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INTRODUCTION

The main sources of Irish Law are:

Common Law (sometimes called unwritten law) – Rules, which were made valid by judges, based on general customs or rules of immemorial antiquity.

Statute Law (sometimes called written law) – Rules generally found to have originated in the activity of the national legislature. 

European Directives – Binding rules as to the result to be achieved upon each member state to which it is addressed, but allowing the national member’s legislatures to enact it in their choice of form and method. 

Historically, the international development of Health & Safety legislation is as follows:

· 1970 - USA Congress passing of the Occupational Safety & Health Act (OSHA). 

· 1974 - the Health & Safety at Work Act (HASWA) was enacted in the UK. 

· 1987 the adoption of the Single European Act Article 118A.
· 1989 Ireland enacted the Safety, Health & Welfare at Work Act (SHAWAWA)
· 1989 Ireland adopted the EC–Social Charter now the driving force for all new safety legislation.

Irish Safety Law

The Safety, Health & Welfare at Work Act 2005, which repealed the Safety, Health & Welfare at Work Act 1989, is the prime piece of safety legislation setting out the broad duties as indicated in Section 3.5. Its range is very radical and even now, there are those who are unaware of how their activities are covered by the Act. Below are some definitions used in safety legislation.

· REGULATIONS become legal documents because the Act provides for them to be drafted. They are a more detailed explanation of what the Act requires and have the same legal status. They may also be used to give effect to European Directives etc. which then could extend the scope of the law.

· SCHEDULES TO THE REGULATIONS have the same legal status as the Regulations, but gather detail at the end of the Regulations, leaving them less cluttered. The Construction Regulations have 10 such Schedules.

· APPROVED CODES OF PRACTICE (ACOP) are intended to set out practical guidance on how some of the various duties in the regulations or Act itself, may be complied with.

· GUIDANCE: The Health & Safety Authority or the Health & Safety Executive (UK) publishes guidance to explain how it thinks the law should, or could be complied with. Like all legal documents it is extensively commented on by industry when in draft stage and consequently carries quite a legal punch if not followed. However, such guidance is not law and employers, contractors etc., are free to use any alternatives that gives equal or better levels of safety.

The following is a non-comprehensive list of Irish legislation and European Directives, many of which are related to safety in the workplace or safety issues. 

Please note.  Some of the following legislation (at the time of compilation) may now be out of date, as they may have been repealed, revoked, re-issued or incorporated into new issues. e.g. the Safety, Health & Welfare at Work (General Applications) Regulations 1993 that will shortly be replaced by a newer version, which will have 16 parts instead of 10. This will be a significant regulation as in addition to modifying the existing parts, it will incorporate the following sections:

· Protection of Children & Young Persons

· Protection of Pregnant, Post Natal and Breast feeding Employees (replacing the SHAWAW Pregnant Employees Regulations)

· Night Work & Shift Work (replacing the SHAWAW Night Work & Shift Work  Regulations)

· Safety Signs at Places of Work (replacing the SHAWAW Night Work & Shift Work  Regulations)

· Explosive Atmospheres at Places of Work (replacing the SHAWAW Explosive Atmospheres Regulations)

· Work at Height (replacing the SHAWAW Work at Height Regulations)

· Control of Vibration at Work ( to comply with EU Directive)

ACTS

· Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 

· Building Control Act 1990 

· Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road Act 1998 

· Civil liability Act 1961

· Civil liability (Assessment of Hearing Injury) Act 1998

· Consumer Information Act 1978

· Coroners Act 1962

· Dangerous Substances Act 1972 

· Employment Equality Act 1977 

· Employment Equality Act 1998 

· Factories Act 1955 

· Fire Services Act 1981 

· Industrial Relations Act 1946 

· Industrial Research and Standards Act 1961

· Law Reform (Personal Injuries) Act 1958

· Liability for Defective Products Act 1991

· Maternity Protection Act 1994

· National Standards Authority of Ireland Act 1996

· Non-Fatal Utterances against the Person Act I997

· Occupiers' liability Act 1995

· Organisation of Working Time Act 1997 

· Protection of Young Persons (Employment) Act 1996 

· Radiological Protection Act 1991

· Road Traffic Acts 1961 to 1995

· Safety, Health and Welfare (Offshore Installations) Act 1987

· Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act 1993 

· Statute of Limitations 1957

· Statute of Limitations (Amendment) Act 1991

· Tobacco {Health Promotion and Protection) Act 1988 (Repealed)

