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Students being
‘future-proofed’
by online courses

Inspired by the vision of George Boole,
UCC future-proofs its students through
technology-enhanced learning

tisfitting thatin the year:

that University College
- Cork (UCC) commemo-
rates the bicentenary of
George Boole, forefather
of the information age and first
Professor of Mathematics, that
the university has embarked
onbroadening and deepening
its online offering to students,
both locally and globally.
Professor John O’Halloran,
vice president for teaching
and learning, UCC, reported

that research which hadbeen

conducted in the university
showed a strong demand for
online courses and support
for such innovative forms of
teaching and learning across
the campus.

“There is huge enthusiasm
in UCC for advancing digital
literacy among staff and stu-
dents,” said O’Halloran.

“Over 93 per cent of respon-
dentsto our recent survey said

that technology enhanced
learning will be an essential
partofteachingin the future.”

“Over 90 per cent of UCC
staff are involved, or aspire to
being involved in technology
enhanced learning. As part of
a major initiative to enhance
digital learning, UCC has
embarked on an ambitious
programme of online course
development. Our aim is to
future-proof our students,
working professionals and
employees by giving them
flexible access tolearningand
development opportunities in
aformat thatfits around their

work and life.

“UCChas adiverse range of
online programmes underway
or in development to cater
for a broad array of learning
needs, from more vocation-
al subjects, such as nursing
and public health medicine,
to industrial disciplines such
as chemistry, to areas of broad
societal importance, for ex-
ample, an online masters in
autism studies. Our ambition
is to connect our region to the
globe.”

UcC’s offenngs include
online programmes such as
postgraduate certificates in
Health Protection, Masters
in Public Health Medicine,
and Masters in Occupational
Health through to Nursing.

‘More information is available

atucc.ie/en/online/.

Other programmes are de-
livered on a blended learning
basis. For example, the School
of Nursing and Midwifery,
offers the MSc/Postgradu-
ate Diploma/Certificate in
Gerontological Nursing as
an online blended-learning
programme.

In this instance, course
content is delivered in UCC
through lectures, workshops,

seminars and tutorials in
combination with online con-
tent delivery using its virtual
learning environment, known
as Blackboard.

Teaching and learning
strategies on Blackboard in-
clude module study guides,
discussion boards, audio/

visual resources and online
assessments/activities. The
programme is both innovative
and responsive to the needs
of local, national and inter-
national healthcare sectors.
In September 2015, the

School of Nursing and Mid-
wifery will offer two new
postgraduate programmes as
online blended learning pro-
grammes: MSc/Postgraduate
Medical and Surgical Nursing
and MSc/Postgraduate Oncol-
ogy Nursing.

O’Halloran reported that
online and blended learning
at the School of Nursmg and

ing, especially those wishing
to engage in continuing ed-
ucation to advance their ca-
Teers.

The flexibility of the on-
line and blended approach
to learning allows nurses to

iengage with further study,

Wh]le at the same time bal-
ancing full-time work and
family commitments.

“Online programmes com-
pleted atthe shave been eval-
uated very favourably by our
students, with reference to
excellence in the quality of
learning, online course ma-
terials, and the support pro-
vided to them by a dynamic
and highly qualified lecturing
team and learning technolo-
gists,” said O’Halloran.

UCC has developed many
innovative and inclusive on-

line programmes, including
the development of a new
online certificate in Autism
Studies tobe launched in Sep-
tember 2015, which presentsa
unique opportunity for people
in Ireland to learn about the
spectrum of autism.

“The course is currently run
on campus and will be online
in September, open to anyone
withan interestin autismand
Asperger’s syndrome, it ex-
plores various aspects of what
itmeans to have autism, how
best to support a person with
autismand how a person with
autism may contribute posi-
tively to society. The different
perceptions and conceptual-
isations of autism will also be
explored,” said O’Halloran,

Professor Ivan Perry, head
of the Department of Epide-
miology and Public Health
said: “Over the last decade we
have invested a considerable
amount of time and effort
to the development of our
off-campus based Master’sin
Public Health programme and
MSc in Occupational Health.
Online learning provides an
exciting opportunity to offer
these programmes to a much
wider range of students, in-
cluding students in full-time
employment who now have
the option of studying for a
Master’s degree in a format
that fits around their work and
lifestyle.

“We have found that the
online experience is greatly
enriched by participation of
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