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Questions:

Is there an at risk situation here?

Is the student at risk?

[s the client group/individual at risk?
Is the Practice Teacher at risk?

Is the Agency at risk?



Changes in the student body: Age/Gender/Ethnicity etc.

[s there now a growing ‘sense of entitlement?

Agency environment: context and challenges.

Common sources of student distress: Travel/Finances/Academic ability/

Expectations



General Sampling of Presenting Issues to NUIG Student Counselling Services

* Depression/Mood change disorder
* Anxiety

* Relationships






ALARM SIGNS

eUnusual Behaviour

*Feeling overwhelmed

Repeat Requests for assistance by student

Student getting upset very easily

Support not leading to change



What does a nervous or anxious student look like?
Spot the differences

*Shy, nervous, embarrassed, self-conscious
eHeadaches, sick, faint, dizzy, shaking, hot,
hyperventilating

eProblems articulating thoughts, stuttering

*Lacking confidence

*Extensive worrying prior to event

*Bad eye contact

*Closed body position






Considerations:

Is the student’s behaviour causing concern? How does the student seem to you? Is there other information to cause concern?
To Whom?

Is this behaviour different from previous students you might have had?
Is this behaviour different from your expectation of this student?
Is this behaviour different from the earlier days of placement?

Would it be helpful to talk with the Tutor?
Do you need more information from

the student?

Do you need more information from others?



*Evidence

eEvidence

eEvidence

eAdopt an investigative approach

eRecord all meetings/All supervision sessions

eBecome 'task orientated’

eMeasure performance

eInform the Tutor and subsequently the PLC if situation is not resolved
*Talk things out with your own Supervisor

**Have a time schedule - In two weeks we will see..... In three weeks......



RESPONDING EFFECTIVELY

IS THE PROBLEM URGENT? /
y

WILL THE STUDENT ACCEPT HELP?

YES LENGTHEN SUPERVISION SESSIONS
REQUEST AN EARLIER OR ADDITIONAL TRI-PARTITE MEETING
TASK ORIENTATE & TIME STRUCTURE

NO SEEK FURTHER HELP

RECORD ALL INTERACTIONS

END PLACEMENT



PRACTICE TEACHERS

What are the issues for you as the
Practice Teacher?
o

Identifying difficulties: Naming the issues.
®

Using Supervision appropriately
®

Calling in the Tutor

Requesting a Placement co-ordinator visit
o

Informing the Director/Professor of the
course

e Seeking support from your own Supervisor

e One shower doesn’t make a Winter
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