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• While the demise of the nation-
state has been greatly 
exaggerated… Certain functional 
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integration once solely in the 
purview of states are no longer as 
subject to democratic control and 
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Sovereignty of 
the Nation 

State

Congruence & 
symmetry 
between 
decision 

makers and 
those effected

Balance 
between:

•Citizen-Voter & 
Decision Makers

•Policies & The 
People 
(Geographical 
Territory)

… our thinking and acting, 
laws as well as institutions, 
practices as well as alliances, 
are governed by state-centric 
terms that presuppose the 
unity of territoriality, the 
monopoly by the state over 
the legitimate use of the 
means of violence, and the 
attainment of legitimacy 
through representative 

institutions”

Seyla
Benhabib, 

2004 
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Bohman’s
Dichotomy

normative 
necessity ‘to 
connect 
communicative 
freedom to 
institutionally 
realized and 
distributed 
powers’  

deal with a 
series of global 
issues including 
climate change, 
depletion of 
hydrocarbons, 
debt crises, and 
chronic 
inequality in the 
distribution of 
resources (the 
very means of 
survival).
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International Law 
agreements 

between states 
but actually 
favour the  
individual

‘This is the uniqueness of the 
many human rights agreements 
signed since World War II. They 
signal an eventual transition 
from a model of international 
law based on treaties among 
states to cosmopolitan law 
understood as international 
public law that binds and bends 
the will of sovereign nations’
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Post-Universalism

More cognizant of 
context

Opposes notion of 
universalizing ‘the 

particular’

Attempts to 
downplay 

deontological 
ethics

keep their 
essential core

proposes ‘a 
certain 

relativization of 
universalism’


