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B Y S T A N D E R  W E E K  I N F O R M A T I O N  S T A N D S
In  2023,  information stands were held on main campus and the Brookf ield
campus and our community Gardaí  jo in us each year to distr ibute information
and answer quest ions from students and staff .   I t  is  an opportunity to create
awareness of  support  services and the services of  our  community partners.   As
ever we were del ighted to have the support  of  UCC President Professor John
O’Hal loran

Bystander Intervention Week 2023

L A U N C H  O F  T H E  S T A F F  P R O G R A M M E  
The staff  /  workplace programme was launched
during Bystander week and was very wel l
received.  A presentat ion on the reach and impact
of  the programme was fol lowed by a discussion
panel  with three staff  members who had
part ic ipated in the training discussing the benef i ts
of  t raining.

100% of staff participants believe  that on completion of training they recognise their 
responsibility to address the issue of sexual harassment and violence

92% of staff participants affirm that on completion of training they would intervene in a situation 
where a work colleague is the subject of a sexist remark from a colleague, client for manager.

Every February we host  Bystander Intervention Week on campus to
highl ight  the issue of  sexual  v iolence and harassment and promote
the Bystander Intervention programme.



External  Training

Br igadier  Genera l  Rossa Mulcahy  & Prof  Lou ise  Crowley
Photo:  Mark  Condren

I R I S H  D E F E N C E  F O R C E S

Professor Louise Crowley,
Director ,  UCC Bystander
Intervention has undertaken to
del iver  SERR (Sexual  Ethics and
Respectful  Relat ionships)
training to members of  the I r ish
Defence Forces at  their  16
locations nationwide.   Training
commenced in September and
members from al l  ranks of  the
Ir ish Army,  Naval  Service,  Air
Corps and Reserves are
part icipating in the training.   I t
commenced in September 2023
and wi l l  continue in 2024.

A L L  R I G H T  A L L  N I G H T  Y O U T H  P R O G R A M M E

All  R ight  Al l  Night is  a national  campaign funded
by the Department of  Tourism, Culture,  Arts ,
Gaeltacht ,  Sport  and Media .
  
A  6 module programme for  schools and youth
groups,  alongside bespoke 2.5 hour workshops
aimed at  16-24 year olds in sports and youth
sett ings have been created (with ‘Train the
Trainer ’  opportunit ies) .   The training wi l l  support
young people to be empowered with the r ight
knowledge and ski l ls  to look out  for  one another
as ‘Act ive Bystanders’  so everyone can have safe
and fun nights out .

Queries on training opportunit ies to del iver  these
programmes or  workshops in your youth sett ing
can be directed to:
in f o @ a l l r i g h t a l l n i g h t . i e  
b y s t a n d e r @ u c c . i e
w w w . u c c . i e / e n / a l l r i g h t - a l l n i g h t /

https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-tourism-culture-arts-gaeltacht-sport-and-media/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-tourism-culture-arts-gaeltacht-sport-and-media/
mailto:info@allrightallnight.ie
mailto:info@allrightallnight.ie


Bystander Second Level  

Programme Research

O I R E A C H T A S  C O M M I T T E E  O N  E D U C A T I O N  
A N D  S K I L L S

Professor Louise Crowley,  Programme
Director  and Cél ine Gr i f f in ,  Manager ,  were
invited to present their  Bystander
Intervent ion second level  pi lot  f indings
and vis ion for  second level  curr iculum
change to the Oireachtas Committee on
Consent Programmes in I r ish Education in
Nov ‘23 .

.

Students feelings upon completion of the programme

I R C  F U N D E D  B Y S T A N D E R  I N T E R V E N T I O N  S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L  P R O G R A M M E

The impact report  of  the Bystander Intervent ion Secondary School
Programme 2022/23 (funded by the I r ish Research Counci l)  was publ ished.

