CALL FOR

RESEARCH
PROJECTS

What is this about?

Community-Academic Research Links
(CARL) invites non-profit voluntary or
community organisations to suggest
potential research topics that are
important to them and could be
collaboratively worked on with students as
part of their course work. CARL is an
initiative in UCC and follows a 30-year
European tradition with similar initiatives
on-going in some of the highest ranked
Universities in Europe. CARL has
produced impressive and important
pieces of research that have generated
interest outside the university walls and
the project reports have even had an
impact at government policy level.

We are seeking expressions of interest
from groups who have ideas for a research
project and would like to collaborate on
their research idea with a UCC student.

How does it work?

As part of their academic course, students
undertake a minor dissertation (between
10,000-30,000 words). In past years,
students designed their own study and
then contacted groups for permission to
collect data. These projects serve to
develop the research skills of the students;
however, the research may not always
answer the needs of community and
voluntary groups.

In the CARL model, the students
undertake their studies, learn about
research methods, data collection, ethics,
literature reviews as usual; however, the
major difference is that the research
projects undertaken are explicitly studies
of issues identified by the community.
These are studies/research which the
community identifies as important and
need to be undertaken, but they cannot
pay for it and/or do not have the
expertise themselves to undertake the
study at this time.

Are you a member of a community group,

voluntary organisation, resident’s

association, NGO?

Do you need a small piece of research

done, but don’t have enough money or

resources to carry it out at this time?

How long does this take?

The typical time-scale for projects would
be a) proposals submitted by groups, b)
review of proposals by the CARL
advisory group (comprised of UCC staff,
students and representatives from the
community and voluntary sector) to see
which proposals are sufficiently
developed and feasible for a student to
undertake, and c) students begin their
research in May or October.

Projects must be small enough to be
completed within the academic year,
roughly 9-12 months. Large research
projects which require longer than a year
to complete may be broken up into one or
more smaller one-year projects for
multiple students.

Where can | get more information
and read sample reports?

Please visit our website to watch brief
videos about CARL, to find out what it is
like to participate http:/ /www.ucc.ie/en/
scishop/, or to read past research project
reports http:/ /www.ucc.ie/en/scishop/
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Does it matter what the research
topic is about?

Topics that are connected to any discipline
at UCC are welcome (science, maths,

engineering, social sciences, arts,
humanities, business, law, etc.)

What if we have already
completed a research project with
CARL?

Community groups that are currently
involved, or previously completed a
project, are welcome to apply again.

We look forward to hearing from you!
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