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PhD study - The life history, ecology and dynamics of the Black Scabbard (Aphanopus carbo) in the deep water ecosystem of the North East Atlantic

Applications are invited for a PhD position on black scabbard biology.  The candidate will be based in Dept. Zoology, Ecology and Plant Science, University College Cork and will be co-supervised by Dr Paul Connolly (Marine Institute) and Dr Emer Rogan (UCC).  The project is grant aided under the Sea Change strategy with the support of the Marine Institute and the Marine Research Sub-programme of the National Development Plan 2007 – 2013. 

Background: Black scabbard (Aphanopus carbo) form an important part of both the mixed and directed deep water fisheries of the north east Atlantic. Landings reached 9100 tonnes in 2002, but declined to 3500 tonnes in 2005. Black scabbard is poorly understood in terms of its life history, ecology and dynamics. It has a wide distribution in the north east Atlantic between 200 and 1600m, but there is very little objective information available on the stock structure of the species. Distribution of the species has led to the hypothesis of a single stock but this remains uncertain. There is also controversy on the ageing of black scabbard fish. This has major implication for understanding the dynamics of the species.  

Project: This project aims to address a number of aspects of black scabbard biology, including spawning areas, reproduction, age composition and diet.  Stable isotope analysis will also be carried out.  Participation in deep water research cruises, sampling on-board commercial fishing boats and the establishment of collaboration with other labs will be an important part of this work. 

Candidate: Applicants should have a minimum qualification of a BSc 2.1 (Hons) degree or equivalent.  A good knowledge of fisheries ecology, biostatistics and GIS is advantageous.  Our ideal candidate is highly motivated, can work independently, has ship time experience, the ability to communicate and work well with the fishing industry and good computer skills. 

Duration and Salary: Duration is 4 years. Salary is € 20,000 pa and tuition fees (EU level) will be covered.  

Application: The closing date for applications is 28th March 2008.  Applications should include a letter of application, curriculum vitae & the names of two referees.  Candidates should submit their application via e-mail to E.Rogan@ucc.ie, attaching scanned documentation on education, exams (including major grades) and relevant experience. The applicants should also provide a short cover letter (max 500 words) outlining the reasons why they are particularly suited for the PhD.  Applications can also be posted to: Dr E. Rogan, Dept. Zoology, Ecology & Plant Science, University College Cork, Distillery Fields, North Mall, Cork, Ireland.
Informal enquiries can be made by contacting Dr E. Rogan (Email: E.Rogan@ucc.ie) or Dr P. Connolly (Paul.Connolly@marine.ie).
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