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Programmes Update

This year saw the MSc Diagnostic Radiography increase its intake from 16 students to 27.
Demand for places has outstripped places since we opened in 2018. An innovative negotiation
with the SAOLTA group of HSE (Health Service Executive) means we have increased the number
of placements for students and thus can increase our intake of students. Students will now be
placed down the west coast from Donegal to Kerry and on the south coast in Cork and
Waterford.

Ann Cosgrove Chief Operations Officer for the Saolta Group welcomed the initiative.

“We are delighted to partner with University College Cork on this incredibly important course.
This move will help the Saolta Group to proactively build up a future supply of radiographers
while also promoting radiography as an attractive profession.

Pat Nash, the Chief Clinical Officer for the Saolta Group added: “The MSc in Diagnostic
Radiography will provide and equip our future radiographers with the clinical and research skills
and professional attributes required to work and develop as clinicians within our hospitals.

“The Saolta University Health Care Group has seven hospital locations along the West coast. We
look forward to working with these future graduates in our Radiography services across the
group.”

Professor Mark McEntee Head of Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy at UCC (University
College Cork) said “This innovative partnership with SAOLTA demonstrates excellent forward
planning. Highly skilled radiographers can plan their future with SAOLTA in confidence”



New MSc in Medical Radiation Science

Academics with the Discipline have recently received approval to deliver a new post-graduate
programme in Medical Imaging & Radiation Sciences (MIRS). This Programme will be available as
a Postgraduate Certificate, Diploma and MSc and will enroll students from September 2024. The
Programme is primarily aimed at qualified radiographers and radiation therapists who are
progressing up the career ladder and includes nine bespoke pathways covering

e (T,

e MRI,

e Ultrasound,

e Mammography,

e Radiation Protection,

e Image Interpretation,

e Management and Leadership,
e Advanced Practice and

e Radiation Therapy.

Dr Andrew England (Programme Director) commented that “this has been over 12 months of
work to gain the necessary approvals for this ambitious programme which will allow online
postgraduate study, for both national and international students. Enrolment will be open in a
few months and academics at UCC plan an extensive information and marketing campaign —
watch this space”.

Application will open January 2024, for a September 2024 start. Applications will be online at

https://www.ucc.ie/en/apply/ You can express interest and be added to a
mailing list by e-mailing MIRT@UCC.ie

2" UCC CT Study Day

The 2" UCC CT Study Day was held online on Saturday 23" September 2023. Presentations
included topics on post-mortem imaging, dual-energy CT, sustainability, CT dose reduction,
education and radiation dose optimisation. The multidisciplinary / multinational faculty
presented to over 45 delegates and included rich discussion. Future CT study days are currently
being planned.


https://www.ucc.ie/en/apply/

https://www.ucc.ie/en/medical/gradstudcpd/gradstud/medicalimagingandradiationtherapy/ne

wsandevents/

Research
The discipline has been busy with multiple grant applications and have been successful on a
few.
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Research publications 2023 to date
It has been another outstanding year in research productivity, with the discipline averaging 1
publication every week.
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The annual meeting of the European Society for Radiotherapy and Oncology (ESTRO)

The annual meeting of the European Society for Radiotherapy and Oncology (ESTRO) 2023 was held in

Vienna, Austria from 12-16 May. The congress theme, From innovation to action, builds on previous topics

and focusses on how we translate and implement research into practice.
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Annemarie Devine (UCC), Cyntia Eccles (The Christie), Theresa O’ Donovan, (UCC), pictured at the industry
exhibition hall at ESTRO 2023.
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UCC/GE CT Symposium

On 14th June, UCC held a successful CT Symposium with GE HealthCare. Over 40 people
attended in the beautiful Dora Altman room. This day captured the attention of the audience
covering a wide range of topics delivered by experts from Ireland and the UK (United Kingdom).
There was a particular emphasis on the applications of GE’s revolutionary Dual energy imaging
and Artificial Intelligence Image reconstructions and included talks on the Impact of low-dose
CT in a clinical setting; Clinical, Clinical Specialist in CT Cork University Hospital Mary Jane
Murphy presented an intriguing talk on The value of investing in the Latest CT Technology
which provoked a lot of discussion from the other clinical experts in the room.



Study Day on Central Venous Access Devices

A successful study day on accessing Central Venous Access Devices for administration was hled
for Radiographers and Radiation Therapists with experience in cannulation on 21° August in
UCC. This generated a lot of interest from radiographers nationwide. This study day included
talks from Gillian Lumley who is a Senior Radiographer in University Hospital Waterford and is
one of the first radiographers in Ireland to undertake insertion of PICC lines.

{ Commented [MM1]: @Niamh Moore would you mind
| addinga brief report on the GE study day.

)
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European Federation of Radiographer Societies (EFRS)

Dr Andrew England represented the European Federation of Radiographer Societies (EFRS) and
University College Cork at a recent ESCO-MRI Magnetic Resonance Safety Officer transnational
project meeting in Malta.
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