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As we settle into 2022 and Spring is in sight with the first
daffodils on UCC campus blooming, we look forward to the new
opportunities that the year will bring as COVID eases its grip,
and opportunities to network in person become the norm.
This edition of the UCC Innovates newsletter highlights recent
prestigious international innovation awards to some of UCC’s
leading researchers and innovators, Brian Corbett, Cian
O’Mathuna and Fergus Shanahan. We also showcase one of
UCC’s most recent spin-out companies, Stimul.ai, co-founded by
Naomh McElhatton and UCC’s Barry O’Sullivan. There are also
articles on student entrepreneurs with new ventures in social
entrepreneurship and a digital platform for publishing content.
And we have a call out to seasoned business experts, from
UCC alumni and the entrepreneurial ecosystem, to get involved
with UCC spin-out companies in a broad range of sectors as
mentors, investors, commercial champions or advisors.
I hope you enjoy this latest edition. As always, please feel to get
in contact with UCC Innovation at UCCInnovation@ucc.ie

Tyndall won ¤1.8m fund
to develop novel medical
devices, MedPhab

Dr Sally Cudmore
Interim Director of Innovation at UCC
s.cudmore@ucc.ie
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Pictured above: Dr Anthony Morrissey
receiving his award.
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One of UCC and Tyndall National Institute’s
most successful industry collaboration
projects with Rockley Photonics won
Knowledge Transfer Ireland’s prestigious
2021 Industry Engagement Impact Award.

The collaboration led to the establishment
of Rockley Photonics Ireland in Cork, a
venture which grew to 10 employees in
2021. It also resulted in 11 commercial
licences being signed in 2021.

KTI’s annual Impact Awards recognise
significant achievements in the
commercialisation of publicly funded
research nationwide and engagement with
research systems across the third level and
other similar State research institutions.
In particular, the awards acknowledge
and celebrate the Innovation Offices and
their staff on-the-ground who make this
knowledge transfer and commercialisation
happen. Key factors include scientific
advance, commercial impact, and the role
of TTOs in managing deal flow and driving
technology transfer and licensing.

Rockley Photonics CEO Dr Andrew
Rickman confirmed that Rockley is
“committed to continued growth and
investment in Cork due to the collaboration
with IPIC.”

The winner of the Industry Engagement
Impact Award was a collaboration between
Rockley Photonics - a leading global
supplier of integrated optical chips and
modules - and IPIC, the SFI Research
Centre for Photonics in Tyndall at UCC.

Visit our website: www.ucc.ie/en/techtransfer

Professor John Cryan, Vice-President of
Research and Innovation, at UCC, who
welcomed the win said: “This collaboration
between Tyndall and Rockley Photonics
showcases how industry engagement is
at the heart of innovation at UCC, and
how we take leading-edge research from
UCC labs to the market through industry
partnerships. I congratulate the teams
involved in both UCC and Rockley for
creating impact from their research.”
Dr Anthony Morrissey, the UCC
Innovation Case Manager who has
supported the commercialisation
Continued on the following page
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of the research over many
years, added: “This award is a
recognition of UCC Innovation’s
commitment to supporting UCC
and Tyndall researchers with
their industry engagements,
and to enabling the delivery of impact from excellent
science. Rockley continue to be an excellent industry
partner for our photonics researchers at IPIC.”
Dr Sally Cudmore, Interim Director of Innovation, UCC,
said: “I am delighted that the project from Tyndall and
Rockley Photonics has won the KTI Industry Engagement
award. This is one of UCC’s most successful and
enduring industry partnerships in terms of technology
transfer. UCC Innovation has supported the collaboration
by enabling the flow of ideas, IP and impact from the
IPIC team to Rockley over the last four years. This
award recognises the hard work of the research and
management teams in Tyndall, IPIC, Rockley and UCC
Innovation and I would like to thank all involved.”
IPIC Centre Manager Dr Patrick Morrissey commented:
“Investment in research helps us address today’s grand
challenges, such as climate change and the health &
well-being of citizens, while also creating opportunity
for economic growth. Our partnership with Rockley is an
example of this, where we are developing and deploying
leading edge technologies, and Ireland is at the centre of
this technology revolution.”
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Deep Tech Leadership Opportunities –
UCC Innovation Needs You!
Are you a seasoned executive with a
desire to bring your experience and
network to build high growth start-up
businesses?
Are you excited by the disruptive
technology opportunities emerging
from State-backed research in Ireland’s
top research institution by income?
UCC Innovation has multiple role
opportunities for mentors, consultants
or potential CEOs to diverse
international teams of world-leading
researchers. Each year, UCC Innovation
assists spin outs in therapeutics,
computing, photonics, semiconductors,
med tech, microbiome and other
disciplines to commercialise worldleading research into world-beating
companies.
The path to spin out requires
persistence, creativity, resilience,
relationship development skills,
market understanding, and a desire to
overcome all obstacles to reach the
goal of creating a world beating firm.

