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The Making of an Encyclopedia of Modern Art and the Avab World

i
HE >
\E 2
JLIES
Als M
Sup

N EH
T
w g

ARSI

UCC History of Art

ollege Cork, Ireland . P
Coléiste na hOllscoile Corcaigh | Stair na hEalaine

IRISH RESEARCH COUNCIL

An Chombhairle um Thaighde in Eirinn

Guest Lecturers
Joanne Lisinski, Acting Head of Research, Mathaf.
Rima Ghanem, Research Assistant, Mathaf.

A collaborative project between Qatar Museums, Qatar Foundation and Mathaf:
Arab Museum of Modern Art, the Mathaf Encyclopedia of Modern Art and the
Arab World provides a major resource on artists from the Arab world and their
histories. Envisioned by H.E. Sheikh Hassan bin Mohammed bin Ali Al Thani, as
part of the development of Mathaf and knowledge around its collection, the
research team at Mathaf, commission scholars and independent researchers to
author Encyclopedia entries. Mathaf Encyclopedia is an online, bilingual and peer-
reviewed resource that provides open access to basic facts and in depth information
on modern art of the Arab world. The Encyclopedia aims to standardize the data on
Arab artists and to encourage multiple perspectives on modernism in the Arab
world while providing a comprehensive view on its development. The
Encyclopedia is a work in progress and will continue to develop to include all
artists from Mathaf's permanent collection as well as historically contextualizing
works of art in Mathaf’s 9000 piece collection. This talk with Mathaf research staff
will first discuss the role of the research department within the museum, and
secondly the development and outcomes of the Mathaf Encyclopedia of Modern
Art and the Arab World. The talk will provide valuable insights on its
establishment, use, successes and challenges.

This workshop was made possible due to the research and development support
received from the Irish Research Council New Foundations Scheme, 2012-14.
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