APC Positions available – September 2006

Postdoctoral Positions - Behavioural Neuroscience/ Neurogastrology

Two postdoctoral positions are available to study neurobiological mechanisms underlying stress-related gastrointestinal disorders. Candidates should have a strong background in psychopharmacology, behavioral neuroscience or in vivo neurogastrology with an interest in psychiatric disorders. Experience with surgical techniques and behavioural analysis relevant to psychiatric illnesses and/or irritable bowel syndrome in rodents is desirable. 
For further information contact:  

Prof Ted Dinan t.dinan@ucc.ie 

Dr. John F. Cryan j.cryan@ucc.ie
Postdoctoral Positions – Neurocience/Immunocytochemistry

A postdoctoral position is available to study neurobiological mechanisms underlying stress-related gastrointestinal disorders. Candidates should have a strong background in immunocytochemisty with an interest in psychiatric and neurogastrological disorders. Experience with brain analysis is desirable. 
For further information contact:  

Prof Ted Dinan t.dinan@ucc.ie 

Dr. John F. Cryan j.cryan@ucc.ie
Postdoctoral Positions – Neuroimmunology/Gastrointestinal Immunology

A postdoctoral position is available to study neuroimmunological mechanisms underlying stress-related gastrointestinal disorders. Candidates should have a strong background in assessing peripheral immune measures with an interest in psychiatric and neurogastrological disorders. Experience with flow cytometry, and ELISA based immunoassays is desirable. 
For further information contact:  
Prof Ted Dinan t.dinan@ucc.ie 

Dr. John F. Cryan j.cryan@ucc.ie
Research scientist in ‘omics’ technologies

This project aims to build a technology platform in the areas of genomics and transcriptomics, including associated computational tools. Such a platform aims to provide technical and intellectual assistance for genome sequencing projects (computer aided genome assembly, automated and manual annotation) as well as projects that entail global transcription profiling and accompanying data interpretation. The platform will consist of a cluster/server and connected computational hard and soft ware, as well as various gene chip array instruments and will be managed by two research scientists.

Proven track record in prokaryotic transcriptomics and/or genomics projects, extensive knowledge of and experience in molecular biological techniques and computational biological tools

For further information contact: 
Dr Douwe van Sinderen, d.vansinderen@ucc.ie, phone 353 21 4901365

Dr Paul O’Toole, pwotoole@ucc.ie, phone 353 21 4903997

Post-doctoral and research scientist positions – Mucosal inflammation

Exciting opportunities have arisen in relation to studying novel pharmaceutical agonists and antagonists on defined targets within the mucosal immunoinflammatory cascade. These agents are at an early stage of development and provide an opportunity to work at the interface of academe and industry. The work will include in vitro assay systems, ex vivo organ culture, and in vivo experimentation. In addition, there is major scope for work on novel drug discovery with the investigation of new targets within the mucosal immunoinflammatory response. Candidates would have a distinct advantage if they have a background in any of the following areas: immunology, signal transduction, inflammation research, host-flora interactions, or epithelial cell physiology. There are a number of positions available in this area.
For further information contact: 

Dr Liam O’Mahony, liam.omahony@ucc.ie, phone 353 21 4901372
Prof. Fergus Shanahan, f.shanahan@ucc.ie; phone +353 21 4901226
Post-graduate student – using metagenomics to identify bacterial interactions with host cells
A position is available for a motivated graduate student wishing to use state-of-the–art technologies to investigate the interactions of unculturable bacteria with the host cells in the gut ecosystems.  The work will use a currently established metagenomic library of the gut microbiota and using robotic systems initiate screens of this library against human cell lines.  The task will be identify bacterial genetic elements which interact or influence host functions and to identify mechanisms of action. Candidates are expected to have a 2:1 or higher classification in a relevant degree.

For further information contact: 

Dr Julian R. Marchesi, j.marchesi@ucc.ie , phone 353 21 4902820

Research scientist in metagenomics and robotics

The metagenomics and metabolism core are looking for a keen and motivated scientist to help build and suppport a technology platform in the areas of metagenomics and robotics.  The platform will support the current cores activities, which included comparative metagenomics and high through-put screening for novel bioactive agents and metabolic processes and at the same time, expand the availability of the QPIX2-XT and liquid-handling robot to rest of the APC’s cores.  The candidate will be expected to have a degree in a biological relevant subject and will be given training in using the equipment.  The position is a 2/3 funded post.

For further information contact: 

Dr Julian R. Marchesi, j.marchesi@ucc.ie , phone 353 21 4902820

Research Scientist Positions - Germ Free Animal Studies 

Two research scientist positions (1 senior & 1 junior) are available to study the impact of selected micro-organisms on immune development and inflammatory disorders in germ free animal models.  A background in immunology, physiology and/or germ free systems is desirable.  The senior position requires a minimum of three years relevant experience.

For further information contact: 

Dr Liam O’Mahony, liam.omahony@ucc.ie, phone 353 21 4901372 

Prof. Fergus Shanahan, f.shanahan@ucc.ie; phone +353 21 4901226

Research Scientist Positions - Cellular Imaging 

Research scientist positions are available to study the immune mechanisms and mediators responsible for regulation of mamalian host-microbial interactions.  A number of imaging approaches are being utilised in order to visualise in real time the cellular interactions responsible for this phenomena.  A strong background in biophotonic imaging techniques, flow cytometry or confocal microscopy is desirable.

For further information contact: 

Dr Liam O’Mahony, liam.omahony@ucc.ie , phone 353 21 4901372 
Postdoctoral Position - Lactobacillus Functional Genomics

The appointee will use genome sequencing, comparative genome hybridization, transcriptional microarray analysis and mutagenesis, to identify and characterize proteins involved in bacterial-host interaction. Applicants should have a broad range of appropriate laboratory (and preferably also computational) skills in bacterial genetics/genomics.

For further information contact: 
Dr Paul O’Toole, pwotoole@ucc.ie, phone 353 21 4903997

Research assistant – entry level position

The appointee will use techniques including mutagenesis, functional assays and gene cloning to identify and characterize proteins involved in probiotic properties of Lactobacillus salivarius. Applicants should have a B.Sc or M.Sc. in Microbiology, Genetics, or Biochemistry, and have appropriate laboratory skills in bacterial genetics.
The appointment will be for one year, and salary commensurate with experience.
For further information contact: 
Dr Paul O’Toole, pwotoole@ucc.ie, phone 353 21 4903997

For general information about the APC, or information about other positions available please contact Dr. Sally Cudmore, General Manager, Alimentary Pharmabiotic Centre, BioSciences Institute, UCC s.cudmore@ucc.ie , phone +353 21 4901320

To apply for all positions, please send the following to Dr. Sally Cudmore
1) a letter of introduction stating which position(s) you are interested in and why you would be suitable for the position(s)

2) your CV, including contact details and e-mail addresses for two people willing to provide a reference letter.

Closing date for applications is 5pm on Friday September 15th.

