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The EU as promoter of anti-discrimination rights in its
neighbourhood — comparing Northern Ireland and Ukraine

IHREC (Dublin), 6 February 2024, 3 - 5 pm. Concept & Call for papers

This seminar explores to what extent the EU effectively promotes anti-discrimination rights in its
neighbourhood, using Northern Ireland as part of the new Western neighbourhood and Ukraine as
part of the Eastern neighbourhood as examples, while combining practical and academic approaches
on the integrative capacity of EU anti-discrimination law in the face of far-right populist challenges.

Northern Ireland and Ukraine as the most Western and Eastern state(let)s in the EU’s neighbour-
hood both have a complex relationship to the EU: while Northern Ireland has left the EU as part of
the UK, its population mainly voted against “Brexit”, (Schiek, 2018, p. 376) mirroring a recognition of
EU integration as an important element of retaining the fragile peace in the region. (Cochrane, 2021,
pp. 318-334) Ukraine’s relationship with the EU has moved from the pro-European zest of the “Or-
ange Revolution” (Copenhagen Economics, 2018; Wolczuk, 2008) towards a more moderate ap-
proach, with the 2014 Russian invasion in Crimea and conflicts in the Donetsk area instigated a par-
tial pro-Russian (re)orientation. (Stryjek, 2020) Yet the 2014 EU-Ukraine Association Agreement con-
stituted a first step towards Europeanisation, (Petrov, 2018; Van der Loo, 2016) becoming more de-
cisive with the first application for membership tendered in 2022 after the renewed Russian attack
(Van der Loo & Van Elsuwege, 2022; Petrov, 2022)

Northern Ireland’s history of conflict between “nationalist” and “unionist” communities is the basis
on which the Good Friday/Belfast Agreement required anti-discrimination law of a broad orientation
to be adopted in the region. Ukraine also accommodates different identities, in particular Ukrainian
and Russian ethnicities, with resulting challenges. EU Anti-discrimination law going beyond racial and
ethnic conflict may constitute a marker of civic progress in a country torn between orientation to-
wards the EU and Russia and a region torn by identitarian conflicts. Conversely, anti-discrimination
law, in particular in relation to gender equality in the widest sense (comprising protection of alterna-
tive life styles and changes of gender identity) had become a bone of contention for political forces
challenging modernity and/or the rule of law and economic openness in both regions (Archer, 2022;
Dietze & Roth, 2020; Shevtsova, 2023)

Anti-discrimination law is part of the legal framework governing relations with the EU in both regions.
In Northern Ireland the Withdrawal Agreement, now referred to as “Windsor Framework”
(Joint Committee, 2023), provides for anti-discrimination rights required during EU membership to be
maintained, and for the regional Equality Commission (ECNI) and Human Rights Commission (NIHRC),
to raise concerns if that obligation is neglected. (de Mars, et al., 2020; IHREC, NIHRC, ECNI, 2022) The
EU/Ukraine Association Agreement provides for progressive adaptation of the EU anti-discrimination
acquis with future changes. (Fedorovych, 2017) We question whether these agreements with the EU
promote citizens’ non-discrimination rights effectively. 2 key-note speakers will critically assess the
situation in the 2 regions: Prof Rory O’Connell, Ulster University, Belfast, and Mariya Yasenova (Euro-
pean Disability Forum), a Ukrainian human rights & non-discrimination expert of 20 years experience.

We invite papers engaging with aspects of the theme outlined above. Send a title, 150-300 words
abstract, and 50 words bio to CEI@ucc.ie or dagmar.schiekl@ucd.ie



https://www.ulster.ac.uk/staff/r-oconnell
https://www.edf-feph.org/mariya-yasenovska/
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