For further info email: UCCinnovation@ucc.ie

A key to the success of these spinout ventures is finding and supporting
commercial leaders to:
•	mentor the teams as they develop
their technology for market readiness
•	consult with the founders to develop
a market ready and investor ready
business plan as they advance the
technology
•	join forces with co-founders as CEOs
to spin out the company and bring
the technology to market.
You may find that if one or more of
these roles excites you, we have a
flexible approach to finding the right fit
for you, and the team.

Spin-out companies enjoy close
access to, and strong support by,
state institutions including Enterprise
Ireland, and allied Venture Capital
firms. As patent-backed startups, spin
out firms enjoy protected Intellectual
Property and built-in value through
exclusive licenses to peer-reviewed
and validated technologies.
If you believe that you have a role to
play in bringing these technologies
to a global market, please contact
our Spin-out Manager Micheal Collins
micheal.collins@ucc.ie and +353 86
0598828 or uccinnovation@ucc.ie

Recent successful spin-outs from UCC
which were acquired include Luxcel
Biosciences (by Agilent), Precision
Biotics (acquired by Novozyme),
Tucana Health (by 4D pharma) and
Infiniled (by Oculus) while many more
are raising venture capital to scale and
build to lead their markets.

Visit our website: www.ucc.ie/en/techtransfer
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Showcasing UCC Spin-out Company: Stimul.ai
As hospital waiting lists continue to
make headline news, with overcrowding
in our Emergency Departments and
widespread cancellation of essential
scheduled care and outpatient
appointments, we are delighted to
announce that one of UCC’s latest spin
outs Stimul.ai is tackling this evergrowing problem.
The company, driven by CEO, Naomh
McElhatton and co-founder Professor
Barry O’Sullivan, Director of the SFI
Insight Centre for Data Analytics in
UCC, has created an AI driven strategic
clinical design tool that can support
the reduction of hospital waiting lists.
Built on more than a decade of AI and
decision analytics research at Insight
and the School of Computer Science
and IT, Stimul.ai has developed a SaaS
based platform – the solution is a
strategic clinical design tool that enables
hospitals to make better capacity
planning decisions by ensuring clinics
and departments are designed to
maximum efficiency.
Beginning the analysis journey typically
in diagnostics through the use of
machine learning, software processes
and analyses, a clinic’s historical data is

For further info email: UCCinnovation@ucc.ie

used to predict future demands. Then
Stimul.ai provides evidence-based data
intelligence and insights that allow
hospitals to make the right strategic
decisions when it comes to planning
delivery performance. Stimul.ai also
identifies current design inefficiencies
and presents a plan on how to improve
clinic set-up, based on real time
resources and capacity.
Stimul.ai is positioning itself to support
the Irish, UK and Canadian markets
within the first 3 years. In hospital
trials over the past few years, the
technology model has been proven to
reduce waiting list times by 20-80%.
The company has already established
a clear and highly scalable route to
market with a number of live pilots
running in England and Northern Ireland.
By reducing waiting lists Stimul.ai also
offers much needed cost savings to
health services. Everyone wins from the
patient to the practitioner to the broader
economy!
The company has already made great
strides - it won the 2021 National Startup Gold Award for “Irish MedTech Start
Up of the Year”and was listed as an
InterTrade Ireland Seedcorn Finalist,

