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We're going to move to the new 
paradigm like the other Phoenix. It's 
like a metamorphosis... We are moving 
and we are in the middle. I mean I'm 
quite sure that this is going to be the 
future for learning and the future for 
research. [iB2]

“

”
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Feola, G., Vincent, O. Moore, D. (2021). (Un)making in sustainability transformation beyond capitalism.
Global Environmental Change, Vol. 69, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2021.102290.
Feola, G. (2019). Degrowth and the Unmaking of Capitalism: Beyond ‘Decolonization of the Imaginary’?. ACME: An International 
Journal for Critical Geographies, 18(4), 977–997. Retrieved from https://acme-journal.org/index.php/acme/article/view/1790

a diverse range of interconnected and multilevel (individual, social, 

socioecological) processes that are deliberately activated in order to 

‘make space’ (temporally, spatially, materially, and/or symbolically) for 

radical alternatives that are incompatible with dominant modern 

capitalist configurations

Dr Giuseppe Feola – Unmaking, 
a research programme on the 
disruption of capitalism in 
societal transformation to 
sustainability

The concept of ‘unmaking’

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2021.102290
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Transformation via addition vs subtraction
(or: construction vs deconstruction)

By addition

• Innovation (social, 
technical, cultural)

• Prefiguration

Mechanisms
• Competition
• Windows of opportunity

By subtraction

• Decolonisation (of the 
imaginary)

• Disruption
• Exodus (autonomy)

Mechanisms
• ‘Making space’
• ‘Breaking out’

Feola, G., Vincent, O. Moore, D. (2021). (Un)making in sustainability transformation beyond capitalism.
Global Environmental Change, Vol. 69, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2021.102290.
Feola, G. (2019). Degrowth and the Unmaking of Capitalism: Beyond ‘Decolonization of the Imaginary’?. ACME: An International 
Journal for Critical Geographies, 18(4), 977–997. Retrieved from https://acme-journal.org/index.php/acme/article/view/1790

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2021.102290
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Although disciplinarity is important…. this is about effectiveness. Maybe I don’t use 
this word effectiveness but otherwise it's just an intellectual exercise. We need to 
add to this intellectual exercise an interest and motivation that translates into 
engagement and excitement and active thinking. [iH2]

You put some scientific people around the table. You 
have a lovely discourse. You write a paper apart from 
that. And that's all. And then you say goodbye. Well, it's 
a university sport. [iE1]

“

”
“

”

Making space; collective narrative (identity formation); 
reimagining time; actors x spaces that facilitate prefiguration; 
competency development

O’Sullivan, G. (2023). Shaping transdisciplinary, challenge-based education using knowledge creating teams from five 
European universities: A realist evaluation University of Dublin Trinity College]. Dublin, Ireland. 
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Eric Jantsch
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Two interdisciplinary Bachelor's and five specialised Master's 
programmes; several sustainability minor programmes (in 
Dutch). Approx. 1800 students 

Professor Karin Rebel, Director of 
Education, Chair in Sustainability Science & 
Education

Dr Giuseppe Feola –
Unmaking, a research 
programme on the disruption 
of capitalism in societal 
transformation to 
sustainability

Professor Flor Avelino

Professor Maarten 
Hajer – Urban 
Futures Studio

Dr Joost Vervoort –
Imagination infrastructures

to help accelerate the transition to a sustainable society
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Research Question
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… from transition to transformation

Affective, relational pedagogies, competencies
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Thank you
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