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What is the Just Transition?

• Term proposed by global trade unions in 80s – green jobs
• The move away from fossil fuels requires new solutions

• Therefore, it is the move towards low carbon economy in a fair 
and equitable manner (Heffron and McCauley 2018, McCauley and Heffron 2018)

• How to assess this transition?
• Climate justice – vulnerabilities in cities and Global South (Shaw 2016)

• Environmental justice – ‘green’ and ‘brown’ balance (Doorey 2017)

• Energy justice – production consumption across systems (McCauley 2017)

• Need to unite analytical frameworks for interdisciplinary research



A ‘Just Transition’ interdisciplinary framework

• Distributional justice – where are the inequalities?
• Environmental – proximity as key issue (Acey 2016)

• Climate – distribution of risks and responsibilities (Bustos et al. 2013)

• Energy (and climate) – vulnerabilities and fuel poverty (Martinez et al 2007)

• Procedural justice – how do we ensure inclusive solutions?
• Environmental – location specific (Cotton et al 2014) 

• Climate – resilience building (Forbes et al 2009)

• Energy – multi-site engagement (Heffron and McCauley 2014)

• Restorative justice
• Environmental – focus on environmental damage (Dorsey 2009)

• Climate – historical reparations (Posner and Sunstein (2008)

• Energy – hold energy companies to account (Reames 2016)



Gazprom and Yamal Peninsula



Distributional justice

• Proximity claims of injustice
• “Novy Port has led to the destruction of the Gulf of Ob” (interview 3)

• Unfair re-distribution of risks and responsibilities
• “(activities there) inevitably result in the collapse of local ecosystem 

upon which communities depend, such as fisheries and reindeer 
husbandries. These are new direct risks to livelihoods (interview 16)

• increase in “remote” or “less visible” risk for local communities (7)

• Vulnerabilities and fuel poverty
• “A number of settlements there (in Yamal) are off the electricity grid” 

and electricity has to be generated by diesel generators if they are 
lucky (interview 8). 



Procedural justice

• Location specific and practices 
• “Companies need to realize that local communities offer more than 

opposition…(we) offer a wealth of local knowledge” (interview 2) 

• Resilience building
• “greater cooperation is needed between indigenous and non-

indigenous communities to prepare for events, like an oil spill, never 
mind the developer…industrial activities there have resulted in new 
communities, not just activities” (14) 

• Multi-site engagement
• “Gazprom need to think beyond one development and engage better 

with the Yamalo-Nents Council in particular…often overlooked” (9) 



Restorative justice

• Focus on environmental damage 
• “I’ve seen it (impact statement)…(it) inadequate to say the least” 

(interview 11)

• Historical reparations 
• “radioactive material (is) there, from previous military operations” 

(interview 6)

• Hold energy companies to account
• “you need to understand, the developers are the key here…solutions 

are only possible if they are involved…but yes (in response to next 
question) who holds them account?” (interview 13)



Towards a united justice scholarship

• The transition towards a post-carbon world needs unity

• Multiple foci of scholarships should be embraced

• Restorative justice too often overlooked
• Environmental restoration increasingly important

• But also social and economic

• How do we hold perpetrators to account?

• Do revised SLOs hold some hope?




