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Junior Cycle Lesson Plans 

Unit 5: Mapping the 1916 Rising

General Overview: 

In this series of activity-based lessons students will gain a deeper understanding of the concepts of 
nationalism and separatism as well as learning about the main events before, during and after the 
1916 Rising. Students will apply their understanding of these concepts and events to analysing a 
selection of maps, documents and photographs. Students will be able to identify some of the key 
personalities and groups involved in the 1916 Rising and be asked to consider how the rebel leaders 
used the geography of Ireland generally, and of Dublin specifically, to execute their plans. Students 
will further be asked to demonstrate their understanding in a series of assessment for learning (AFL) 
tasks.

The levels of detail presented in the maps and the richness of the historical sources offer considerable 
scope for students to develop their critical thinking skills. Students are encouraged to form and eval-
uate their own opinions on the issues raised by an examination of the 1916 Rising, and demonstrate 
enquiry, critical thinking, and creative skills.

Subject:          Junior Cert History 

Unit:           Political Developments in Twentieth  
          Century Ireland 

Topic:           The 1916 Rising

           

Subject:  Junior Cycle History 

Strand:  1 (The Nature of History)   
  2 (The History of Ireland)

Topic:   The 1916 Rising

Statements of  SOL: 1, 3, 5, 8, 9, 16, 18, 24
Learning Links 

1.

Required Time:  6 -7, 40-minute class periods

Curricular Links:  Geography, English, Art, Mathematics
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Aims:    Knowledge:     Students should develop an understanding of

o The different groups involved in the 1916 Rising
o The main personalities associated with the 1916 Rising 
o The cause, course and consequences of the 1916 Rising 

Concepts:  Students should develop an understanding and the ability to apply the   
  following procedural and substantive concepts

Skills:   Students should develop the following research and writing skills 

o Source
o Evidence
o Chronology
o Opinion/Fact
o Bias/Objectivity
o Propaganda
o Cause and Consequence of Revolution 

o Locate a variety of historical sources such as primary and secondary written
  sources, maps and photographs
o Select relevant information from these sources to answer historical questions 
o Record information by note taking, categorising and summarising
o Examine the information critically, distinguishing between fact and opinion and   
 detecting inconsistencies and bias
o Synthesise information from a selection of sources to create timelines, logical   
 sequences, lines of argument or explanations
o Present and communicate findings in a variety of ways, e.g. written, graphic, oral
  

Junior Cycle History 
Specification: 
S = Strand , 
E = Element, 
LO = Learning 
Outcome 

Learning Outcomes: by the end of these lessons students will be able to  

Debate the usefulness and limitations of different types of sources of historical evi-
dence, such as written, cartographic, photographic, oral and tactile evidence. 
(S.1 E2. LO.6)
Effectively interrogate a map to extract historical information
Describe the events and personalities associated with the 1916 Rising 
Be reflexive, critical and discriminating in response to a range of printed, visual and 
cartographic texts. (S1. E2. LO.10)
Examine the rise and impact of nationalism and unionism in Ireland, including key 
events between 1911 and 1917 (S2. E1 LO.4)
Understand the connections between cultural nationalism and the1916 Rising 
(S2. E.2. LO.10) 
Understand the immediate consequences of the 1916 Rising
Describe the impact of the 1916 Rising on the lives of ordinary people (S2. E2 LO.8)
Make connections between local and national history of the 1916 Rising. 
(S2. E3 LO.14)
Explain the connections between people, places or ideas relating to the 1916 Rising 
(S1. E3. LO.10)
Use their imagination to consider the experiences of different people in 1916.
 (S1. E1 LO.1) 
Develop historical judgements based on evidence about personalities and events 
relating to the 1916, showing awareness of historical significance (S1. E2 LO.7) 
Work effectively with others in a range of roles
Locate and access additional material relating to the topic (S1. E1 LO.4)

o

o
o
o

o

o

o
o
o

o

o

o

o
o
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Assessment for Learning:  will be based on 

o Sharing learning goals with the students 
o In-class peer assessment
o Student self assessment sheets 

Assessment of Learning:  will be based on 

o Informal teacher observation of student responses
o Teacher observation of student ability to access and use the relevant  
 resources during the lessons
o Teacher observation of the accuracy of the information depicted in  
 individual and group tasks 
o Differentiated questioning 
o The application of the assessment criteria provided in the individual  
 lesson plans for the group work tasks. Elements such as effective group  
 work, delivery, accuracy and relevance of content are included in the  
 assessment criteria
o Homework assignments suggested in the lesson plans
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Across: 

This word means to see something from only one point of view
O’Connell Street was known by this name in 1916
The GPO garrison evacuated to this street after their headquarters was 
shelled on Friday of Easter Week
This word mean to be imprisoned without trial 
The group formed by Eoin MacNeill in November 1913 to protect the 
implementation of Home Rule in Ireland 
The people in Ireland who wanted total independence from Britain 
This man founded Sinn Fein
John Redmond’s speech at this place in County Wicklow in September 
1914, split the organisation 
A book of maps or charts
The surname of the captain of the German ship carrying weapons for 
the Rising 
The idea that Irish people would be inspired to fight for Ireland by the 
blood spilled during the 1916 Rising
This man was the leader of the Irish Citizen Army
The Irish Volunteers smuggled arms and ammunition into this habour in 
1914 
This German ship was scuttled in Cork Harbour in 1916
The idea that Ireland would have her own parliament in Dublin but still 
remain part of the British Empire
Patrick Pearse read out this important document outside the GPO on 
Easter Monday, 1916 
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Down:

Many people in Dublin lived in this type of overcrowded building in the 
early 20th century
The British gunboat, the Helga, sailed up this river on Wednesday 26 
April 1916
Eoin MacNeill tried to stop the Rising by issuing this document 
The people who wanted Ireland to be an independent nation with her 
own parliament 
One of the two main political parties in Britain in the early 20th century
This countess served as second-in-command to Michael Mallin in St 
Stephen’s Green 
The Leader of the Irish Parliamentary party at Westminster 
This leader of the Rising was married just hours before his execution
The women’s auxiliary organisation formed in April 1914
The House of Lords lost this power when the Parliament Act was passed 
in 1911
This unionist politician organised the signing of the Solemn League and 
Covenant in 1912
This small group of seven men was created by the Supreme Council of 
the IRB to plan the 1916 Rising 
The executions of the leaders of the Rising took place in his prison 
The prison camp in North Wales to which many Irish prisoners were 
deported after the Rising
The Third Home Rule Bill was passed in the House of Commons in this 
month in 1912
Thomas MacDonagh commanded the 2nd Battalion at this factory 
during the Rising 