The impact data indicates a very real  capacity and desire for  cultural
change with an awakening of  indiv idual  and col lect ive capacity ,  to
recognise and chal lenge unacceptable behaviour ,  and to demand and
effect  a better ,  more respectful  exper ience for  al l .  
Ful l  report  avai lable here:  www.ucc. ie/en/bystander/resources/

On completion of the training 64%

students said they had the capacity to

intervene if they witnessed or heard

unacceptable behaviour.  

This was an increase of 19% 

from pre-training.

Senator  E i leen F lynn ,  P rofessor  Lou ise  Crowley ,  
Cel ine Gr i f f in  and Senator  A is l ing Dolan



Partnership with UCC Sport

U C C  S P O R T  I N I T I A T I V E S  ( M A R  2 0 2 3 )

The Bystander Programme has col laborated with UCC Sports on numerous
init iat ives .   

Launch of  the UCC GAA’s  Heal thy  Clubs  In i t iat i ve

UCC Respect  of f icers  part ic ipate in
Bystander  In tervent ion T ra in ing

UCC’s GAA are the f i rst  third level
club to jo in the GAA ‘Healthy Club
Init iat ive’  and wi l l  be Cork ’s  f i rst  c lub
to include Bystander Intervent ion
training as part  of  a suite of
programmes to enhance their
members’  physical ,  social ,
emotional ,  and psychological  health .  

Each Sports Club now has a Respect
Off icer  whose role is  to demonstrate
leadership in support ing and
developing a posit ive and proact ive
culture of  respect amongst al l
members of  c lubs.  

Photoshoot
h igh l ight ing the

partnersh ip
between Bystander

Intervent ion and
UCC sports  c lubs



T A R G E T E D  S O C I A L  M E D I A  C A M P A I G N S
Social  media posts were created to target incoming
f i rst  years to create awareness of  the Bystander
Intervent ion programme and s ignpost  to support
services.

Student Engagement

S O C I A L  M E D I A  C O L L A B O R A T I O N S  W I T H
S T U D E N T S

In  Oct 23 ,  the Bystander Intervent ion
Programme was invited by the
Students Union to create a ser ies of
social  media posts for  SHAG week,  and
invited by UCC Sport  to do an Insta
takeover to speak about Bystander ’s
relat ionship with UCC Sport .

Targeted social  media campaigns were
held to highl ight  key learnings from the
Barbie movie and to address the toxic
commentary appearing on social  media
in response to the move.

E V E N T S  &  W O R K S H O P S

The Bystander
Intervent ion programme
was promoted at
student events
throughout the year ,
including the Nat ional
Dance Varsit ies ,  hosted
by UCC Dance and the
Consent Tea Party
organised by FemSoc
and UCC SU.

Mar ianne Joyce Bystander
Research Ass i s tant  & SU
Welfare  off icer  Aoibhe
O’Br ien  at tending the

Consent  Tea Party  dur ing
SHAG week

Workshops are held for  students who
with to avai l  of  their  digital  badge,
with workshops also being offered for
specif ic  cohorts of  students
e.g.Student Union,  Peer Support
Leaders ,  Le Chei le ,  Quercus Scholars

Le Chei le  Workshop



T Y N D A L L  R E S E A R C H  I N S T I T U T E

The EDI  and People & Culture Committees at
the Tyndal l  Nat ional  Research Inst i tute are
real ly  passionate about inclusion,  belonging
and respect .   Cél ine Gr i f f in ,  Manager of  the
Bystander programme was invited to speak
about how bystander training contr ibutes to a
respectful  work environment”  at  Tyndal l ’s
recent conference.

Embedding training in units

and academic modules

E M B E D D I N G  B Y S T A N D E R  I N T E R V E N T I O N  T R A I N I N G
I N T O  A C A D E M I C  M O D U L E S

We cont inue to work with programme co-ordinators
to provide training to their  students as part  of  their
academic assessments .

P ictured is  Dr .  E l isa Serra-Porteiro 's  at  UCC’s CIRTL
Teaching and Learning Showcase,  with her  poster
providing an overview of  how she embedded
Bystander Intervent ion training into the BA
Internat ional  student ’s  module.

