related courses.
The College of Business and Law Scholarship for LLM
by Research offered by the School of Law will cover
the student fees for the LLM by research degree.
New scholarships are being launched for academic
year 2021/22: the MSc Food Security Policy and
Management Award and the Glanbia MSc Food
Business and Innovation Scholarships.
The David John Barry Fellowship, an annual
Postgraduate Research Fellowship, is offered to a
graduate of an Irish University, in the areas of Food
Technology and Marketing.

The Complete Guide To Funding Your Postgrad

11

There are some very sizeable Science, Engineering
and Food Science scholarships available, such as the
Lilly Research Scholarship, the Dr Elmer Morrissey
Memorial Scholarship, the John Sisk Research
Scholarship and the John Murphy Postgraduate
Research Fellowship in Civil Engineering.
The College of Medicine and Health offers the
Ainsworth Scholarship.
You can find full details of postgraduate scholarships,
as well as eligibility and contact details here.
Merit-based scholarships are available to International
students too: please see the International Student
section for more information.

UCC Sport Scholarships
We are very proud of our sporting tradition at UCC
and provide elite sports persons with the opportunity
to apply for a variety of Sports Scholarships whilst
pursuing their academic and sporting careers. Visit
our Sports Scholarship page for more information.

Bank Loans
If you have to consider alternative means of funding,
then applying for a bank loan may be a good option
for you. There are a variety of loan types and rates on
offer but it is best to research this option thoroughly.
We recommend the student loan section of the
Competition and Consumer Protection Commission
as a useful starting point for financial research in this
area.
An example of a bank loan that has proven to be
popular with our students is the new Bank of Ireland

AWARDING BODIES
higher education and training
SEC - State Examinations Commission (Department of Education and Skills)
Universities

Springboard+ & the HCI
Programme
The Government of Ireland subsidises various
programmes ranging from NFQ Level 6 (certificates)
all the way to NFQ Level 9 (postgraduate awards) via
the Springboard+ and HCI programmes.
Many of these programmes are suitable for people
who are unemployed and those looking to return to
the workforce, however they may also be available to
people in employment and recent graduates.
Traditionally, these programmes are announced in
the late spring and it is a good idea to keep an eye
on the Springboard+ dedicated page. Annually, UCC
participates in these programmes and many of our
part-time or full-time courses will be listed there.
You can also check out our HCI and Adult Continuing
Education webpages for further details.

AWARDS IN THE FRAMEWORK

Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) makes awards in further and

Institutes of Technology

(BoI) postgraduate loan. The BoI postgraduate loan
is available to graduates who are undertaking fulltime postgraduate studies here at UCC. Candidates
can borrow up to €14,000 (plus interest) with a
discounted variable rate of 5.6% APR for the term of
the loan. It is possible to obtain loan terms of up to
60 months (5 years) with the option for repayments
to be deferred for the first 12 months (whilst you are
in college). Repayments are made on a monthly basis
for 48 months commencing from month 13 (approx.
€344per month based on the full €14k). A guarantor
is generally required for this loan, but for further
information it is best to contact our Bank of Ireland
Manager - Alan Carroll at: alan_m.carroll@boi.com
or by phone: +353 (0) 86 859 1780.

There are four classes of award in the National Framework of Qualifications:
Major Awards: named in the outer rings, are the principal class of awards made at a level
Minor Awards: are for partial completion of the outcomes for a Major Award
Supplemental Awards: are for learning that is additional to a Major Award
Special Purpose Awards: are for relatively narrow or purpose-specific achievement

For further Information consult: www.nfq.ie www.QQI.ie
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Funding for International
Students
UCC is a world-class institution ranking in top 2% of
Universities worldwide and we are keen to attract the
best students and researchers from across the globe.
If unsure whether you are entitled to EU or Non-EU
postgraduate course fees, please check at the EU
Fees, Non-EU Fees or Free Fees Status page.
Our Fees Office will also be happy to help. You can
reach them at: fees@ucc.ie.
We offer a range of scholarships and funding
opportunities across all four Colleges, some of
which are open to international applicants, including
students that register as Non-EU students. Please
see our postgraduate page for more information. Our
International Office teams also provide assistance to
visiting US and non-EU students. Visit our Visiting US
and Non-EU Students page for more details.

