	PRIVATE 
DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES
R E S E A R C H   S E M I N A R
DR. NUALA FINNEGAN
[Department of Hispanic Studies, UCC]
"Light Women/Light Literature:

Women & Popular Fiction in Mexico since 1980".

The proliferation of fictional work published by women in recent years in Mexico has been well documented.  Writing predominantly (though by no means exclusively) what is often pejoratively termed “popular” literature, Ángeles Mastretta, Sara Sefchovich, Silvia Molina, Laura Esquivel, to name just a few, have successfully reawakened literary interest in Mexico.  Many of the fictional works published by these writers have been commercially and critically acclaimed both in Mexico and abroad.  This in turn has prompted a perhaps inevitable backlash by the Mexican literary establishment, best exemplified by the literary magazine Vuelta’s vitriolic issue of July 1992, entitled ‘En defensa de una literatura difícil’.  This paper will explore some of the ramifications of the debate provoked by this emergence of feminised popular fiction with its emphasis on womens’ experience within the context of feminist literary praxis.  To what extent have these works succeeded, as some critics maintain, in destabilising ‘la institución literaria’, a point eloquently illustrated by the intensity of the attack in Vuelta?  Has there indeed been a breakdown in literary hierarchies as a result of the new visibility of genres such as popular romantic fiction (but also testimonial writing, erotic literature and other so-called alternative forms of literature)?  Do the parameters of the feminist literary debate, often articulated in terms of the conflict between cultural production at the centre and periphery, contribute to an understanding of the contemporary literary situation in Mexico?  This paper will address these issues with particular reference to some of the work of Ángeles Mastretta, María Luisa Puga and Sara Sefchovich.

Friday, 20th October, 2000


4 p.m.

O'Rahilly Building, ORB 1.24

followed by reception in ORB 1.51


	PRIVATE 


DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES

R E S E A R C H   S E M I N A R 

MR. STEVEN DODD
[Director, Language Centre & Statutory Lecturer, Department of Hispanic Studies, UCC]
"Correcting Pronunciation".

This talk will consider two principal questions, on the assumption that native speakers of English with a typical Irish educational background are involved:-  Which model of Spanish pronunciation is the most appropriate for use in teaching the spoken language?  Which targets can best be adopted and at what stages in learning the language?  The answers proposed for these questions will be informed by a statistical approach to sounds and by a structuralist approach to the geometry of sound systems, but will also be influenced by the effects of the two languages’ orthographic norms.  Potential areas of interest for detailed research in this field will be noted.

Friday, 10th November, 2000


4 p.m.

O'Rahilly Building, ORB 1.24

followed by reception in ORB 1.51


	PRIVATE 

THE CENTRE FOR MEXICAN STUDIES, DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES, UCC in conjunction with the DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
L E C T U R E
His Excellency 
MR SANTIAGO OÑATE 
[Mexican Ambassador to the Court of St. James, London]
"Mexico: This Year’s Presidential Election 
& the Future"
The Ambassador will review the electoral reform that opened the way for this year’s elections.  He will assess the significance of the transfer of power from the PRI to the PAN and examine the prospect for Mr. Fox’s presidency.

Thursday, 16th November, 2000
3 p.m.

O'Rahilly Building, ORB 2.55 – MBA Room



	PRIVATE 

DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES 
R E A D I N G
Pura López Colomé

Mexican Poet
Pura López Colomé is widely known as a poet and is also the translator of both Séamus Heaney and John Montague. She completed the Spanish translation of Thomas Kinsella's version of the Táin which was launched in Mexico in September 2000.

Friday, 17th of November, 2000

3 p.m.
O'Rahilly Building, Rm. 1.24



	PRIVATE 


DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES

R E S E A R C H   S E M I N A R 

PROFESSOR DAVID MACKENZIE
[Professor of Spanish & Head of Department, 

Hispanic Studies, UCC]
"Juan Fernández de Heredia: Parvenu at the Papal Court?  The Evidence of the 14th Century Manuscripts".

