[image: ][image: ]UCC Futures Scholars (GoI)
2027 Application Form

UCC Futures Scholars
Application Form
Applicant Profile/Training Plan · Research Project · Research Ecosystem and/or Interdisciplinarity   
How to use this template: Read the instructions above each question, then type your answer directly into the shaded box that follows. Each section is labelled with its word limit. Please keep your response within that limit. 
Gender-blind Assessment: Use gender-neutral language throughout the Application Form. Where practicable, avoid including names, titles, pronouns, or other information that may identify the applicant's gender. Refer to the applicant as “the applicant” or “they/them”.

Title of Application:
1. Please provide the title of your application. 
The title should describe the proposed research project only and must not contain any information that could identify the applicant or otherwise compromise the gender-blind assessment process (see above).
WORD LIMIT: NOT APPLICABLE
	Type here your response



Applicant Profile & Training Plan   (45% marks — 1000 words)
1. Please list all completed and current third-level qualifications.
For each qualification provide:
1. Degree type: Taught / Research
1. Qualification title
1. Institution
1. Discipline/field
1. Graduation date (DD/MM/YYYY) if applicable, or indicate ongoing
1. Final grade/classification (if applicable)
Do not include information not requested above (such as further details about the degree). Please note if the applicant has a degree ongoing, this must be completed no later than 30 September 2027 so that if successful they can enrol in the PhD programme as of 01 October 2027.
WORD LIMIT: NOT APPLICABLE
	[bookmark: Text1]Type here your response



2. Research achievements and relevant experience
Outline your research achievements relevant to this application. For example, peer-reviewed publications, conference presentations, research awards, datasets or databases developed, patents, fieldwork or excavations, public engagement activities, artistic or creative outputs, and other significant research contributions. Also describe any paid employment, professional practice, voluntary activity, entrepreneurship, community engagement or leadership experience that has equipped you with skills, knowledge or perspectives relevant to delivering this project. Applicants are encouraged to highlight evidence of collaboration, interdisciplinary working, innovation, leadership, problem-solving or impact.
WORD LIMIT: 250 WORDS
	Type here your response


3. Personal statement
Please provide a personal statement outlining your motivation for pursuing doctoral study and your suitability for the proposed research. Address the following questions:
1. Your reasons for undertaking a PhD.
1. The rationale for selecting your proposed research topic.
1. The significance and relevance of the skills and expertise you aim to develop through this research.
1. Your academic, professional, or personal background and how it has prepared you for this field of study.
1. The qualities, experiences, and attributes that demonstrate your potential to succeed as an independent researcher.

WORD LIMIT: 500 WORDS
	 Type here your response


4. Career Training and Development Plan
Please provide a career training and development plan which addresses the following:
1. What are your career goals and how would this scholarship help you to achieve them?
1. How will you go about acquiring the expert knowledge and transferable skills necessary for your professional development, e.g. technical skills, communication skills, analytical skills?
1. How would this scholarship enable you to gain skills relevant to employment outside the traditional academic sector?
1. How can the scholarship transform your existing skills in those identified as being required to pursue the chosen career?

WORD LIMIT: 250 WORDS
	Type here your response 




Research Project   (45% marks — 1200 words)
1. Describe the anticipated impact of your research project in clear and accessible language for a non-specialist audience.
Outline the issue or opportunity that motivates the research and explain why it matters. Describe how the knowledge, evidence, products, approaches, or insights generated by the project could benefit scholarship, society, communities, policymakers, industry, culture, health, or the environment. Highlight who stands to benefit and the difference the research could make in the short, medium, or long term. Avoid technical language wherever possible.

WORD LIMIT: 150 WORDS
	Type here your response


2. Please provide details of your proposed research, to include:
a) aims, objectives and central research questions of the project
b) how existing literature on the topic has been used to inform the proposal
c) how the project will advance state of the art and make a contribution to existing knowledge

WORD LIMIT: 750 WORDS
	Type here your response 


3. Please detail how the research will be conducted and why the chosen approach is appropriate for the research question.
Describe the methods, data sources, materials or techniques that will be used, demonstrating the project's feasibility and your understanding of the methodological challenges involved.

WORD LIMIT: 300 WORDS
	Type here your response 
 
 
 
 



Research Ecosystem and/or Interdisciplinarity   (10% marks — 500 words)
Describe how the supervisory team and research environment will support the successful delivery of the proposed project. Explain how the expertise, facilities, networks, and support available through the supervisory team and relevant UCC research structures, including Futures Area(s), FSRC/no-Futures affiliation, research centres, schools, departments, institutes, or other collaborations, will contribute to the project's quality, feasibility, and impact.
Where relevant, explain how interdisciplinary approaches, expertise, methodologies, or perspectives strengthen the project and help address the research questions.
Your response should address:
· Supervisory fit: How the expertise, experience, and networks of the supervisory team align with the proposed research.
· Research environment: How the wider research ecosystem will support and enhance the project.
· Resources and support: The facilities, infrastructure, specialist expertise, training, and other resources available to support successful project delivery.
· Interdisciplinarity (where relevant): How the integration of different disciplines, methods, or perspectives adds value to the research.
Demonstrate how the supervisory team, research environment, and available supports provide the conditions necessary for a high-quality, impactful, and, where appropriate, interdisciplinary research project.

WORD LIMIT: 500 WORDS
	Type here your response 
 
 










Applicant and Lead Supervisor Acknowledgements

1. I  hereby declare that we have read and accept the requirements as set out in the Call Document.


|_|  I agree

2. I confirm that, for the purposes of this UCC Futures Scholars call, this is the only applicant whom I endorse, whose application I submit through the Pure portal, and for whom I have agreed to act as Lead Supervisor in line with Call Document requirements.



|_|  I agree

	3. I confirm that the information supplied in this application is correct and recognise that should it become apparent that any of the information provided in the application is inaccurate or not verifiable with appropriate documentation, it will result in the application automatically being deemed ineligible.



|_|  I agree

	4. I confirm that this application is the Applicant's own work, developed with the supervisory team. The Applicant and supervisory team are jointly responsible for the originality, accuracy, and scholarly integrity of the application. I confirm that the proposal is free from plagiarism and that its intellectual content, research rationale, and scholarly judgement have not been outsourced, delegated to, or substantially generated through the use of generative artificial intelligence (GenAI) systems or other third parties.


[bookmark: Check4]|_|  I agree

	5. I confirm that the proposed research does not include any activities that are ineligible for funding under the UCC Research Ethics framework, Research Ireland and EU-funding ethics requirements. These ineligible activities for funding are:
· Research activity aimed at human cloning for reproductive purposes
· Research activity intended to modify the genetics of human beings that could make such changes heritable (with the exception of research relating to cancer treatment of the gonads, which may be funded)
· Research activities to create human embryos solely for the purpose of research or for the purpose of stem cell procurement, including by means of somatic cell nuclear transfer



|_|  I agree


	6. I confirm that no application for funding for the same or a substantially similar research project has been submitted, or is intended to be submitted, to Research Ireland or any other national or international funding programme.



[bookmark: Check1]|_|  I confirm the above statement
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