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Background/Abstract 
(350 words max) 
 

According to the Convention of the Rights of the Child, children have the right to participation: they 
should be given adequate information, opportunities to express their views and contribute to decision-
making processes on matters affecting them. Their views should be given due weight according their 
age and maturity. One of children’s important occupations is play and the (re)design of public 
playspaces lends itself to bringing children's voices into this process. It’s not clear to what extent 
children’s participation is incorporated in existing guidelines, tools and policies for play and what can be 
considered as good practice. Knowing that some groups of children are often not represented in formal 
bodies, this research will investigate how seldom heard children (i.e. young children, children with 
disabilities or children with a disadvantaged home situation) can be reached and involved in the 
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(re)design process for a public playspace in their municipality e.g. which kind of participatory 
approaches are perceived as feasible and efficacious? What do they need to exercise their right to 
participation in the community?  
The outcome of this work: researching how the ongoing processes of children’s participation can be 
applied to the processes of (re)design of public play spaces potentially leads to enhancing children’s 
right to be heard and, possibly strengthen seldom heard children to advocate themselves for play 
opportunities in their local municipality.  
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Rianne Jansens worked as occupational therapist with children and young people with different kind of 
disabilities in the Netherlands after graduating at Artevelde College in Ghent, Belgium. Her interest in 
children with disabilities was reassured when she was giving supervision and teaching at a BSc. 
occupational therapy programme at Zuyd University of Applied Science in Heerlen, in the south of the 
Netherlands.   
 
After the European Master of Science in Occupational Therapy she joined part-time at Zuyd University 
the Research Centre of Assistive Technology in Care and discovered the how fascinating research can 
be, e.g., investigating the role of a robot in therapy, in play of children with disabilities. Rianne joined 
the COST Action (TD1309) LUDI: Play for children with disabilities as chair of workgroup about toys and 
technologies for play and taking part in the core group and LUDI training school.   
 
Being able to join the P4Play project is another great possibility in supporting research and the provision 
of play opportunities for all children as it such an important daily occupation in their lives.   
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