Master’s Degree Fees for
International Students

Merit-Based Scholarships
International Students are offered merit-based
scholarships. Check out the UCC Merit-Based
Scholarship page for more details.
China Scholarship Council PhD Programme
UCC has partnered with the China Scholarship
Council to offer scholarships via the China
Scholarship Council - University College Cork PhD
Programme. The Council supports up to twelve
scholarships each year.
Irish Aid Fellows Programme
The Irish Aid Fellows Programme is a scholarship
award available to qualified candidates from
developing countries to undertake master’s degrees
at universities and colleges in Ireland. This includes
the following Cork University Business School
programmes:
•

CKL03 MSc Co-Operatives, Agri-Food and
Sustainable Development
CKL18 MSc Information Systems for Business
Performance (ISBP)
CKL06 MSc Business Economics
CKL19 MSc Finance (Banking and Risk
Management)

If you’re an EU, EEA or Swiss national, the average
annual tuition fee for a master’s degree in Ireland is
between €4,000 and €10,000, although this can vary
significantly according to subject and institution; a
Business master’s degree may cost up to €30,000,
for example. Higher postgraduate tuition fees usually
apply to our Non-EU international students, where
the fees can range from a minimum of €9,000 per
year up to €30,000. Some Non-EU students may
be eligible for reduced tuition fees if they’ve been
resident in the EEA, United Kingdom or Switzerland
for three out of the previous five years before starting
a master’s degree in Ireland.

•

Scholarships & Grants

Brexit

Government of Ireland International Education
Scholarship

UK citizens wishing to enroll in Irish Higher Education
Institute will remain eligible on the same basis as Irish
students.

This scholarship scheme is managed by the Irish
Higher Education Authority (HEA) and is designed to
attract non-EU/EEA nationals. Successful applicants
can use the scholarship to fund one year of master’s
degree study at an Irish Higher Education Institution.
The Government of Ireland International Education
Scholarship provides a €10,000 stipend for living
costs and a full tuition fee waiver. You should make
your application through the online portal which
you can access here. (applications usually open in
February, with a deadline at the end of March). Find
out more by visiting the HEA website.

•
•

The scholarship award covers course fees, required
flights, accommodation (for out-of-country study),
monthly allowances, insurance and other incidental
expenses. Applications for 2021/22 entry are now
closed and applications for the academic year
2022/23 will open in Autumn 2021. For more
information, please visit the Ireland Fellows website.

For the most up-to-date information on this topic,
please visit the Government of Ireland’s website,
our UCC Fees Office website and the UCC Office of
Corporate and Legal Affairs website.

The Complete Guide To Funding Your Postgrad
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Money
Matters
What should you factor into your
budgeting while at UCC?
Traditionally there are 12 weeks in the first semester
before Christmas, and another 12 weeks in the second
semester for an undergraduate year. However, as an
incoming postgrad student, your semesters may be
up to 16 weeks long, usually spent on a placement or
in the Boole Library losing patience with your thesis!
While you may not have in-person classes in the
later part of your degree, it’s important that you also
budget for the study month of April and exam month
of May and the months required for writing up your
final thesis.
Your money has to last all year, so plan how best
to use it. The best thing to do is create an Income
& Expenditure Spreadsheet, or “what’s coming in”
versus “what’s going out”.

What’s coming in and out of your
pocket?
It is important to know what sources of funding
are available to you as a UCC student, as these
can provide extra funds to help you in your college
career. What’s going out of your pocket? College
life costs money and it’s important to manage your
funds in order to make it stretch and cover the whole
academic year. From accommodation to fees, food,
and travel expenses, these outlays will need to be
covered so you can attend college.
Planning and knowing what your expenses will entail
is very helpful to allow you spend wisely and avoid
unnecessary stress or worse, debt!