· Unfair Dismissals Act 1977

REGULATIONS AND ORDERS

· Asbestos Regulations 1989 to 2000 

· Biological Agents Regulations 1994 and 1998 

· Building Regulations 1991 

· Building Regulations 1997 

· Carcinogens Regulations 1993 (SI No.60 of 1993) 

· Chemical Agents Regulations 1994 (SI No.445 of 1994)  

· Chemical, Physical and Biological Agents Regulations 1989 (SI No.251 of 1989)

· Children and Young Persons Regulations 1998 (SI No.504 of 1988)

· Confined Spaces Regulations 2001 (SI No.218 of 2001)

· Construction Regulations 1995 (SI No.138 of 1995) 

· Control of Specific Substances and Activities Regulations 1991 (SI No.285 of 1991) 

· Dangerous Substances (Storage of liquefied Petroleum Gas) Regulations 1990 

· European Communities (Active Implantable Medical Devices) Regulations 1994 (SI No.253 of 1994)

· European Communities {Appliances Burning Gaseous Fuels) Regulations 1992 and 1995 (SI No.101 of 1992 and SI No.150 of 1995)

· European Communities (lifts) Regulations 1998 (SI No.246 of 1998)

· European Communities {Classification, Packaging and labelling of Dangerous Preparations) Regulations 1995 {SI No.272 of 1995)

· European Communities (Classification, Packaging, labelling and Notification of Dangerous Substances) Regulations 2000 (SI No.393 of 2000)

· European Communities (Construction Plant and Equipment) (Permissible Noise levels) Regulations 1988 to 1996 (SI No.320 of 1988, SI No.297 of 1990 and SI No.359 of 1996)

· European Communities (Construction Products) Regulations 1992 and 1994 (SI No.198 of 1992 and SI No.210 of 1994)

· European Communities (Electrical Equipment for Use in Potentially Explosive Atmospheres) Regulations 1981 to 1998 (SI No.61 of 1981, SI No.244 of 1986, SI No.289 of 1991 and SI No.355 of 1998).

· European Communities (Electrically, Hydraulically or Oil-Electrically Operated lifts) Regulations 1989 and 1991 (SI No.227 of 1989 and SI No.41 of 1991)

· European Communities (Electromagnetic Compatibility) Regulations 1998 (SI No.22 of 1998)

· European Communities (Electro-Medical/ Equipment Used in Human or Veterinary Medicine) Regulations 1988 (SI No.90 of 1988)

· European Communities (Equipment and Protective Systems Intended for Use in Potentially Explosive Atmospheres) Regulations 1999 (SI No.83 of 1999)

· European Communities (General Product Safety) Regulations 1997 (SI No.197 of 1997) European Communities (Ionising Radiation) Regulations 1991 (SI No.43 of 1991) 

· European Communities (lawnmowers) (Permissible Noise levels) Regulations 1989 (SI No.102 of 1989)

· European Communities (low Voltage Electrical Equipment) Regulations 1992 and 1994 (SI No.428 of 1992 and SI No.307 of 1994)

· European Communities (Machinery) Regulations 1992 (SI No.246 of 1992) 

· European Communities (Machinery) Regulations 1994 and 1995 (SI No.406 of 1994 and SI No.372 of 1995)

· European Communities (Medical Devices) Regulations 1994 (SI No.252 of 1994)

· European Communities (Medical lonising Radiation) Regulations 1988 (SI No.189 of 1988)

· European Communities (Persona! Protective Equipment) Regulations 1993 to 1994 (SI No.272 of 1993, SI No.13 of 1994, SI No.457 of 1994 and SI No.81 of 1997)

· European Communities (Pressure Equipment) Regulations 1999 (SI No.400 of 1999)

· European Communities (Protection of Outside Workers from lonising Radiation) Regulations 1994 (SI No.144 of 1994)

· European Communities (Protection of Workers) (Exposure to Asbestos) Regulations 1989 to 2000 (SI No.34 of 1989, SI No.276 of 1993 and SI No.74 of 2000)

REGULATIONS AND ORDERS (Cont.)

