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OVERALL SUMMARY

*Tricky words in
BOLD explained at
the end!



MEET THE PETITIONERS!
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Woodpecker is the nickname of the youngest of all plaintiffs. He wasn’t
even born when the case was filed! His mum and legal representative made
him part of the claim while he was still in her womb. This was the first time
that a foetus was listed as a claimant in a climate case.

WHAT ARTICLES 0f SOUTH KOREA’S CONSTITUTION DID THEY CITE?

o Art. 10. Right to life, pursuit of happiness and
general freedom of action.

® Art. 11. Right to equality.

® Art. 23: Right to property.

o Art. 35: Right to live in a healthy and pleasant
environment.

o Art. 34(6) and 35(2). State’s oligation to
prevent disasters and protect the people from
the risk of environmental disasters.



https://www.npr.org/2024/04/24/1246784475/south-korea-lawsuit-government-climate-change-violating-human-rights?utm_source=chatgpt.com

In 2020 alone, strong rains
and Typhoons in South
Korea caused over 1.153

billion USD in damages, and

A6 people lost their lives -
which is three times

worse than the average in

the last 10 years.

fOR EXAlPLE:

frequent landslides and
typhoons damage thousands of
hectares of crops, which
results in  food shortages,
higher prices, and less access
To healthy food - especially
affecting vulnerable communities
and future generations.

Winters are also warmer
than before, which causes
summer insects (flower
cicadas, walkingsticks, leaf-
ealing insects etc.) To
survive longer and damage

forests. #

WHAT DID THE COURT DECIDE?

@ WHY IS THIS CASE IMPORTANT?
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® South Korea’s Carbon Neutrality Act (2021) is the national law to help the
country fight climate change and protect the environment. It aims to make South
Korea carbon neutral, which means the country needs to balance the amount of
greenhouse gases it emits with the amount it removes from the atmosphere. To
achieve this, it promised to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 40% by 2030
compared to 2018 levels. However, the plaintiffs in Woodpecker and others v.
South Korea argued that this target was not enough to stop climate change.

® ‘Future Generations” are all those generations that do not yet exist, are yet to
come and who will eventually inherit this planet. While children and youth are part
of present generations and not future generations, their lives extend further into
the future than that of adults and they will be more impacted by decisions being
made today than the adults making them. Concern for future generations does not
means less of a focus on present generations or efforts to address climate
change. Upholding the rights and meeting the needs of present generations is a
precondition for a better shared future.

® A foetus can be included as a plaintiff in a climate case, although this is
unusual and depends on the laws of the country where the case is filed. In
Woodpecker and others v South Korea, a foetus was included as one of the
claimants to symbolically and legally represent the rights of future generations.

® A petition is a legal document that asks for a specific court order. It can be
created by a person, a group or an organisation, and it can be sent to a national or
regional court, such as the European Court of Human Rights, or to an international
body, such as the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
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