Student Budgetary Advisor
The Student Budgetary Advisor is a specialist service
with expert knowledge on all things budgeting, here
to help you access your financial entitlements and
financial supports.
If you are facing complications with SUSI,
government departments, have a complex financial
situation or simply want someone to talk to
about planning your time in UCC, please make an
appointment with the Budgetary Advisor. Email
directly at: studentbudgetingadvice@ucc.ie or visit
www.ucc.ie/en/sfsa.
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Quick tips to manage
your money
•

Shop around for best deals

•

Use your college ID and Student Leapcard
to avail of discounts and cheaper travel

•

If you’re house sharing – set up a shared
“kitty” with your housemates, don’t get
trapped into buying certain items that
others will use without contributing

•

Keep a spending diary to monitor your
spending for a week or two – you will be
surprised at what you “waste” your money
on

•

Try and get as many course books as you
can secondhand or online; get used to
using the library and the online journals
section

•

Make use of the Mardyke Sports Arena
– it’s free for all UCC students –
healthy body = healthy mind

•

Feeling ill? UCC has its own medical centre
which offers students medical help at a
reduced price

•

If you are living in the city or close, get a
bike on DoneDeal: invest in one and you
will save money on taxis, buses or car
travel

•

Make an appointment with the UCC
Student Budgetary Advisor to assist
you budget and plan your time in UCC.
Email studentbudgetingadvice@ucc.ie
or or visit www.ucc.ie/en/sfsa

Did You Know?
Did you know that you can claim tax
relief on fees (including the student
contribution) that you have paid for
third level education courses.
Check out the Revenue Commissioners’
Calculate Your Tax
Relief page to see
what you might be
entitled to.

WEEKLY AND MONTHLY

SPENDING RECORD
Income

Expenses

What’s coming in?

What’s Going out?
Weekly

Monthly

Household

Weekly

Monthly

€

€

Student Grant *

€

€

Rent

Part time job

€

€

Rent Deposit

€

€

€

Food

€

€

€

€

Savings

€

Money from home/guardians

€

€

Electricity

Other (awards, scholarships, SAF)

€

€

Gas/Oil

€

€

Total Income

€

€

Broadband

€

€

TV Licence

€

€

Bin Charges

€

€

At home

€

€

At College

€

€

Night out

€

€

Buses / trains / taxis

€

€

Car costs

€

€

Loan repayments

€

€

Tax

€

€

Insurance

€

€

Fuel

€

€

Parking

€

€

Fees (where applicable)

€

€

Books

€

€

Printing

€

€

Photocopying

€

€

Lab Equipment

€

€

Class materials

€

€

Fieldtrips

€

€

Other

€

€

Loan repayments

€

€

Medicines and toiletries

€

€

Social life costs

€

€

Alcohol

€

€

Cigarettes

€

€

Clubs and societies

€

€

Mobile phone

€

€

Clothes

€

€

Sporting pursuits

€

€

Creche

€

€

Other

€

€

*divide figure by 36 for weekly

Food

DO THE MATHS...
TOTAL INCOME

€

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

€

€
Notes

BALANCE

Travel

College costs

Personal expenses

Funded by the Tomar Trust
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MY STUDENT

BUDGET PLANNER
Step 1

Step 2

Monthly Income

Essential Outgoings

Maintenance
loan

€

Rent/
Accommodation

€

Grant

€

Gas/Electricity/
Water

€

Bursary

€

Broadband

€

Family
Contribution

€

Mobile Phone

€

Wages

€

TV Licence

€

Savings

€

Food Shopping

€

Other

€

Travel Costs

€

Total for
this month

€

Study Costs

€

Contents
Insurance

€

Laundry

€

Toiletries

€

Gym
Membership

€

Total for
this month

€

DO THE MATHS...
Step 1 = total income

€
€
18
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Step 2 + Step 3 + Step 4 = Total outgoings