Juan Fernández de Heredia was born illegitimate in Albarracín in SE Aragon early in the fourteenth century, and rose through the ranks of the Hospitallers to become Grand Master.  He had a long and eventful career, both at the Aragonese court, and at the Papal Court in Avignon.  His political life alone, then, would give him a prominent place in the history of the period.  But, he was also responsible for a remarkable collection of manuscripts, produced in what Anthony Luttrell calls ‘de luxe’ editions.  They are all translations, from French, Greek, Castilian and probably Italian, and some of them are very long indeed; there is a total of thirteen works, containing some 11 million words.  The Grant Crónica d’Espanya, the Crónica de los Conqueridores, the Emperadores, the Orosius, Marco Polo, Plutarch’s Lives – these give an idea of the variety of the collection.  However, there is debate as to the extent to which Heredia himself was involved in the enterprise, and what his motives might have been: these we shall address after a short general overview of the man and ‘his’ works. 

Friday, 24th November, 2000


4 p.m.

O'Rahilly Building, ORB 1.24
followed by a reception in ORB 1.51


	PRIVATE 


DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES

LUCÍA ETXEBARRIA
"Women’s Literature in Contemporary Spain"

Lucía Etxebarria is the best-selling author of Aguanta esto (1996), Amor, curiosidad, prozac y dudas (1997), Beatriz y los cuerpos celestes (Nadal prize winner, 1998), Nosotras, que no somos como las demás (1999), La Eva futura. La letra futura (2000) and scriptwriter of Sobreviviré (2000), and presently writer-in-residence at the University of Aberdeen.

The talk will be given in English

Tuesday, 5th December, 2000


2 p.m.

O'Rahilly Building, ORB 1.24

followed by reception in ORB 1.51


	PRIVATE 


DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES

R E S E A R C H   S E M I N A R 

DR. ANTHONY LAPPIN
[Department of Spanish & Portuguese Studies, 

University of Manchester]
"Berceo’s Poetry".

Gonzalo de Berceo was a secular Riojan cleric who lived during the first two thirds of the thirteenth century.  Basing its analysis on his last work, the “Vida de Santa Oria”, this paper will consider his debt to vernacular French poetry with particular attention to the figure of the narrator that he adopts and uses to express himself, the shifting nature of the first-person narrator in the poem (foreshadowing the “Libro de buen amor”), and will conclude with an analysis of his narrative poetic method in a section of the poem.  In all of this, the paper will be concerned with how Berceo works an aesthetic effect whilst maintaining a concern with other, more theological and ecclesial matters.

Friday, 8th December, 2000

4 p.m.

O'Rahilly Building, ORB 1.24
The lecture will be followed by a reception in ORB 1.51 to mark the publication of Dr. Nuala Finnegan’s “Monstrous Projections of Femininity in the Fiction of Mexican Writer Rosario Castellanos”


	PRIVATE 


DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES

R E S E A R C H   S E M I N A R 

MR. MARTÍN VEIGA ALONSO
[Xunta Lector in Galician, 

Department of Hispanic Studies, UCC]
"The Circle of a Life: Nova Crónica das Indias".

This paper will discuss the book entitled Nova Crónica das Indias (1989), by the Galician writer Antón Avilés de Taramancos, from the following perspectives: its literary genre, the way biographical events combine with fictionalised elements, and its circular structure.  A biographical introduction to the author will be included, as his life is closely related to his work, in particular to the Nova Crónica das Indias.  Finally, the main topics with which the book deals and the ideological consequences of the author’s choice of themes will also be considered.

Friday, 26th January, 2001

4 p.m.

O'Rahilly Building, ORB 1.24
Followed by reception in ORB 1.51


	PRIVATE 


DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES

R E S E A R C H   S E M I N A R 

DR. COLIN THOMPSON
[St. Catherine’s College, Oxford University]
“‘Horas hay de recreación, donde el afligido 

espíritu descanse’: reconsidering exemplarity in the Novelas Ejemplares".

