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Abstract: John will reflect on his own experience in academia, contemplating the factors that have 

contributed to his own success, and that of others with whom he has worked closely. Understanding 

what constitutes cutting edge research and learning how to sell one’s research to a wide audience 

are key. Somewhat ironically, the kinds of individual qualities that determine Darwinian fitness in the 

animal populations he studies – for example cognitive ability, competitive ability, sociability, and a 

dash of luck – all play a role in determining research success. For many, perseverance is perhaps the 

most important individual factor of all. 

 