· European Communities (Protection of Workers) (Exposure to Chemical, Physical and Biological Agents) Regulations 1989 (SI No.251 of 1989): see Chemical, Physical and Biological Agents Regulations 1989

· European Communities (Protection of Workers) (Exposure to Lead) Regulations 1988 (SI No.219 of 1988): see Lead Regulations 1988

· European Communities (Protection of Workers) (Exposure to Noise) Regulations 1990 (S.I. No.157 of 1990): see Noise Regulations 1990

· European Communities (Radiological and Nuclear Medicine Installations) Regulations 1998 (S.I. No.250 of 1998) 

· European Communities (Recreational Craft) Regulations 1998 (SI No.40 of 1998) European Communities (Road Transport) (Recording Equipment) Regulations 1986 (S.I. No.393 of 1986)

· European Communities (Safety Advisers for the Transport of Dangerous Goods by Road and Rail) Regulations 2001 (S.I. No.6 of 2001)

· European Communities (Safety Signs at Places of Work) Regulations 1980 (SI No.402 of 1980)

· European Communities (Simple Pressure Vessels) Regulations 1996 (SI No.33 of 1996)

· European Communities (Training for Drivers Carrying Dangerous Goods by Road) Regulations 1997 (SI No.311 of 1997)

· Factories (Non Ferrous Metals) (Melting and Founding) Regulations 1975 Factories (Woodworking Machinery) Regulations 1972 

· Fire Safety in Places of Assembly (Ease of Escape) Regulations 1985 (SI No.249 of 1985) 

· Fire Services Act 1981 (Prescribed Premises) Regulations 1989 (SI No.319 of 1989) 

· Ionising Radiation Order 2000 (SI No.125 of 2000) 

· Lead Regulations 1988 (SI No.219 of 1988)

· Machinery Regulations 1994 and 1995: see European Communities (Machinery) Regulations 1994 and 1995

· Miscellaneous Welfare Provisions Regulations 1995 (SI No.358 of 1995)

· Night Work and Shift Work Regulations 1998 (SI No.485 of 1998)

· Night Work and Shift Work Regulations 2000 (SI No.11 of 2000) 

· Noise Regulations 1990 (SI No.157 of 1990)

· Organisation of Working Time (Breaks at Work for Shop Employees) Regulations 1998 (SI No.57 of 1998) 

· Organisation of Working Time (Code of Practice on Compensatory Rest and Related Matters) (Declaration) Order 1998 (SI No.44 of 1998)

· Fire Precautions (Workplace) Regulations 1997

· Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1992

· Non Ferrous Metals (Melting and Founding) Regulations 1962

· Safety, Health & Welfare at Work (General Applications) Regulations 1993

· Workplace (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regulations 1992 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY DIRECTIVES

· Asbestos Directive 1983

· Banning of Certain Substances Directive 1988

· Biological Agents Directive 1990

· Chemical Agents Directives 1988 and 1991 

· Carcinogens Directive 1990

· Carcinogens Directive 1997

· Disability Access Directive (Proposed) 

· Display Screen Equipment Directive 1990

· Explosive Atmospheres Directive 1999 

· Framework' Directive 1980

· Framework' Directive 1989

· lonising Radiation Directive 1996

· Lead Directive 1982

· Machinery 'Product' Directive 1989 

· Manual Handling of loads Directive 1990

· Means of Transport Directive (Proposed)

· Mechanical Vibration Directive (Proposed)

· Noise Directive 1986

· Noise Directive (Proposed)

· Personal Protective Equipment Directive 1989

· Physical Agents Directive (Proposed)

· Pregnant and Breastfeeding Employees Directive 1992

· Product Liability Directive 1985

· Safety and Health Signs Directive 1992

· Temporary and Fixed-Term Employees Directive 1991

· Temporary or Mobile Work Sites Directive 1992 

· Transport Directive (Proposed)

· Work Equipment Directive 1989

· Work Equipment Directive 1995

· Working Time Directive 1993 

· Workplace Directive 1989 

· Young Persons Directive 1994 
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