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Overview of Presentation

1. Escaping the Neolithic – An Existential Necessity
2. The Flaw in Our Species – Why Do Dominance Societies
     Prevail?
3. Reimagining Society for Human and Other Flourishing: The
     DSIS Project 
4. Earth System Governance for Human and Other Flourishing



1. Escaping the Neolithic – An Existential Necessity

a) ESCAPING THE NEOLITHIC

c) DEEP SOCIETAL REIMAGINING

What is needed is a wholesale reimagining of all the social institutions that 
comprise technological modernity - Politics, Economics, Technology, Gender, 
Education, and Religion. 

b)



2. The Flaw in Our Species – Why Do Dominance 
Societies Prevail?

a. LEADERS

b. FOLLOWERSa. SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

“The child who has not been loved will burn 
down the village to feel its warmth”

Dismantling the Violence 
System that Lies at the 
Heart of the Neolithic

Social Institutions that 
reward narcissism, excessive 
greed, and violence.

An evolved propensity for 
both cooperation and 
violence depending on 
context. 



3. Reimagining Society– The DSIS Project

b. Opportunity Space for Transformation

a. Social Duality
c. Dynamics of Transformation



4. Earth System Governance for Human and Other 
Flourishing

“[Addressing the polycrisis] will require, among other things, changing the deep-
seated social dynamics that are generative of global catastrophic and existential 
risks” - Van Peborgh. 

RESTORING THE 
SACRED 
ORDINARY IN 
EVERYDAY LIFE
M. McAleese &           
I. Hughes



Special Thanks to Former President of Ireland Mary McAleese

And thanks to UCC colleagues 

Edmond Byrne, Maggie O’Neill, Gerard Mullally, Brian Ó Gallachóir, 

Bob Grumiau and Simone O’Rourke

And international colleagues 

Andrej Zwitter, Ariel Hernandez, Wakanyi Hoffman, Takuo Dome and 

all the authors in the Human Flourishing book.

 www.ucc.ie/en/dsis/  email: ian.hughes@ucc.ie 

Thank You!

http://www.ucc.ie/en/dsis/
mailto:ian.hughes@ucc.ie
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