
ROI COVID-19 Study—Update 
Dear colleagues, 

Thank you for agreeing to participate in the ROI COVID-19 Study. 

COVID-19 among pregnant women in March and April 2020 

Data sources 
Data on COVID-19 in pregnant women were submitted by 16 maternity units/hospitals. 
Data on COVID-19 in the general population were extracted from the Epidemiology of COVID-19 in Ireland 
Report prepared by the Health Protection Surveillance Centre on 2 May 2020. 

Pregnant population 
Nationally, 60,000 women give birth each year. Therefore 45,000 women are pregnant in Ireland at any 
point in time (applying an average nine-month pregnancy). In 2019, 90.0% of the 60,000 women who 
gave birth in Ireland did so in one of the 16 maternity units/hospitals that have so far submitted COVID-19 
test data. Thus, an estimated 40,500 pregnant women (90.0% of 45,000) were in the care of these 16 
units in March-April 2020. 

Notifications received by 12 May 2020 indicate that 495 pregnant women were tested in March-April 
2020. Of these 495 women, 413 tested negative (83.4%), 70 tested positive (14.1%) and the test result 
was unknown for 12 women (2.4%). 
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Based on the 70 positive tests, the cumulative incidence of COVID-19 infection in the estimated 40,500 
pregnant women was 173 per 100,000 women.

General population
There are an estimated 1,016,700 women aged 15-44 years in Ireland, according to the most recent 
population estimates from the Central Statistics Office (2019).
Up to midnight 30 April 2020, 57.8% of all confirmed COVID-19 cases were female and there were 8,229 
cases aged 15-44 years. Applying 57.8% to this number, gives an estimate of 4,752 female cases of COVID-19 
aged 15-44 years.

Based on this estimated 4,752 confirmed cases, the cumulative incidence of COVID-19 infection in women 
aged 15-44 years was 467 per 100,000 women.
Infection rate comparison

The cumulative incidence of COVID-19 in the general population of women aged 15-44 years (467 per 
100,000) is 2.7 times higher (95% confidence interval, 2.1-3.4; p-value<0.001) than in the pregnant 
population (173 per 100,000).
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