Visit our website: www.ucc.ie/en/techtransfer

Enterprise Ireland Big Ideas Finalist,
and as one of Ireland’s most Ambitious
Companies to look out for in 2022.
CEO Naomh McElhatton noted,
“We want to position Stimul.ai at
the forefront of supporting health
services and governments as ‘the’
strategic planning tool that is utilised to
understand the delivery services within
publicly funded hospital departments
and clinics. Moving into 2022 I want
to create as many opportunities as
possible to raise awareness of the
solution in a global market that will lead
to our identification of new hospital
sites and potential strategic investors.”
For more email: naomh@stimul.ai
or visit www.stimul.ai

Above: Naomh McElhatton
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Pictured above: UCC and Tyndall researchers Brian Corbett (left)
and Cian Ó Mathúna (right) who were the recipients of prestigious
international innovation awards.

Professor Brian Corbett, a researcher at the Tyndall
National Institute in UCC, was awarded the Institute
of Physics (IOP) Katharine Burr Blodgett Medal and
Prize 2021 for his innovations in the field of photonic
devices. The IOP, a UK-based professional body for the
advancement of physics education and research in the
UK and Ireland, said “Corbett has raised the visibility of
Ireland’s high-impact technology ability significantly on
the world stage. He is an outstanding recipient for the
Katharine Burr Blodgett Medal and Prize.”

research centre for photonics, has identified and created
several innovative photonic device technologies that
have helped many start-ups and multinational companies
in Ireland. He invented a scalable laser manufacturing
technology that drives down the cost of high-performance,
single-wavelength lasers for diverse mass market
applications which led to the establishment of UCC spinout company Eblana Photonics in 2001. His work also
helped launch Firecomms, a spin-out that was acquired
by a Chinese company, and attracted US printing start-up
X-Celeprint to establish its global headquarters in Tyndall
in 2013. InfiniLED, a UCC spin-out based on his patented
micro-LED technology, was acquired by Facebook in 2016.

Brian, a researcher at IPIC, the Science Foundation Ireland

Continued on the following page
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Brian previously won the Intel Outstanding Researcher
Award in 2013 and his partnerships with many
multinational companies, such as Seagate, have
contributed to Tyndall and Ireland’s global reputation as a
destination for technology investment.

Cian and his team developed MagIC (Magnetics on
Silicon), an innovative technology that can greatly extend
the battery life of portable electronics and dramatically
reduce the energy use of high-performance electronic
systems and equipment.

Professor Cian Ó Mathúna, Head of MicroNano Systems
at Tyndall and UCC and world-leading engineering
scientist, received two major international awards
celebrating innovative technology created in Ireland,
which could have a lasting environmental impact, from
IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers)
and EARTO (European Association of Research and
Technology Organisations).

This technology has been recognised by both international
organisations. The IEEE award celebrates Cian’s
extraordinary global influence and leadership over the
last decade in bringing together the electronics industry
and academia to collaborate toward the development of
the Power Supply on Chip (PwrSoC). The EARTO Award
recognises key contributions from European research to
high-impact, technological innovation, and he is the first
Irish recipient of this honour.

Minimising energy consumption in electronics is a major,
technological challenge. Responding to this challenge,
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FERGUS SHANAHAN WAS ELECTED TO THE
US NATIONAL ACADEMY OF INVENTORS
In November Professor Fergus
Shanahan was elected to the
prestigious National Academy of
Inventors in the USA, which recognises
inventions that have made a tangible
impact on the quality of life, economic
development, and welfare of society.
Fergus, who is Emeritus Professor
of Medicine and founding Director
of APC Microbiome Ireland SFI
Research Centre at UCC, expressed
gratitude for the award and credited
it to others including “shared minds
and collaboration among friends and
colleagues at University College Cork
and in industry”. He also emphasised
the “importance of protecting
intellectual property not as a metric of
personal achievement but as a means
of ensuring that knowledge becomes
translated in a way that benefits
everyone.”
Fergus is an inventor of over 20
patents in the field of microbiome
science and gastroenterology, the
most significant of which relates to

For further info email: UCCinnovation@ucc.ie

the use of a unique probiotic strain of
Bifidobacterium targeted at people
with irritable bowel syndrome (IBS). He
is also a co-founder of three UCC spinout companies, PrecisionBiotics Ltd,
Atlantia Food Clinical Trials Ltd and 4D
Pharma Cork PLC, all of which continue
to thrive in the Cork region.
Dr Sally Cudmore, Interim Director of
Innovation, UCC said it is wonderful to
see Fergus Shanahan “acknowledged
on the world stage as an innovator and
entrepreneur. The products developed
from his inventions in microbiome
science have been marketed since
2009 and have improved the quality of
life of millions of patients with IBS and
other inflammatory disorders of the
gastrointestinal tract.”

