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ECO-HUMANITIES RESEARCH GROUP PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES 2022-23 

 

All lectures take place online (via Zoom).  Please register through Eventbrite to receive the 

Zoom meeting link.  These lectures are open to all and you are warmly invited to attend. 

For further details about the lectures listed below, including abstracts, speaker 

biographical information and Eventbrite registration links for the lectures, please see 

pages 5-8. 

 

Thursday 2nd March 2023    4.00-5.15pm GMT 

Jason König (School of Classics, University of St Andrews and Co-director of the St 

Andrews Centre for Ancient Environment Studies) 

Ecological Grief in Ancient Mediterranean Culture: Aelius Aristides, Philostratus and 

the Smyrna Earthquake of 178 CE 

Chair: Crystal Addey  

 

Thursday 30th March 2023   4.30-5.45pm BST/DST  

Laurence Davis and Matt York (Department of Government and Politics, University College 

Cork)  

Anarchist Ecologies: Grounded Utopias and the Deep Commons  

Chair: Crystal Addey/Jenny Butler 

 

Thursday 11th May 2023  4.00-5.15pm BST/DST 

Sarah Bezan (Department of English and Digital Humanities, and Radical Humanities 

Laboratory, University College Cork) 

Thylacinema: De-Extinction as Multi-Medial Adaptation 

Chair: Maureen O’Connor 

 

Thursday 1st June 2023  4.00-5.15pm BST/DST 

Simone Horstmann (Institute of Catholic Theology, Technical University of Dortmund) 

 
To Believe in the Wild. A Rereading of the Biblical Dominion Mandate 

 
Chair: Hanna Bingel-Jones 
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ECO-HUMANITIES RESEARCH GROUP SPECIAL EVENTS 2022-23 

 

Friday 17th February 2023   4.00-5.15pm (GMT)/ 5.00-6.15pm (CET/MEZ) 

Nicola Thomas (Lancaster University) and Caitríona Ní Dhúill (University College Cork / 

University of Salzburg), in conversation with Eva Horn (University of Vienna / Vienna 

Anthropocene Network) 

Anthropocene Austria: book presentation 

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/anthropocene-austria-book-presentation-tickets-

528472444307 

This online event marks the publication of the latest volume of Austrian Studies. 

'Anthropocene Austria' examines the presence of the now well-established paradigm of the 

Anthropocene — which perceives humanity as a geological force that leaves an indelible 

trace on the fabric of the planet — in Austrian literature and culture. In eleven wide-ranging 

contributions, the volume highlights the entanglements of Austrian literature, film and 

contemporary culture with environments and ecologies in the age of climate breakdown. Join 

us for an online launch and discussion with the editors Dr Nicola Thomas (Lancaster 

University) and Prof. Caitríona Ní Dhúill (University College Cork / University of Salzburg), 

in conversation with Prof. Dr. Eva Horn (University of Vienna / Vienna Anthropocene 

Network).  

Vienna Anthropocene Network event in cooperation with University College Cork Eco-

Humanities Research Group.  

Austrian Studies is a peer-reviewed yearbook published by the Modern Humanities Research 

Association. 

Thursday 23rd February 2023   5.00-5.30pm GMT (1700-1730) 

Benjamin Gearey (Department of Archaeology, University College Cork) 

Report on COP 27 

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/519584630617 

Benjamin Gearey will present a brief and informal report about COP 27, which he attended as 

a member of the UCC delegation. 

Benjamin Gearey is Lecturer in Environmental Archaeology in the Department of 

Archaeology at University College Cork. He has a wide range of research interests focussed 

on wetland environments and especially the archaeological and palaeoenvironmental records 

of peatlands. He is currently editor of The Journal of Wetland Archaeology and elected 

member of the scientific advisory board, Joint Planning Initiative, Cultural Heritage and 

Global Change, Europe 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/anthropocene-austria-book-presentation-tickets-528472444307
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/anthropocene-austria-book-presentation-tickets-528472444307
https://www.ucc.ie/en/eri/research/eco-humanities-research-group/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/eri/research/eco-humanities-research-group/
http://www.mhra.org.uk/about/
http://www.mhra.org.uk/about/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/519584630617
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Conference: Geographies of the Present. Spaces and Places of the 

Anthropocene in Italy 
 

University College Cork 24-25 February 2023 

The Conference is a joint initiative of the School of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures and 

the UCC Eco-Humanities Research Group, affiliated with the Environmental Research 

Institute.  Sponsored by: Department of Italian, UCC; CASiLAC [Centre for Advanced 

Studies in Languages and Cultures, UCC]; SIS [The Society for Italian Studies]; Istituto 

Italiano di Cultura – Dublino. 