€

TOTAL
REMAINING

Step 3

Step 4

Non-Essential Outings

Additional Outgoings

Nights out

€

Holiday

€

Eating out
Including Takeaways

€

Birthday

€

Clothes and
accessories

€

Christmas

€

Tickets

€

Festivals

€

Beauty
Treatments

€

Getting
Something Fixed

€

Haircuts

€

Other

€

Total for
this month

€

Other

€

Other

€

Total for
this month

€

Student Budgeting
Advice Service

CLICK HERE
FOR STUDENT
BUDGETING ADVICE
SERVICE

Funded by the Tomar Trust
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Strike a Balance...
Getting the balance right between part-time
work and postgraduate study
Postgraduate study is costly and it’s highly likely
that many of you will need to work and earn while
completing your studies, in fact, most students
work part-time in order to fund their way through
university. Before you decide to commit to part-time
employment, it’s important to plan carefully as your
course is the priority. Be clear about the amount of
time you need to commit to your course and find out
what your schedule and workload will involve. Also,
you might consider if your proposed course has a
work placement element and how this might impact
on your part-time employment? It can be very helpful
to talk with current students and past graduates
about potential workloads as the time you commit
to part-time employment must be sustainable and
realistic. Your Programme Director may be able to
put you in touch with current students or recent
graduates.
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Striking that balance between work, college and
your mental wellbeing is important. Your wellbeing
on every level is vital, if you don’t look after yourself,
the quality and standard of everything you do is
potentially compromised. More importantly, your
physical and mental wellbeing can be negatively
impacted. Looking after yourself is your responsibility,
nobody can do it for you. So, on a weekly basis, it is
important to schedule in time for relaxation, social
contact with friends and family, enjoyable interests
and leisure activities. It is essential to make time for
activities that give us a boost, including physical
exercise and adequate sleep. Check out our UCC
Keep Well site for useful tips and interesting live
events.

Tips for managing your time

Manage your weekly budget effectively

•

Set goals. Goals keep you motivated and focused.
What grade do you want to graduate with? What
do you want to achieve from completing your
course?

•

Plan your academic work schedule and all of
your activities around your deadlines, work
consistently – a little work completed each day
allows you stay on track and gives you time to
review your work, an essential element of quality.

Staying in control of your finances will put less
financial pressure on you. Calculate your living costs
to determine how much you need. Don’t overwork
yourself; part-time work should support your living
costs while you study and no more. Remember too,
however, that it is possible to turn casual work to your
advantage for your future career. There is a value to
the skills you develop regardless of how menial or
non-relevant your part-time job may seem to you.
Your employability skills will be enhanced.

•

Write daily and weekly to-do lists. Use them and
review them! Use the Time Management Matrix,
it’s an effective method of prioritising what’s
important and staying on track.

Any work experience will give you ‘business
awareness’, an understanding of how organisations
work and a range of transferable skills, such as:
customer care and service, team skills, organisation
and planning, teamwork, to name but a few. All
graduate employers want to see evidence that you
can adapt, learn and apply new skills in a workplace
environment.

The Complete Guide To Funding Your Postgrad
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Supporting You Through
Your Postgrad Studies
Your postgraduate experience at UCC is important
to us. This “Acorn to Mighty Oak” representation has
come to symbolise students’ academic, personal and
professional development journey throughout their
time SUPPORTING
with us. In alignment
with this
rich metaphor,
the
YOU
THROUGH
YOUR
support services available to you while at UCC are
presented in the form of our Support Tree. And some
services, such as careers advice from the UCC Career
Services, will be available to you up to a year after
graduation.
STUDENTS'
UNION

STUDENT HEALTH
& WELLBEING
• STUDENT COUNSELLING
& DEVELOPMENT
• STUDENT HEALTH
• CHAPLAINCY
• PEER SUPPORT
• NITELINE
• STUDENT WELLBEING
CO-ORDINATOR

SKILLS
CENTRE

STUDENT
CENTRAL

And of course, when you graduate, you will join
our global Alumni community. The UCC Alumni
community is a global network numbering more than
200,000 (and growing!).