There has been a tendency in critical literature on the Novelas to underplay the notion of comic exemplarity.  The Aristotelian and scholastic doctrine of eutrapelia provides a framework in which it is not only possible but necessary to hold together delectare and prodesse in these stories.  I aim to show, through a reading of La gitanilla, La fuerza de la sangre  and Rinconete y Cortadillo, how close attention to the language Cervantes uses reveals the light-hearted and often ironic way in which essentially serious points are made, and how appreciating this technique provides an important clue to the unlocking of the meaning of the Novelas.
Friday, 16th February, 2001

4 p.m.

O'Rahilly Building, ORB 1.24
Followed by reception in ORB 1.51


	PRIVATE 


DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES

R E S E A R C H   S E M I N A R 

MR. STEPHEN BOYD
[Dept. of Hispanic Studies, University College Cork]
“El celoso extremeño”

The aim of this paper is to show how one of Cervantes’ Novelas Ejemplares (1613), El celoso extremeño, may be seen to fulfil, and retrospectively clarify, some of the enigmatic claims about exemplarity made in the Prólogo al lector.
[Copies of the short story are available from the secretary.]
Friday, 2nd March, 2001

4 p.m.

O'Rahilly Building, ORB 1.24
The paper will be followed by a reception in ORB 1.51 to mark the publication of the Wordsworth classics edition of Don Quixote, with an introduction and notes by Stephen Boyd.


	PRIVATE 


DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES

R E S E A R C H   S E M I N A R 

MR. DIARMUID O’GIOLLÁIN
[Dept. of Béaloideas/Folklore, University College Cork]
“Globalisation on the Periphery: Perspectives from 

Latin-American Scholars”

This presentation will look at a few discussions on globalisation by Latin-American scholars.  Most of the literature on the subject in English is by metropolitan scholars, and rarely refers to work on the subject published in other languages, or in other continents.  The presentation will try to establish the specificities, if any, of a Latin-American perspective.
Friday, 9th of March, 2001

4 p.m.

O'Rahilly Building, ORB 1.24
Followed by reception in ORB 1.51


	PRIVATE 


DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES

R E S E A R C H   S E M I N A R 

DR. CHRIS POUNTAIN
[Cambridge University]
“Doing what comes naturally: pragmatic factors in Spanish syntactic change”


This paper has a dual starting-point.  First, that certain linguistic changes are due to a process which may be labelled ‘capitalisation’, according to which a linguistic feature which already exists in a language comes to be substantially exploited for wider purposes, sometimes simply making overt distinctions which were previously covert, but sometimes apparently creating new expressive possibilities.  Second, that certain syntactic changes are permitted, or encouraged, by pragmatic considerations.  It concludes with an investigation of how these two phenomena might be related, using changes in grammatical gender and the functions of the reflexive as illustrations, and arguing that while both phenomena are instances of ‘natural’ processes of language change, it is the degree of capitalisation which gives a language its distinctive characteristic features.

Friday, 16th March, 2001

4 p.m.

O'Rahilly Building, ORB 1.24
Followed by reception in ORB 1.51


	PRIVATE 


DEPARTMENT OF HISPANIC STUDIES

R E S E A R C H   S E M I N A R 

DR. HIRAM MORGAN
[Department of History, UCC]
“A Catholic Historian in Exile: The Writings of Philip O’Sullivan Beare (1590 – 1639) in Spain”

This paper is about the polemic writings of Philip O’Sullivan Beare.  A native of Dursey Island, County Cork, O’Sullivan was evacuated as a child with the Spanish forces departing Kinsale in 1602.  He was educated at the Irish College in Santiago and later joined the Spanish Navy.  Philip was one of the main intellectuals amongst the émigré Irish community in Spain and in a variety of historical and religious works he took on the task of defending his patria against the contentions of Giraldus Cambrensis, Richard Stanihurst, James Ussher and David Chambers.

Tuesday, 27th of March, 2001

2 p.m.

O'Rahilly Building, ORB 1.24