Their collective body of research and
entrepreneurship covers a broad range
of scientific disciplines involved with
technology transfer of their inventions
for the benefit of society.
Fergus is invited to be inducted at the
11th Annual Meeting of the National
Academy of Inventors in June in
Phoenix, Arizona.

The 2021 Fellows come from 116
universities and research institutes
worldwide. They collectively hold over
4,800 issued U.S. patents. Among the
new Fellows are 3 Nobel Laureates, and
33 members of the National Academies
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine.

Visit our website: www.ucc.ie/en/techtransfer
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UCC TECHNOLOGY AVAILABLE FOR LICENCING
A new ω-transaminase enzyme (P-ω-TA), derived from a marine
sponge bacterium, Pseudovibrio sp. WM33, is available for use in
the ‘green’ production of structurally diverse chiral amines and
ketones. This technology will be of interest to the fine chemical
and pharmaceutical industry. UCC inventors, Professor Anita
Maguire, Professor Fergal O’Gara, and Dr Jerry Reen are funded
investigators within the SFI Centre for Pharmaceuticals (SSPC).
Transaminases have received much attention, particularly
because of their ability to convert ketones to chiral amines in
one step, but a major limitation of these enzymes is their limited
substrate scope and poor stability. This marine P-ω-TA-mediated
biocatalyst is suitable for the enantioselective synthesis of
challenging chiral amine drug intermediates at pH 8-11 and
temperatures up to 50oC. Its ability to accept bulky substrates
while exhibiting remote stereoselectivity, marks this enzyme as a
‘first in class’ with significant potential for synthetic optimisation.
Proof of concept has been established with resolution of an
amine structurally related to the antidepressant, sertraline.
The potential fields of application include synthesis of
challenging chiral products, APIs & intermediates.
For more information see Technologies Available on the
UCC Innovation website and contact Commercialisaion Case
manager, Kevin Dalton, k.dalton@ucc.ie

Other News
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Devon O’Mahony and Duc
Nguyen Huu, founders of
WeRead, won the Start-Up
Lab Autumn 2021 Best Idea
Award in December. StartUp Lab is a short evening
programme for aspiring
founders who want to explore
a start-up idea. Since 2017, the
programme has supported up
to 250 students and recent
graduates in many disciplines.

Where do you think your
interest in entrepreneurship
stems from?
Devon: I’ve always been
someone who has many
creative ideas, and knew from
an early age that I wanted to
build something of my own
one day. Entrepreneurs are
shaping the world we live in,
and seeing their success really
motivates me.
Duc: I started attending
entrepreneur meet up events
some time ago. I met some
really awesome start-ups in
Fukuoka, Japan. And I even
attempted to start selling
coffee overseas, but the cost
at that time was higher than I
could afford.

Devon O’Mahony graduated
from UCC in 2021 with a BA in
Sociology & Philosophy, and
Duc Nguyen Huu (or Duck)
has a Strategic Management
and Organization Bachelor
from Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific

Describe your business idea
and where the idea came
from?
WeRead is a new innovative
digital platform which is
revolutionising the way
content is being published
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Above: Duc Nguyen Huu (left)
and Devon O’Mahony (right).

For further info email: UCCinnovation@ucc.ie

and consumed using NFT
& blockchain technology.
We both love reading books
and comics, but when we
tried transitioning to digital
reading, there were many
inconveniences – the main one
being that once you buy an
eBook, it can’t be resold. As
we shared our frustrations, we
realised we had a solution, and
“WeRead” was born.

advice and feedback gave us
a realistic view of our idea,
and we learned a lot about
what investors focus on when
looking at a start-up. The
biggest learning experience
came from preparing/pitching
our idea, both in small groups
as well as the final pitch in
front of the entire group, along
with a panel of judges. It really
helped build our confidence.

