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Effective forest management can boost plantation
hindi“erSitv Linda Coote

Research from the PLANFORBIO programme was featured in an article in the European Commission DG Environment News Alert Service "Science
for Environment Policy" in 2013. A publication by Linda Coote of Trinity College Dublin in Forest Ecology and Management was the focus of the
article.This publication reported that good forest management and careful choice of site can transform tree plantations into refuges for woodland
plant diversity. Plantations of native species on or near historic woodland and those with adequate light levels below the tree canopy were found
to support more plant species. Forests with good drainage, reduced canopy cover and moderate grazing were found to support the greatest
biodiversity. These findings are widely applicable to countries outside of Ireland also and clearly demonstrate how targeted management can be
used to improve the biodiversity value of forest plantations.

Further information can be found in: Coote et al. 2012. Can plantation forests support plant species and communities of semi-natural woodland?
Forest Ecology and Management, 283: 86-95.




Special issue of Forest Ecology and Management
on mechanisms and predictors of ecological change
In managed forests

Members of the PLANFORBIO research team who organised the international IUFRO conference on biodiversity in forest ecosystems and

landscapes at University College Cork in 2012 were invited to be guest editors on a special issue of the journal Forest Ecology and Management
containing a selection of papers from the conference which will be published in early 2014.The conference brought together researchers from a
wide range of disciplines to address currently relevant topics for forest biodiversity policy and practice. Sustainable forest management is
grounded in several international agreements and supports the maintenance and enhancement of biodiversity. It relies on evidence based
research to underpin associated policies and practices. Studies that identify mechanisms of ecological change in forest habitats over time and
predictors appropriate to determining the impact of management practices are particularly helpful in this regard. The special journal issue
presents a selection of papers from the conference which exemplify the use of observational and experimental research approaches to identify
mechanisms of ecological change in forests. The importance of studies focussing on specific mechanisms and the need for expansive research
using larger and long-term datasets in providing a sound basis for forest management and policy was highlighted.

Further information can be found in: Oxbrough et al.In press. Mechanisms and predictors of ecological change in managed forests: A selection of
papers from the second international conference on biodiversity in forest ecosystems and landscapes. Forest Ecology and Management.
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The importance of site selection for biodiversity
conseu“ences 0' attorestatlon Conor Graham

BIRD DIVERSITY AND AFFORESTATION PLANNING
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Forest bird diversity features at
Omithological Research Conference

The hiodiversity value of forest plantations:
A multi-taxomonic evaluation
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End of PLANFORBIO programme conference

Scientists, practitioners and policy makers from Ireland and Northern Ireland will convene in Portlaocise on Monday December 9th to review the
recommendations of PLANORBIO, the largest sustainable forest management research programme ever undertaken in Ireland. Findings to be
presented at the meeting will demonstrate that opportunities for biodiversity enhancement and maintenance, as required by EU directives and
the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, can be maximised through appropriate forest management. Forest management recommendations
from this programme span all stages of the forest cycle, including site selection, choice of tree species, landscape configuration and harvesting
strategies. One of the main threats, not only to forest expansion, but to our existing forest estate, comes from pests and disease, and this
programme also makes recommendations on rhododendron management. The final project recommendations for sustainable forestry will be
based on the research findings, will reflect the input of practitioners and policy makers and will be published in the final project report.




IN 0““ F“HESTS Sandra Irwin

When attempting to determine the environmental value of forest forests should therefore be planned and managed to optimise their
habitats for biodiversity conservation scientists typically rely on the potential to enhance national biodiversity. Biodiversity conservation
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