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Working and Living Conditions in Dublin,
1900-1913

Junior Cycle Lesson Plans




Junior Cycle Lesson Plans

UNIT 3: WORKING AND L1VING CONDITIONS IN DUBLIN, 1900-1913

GENERAL OVERVIEW:

During this series of lessons students will examine an Atlas of the Irish Revolution map to compare
and contrast levels of post-famine urbanisation in different parts of Ireland. The map is an effective
starting point for exploring the consequences of post-Famine migration. Students will engage with
primary and secondary source material relating to living and working conditions in Dublin in the
first decade of the twentieth century. This will enhance understanding of the nature and use of his-
torical sources as well as prompting student-led learning into life in a tenement in 1911.

Working in groups, students are guided in using the digitised 1911census as the basis for a creative
and a written task. The levels of detail presented in the map and the richness of the historical sources
offer considerable scope for students to develop their critical thinking skills. They are encouraged to
form judgements based on evidence and practice enquiry, critical thinking, evaluation and creative

skills.
Subject: Junior Cert History
Units: Studies of Change (Social Change)
Topic: From Farm to Factory
Special Study: Dublin, 1900-1913
Units: Understanding the Modern World
Social Change in the Twentieth Century)
Topic: ~ Changing life-styles in Ireland from ¢.1900
Required Time: 3-4, 40-minute class periods

Curricular Links:

Netas, of vhe Tristy Revolution Resources forSethools p.2

Subject: Junior Cycle History

Strand: 1 (The Nature of History)
2 (The History of Ireland)

Topic: Working and Living Conditions
in Dublin, 1900-1913

Statements of SOL: 3,8, 9, 16, 18, 24
Learning Links

Geography, English, Art, Mathematics



| Aims: Knowledge: Students should develop an understanding of

0 Life in a Dublin tenement in 1900-1911
0 The contrast between Belfast as an industrial centre
and Dublin an administrative centre in 1900

Concepts: Students should develop an understanding and the ability to apply
the following procedural and substantive concepts

o Source
0 Evidence
0 Chronology
0 Change and continuity
o Cause and Consequence
Skills: Students should develop the following research and writing skills
0 Locate historical information from a variety of sources such as primary
and secondary written sources, maps and images.
0 Select relevant information from these sources to answer historical
questions.
0 Record information by note taking, categorizing and summarizing.
0 Examine the information critically
0 Synthesize information from a selection of sources to create narratives, lines
of argument or explanations.
0 Present and communicate findings in a variety of ways, e.g. written,
graphic and oral.
| LEARNING OUTCOMES: by the end of these lessons students will be able to
o Describe the impact of famine and migration on lives of ordinary people (S2. E2 LO.9)
0 Identify the class divisions in Dublin at the turn of the century
Clearly explain the connections between people and places (S1. E3. LO.17)
Demonstrate an awareness of their cultural inheritance through an appreciation of histor-
ically significant places and buildings. (S1. E1 LO.5)
0 Debate the usefulness and limitations of different types of sources of historical evi -
dence, such as written, cartographic, oral and tactile evidence. (S1. E2. LO.10)
0 Effectively interrogate a map to extract historical information
0 Be reflexive, critical and discriminating in response to a range of printed, visual
and cartographic texts. (S1. E2. LO.10)
0 Clearly and confidentially communicate their understanding of the concepts and
events using a variety of different media.
Make connections between local and national history of post-Famine Ireland.
(S2.E3 LO.14)
0 Use their imagination to consider the experiences of different people in Dublin in 1911.
(S1. E1 LO.1)
0 Work effectively with others in a range of roles
0 Locate and access additional material relating to the topic

Junior Cycle Draft History Specification: S = Strand , E = Element, LO = Learning Outcome

Netas, of vhe Tristy Revolution Resources forSethools p.3



| ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING: will be based on

0 Sharing learning goals with the students
o In-class peer assessment
0 Student self assessment sheets

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING: will be based on

0 Informal teacher observation of student responses

0 Teacher observation of student ability to access and use the relevant resources during
the lessons

0 Teacher observation of the accuracy of the information depicted in individual and
group tasks

o Differentiated questioning

0 The application of the assessment criteria provided in the individual lesson plans for

the group work tasks. Elements such as effective group work, delivery, accuracy and
relevance of content are included in the assessment criteria
0 Homework assignments suggested in the lesson plans

Netas, of vhe Tristy Revolution Resources forSethools p.4
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 http://www.irishheritagetrust.ie/about/what-we-do/dublin-tenement-experience/
 http://www.irishheritagetrust.ie/about/what-we-do/dublin-tenement-experience/
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/pages/1911/Dublin/Inns_Quay/Henrietta_Street/ 