What supports within UCC
have you availed of to
progress of your business
idea?
We received great guidance
and advice from our lecturers
at CUBS. Our lecturer in
Electronic Business Models &
Systems, Jeremy Hayes is very
supportive and introduced
us to RDI Hub Ireland and
we did a two-hour session
to learn more about Ireland’s
start-up culture. The biggest
support for us in starting
the business has been the
IGNITE team, along with all
the mentors at the Start-Up
Lab. Their guidance has played
a huge part in getting where
we are today. The mentors

What is your advice to
other students interested in
developing a start-up idea?
Devon: I’d recommend any
UCC students to apply for
the IGNITE Start-Up Lab!
Being able to take an idea
and develop it into a pitch
worthy business idea is an
amazing experience for both
your professional and personal
development. It’s a very
rewarding experience, and
there’s many practical skills to
be learned.
Duc: If you don’t know where
to start, just go around and
ask. People are willing to help
you, so build your confidence
and give it a shot.

Visit our website: www.ucc.ie/en/techtransfer
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Social Entrepreneurship - Lib Multicultural
Counselling and Support Programme
Asylum seekers and refugees are amongst the most
vulnerable people. For them, trauma finds roots in many life
circumstances: the loss of leaving their home because of
persecution, violence, discrimination or the obliteration of
their basic human rights; the often life-threatening journey
to safety; or the culture shock of the direct provision system
upon arriving in Ireland.

coordinator and supervisor Dr Angela Veale, he is studying
the impact of a new group-based personal development
programme, Amaris, on adult asylum seekers and refugees’
self-efficacy and resilience.
If you are interested in
expanding your multicultural
experience and/or using
your language skills as a
counsellor or interpreter (e.g.
Punjabi, Pashto, Urdu, Somali,
Arabic), please get in touch
at libcounselling@gmail.com

UCC student, Toufik Messabih, created the Lib Multicultural
Counselling and Support Programme, which has been offering
free counselling and support programmes to asylum seekers
and refugees since October 2019. Counselling is available in 6
languages. Interpreting is available in Arabic. Their approach
is strength based with a focus on reigniting resilience and
facilitating coping skills. Lib is available to adults and children
(individual art therapy and “Roots” group peer support).
Toufik is a social entrepreneur, sport therapist, archery
coach and psychotherapist. Born in France, with Algerian
roots, he has a passion for social justice, diversity, personal
growth and creative thinking. He is the 2020 Social
Entrepreneurs Ireland (SEI) winner in the Ideas Academy
category (socialentrepreneurs.ie/theideasacademy/) and
was selected to participate in the SEI Action Lab 2022. His
desire is to make Lib services available to all asylum seekers
and refugees in the Republic of Ireland. Toufik is currently
doing a Masters in Applied Psychology with a focus on critical
community psychology. Under the guidance of the course

For further info email: UCCinnovation@ucc.ie
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Researching and developing
novel medical devices can
take many years and the
associated costs, often
in millions, are hugely
prohibitive for some
companies, especially SMEs.
The launch of MedPhab,
Europe’s first pilot line for
photonic-based medical
devices, will leverage the
experience, knowledge and
capabilities of its research
and business partners to
drive collaboration, reduce
R&D costs and accelerate
commercialisation.
IPIC, the SFI Research
Centre for Photonics led
by researchers at Tyndall
National Institute, play both
a technical and commercial
role in MedPhab. Funded by
Horizon 2020, the initiative
was launched to support
companies around the world
to make novel photonic-based

For further info email: UCCinnovation@ucc.ie

medical devices quicker,
cheaper and more efficiently.
The MedPhab team at Tyndall
will help companies develop
medtech solutions through
technology development
support as well as funding
of up to ¤125k to turn their
photonic-based diagnostic
and treatment devices
into industrially-relevant
demonstrators and is available
for both SMEs and MNCs.

