
BSC HONS PARAMEDIC STUDIES 

PRACTITIONER ENTRY 

The BSc (Hons) Paramedic Studies - Practitioner Entry is aimed at building on the foundations provided by pre-
hospital emergency care programmes and professional experience. It is designed to develop skills and knowledge ap-
plicable to current practice and specialist areas assisting you in your professional development and life-long learning. 

Graduates of this programme will be in a position to compete for more specialised roles in the paramedical field. 
Competition for these places is high and having an NFQ level 8 BSc [Hons] qualification will provide you with a strong 
foundation to compete in this evolving and dynamic field. Graduates of the programme will be eligible for Postgradu-
ate programmes. 

This programme takes into account the burden of managing a job whilst studying by delivering teaching using a blend-
ed learning approach of e-learning and participation in workshops. The idea is to support you as you learn in a univer-
sity with state-of-the-art technology and experienced staff. This innovative programme aims to widen your academic 
understanding of clinical care, to engage with and critique the research that drives professional practice. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  

Diploma in Emergency Medical 
Science (NFQ Level 7) or Diploma 
in Military Special Operations 
Forces Medical Care (NFQ Level 
7) or Emergency Medical Tech-
nology (NFQ Level 7) or Diploma 
in Paramedical Science (NFQ Lev-
el 7) or equivalent.  

This programme will be delivered 
predominantly online. 

There are specific technical re-
quirements that you need to 
meet, including access to a lap-
top or desktop, a reliable broad-
band connection, as well as a 
modern web browser.  

 PROGRAMME LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On completion of this programme, it is expected that you will be able to: 

 Demonstrate an awareness of paramedical science from a multidisciplinary       
perspective including, anatomy, epidemiology and public health, medico-legal, 
nursing, pharmacology, physiology. 

 Demonstrate an awareness of contemporary issues in the field of paramedical 
practice and sciences; displaying understanding on the importance of continu-
ous professional development and lifelong learning; 

 Apply a holistic and integrated approach to paramedic practice; 

 Be sensitive to contemporary issues within socially and culturally diverse         
communities and prepare to respond effectively to such issues during paramedic 
practice; 

 Examine current research and developments in paramedics and evaluate your 
implications in the paramedic profession; 

 Carry out a focused piece of scholarly research in the area of paramedical sci-
ence.  



APPLICATION PROCESS  

Applications for this programme are made directly to UCC. 

Application forms and guidance on the required personal statement 
are  available at:  

http://www.ucc.ie/en/
study/undergrad/
courses/
paramedicstudies/ 

COURSE DETAIL 

The two-year BSc programme instils a traditional academic approach to the teach-
ing of Paramedic Studies. Delivery of the course is underpinned by four themes of 
enhancing professional knowledge, enhancing the paramedic profession, personal 
development, and research. Today the role of a paramedic is dynamic and evolv-
ing; upon completion of the degree, graduates will be well positioned to compete 
for more specialised roles within the paramedical field, and advance within their 
profession. 

The BSc will be delivered by a panel of experts, and will ensure that students are 
facilitated through all aspects of the programme including ongoing pastoral direc-
tion. 

This programme does not lead to a PHECC (Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council)  
registrable qualification. 

COURSE PRACTICALITIES 

The BSc (Hons) Paramedic Studies is a 
blended learning programme with 
scheduled placement sessions. All on 
site components have been designed to 
give the students experiences they could 
not receive via an online method. 

  

ASSESSMENT  

The programme is based wholly on con-
tinuous assessment allowing the student 
to progress and succeed within an online 
learning environment. 

WHY STUDY THIS COURSE? 

The BSc (Hons) Paramedic Studies – Practitioner Entry has been   
designed by an experienced team of clinical professionals and     
experts in the pre-clinical sciences to fulfil the needs of a practising 
paramedic / advanced paramedic wishing to gain an NFQ level 8 
honours degree in their own discipline. The College of Medicine and 
Health has drawn on knowledge, expertise and facilities from across 
the University to provide the student with a qualification with real 
life relevance and widen future career possibilities. 

UCC is in the enviable position of having a team of instructional   
designers highly skilled and experienced in the planning and        
delivery of online programmes. 

Any component that requires the attendance of the student has 
been planned to provide true benefit and allow the student access 
to experiences beyond their work based clinical skills or in some of 
our state of the art facilities.  

SKILLS AND CAREERS INFORMATION 

The BSc (Hons) Paramedic Studies provides the student opportunity to 
enhance and progress academic skills for extensive clinical skills previously 
gained during their career. 

As this programme includes a significant piece of scholarly research it al-
lows the student the option to develop their profession in an academic 
context. The programme also aims to provide the student with the skill set 
to adapt working practice in line with current best practice ideals.  

This programme incorporates an innovative module on Remote Emergen-
cy Care for Paramedics to further enhance skills practice in challenging 
and remote settings. 

The combination of academic rigour and reflection on current practice 
also provides the student with various options in their future career devel-
opment including post graduate education. 

CONTACT US 
 
Mr David Hick   Dr Frank van Pelt 
dhick@ucc.ie  f.vanpelt@ucc.ie 
+353 (0)21 4205568 +353 (0) 21 4205971 
 
For further information, please visit: 

http://www.ucc.ie/en/study/
undergrad/courses/paramedicstudies/ 
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