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DSIS Project:

• Team

• Context/Rationale

• Objectives

• Structure
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Deep Societal Innovation for Sustainability and Human Flourishing (DSIS)
(EPA funded 2024-2028)

The Team..

• Bob Grumiau (PhD (Gender, Education, Religion))

• Ciara Norman (PhD (Politics, Economics, Technology))

• Prof. Maggie O’Neill (Director, UCC Collective Social Futures)

• Dr. Gerard Mullally (School of Society, Politics and Ethics)

• Dr. Ian Hughes ((Irish Govt.) Dept. of Education, MaREI)

• Prof. Edmond Byrne (School of Engineering and Architecture)
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Crisis?       

What Polycrisis?
“The Polycrisis”
Morin and Kern (Homeland Earth, 1999, p.74):

“There is no single vital problem, but many vital 

problems, and it is this complex intersolidarity

of problems, antagonisms, crises, uncontrolled 

processes, and the general crisis of the planet 

that constitutes the number one vital problem”

Financial Times,    

28 October 2022
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WEF, Global Risks Report 2024



12/12/2024

5

WEF, Global Risks Report 2024:

“Environmental risks could hit 
the point of no return
“..respondents disagree about the urgency of 
environmental risks, in particular Biodiversity loss and 
ecosystem collapse and Critical change to Earth systems. 
Younger respondents tend to rank these risks far more 
highly.. 
..The private sector highlights these risks as top concerns 
over the longer term, in contrast to respondents from 
civil society or government who prioritize these risks 
over shorter time frames. 

This dissonance in perceptions of urgency among key 
decision-makers implies sub-optimal alignment and 
decision-making, heightening the risk of missing key 
moments of intervention, which would result in long-
term changes to planetary systems.”

Global risks ranked by severity. WEF Global Risks 

Report 2024
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Megatrends
pwc, September 2024

pwc, Megatrends, September 2024
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“Metacrisis vs. Polycrisis

Metacrisis overlaps with polycrisis in viewing collective crises through 

the lens of systems thinking, but differentiates itself in addressing 

the social dynamics and affective experience of crisis—the way 

these interconnecting crises feel to us, what this does to our psyches 

(individually and collectively), how it impacts our ability to live 

meaningful lives, and how all of that generates unexpected 

emergent properties.”
Explaining Polycrisis and Metacrisis

(Jesse Damiani, 2023)

EPA DSIS Project Launch Áine Hyland Room, The Hub, UCC,  12th December 2024

https://www.realitystudies.co/p/explaining-polycrisis-and-metacrisis
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develop a methodological basis for conceptualising the 

deep whole of  society transformation required 
to engage on a trajectory towards 

authentic sustainability and human flourishing,

which can create 

narratives for deep, rapid, whole of  society transformation,

and employ those narratives to 

inform policy making and public discourse

on climate change and sustainability. 

Project Objective 

DSIS seeks to:
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Exploring Transdisciplinary Transformation to 

Sustainability and Human Flourishing
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Work Package 1 - Develop the DSIS Generative Model of  Transformation

Work Package 2 - Reimagining Social Institution Transformation Pathways - Indicative Blueprints for Deep Societal Innovation 

• Politics • Economics • Technology

• Religion/Spirituality • Gender and Racial Equality • Education

Work Package 3 – Narratives of  Whole of  Society Transformation

Work Package 4 - Knowledge Co-creation, Communication, Dissemination and Knowledge Transfer - Stakeholder stock-take and 

interaction

Work Package 5 – Management, coordination and communication

Work Package 1 - Develop the DSIS Generative Model of  Transformation
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Work Package 2 - Reimagining Social Institution Transformation Pathways - Indicative Blueprints

Religion
and Spirituality 

Restoring the Sacred

Politics
Reconstituting democratic 

civil society

Economics
Beyond growth

Technology
Serving economic, political, 

social systems

Gender
and Racial Equality

Systemic changes for 

human flourishing

Education
Leading out whole of 

society transformation 

• Step 1: Validate initial starting points through development of working papers, workshops, public events

• Step 2: Explore and articulate indicative changes in organisational forms and social practices within 

each individual social institution that could realise the corresponding ideational goal

“there generally isn’t sufficient consideration of the 

unintended consequences of technology in the design 

process, and, given the ubiquitous nature of 

technology, those unintended consequences are likely 

to happen quickly, be more severe, and affect more 

people. Without intense focus on preempting those 

unintended consequences before they appear, there is 

great potential for negative implications of  technology 

to outweigh positive ones.”  

[pwc, 2024]
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DSIS Workshop, ERI, 29 November 2024   

Activities/Engagements/Outputs/Network Development
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Work Package 3 – Narratives of  Whole of  Society Transformation

• Step 1: Exploring Systemic Linkages between Social Institutions and Articulating Whole of Society Change

• Step 2: Generating Narratives for Global Ethical Transformation 

Religion
and Spirituality 

Restoring the Sacred

Politics
Reconstituting democratic 

civil society

Economics
Beyond growth

Technology
Serving economic, political, 

social systems

Gender
and Racial Equality

Systemic changes for 

human flourishing

Education
Leading out whole of 

society transformation 
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