Dr David McGovern, Senior
Business Development
Manager, IPIC, explains,
“MedPhab brings together
international expertise from
research and technology
organisations with
medtech industry leaders
including Stryker European
Operations Limited, Philips
Engineering Solutions,
Radisens Diagnostics and
Antelope Dx to accelerate

the commercialisation of
photonics-based diagnostic
devices and instruments.
Photonics has been a game
changer for the medtech
industry, driving innovation
and advancements for both
clinicians and patients.”
Companies interested in
participating can visit
www.medphab.eu or email
david.mcgovern@tyndall.ie

Photonics is the science of
light and is fast becoming
a key enabler for the
advancement of medical
devices. From its use in noninvasively monitoring the
lung function of babies to
enabling tissue recognition to
distinguish between a tumour
and healthy brain tissue, light
is being used to improve
treatment and diagnosis for
patients around the world.

Visit our website: www.ucc.ie/en/techtransfer
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20 healthtech innovations to watch in 2022
The UCC-led Health
Innovation Hub Ireland (HIHI)
launched 20 healthtech
innovations to watch in
2022 on February 24th.
These 20 projects, which
have demonstrated impact
and value in healthcare,
have been delivered through
HIHI in Irish healthcare sites
nationally - in HSE acute,
primary and community
sites, in private healthcare, in
pharmacies and GP practices
and directly with the public.
HIHI provides a vital link
between Irish companies and
leading health professionals
and clinicians to pilot
and test these innovative
solutions, an important step
on their innovation journey
to ultimately improve the
health and the lives of
people.
An Taoiseach, Mr Micheál
Martin TD said: Health
Innovation Hub Ireland plays

For further info email: UCCinnovation@ucc.ie

an important role in our
start-up ecosystem, enabling
clinical access and delivering
clinical pilots of innovative
healthcare products. Last
week the government
announced a ¤90 million
fund to support Irish startups and I’m delighted to see
this showcase of strong Irish
healthcare companies which,
in working with Health
Innovation Hub Ireland,
have already demonstrated
potential. Supporting
Ireland’s highly innovative
indigenous companies is
imperative in growing our
economy and in delivering
jobs for our future’.

clinical product evaluations
spotlighted include Gasgon
Medical, PacSana, Novus
Diagnostics, Symphysis,
Think Biosolution, MedDeus,
xwave, Feeltect, PPR
Healthcare.
‘There is a real buzz in the
health tech innovation sector

The healthtech innovations
to watch features 10 HIHI
clinical pilots – Ostoform,
MY OT&Me, Zendra Health,
Wellola, Hygiene Audits,
Syncrophi, ViClarity,
Hibergene Diagnostics,
Dental Tech Group, Salasso
and Yellow Schedule. The

Visit our website: www.ucc.ie/en/techtransfer

in Ireland today, with new
ideas and start-ups being
developed throughout the
country. It is imperative
that these companies are
supported at the critical
stages of their product
development to access
our healthcare system and
to engage with clinical

Continued on the following page
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experts. Through our strong collaboration with the
HSE, and Enterprise Ireland and our academic base in
UCC, NUIG, MTU and TCD, we make it easier and faster
for these companies to develop their products. We are
immensely proud of the companies that we’ve chosen
for our showcase, in working with these companies we
have seen the value that they bring to healthcare and
to Ireland.’ Dr Tanya Mulcahy, Interim Director Health
Innovation Hub Ireland.
Over the last 5 years HIHI has supported more than 400
Irish-based health tech start-ups to access to clinical
feedback, or pilot their products in healthcare, assessing
more than 500 ideas from healthcare staff in Ireland
and delivering healthcare innovation training to more
than 1000 healthcare staff across the country. HIHI has
recently secured approval of funding from Enterprise
Ireland to deliver a Clinical Innovator programme in
2022 which will select high potential innovations from
clinicians and link them with academic partners for
further development with a view to establishing new
spin-outs.

Pictured above: Taoiseach Micheal Martin, Dr Tanya Mulcahy and Professor
John Higgins at the launch of 20 healthtech innovations to watch in 2022.

