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Course Format & Schedule:

Covid-19 specific details for Semester 1 lectures:

In order to comply with the public health guidelines in place

because of the Covid-19 pandemic, we will adopt a “hybrid” Class Times:

approach to the delivery of the First-Year Philosophy, consisting of
Monday, 3-4pm, Boole 3

Wednesday, 12-1, Boole 2

a mix of in-person and online material. This is based on current
social distancing guidelines (1m with face-masks in class), which are
subject to change in prevailing pandemic circumstances and public Thursday, 10-11, Boole 3

health advice. Any required changes to this plan will be announced

via the module CANVAS page.

For lectures, in Semester 1, we will announce a “rota” system for the first half of the semester (with

Dr. Nine); this means that no more than 50 students will attend any given lecture, whilst everyone
else will be able to watch a recording of the class, via CANVAS/Panopto, online. The number of rota
groups depends on the total enrolment: the groups and schedule will be announced during the first
week of semester. The second half of the semester (with Dr. Dockstader) will be delivered
asynchronously, via materials posted on CANVAS; Dr. Dockstader will hold weekly question-and-
answer sessions either online or outside on campus. He will also periodically participate in online

tutorials.

Details for Semester 2 lectures, and Tutorials:

The University remains hopeful that by the start of Semester 2, the public health situation will have
become safe enough that we'll be able to deliver all modules face-to-face in classroom, so (for now)
specific details on mode of delivery for Semester 2 remain under review. If, as we get closer to

January, it is evident that health barriers to normal classroom teaching persist, updated information

will be announced.

In addition to the three weekly lectures, students will also have a weekly small group discussion
tutorial (more details below). These will be conducted online, for the full academic year, using a
variety of delivery methods that will be advertised in due course. Students will be able to choose a

tutorial group that is consistent with their other classes and lectures.



With the above complications in mind, the planned schedule for this course is as follows:'

Monday 28" September: Introductory Class: Online asynchronous video made available
on Canvas.
Wednesday 30" September: “What Philosophy Is (and Isn’t)”: Dr. . Walmsley. Online

asynchronous video lecture made available on Canvas

Thursday 1 October Dr. Cara Nine: Two short online asynchronous video lectures
(“Introduction to Ethics” and “Cultural Relativism”)

Monday 5" October— “Introduction to Ethics: Making the world a better place”
Monday 2™ November.? (Dr. Cara Nine)

Wednesday 4" November No class

Thursday 5% November 1st Test: Conducted online via CANVAS

Monday 9*" November— “Political Theory: A Genealogy of Liberty”

Wednesday 16" December (Dr. Jason Dockstader)

Thursday 17* December 2" Test: Conducted online via CANVAS

—End of 1% Semester: Christmas Break—
—End of Module for students taking PH1005—

Monday 25 January— “What Sort of thing is a mind?”
Thursday 4*" March (Dr. Joel Walmsley)

Monday 8" March— “Existentialism East and West”
Wednesday 21 April® (Dr. Adam Loughnane)

5%-11% April One week Easter Recess
Thursday 22" April Third In-Class Test

—End of 2" Semester—
—End of Module for students taking PH1001—

' Students taking PH1005 as part of the BSocSc degree are only required to participate in the first semester.
Students taking PH1001 (e.g., as part of the BA degree) are required to participate in both semesters.

2 NB: Don’t forget that Monday 26" October is a bank holiday, and so there will be no class on that date.

3 NB: Don't forget that Wednesday 17" March is St. Patrick’s Day, and so there will be no class on that date.
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Section Descriptions:

This course is intended to give beginning students an idea of the variety of issues which are dealt with
in philosophy. By addressing a number of different areas of the discipline, you will learn what some
typical philosophical problems look like, how philosophers discuss these problems, and something of

the range of different theories that have been developed in response to them

Section 1: “Introduction to Ethics: Making the world a better place” (Dr. Cara Nine)

There is a lot of preventable suffering and death in the world. About 25,000 children die every day
due to poverty, and about 25% of the world’s population lives on less than $1.25 per day. In Ireland,
tens of thousands sleep rough every night. What would be an ethical response be to these tragedies?
Less dramatically, you have to make minor ethical decisions all the time. Suppose you are faced with
a choice of studying over the weekend for a test, or going to a cousin’s wedding. Either choice has

consequences. Which should you choose?