For further information, see: 

https://www.ucc.ie/en/italian/events/geographiesofthepresentspacesandplacesoftheanthropoce

neinitaly/ or please contact: geopresent.2023@gmail.com 

Confirmed Keynote Speaker: Niccolò Scaffai (Università degli Studi di Siena) 

The term Anthropocene, which initially emerged in the early 2000s to describe 

the current epoch of the Earth’s history characterised by the geological impact of human 

activities, has also established itself as a category of the literary and non-literary imagination. 

The different implications that can be associated with the Anthropocene have also produced 

new definitions – Capitalocene (Moore 2016), Wasteocene (Armiero 2022), Plantationocene 

and Chtulucene (Haraway 2015) – and urgent debates across disciplines, focusing on “new 

ways of thinking about humanity’s relationship to nature, ourselves and our collective 

existence” (Lövbrand et al. 2020). In literature and the visual arts, the effects of the 

Anthropocene have traditionally been represented as configurations of the future, in the 

extreme forms of disaster, extinction and apocalypse; and according to dynamics of 

“spectacular violence”, as pointed out by Nixon (2011), or within the spheres of the unheard-

of and the unlikely (Ghosh 2016). However, as recently highlighted by the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change, “Climate change is already affecting every region on Earth, in 

multiple ways” (IPCC, 9 August 2021) and this can be exemplified by some ongoing 

transformations occurring in Italy’s territory, landscape and society. For instance, both the 

strengthening of national (and supranational) political boundaries, and the “natural” change 

of territorial limits – specifically, in Italy, in the Alpine areas, with the erosion and melting of 

glaciers, and coastal areas, with the rise of the sea level and of the saltwater intrusion – 

demonstrate problematics concerning mobility, relocation and alternative ways of living. 

Even though it is in the daily present that the dynamics of the Anthropocene are opening up 

and becoming increasingly visible, especially as regards environmental and geographical 

change – with its related inequalities – they certainly represent a challenge in the fields of 

perceptions and representations.   

If, as pointed out by Ryan et al. (2016), the richest source of data for narratives 

of geography are always “the stories people create involving space and place”, what narrative 

forms have been used to explore the Anthropocene and its consequences in the Italian 

environmental and social landscape? Addressing this question, this conference aims to 

explore Italian forms of imagination and representation – including fiction and non-fiction, 

poetry, visual arts – engaging with the production of spaces and places at the time of 

the  Anthropocene. 

mailto:geopresent.2023@gmail.com
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ECO-HUMANITIES RESEARCH GROUP PUBLIC LECTURES 2022-23 

Thursday 2nd March 2023   4.00-5.15pm GMT (1600-1715) 

Ecological Grief in Ancient Mediterranean Culture: 

Aelius Aristides, Philostratus and the Smyrna Earthquake of 178 CE 

Jason König (School of Classics, University of St Andrews, and Co-director of the St 

Andrews Centre for Ancient Environmental Studies) 

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/eco-humanities-research-group-public-

lecture-from-prof-jason-konig-tickets-546252825907 

My goal in this lecture is to ask what we can gain from bringing ancient responses to 

environmental damage into dialogue with their modern equivalents. I start by looking at some 

similarities and differences between ancient and modern representations of ecological grief. 

To what extent are modern versions of that phenomenon anticipated in the literatures of 

classical antiquity? How far can we use that comparison to shed new light on both ancient 

and modern conceptions? How far can we reconstruct ancient experiences of ecological grief, 

and are there ways in which that process can act as a resource for environmental thinking in 

the present? As a case study for those questions I look at the work of the second-century CE 

Greek orator Aelius Aristides and especially his responses to the Smyrna earthquake of 178 

CE, and at Philostratus’ famous depiction of the emperor Marcus Aurelius’ grief on hearing 

news of the destruction of the city. 

Jason König is Professor of Greek at the University of St Andrews, and co-director of the St 

Andrews Centre for Ancient Environmental Studies. He works broadly on the literatures and 

cultures of the Roman empire, and on the history and representation of human-environment 

relations in classical antiquity. His books include The Folds of Olympus: Mountains in 

Ancient Greek and Roman Culture (Princeton University Press, 2022). 

