
Diploma in the Psychology of Criminal Behaviour
(NFQ Level 7)








Psychopaths, serial killers, stalkers, rapists, paedophiles . . . the fascinating world of forensic
psychology! If you have a burning interest in these topics, then The Psychology of Criminal
Behaviour Diploma is the course for you. Designed to provide a flexible part-time third-level
learning opportunity, this course is suitable for anyone with a desire to learn about the
workings of the criminal mind, what motivates an individual to commit crimes, and how
investigators collect psychological clues. 

Who should apply?
The Psychology of Criminal Behaviour is the only course of its kind in the Republic of Ireland
offered at NFQ Level 7. It is also the only diploma in the field of forensic psychology that offers
a unique part-time flexible option allowing you to combine work with study. Previous students
include members of An Garda Síochána, juvenile liaison officers, community Gardaí, outreach
workers, solicitors, counsellors, addiction counsellors, law clerks, students of psychology,
prison officers, probation officers, youth workers, teachers, and numerous individuals who are
simply fascinated with the study of the criminal mind.

How will you benefit?
The Diploma will provide you with a comprehensive insight into criminal behaviour and the
criminal mind. You will develop your understanding of the major theories that seek to explain
criminal behaviour especially in relation to violent and sexual crimes. Students who complete
the course will appreciate the interface between the fields of law and psychology and in doing
so enhance the recognition of forensic psychology as a distinct specialism of psychology.
Previous students of the Diploma have successfully gained entry to a number of other courses
including degrees in psychology and law as well as postgraduate courses such as MAs in
criminology. The progression routes open to you depend on your individual background. Other
students of the course have gained employment with various voluntary and community
agencies. Members of An Garda Síochána and students from other professions who completed
the course have found that implementing what they have learned on the course is
tremendously beneficial to their line of work.

How will it be delivered? 
This course is delivered online and takes place one weekend per month between October to
September. There will be a mixture of pre-recorded material in the Friday night sessions which
you can watch at your leisure, while retaining some shortened live Saturday sessions with
guest lectures.

Fees 
€2100 per academic year

Want to Know more?
Programme Coordinator: Helena O’Connor (h.oconnor@ucc.ie)

What is the course about? 

Apply now at: https://www.ucc.ie/en/ace-dpcb/
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