POSTGRAD STUDIES IN 2021/2022

SPORT &
PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY

STUDENT LIFE

CAREER
SERVICES

• ACCOMMODATION &
COMMUNITY LIFE
• STUDENT SOCIETIES
• HEALTH & SAFETY FOR
STUDENT ACTIVITY
• UCC 98.3FM

ACCESS &
PARTICIPATION
• STUDENT BUDGETING
ADVICE SERVICE
• DISABILITY SUPPORT
SERVICE
• STUDENT ASSISTANCE
FUND

STUDENT
EXPERIENCE
OFFICE

LANGUAGE
CENTRE

PG STUDENT
COMMITTEES

INTERNATIONAL
OFFICE

GRADUATE
SCHOOLS

ASK.UCC.IE
STUDENT IT
SERVICES

YOUR
SUPPORT
TREE

DEAN OF
GRADUATE
STUDIES

EXAM
APPEALS
OFFICE

GRADUATE
STUDIES
OFFICE

SCHOLARSHIPS
OFFICE

STUDENT
ADVISOR &
OMBUDSMAN

LIBRARY
PG STUDENT
COUNCIL
PROGRAMME
SUPPORTS &
TUTOR/SUPPORT
SYSTEM

GRADUATE
ATTRIBUTES
PROGRAMME

FAMILY

FRIENDS

KEEP
WELL
WEBSITE
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How To Apply

All postgraduate taught and research degree applications can be made via our online application
portal. Visit Apply to Postgraduate Study in UCC for more details.
Looking forward to welcoming you at UCC soon!
Your UCC Team

Hear from students who have
enhanced their potential and
advanced their ambitions!
Maeve Connolly - MSc Biotechnology
“I am extremely lucky to have chosen a college which
has such close ties to industry. The biotechnology
masters increased my knowledge on a subject I am
passionate about and allowed me the opportunity to
apply this knowledge in industry. I am excited for the
rest of my placement and can’t wait to see what else
is in store for the future.”
Avani Konduri - MA Work & Organisational
Psychology/Behaviour
“I had a few epiphanies, inspired by the dimly lit
streets and the Imagine Dragons blaring through my
earphones: Opportunities never look the same for
everyone; I can always find a way to get my (largesized) foot in the proverbial door, find a job that can
get me started and then find a way to grow from
there.”
24
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For More testimonials, click here
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UCC

OUR HOME, YOUR HOME

7

5

1

4

2

CAMPUS MAP
1.

BUSINESS

9. HEALTH

3. THE GLUCKSMAN GALLERY

10. ACCOMMODATION

4. HUMANITIES

11. MARDYKE SPORTS GROUNDS

5. LIBRARY
6. THE HUB: STUDENT SERVICES
7. SCIENCE
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8. LAW

2. STUDENT CENTRE
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DISCOVER UCC OUR HOME, YOUR HOME
VIDEO
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Fees Office
fees@ucc.ie
+353 (021) 490 2365
www.ucc.ie/en/financeoffice/fees

Graduate Studies Office
www.ucc.ie/postgrad
www.ucc.ie/en/study/postgrad/contactus

International Office
www.ucc.ie/international
www.ucc.ie/en/international/contactus

Student Budgetary Advisor
studentbudgetingadvice@ucc.ie
www.ucc.ie/en/sfsa

Note: Scholarship and other relevant information is updated periodically throughout the
year. While information provided is true and correct at the date of publication, changes in
circumstances after the time of publication may impact on accuracy of the information.
Please check our website for updates www.ucc.ie

