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Leading migration researcher Louise Ryan’s topical and 
intersectional book provides rich insights into migrants’ 
social networks. 

It draws on more than 200 interviews with migrants who 
followed various transnational routes in every decade 
since the 1940s, in order to build valuable longitudinal 
perspectives and comparisons. With a particular focus 
on London, it charts how social networks are formed and 
sustained, how trust is developed and how social support 
is accessed, and explores the key opportunities and 
obstacles that migrants encounter. 

This is a seminal fusion of migration studies and social 
network analysis that casts new light on both subjects, 
essential for those interested in immigration, ethnicity, 
diversity and inequalities.
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“A stunning piece of scholarship that explores how 
migrants’ personal relationships are constantly changing 
by the new framework of telling network stories. Through 
an empirically rich and analytically innovative book, 
Ryan makes an indispensable contribution to qualitative 
network analysis in migration research.” 
Başak Bilecen, University of Groningen

“Based on extensive empirical research, this book by one 
of the most prolific scholars of migration offers deep 
insights into how migrants’ social networks function 
and evolve over time. Stunningly original and essential 
reading!” Russell King, University of Sussex
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