95% increase in sign

ups to the Bystander

Intervention Digital

Badge programme

from March to October

at Tyndall

Students  at tending Tyndal l ’ s  summer
fe l lowsh ip  programme part ic ipated in

Bystander  In tervent ion T ra in ing.



Plans for  2024

B Y S T A N D E R  W E E K  2 0 2 4

Bystander week wi l l  be held from M o n d a y  2 6 t h  F e b r u a r y  t o  F r i d a y  1 s t  M a r c h
2 0 2 4 .   Many other HEI ’s  wi l l  co-ordinate their  Bystander Intervent ion
promotions dur ing this  week ensur ing a sector  approach in creat ing
awareness of  the benef i ts  of  Bystander Intervent ion Training.

Further correspondence on UCC’s Bystander events wi l l  be disseminated in
January.   P lease contact us at  bystander@ucc. ie i f  your inst i tut ion or  school
would l ike to host  an event dur ing Bystander week,  February 2024.

BY S T A N D E R  I N T E R V E N T I O N  P R O G R A M M E  R O L L O U T  A C R O S S  T H E  H E  S E C T O R

The HEA funded a pi lot  enabl ing al l  HE Inst i tut ions to access the programme.  
This  led to demand across the sector  to embed this  cr i t ical  intervent ion
programme as part  of  their  strategy in addressing sexual  v iolence and
harassment .   

‘Train the Trainer ’  sessions are avai lable to those who wish to run in-person
Bystander Intervent ion workshops within their  inst i tut ions.   For  further
information please contact :  bystander@ ucc. ie

B Y S T A N D E R  I N T E R V E N T I O N  W O R K S H O P S  F O R
W O R K P L A C E  S E T T I N G S

Apr ‘23: Professor Crowley delivered a Bystander
Intervention Workshop at the Irish Medical Organisation’s

annual conference

Bystander Intervention
presentations and workshops are
available for organisations and
workplace settings. These bespoke
workshops are tailed to the needs
of the organisation. Enquiries to:
bystander@ucc.ie

Jun ‘23: Professor Crowley delivered a
Bystander Intervention presentation at

Apple’s Inclusion & Diversity week



To fol low our work more closely ,  please check 
us out  on our socials .   

The fol lowing is  a l ink to the resources page on our website
where you can read our impact reports and l isten to the

programme Director  Professor Louise Crowley’s  extensive
media coverage during 2023

h t t p s : / / w w w . u c c . i e / e n / b y s t a n d e r / r e s o u r c e s /

C o n t a c t  u s :  b y s t a n d e r @ u c c . i e

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  r e a d i n g  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r ,  w h i c h  c a p t u r e s  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  2 0 2 3  

Sept ‘23: Professor  Crowley
presented at a roundtable in

Monash University in Prato, Italy
critically assessing international

policy responses to violence against
women and femicide.

National  and Internat ional  impact

Apr ‘23: Professor Crowley was invited to speak at
the launch of the NWCI ESHTE Good Practice

Guide which supports institutional implementation
of the Framework to End Sexual Harassment and

Violence at Third Level. 

Jun ‘23: Professor Crowley
receives Special Merit Award at
Irish Law awards 2023 for her
Bystander Intervention work.

Nov ‘23: Professor Crowley presented
at the UniSAFE GBV conference at the

University of Namur, Belgium on
addressing sexual harassment and

violence at third level. Pictured with
Suzanne Walker, Senior Executive

Officer, HEA

May ‘23: Professor Crowley on Ireland AM  
discussing the everyday normalisation of

sexual harassment and the need for an all of
society response with Tommy Bow, Muireann

O’Connell and Aoife Moore.

Jun ‘23: Professor Crowley chaired the launch
or the National Womens Council and Dept of
Justice powerful report on the Intersection of
the Criminal Justice, Private Family Law and

Public Law Child Care Processes in relation to
Domestic and Sexual Violence. 

@BystanderUcc

@BystanderUcc

UCC Bystander Intervention


