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Beyond the Teaching Laboratory - 
Practical Classes and Online Learning

Delivering practical classes in science, engineering and many other disciplines 
under the current restrictions presents significant problems. Whilst many lecturers 
have long used blended learning approaches where appropriate, in many courses 
there remained a significant practical element, delivered face-to-face and often 
reliant on hardware or other specialist resources that could not easily be made 
available to those learning remotely. The need to move all teaching online has forced 
many of us to re-think not only the content and delivery of practical classes, but also 
their role and purpose. In this talk I will present some observations based on recent 
experiences, and discuss some approaches which may help us retain some of the 
benefits of face-to-face practical classes as we move online.
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