 

 

Thursday 30th March 2023   4.30-5.45pm BST/DST (1630-1745) 

Laurence Davis and Matt York (Department of Government and Politics, University College 

Cork) 

Anarchist Ecologies: Grounded Utopias and the Deep Commons 

 

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/eco-humanities-research-group-public-lecture-

laurence-davis-matt-york-tickets-547793885257  

The Eco-Humanities Research Group at University College Cork aims to explore how work 

in the humanities can help individuals and communities, including communities of 

researchers in the social and natural sciences, to navigate the growing demands of 

contemporary ecological crises. In this joint public lecture, Laurence Davis and Matt York 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/eco-humanities-research-group-public-lecture-from-prof-jason-konig-tickets-546252825907
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/eco-humanities-research-group-public-lecture-from-prof-jason-konig-tickets-546252825907
https://caes.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691201290/the-folds-of-olympus
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691201290/the-folds-of-olympus
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/eco-humanities-research-group-public-lecture-laurence-davis-matt-york-tickets-547793885257
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/eco-humanities-research-group-public-lecture-laurence-davis-matt-york-tickets-547793885257
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share their respective research on two distinct but closely related conceptual tools intended to 

facilitate radically transformative political imagination in a time of ecological collapse. 

 

In the first part of the lecture, Laurence Davis will elucidate the concept of ‘grounded 

utopias’. His chief argument is that utopian imagination, long derided as either hopelessly 

impractical or dangerously idealistic, can contribute meaningfully to much wider processes of 

urgently necessary ecological and social regeneration. However, it can do so only if it first 

comes to grips with utopia’s own complicity with modern conceptions of progress and 

perfectibility that have legitimized settler colonialism, the genocide of Indigenous peoples, 

the violent subordination of women and racial and sexual ‘others’, ecocide, and a ‘grow or 

die’ form of civilization that is now threatening the very existence of all life on the planet. In 

his remarks Davis will critically analyze (1) ‘transcendent’ forms of utopian thought and 

imagination that have historically inspired and helped to maintain interlinked systems of 

domination ranging from capitalism to industrialism, colonialism, patriarchy, and 

megatechnics; and (2) ‘futures thinking’ of the sort that has guided and informed a range of 

contemporary academic research projects. By way of a radical and transformative 

constructive alternative, he will draw on a range of literary (William Morris, Ursula K. Le 

Guin, Starhawk) and social movement (Zapatistas in Mexico, Rojava Revolution in northern 

Syria) case studies, as well as philosophical reflection by relatively neglected 

German/Austrian-Jewish revolutionary romantic thinkers (Gustav Landauer, Martin Buber), 

to sketch the contours of and argue for a terrestrial ecotopianism that can help humanity build 

beyond the Necrocene. 

 

Inspired by such grounded utopias and building on the growing body of work that repositions 

love, care, and solidarity relations as central to social reproduction and fundamentally 

constitutive of society, Matt York will then discuss his research on the Deep Commons.  This 

ongoing enquiry works to broaden our understanding of what constitutes revolutionary 

transformation towards a far more comprehensive redefinition of our social ecologies across 

all spheres of life.  Critically, the aim is to extend the concept of ‘commons’ far beyond the 

mere management of resources with which humans have a relationship of stewardship, and to 

radically reimagine human-nature relations within our more-than-human 

conditions.  Drawing on a recent collective visioning project involving a global cross-section 

of anti-capitalist, ecological, feminist, and anti-racist activists, Matt will explore how such a 

radical interrelationality might thus serve as the basis for a co-emergent relational ethics of 

solidarity and care. 

 

 

Laurence Davis and Matt York lecture in the Department of Government and Politics at 

University College Cork. Laurence has published widely on political theory and ideologies, 

focusing on radical political thought, including anarchist and utopian studies, democratic and 

revolutionary theory, and the politics of art, work, ecology, love, and social change. He is a 

Series Editor of the Manchester University Press Contemporary Anarchist Studies Series, 

Western Europe editor of the international journal Interface: a journal for and about social 

movements, and a founding member and current co-convenor of the Anarchist Studies 

Network of the UK Political Studies Association. His publications include the books 

Anarchism and Utopianism (Manchester University Press, 2014) and The New Utopian 

Politics of Ursula K. Le Guin’s The Dispossessed (Lexington Books, 2005). Matt York’s 

Love and Revolution: A Politics for the Deep Commons is forthcoming from Manchester 

University Press in March 2023. He currently facilitates the Deep Commons collective 

visioning project: www.deepcommons.net. 

http://www.deepcommons.net/
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Thursday 11th May 2023  4.00-5.15pm BST/DST (1600-1715) 

Sarah Bezan (Department of English and Digital Humanities, and Radical Humanities 

Laboratory, University College Cork) 

Thylacinema: De-Extinction as Multi-Medial Adaptation 

 

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/eco-humanities-research-group-public-

lecture-series-sarah-bevan-tickets-547798860137  

Julia Leigh’s award-winning novel The Hunter (1999) and its cinematic adaptation directed 

by Daniel Nettheim (2011) exemplify how narratives of extinction become, in the words of 

