
                                                          
 
 

23rd Annual School of Nursing and Midwifery Research Conference 
TRANSFORMING HEALTH THROUGH NURSING AND MIDWIFERY RESEARCH 

Wednesday, 11th December 
Room G.06, Brookfield Health Sciences Complex, University College Cork 

Times Topic/Speaker 

08:30-09:30 Conference Registration 
Brookfield Health Sciences Complex Atrium 

09:30-09:40 Opening Address 
Professor Patricia Leahy-Warren, Dean and Head of School of Nursing and Midwifery, UCC 

09:40-10:20 Professor Research Programmes and Cluster Highlights   
Chair: Ms Carmel Buckley 

 
Advancing Dementia Care: Integrating Palliative Approaches and System Improvements in 
Nursing Home 

- Professor Nicola Cornally 

Perinatal Parental and Child Health: Advancing Innovations in Research. 
- Professor Patricia Leahy-Warren 

Taking a health systems research lens to cancer: the impact on quality of life and the individuals 
cancer journey. 

- Professor Josephine Hegarty 

Addressing multimorbidity in older patients with atrial fibrillation through interdisciplinary, 
patient centred, systematic care pathways. 

- Professor Gerry Lee  

10:20-10:45 
 

 

 

 

Academic Health Sciences: Engaging with Clinical Partners in Advanced Practice 
Chair: Dr Elaine Lehane 

 
ICU Nurses Understanding of Post Intensive Care Syndrome. 

- Ms Claire Crowley 

Supporting those living with IBD – the role of the CNS/ANP and PhD student. 
- Ms Clodagh Byron 

10:45-11:15 Tea & Coffee Break | Poster Viewing 
Room 1.01 

11:15-11:30 Research Opportunities for Undergraduate Students 
Chair: Dr Teresa Wills 

Preparing for Academic Clinical Pathways. 
- Professor Gerry Lee 

Summer Undergraduate Research Experience (SURE) Awardees 2024: Key Learnings and 
Professional Growth. 

- Ms Aryth Stryker 
- Mc Claire Corcoran 

 



11:30-11:50 Disseminating Masters Research 
Chair: Dr Serena Fitzgerald 

 
Navigating the Challenges and Opportunities of Publishing MSc Dissertations: A Supervisor's 
Perspective. 

- Dr Mohamad Saab 

The Impact of Electronic and Self-Rostering Systems on Healthcare Organisations and 
Healthcare Workers. 

- Ms Martina O’ Connell 

11:50-12:30 5-Minute Thesis 
Chair: Dr Mohamad Saab 

 
People with intellectual disabilities and their family caregivers’ experiences of planning and 
decision-making for a residential transition. A dyadic multiperspectival interpretive 
phenomenological analysis.   

- Ms Caroline Egan 

Care closer to home for children with tracheostomies.  
- Ms Cora O’ Leary 

The moveable line - providing individualised care for high-risk women in labour and birth.  
- Ms Mary Curtin 

A phased principle based concept analysis approach. 
- Ms Poonam Jaswal 

To explore how nurses coped with professional and personal caring and responsibilities during 
the Covid 19 pandemic.  

- Ms Mary O’ Regan 

Identifying nursing home residents' unmet palliative care needs.  
- Ms Patrice Crowley 

12:30-13:10 Employment Based PhDs: Maximising Opportunities to Enhance Evidence Based Practice  
Chair: Professor Bridie O’ Sullivan 

 
Transformation care: Unveiling the Stop Hospital Associated Decline (STAD) project for 
enhanced care of the older adult in hospital. 

- Ms Amanda Brolly  

Designing an education intervention to enhance newly diagnosed rheumatoid arthritis patients’ 
knowledge of cardiovascular comorbidities and modifiable risk factors. 

- Ms Louise Murphy  

Reducing Modifiable Risk factors for Dementia in adults with Mild cognitive impairment 
(MCI)/Subjective Cognitive Impairment (SCI). 

- Ms Gemma McCarthy  

GROW & THRIVE: Developing and testing Guidance and Resources for Optimal Wellbeing & 
Teens' Sexual Health and Safety Relationship InitiatiVE. 

- Ms Margo Noonan 

13:10-14:00 Lunch | Poster Viewing 
Room 1.01 

14:00-14:30 Keynote Presentation 



Chair: Professor Gerry Lee 
 
Why Does Advocacy Matter? 

- Professor Donna Fitzsimons, School of Nursing and Midwifery, Queens University Belfast 

14:30-15:00 Behind Every Successful Researcher… 
Chair: Dr Rita Forde 

 
Research Support Roles in the School 

- Dr Noeleen Brady 
- Dr Aoife Long 

Engaged research: A civic and community perspective 
- Dr Margaret Curtin, Ms Mary Cronin, Mr Stephen Murphy, Ms Fahmeda Naheed 

 Informing and Impacting Policy, Practice and Education through Research 
Chairs: Professor Nicola Cornally and Dr Anne-Marie Martin 

15:00-15:30 Room G.06 

"You always feel really good and refreshed 
after it": Sea Swimming as an Intervention for 
Young People in the Child & Adolescent 
Mental Health Services. 

- Dr Johnny Goodwin 

Evaluation of the Impact of Implementing a 
Future Care Plan with Patients with Palliative 
Care Needs. 

- Dr Caroline Kilty 

Translational Breastfeeding Research and the 
Maternity, Families and Primary Care team. 

- Dr Helen Mulcahy 

Room G.05 

An Evaluation of a National Foundation 
Module for Critical Care Nurses. 
- Dr Sean Kelleher 
 
Nature's Touch: Advancing Dementia and 
Stroke Care with Human-Animal Interactions. 
- Dr Irene Hartigan 
 
Revolutionising Healthcare Education: 
Harnessing Virtual Reality for Men's Health, 
Nursing Simulation, and Communication 
Skills Training. 
- Dr Mohamad Saab 

15:30-16:15 Room G.06 
 
Influencing Theory, Practice and Strategy: An Overview of Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Research at the School of Nursing and Midwifery, UCC. 

- Dr Aine O’ Donovan 

Advancing Workforce Well-Being in Healthcare: ‘Magnet4Europe’. 
- Dr Elaine Lehane 

The impact of a planned change to nurse staffing levels in Emergency Departments: A pre-test, 
post-test design. 

- Dr Vera McCarthy 
 
Inclusion Health: undertaking a public consultation to inform a national inclusion health 
framework. 

- Dr Angela Flynn 

16:15-16:30 Closing Address and Prize Giving 
Professor Nicola Cornally, Vice Dean of Research and Innovation, School of Nursing and Midwifery 

 