In this section, we discuss several different philosophical approaches to ethics, focusing on prominent
Western philosophical theories, such as hedonism, utilitarianism, deontology, feminism, and objective
needs theories. Each theory has a different way of approaching ethical questions. And by the end of
the section, you should be able to describe the strengths and weaknesses of different theories, and
also, hopefully, use one or two of them to help you understand how you can make the world a better
place.

The main readings will be available on Canvas.

Section 2: “Political Theory: A Genealogy of Liberty” (Dr. Jason Dockstader)

This section of the module introduces students to political theory through a history of the main
conceptions of political freedom or liberty found in the West. First, we will address the liberal
tradition of understanding liberty as non-interference by focusing on the English political theorists
Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, and John Stuart Mill. Next we will discuss more positive conceptions of
liberty as virtue, autonomy, and self-determination as found in classical sources, like Plato and
Aristotle, and more modern sources, like T.H. Green and Hannah Arendt. Finally, we look at the
republican tradition of conceiving liberty as non-domination, focusing on figures like Niccolo
Machiavelli and Mary Wollstonecraft.

There will also be a visual element to this section of the module, as we will look at key pieces of art
that appear to represent the respective conceptions of liberty we will be analyzing. For example, we
will spend some time looking at the frontispiece to Hobbes's Leviathan, Lorenzetti's frescoes, The
Allegory of Good and Bad Government, and Delacroix's famous piece, Liberty Leading the People.
Ultimately, we will try to answer the question, of the conceptions of liberty we have studied, which is
closest to our conception? The readings will be supplied on Canvas.



Section 3: “What Sort of Thing is a Mind?” (Dr. Joel Walmsley)

The mind is at once the most familiar and the most perplexing of all the phenomena in the universe.
We all have one, and we all use it every day, yet the question of how it arises from the soggy lump of
grey matter in our skulls seems utterly mysterious despite having been pondered for centuries. This
section will introduce some fundamental issues in philosophy of mind, by considering the different
ways that philosophers have addressed the question “What sort of thing is a mind?” Is it something
ghostly, like a soul, as found in many religious traditions? Is it the same thing as the brain, the body or
behaviour, as has been studied by the natural sciences? Perhaps it’s not a thing at all, but rather a
process, or an illusion, or something else? Could computers or animals have minds? VWhat special

problems arise when, as philosophers, we try to use our minds to examine ourselves?

Along the way, we will also pay careful and specific attention to some of the methods—the use of
reasoning and argument, conceptual analysis, and “thought experiments”—that make philosophical

approaches to these questions distinctive.

Section 4: “Existentialism East and West.” (Dr. Adam Loughnane)

A great deal of philosophy is concerned with sorting right from wrong (ethics), true from false
(epistemology/logic), the real from the un-real (metaphysics/ontology). No doubt, these are
indispensable philosophical pursuits, however, thinkers known as “existentialists” have come to focus
on deeply meaningful human states that might not be best understood or lived according to the
binary oppositions of the principal domains of philosophy. If we feel profound joy or suffering, our
being “right” or “wrong” about the origin might not tell us what is most crucial about what we are
living through. An overpowering emotion being “real” of “un-real” might not be the most
consequential in terms of cultivating skills to augment or diminish those feelings. The experience of
suffering, nihilism, authenticity, the feeling of the absurd, emptiness, or existential nausea, as well as
positive feelings such as exalted joy, contentment, ecstasy, serenity, and enlightenment, these
extremes of human experience have been contemplated by philosophers in both Eastern and

Western worlds beyond the categories and logic of epistemology, ethics, and metaphysics.

In this section, we explore Western philosophers such as Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, de Beauvoir, Sartre,

pascal and «|