Stephanie S. Turner, “open-ended” in the wake of “genome time” (2008). Building on 

Turner’s critique, I examine how extinction narratives have also become multi-medial in a 

biotechnological age. In 2011, for instance, de-extinction scientist George Church and 

geneticist Seth Shipman utilized the gene editing tool CRISPR to successfully encode 

Edward Muybridge’s famous 1889 film of a galloping horse in bacterial DNA. Anticipating 

the genomic sequencing of the extinct thylacine, Rachel Berwick’s art installation Hovering 

Close to Zero (2000-2006) likewise reconfigures Muybridge’s zoopraxiscopic grid in order to 

break down the frames of footage of the next-to-last thylacine, Benjamin, from Hobart Zoo in 

1936. In Berwick’s thylacinematic work, the thylacine is reanimated as it emerges out of, and 

extends beyond, the stop motion frames of the cinematic grid. Along with Berwick’s 

installation, Nettheim’s film and Leigh’s novel showcase the cross-pollinatory potential of 

genomic and creative adaptations. This multi-mediality also generates new ways of thinking 

about aura in the age of biocybernetic reproduction (WJT Mitchell). Drawing from 

theoretical work on the expressions of DNA codes (Judith Roof) and creative adaptations of 

animals in text and film (Linda Hutcheon, Akira Lippit, Antoine Traisnel), I argue in these re-

creative adaptations of the thylacine, montage and repetition become the modes through 

which to re-sequence, but more importantly to temporally extend and multiply, the narratives 

of extinct species. 

 

Dr Sarah Bezan is Lecturer in Literature and the Environment in the School of English at 

University College Cork, where she is a founding member of the Radical Humanities 

Laboratory. Her work broadly examines the entangled social and ecological dimensions of 

species loss and revival in contemporary settler colonial literature and digital media/arts. Sarah 

is co-editor with Robert McKay of the recently published volume Animal Remains (Routledge 

2022) and with James Tink of Seeing Animals After Derrida (Rowman & Littlefield 2018) 

along with special issues on “Sex and Nature” (Environmental Humanities 2022), “Coastal 

(Post)humanities” (Anthropocenes 2022), and “Taxidermic Forms and Fictions” 

(Configurations 2019). Her first book, Dead Darwin: Necro-Ecologies in Neo-Victorian 

Culture, is under advance contract with Manchester University Press. 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/eco-humanities-research-group-public-lecture-series-sarah-bevan-tickets-547798860137
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/eco-humanities-research-group-public-lecture-series-sarah-bevan-tickets-547798860137
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Thursday 1st June 2023  4.00-5.15pm BST/DST (1600-1715) 

Simone Horstmann (Institute of Catholic Theology, Technical University of Dortmund) 

 
To Believe in the Wild. A Rereading of the Biblical Dominion Mandate 

 

 

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/eco-humanities-research-group-public-

lecture-series-simone-horstmann-tickets-547801457907  

 

 
The so-called mandate of human dominion over (other) animals (Gen 1:28) is certainly one of 

the most controversial and much discussed verses in the Bible. In the context of the 

Anthropocene, especially in the face of man-made violence against animals, its precarious 

meaning is once again intensified. While the classical critique of the dominion mandate had 

mostly attempted to analyse its historical consequences, to trace its exegetical and intra-

textual meaning or even to excuse it apologetically, the lecture will be concerned with 

examining the deeper meaning of that religiously connoted speciesism which is expressed in 

the dominion mandate: In the form of an alterity-theoretical re-reading of Gen 1:28, the 

question will be explored to which experiences of wildness, unruliness and uncontrollability 

of animals Gen 1:28 responds and how these experiences are still morally relevant today. 

This approach is thus less concerned with questions of later text reception than with 

reconstructing the hidden pre-texts of Gen 1:28: The dominion mandate is thus treated as a 

"palimpsest" (Gerard Genette) - as a text that bears witness to another, erased text. Inspired 

by Levinas and Foucault, the aim is to sketch out a knowledge archaeology of creation 

theology that pursues the question of how the present-day, ultimately biopolitical violent 

relationship of humans to other animals is based on experiences that must be re-read and 

theologically re-evaluated, especially in the Anthropocene. 

 

 

Simone Horstmann, Dr. phil., is a research associate at the Institute of Catholic Theology at 

the Technical University of Dortmund (North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany). Her work 

focuses on the areas of a post-anthropocentric theology and questions of animal ethics. 

Recent publications focus on "Religious Violence against Animals" and "Interspecies 

Learning". 
 

 
 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/eco-humanities-research-group-public-lecture-series-simone-horstmann-tickets-547801457907
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/eco-humanities-research-group-public-lecture-series-simone-horstmann-tickets-547801457907

