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The Bystander Intervention programme enables the
development of a visible institutional culture of positivity
and support. By developing a collaboration across the
campus community, it provides the catalyst for crucial
learning, allyship and empowerment, and influences
behavioural change amongst staff and students, as
evidenced by participant testimonials (Figure 1).

Professor Crowley has recently developed a second
level pilot programme with IRC funding, training 140
teachers to deliver it in 45 schools nationwide. This will
empower and equip the next generation of third level
students, at UCC and beyond, with the skills to demand
a zero-tolerance approach to all forms of sexual
harassment and abuse.
In September 2020, UCC launched a bespoke online
Bystander Orientation training for incoming students
and made it available to all Irish Higher Education
Institutions to adopt free gratis on their own Virtual
Learning Environment, making it accessible to over
250,000 third level students and staff.  
On completion of the training and submission of a
personal reflection, participants secure a UCC Bystander
intervention Digital Badge, demonstrating the
significance the University attaches to the programme.
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Case Study of Good Practice

College life is challenging. It is difficult to speak up as a
perceived lone objector to the uncomfortable behaviour
of others. In response to the University’s capacity to
engage directly with its students, the Bystander
Intervention programme at University College Cork,
developed by Professor Louise Crowley and modelled on
the UK Intervention Initiative, seeks to effect cultural
change through educating and empowering the student
body, collectively demanding a zero-tolerance approach
to all forms of sexual harassment and abuse.
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Case Study Synopsis

Key Impacts Interview with Ryan Tubridy RTE Radio 1.
UCC Educates Students About "Inappropriate Behaviour”
on RTE Radio 1 This Week.
Second Captains: Violence Against Women and Girls, and
what Society can do about it.
Matt Cooper Show Today FM (from 8 minutes). 
Oireachtas TV with Flor McCarthy.
Irish Times Op Ed “It is ‘All Men’ Who Must Now Step Up
and Speak Out.”
Irish Times: University shows Students how to intervene
if a witness of sexual harassment.  
UCC Express – Bystander Intervention in UCC: How we
can all stand against sexual assault, harassment and
violence. 
Irish Examiner – Student will be taught to intervene in
sexual harassment situations.

The programme has captured the imagination of national
media:

Bystander intervention week reflections exhibition link: https://youtu.be/JTMbe8apr6Q
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LxXqYWEQIzs
https://www.rte.ie/radio/radio1/clips/21995844/
https://www.rte.ie/radio/radio1/clips/22051406/
https://podcastaddict.com/episode/134223048
https://open.spotify.com/episode/27u3jiKYnzHmAYegty7mfS?si=zQ4JEZtnQcO5AVj0elDPHA&nd=1
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/oireachtas-tv/oireachtas-tv-productions/oireachtas-tv-monthly/5192/
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/it-is-all-men-who-must-now-step-up-and-speak-out-1.4778669?mode=sample&auth-failed=1&pw-origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.irishtimes.com%2Fopinion%2Fit-is-all-men-who-must-now-step-up-and-speak-out-1.4778669
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/university-shows-students-how-to-intervene-if-a-witness-of-sexual-harassment-1.4778900
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/university-shows-students-how-to-intervene-if-a-witness-of-sexual-harassment-1.4778900
https://uccexpress.ie/bystander-intervention-in-ucc-how-we-can-all-stand-against-sexual-assault-harassment-and-violence/
https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid-40371947.html
https://youtu.be/JTMbe8apr6Q