The HIHI Open Call 2022 is seeking applications from
companies with market ready healthcare solutions who
are ready to pilot in healthcare. The call closes on March
7th and application details are available on:
https://hih.ie/engage/open-call/

Other News
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Upcoming events:
SPRINT Accelerator Awards - We are excited to announce that the
awards are back in-person. The awards event is scheduled for 12 noon,
24th March 2022, at the Dr Dora Allman Boardroom, The Hub, UCC. The
event will be officiated by Mr Leo Clancy, CEO, Enterprise Ireland and UCC
President Professor John O’Halloran, with an expected audience of 70.
SPRINT is a pre start-up accelerator for researchers, covering all the pillars
of starting and growing a spin-out campus company using intellectual
property. The awards will honour the class of 18 researchers on the 2021
programme, from research centres and departments across UCC including
Tyndall, INFANT, INSIGHT, APC Microbiome Ireland, MaREI and for the first
time Teagasc. Previous winners of the SPRINT Awards include Mirai Medical,
Varadis, BioPixs, SeqBiome and Ribomaps, all spin-outs of the University.
You can register for this event by Monday 28th February 2022 here:
SPRINT Accelerator Programme Awards & Launch 2022

SPRINT Accelerator 2022 is now open for expressions of interest
from the research community - PI’s, Post-docs and PhD students
interested in exploring commercial opportunities for their research output.
Contact Myriam.Cronin@UCC.ie for further information.

IDEAS FOR IMPACT - a 12 hour hackathon for undergraduate and post
graduate students, designed to find new ideas to solve the world’s biggest
problems on March 11th. The title for IDEAS FOR IMPACT this Spring 2022
is MORE ACTIVE MORE ALIVE and it’s all about finding innovative ways
to remove the obstacles to physical activity and to encourage everybody
to become more active and more alive. Successful students will work in
small interdisciplinary teams and will receive the support of experienced
Continued on the following page
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innovation and entrepreneurship mentors. They’ll have 12 hours to
develop an innovative idea that can significantly change how people
participate in physical activity in Ireland, improving their health and
wellbeing and enhancing their quality of life. The best ideas will win
an award and a cash prize.
Register by 7 Mar 2022 at https://ignite.submit.com/admin#/items
More information from michelle.dorgan@ucc.ie

Clár na Mara – An Ocean of Opportunity Marine Industry
Information Session will take place online from 10:00am-11:00am
on Wednesday, March 9th 2022. Nua na Mara, Marine Innovation
Development Centre and HATCH (Venture Capital Company that
supports early stage Aquatech companies and research) are hosting
an information session in conjunction with Tyndall National Institute,
University College Cork and the MaREI SFI Research Centre. This
event will showcase the supports, funding, and information available
to researchers, staff and students with business ideas related to or
that can be applied to the marine sector. To register for Clár na Mara
on Wednesday, March 9th, please click HERE
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UCC INNOVATION OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION
Our offices are on the 2nd Floor, Western Gateway Building, UCC
(Reception: Office 2.44)

STAFF CONTACT DETAILS
Interim Director: Dr Sally Cudmore, s.cudmore@ucc.ie
Operations Manager: Dr David Corkery, d.corkery@ucc.ie
Administration: Marie Healy/Anne McSweeney (job-share) uccinnovation@ucc.ie
Commercialisation Case Managers: See areas of responsibility
Dr Kevin Dalton, k.dalton@ucc.ie
Dr Karen McCarthy, Karen_McCarthy@ucc.ie
Dr Anthony Morrissey, a.morrissey@ucc.ie

UCC Technology available
for Licencing

Dr Emer O’Shea, EmerOshea@ucc.ie
Head of UCC Consultancy Unit: Rachel O’Leary, rachel.oleary@ucc.ie

Interview with Start-up Lab
Winners, WeRead

UCC Consulting Administrator: Ruth Hargrove, consulting@ucc.ie
GatewayUCC and SPRINT Manager: Myriam Cronin, myriam.cronin@ucc.ie

Social Entrepreneurship Lib Multicultural Counselling
and Support Programme

UCC Innovation Spinout Manager: Mícheál Collins, micheal.collins@ucc.ie

Tyndall won ¤1.8m fund
to develop novel medical
devices, MedPhab

IGNITE Programme Manager: Michelle Dorgan, michelle.dorgan@ucc.ie

IGNITE Director: Eamon Curtin, e.curtin@ucc.ie

Finance Manager: Julianne Quinlan, julianne.quinlan@ucc.ie
Legal: Christine Alcorn, c.alcorn@ucc.ie

Other News

For further info email: UCCinnovation@ucc.ie

Legal: Sheila Creedon, sheila.creedon@ucc.ie
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