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DEGREE AWARDS

 BSc Computer Science 

 BSc Computer Science   
(Software Entrepreneurship) 

DURATION 4 Years

MINIMUM CAO  
POINTS REQUIRED 2020 468

CAO POINTS RANGE 2020 468-613

AVAILABLE PLACES 80

LEAVING CERTIFICATE 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Minimum grade H5 in two subjects and 
minimum grade 06/H7 in four other  
subjects. Subjects must include Irish,  
English, Mathematics and three other  
subjects recognised for entry purposes. 

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT 
O2/H6 in Mathematics.

MATURE STUDENT PLACES 8

QQI/FE STUDENT PLACES 6

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
www.ucc.ie/ugi

QQI/FE STUDENTS 

www.ucc.ie/qqi/stem

COURSE PAGE ONLINE 
www.ucc.ie/en/ck401

CONTACT INFORMATION

Dr Kieran Herley, Course Co-ordinator

bsc_coordinator@cs.ucc.ie

www.ucc.ie/en/compsci

GRADUATE PROFILE
MARINA LEHANE 
Product Manager at Google 

FOLLOW US

“As a Product Manager at  
Google, I lead the cross-product  
strategy and cloud sync services  
for Messages by Google, our official  
Android SMS app. My career began as an intern 
at Microsoft Ireland following a nomination by 
the Computer Science department’s placement 
coordinator for the Program Manager role. 
A career path I wasn’t even aware of before UCC 
introduced me to this opportunity! The skills and 
connections made during my time in UCC were 
essential to achieving my international career 
goals, along with many other UCC Computer 
Science alumni living and working in the various 
tech companies here in Seattle.”

@UCCCS COMPUTER SCIENCE, 
UCC 

WHAT IS COMPUTER SCIENCE? 

So much of our modern world, such as connectivity, 
online shopping, social media, and entertainment 
platforms, depends on computing and communication 
technologies. Computer scientists are the ones who 
innovate to conceive such systems and who design, 
build, and maintain the complex computer systems 
that make them function. As a Computer Science 
student, you will master the core technologies that 
provide the building blocks of modern computer 
systems, such as networks, database technology, 
programming, algorithms, artificial intelligence, cyber 
security, web technology and applications. You will 
learn how to craft software and hardware solutions 
based on these technologies in order to solve  
real-world problems as they arise.

WHY UCC? 

The School of Computer Science and Information 
Technology (CSIT) at UCC has a large team of 
academic staff, many with international academic 
or industrial experience, with a broad spectrum of 
expertise across the full range of computer science. 
Our school, and its associated research centres, 
have an international reputation for research in 
areas such as artificial intelligence, data analytics 
and algorithmics, networks and communications, 
interactive media, human computer interaction and 
computer security. This expertise is reflected in the 
breadth and quality of our degree programme and 
our commitment to providing an excellent learning 
experience for all our students.

WHAT WILL HELP YOU? 

Our programme does not assume any prior 
computing experience and many of our students 
successfully complete the degree with little or no prior 
background in computing. Being good at mathematics 
is not essential but we do however require a minimum 
of O2/H6 in the Leaving Certificate as we have found 
that solid reasoning and problem-solving skills are a 
good predictor for an aptitude in Computer Science.
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WORK PLACEMENT
At the end of third year you will have the opportunity 
to take a work placement in an IT-related company. 
These placements are run in conjunction with the 
Career Services Office at UCC and are generally of six 
months’ duration (though twelve-month placements 
are also possible). Most students rate this as one of 
the most valuable and rewarding aspects of their 
degree course and many return to work with their 
placement company after graduation. Typically, 
you will be attached to an existing team within the 
organisation and involved in the work of that team 
within the company. Our students have been placed in 
SMEs, national, and international companies. 

Companies that regularly take students on placement 
include Accenture, Amazon, CoreHR, Dell EMC, EMBL, 
Fidelity Investments, Google, IBM, Intel, Janssen, JLR, 
Johnson Controls, KPMG, Laya Healthcare, McAfee, 
Microsoft, Netgear, Pilz, Tapadoo, Teamwork, Tyco, 
Workday and others.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
IT companies actively seek Computer Science 
graduates, and we find that the work placement in 
third year boosts your employability. Our graduates 
have gone on to work in a variety of jobs including 
software engineers, software developers, information 
systems engineers, network engineers, technical 
analysts, creative designers, app developers and many 
more. 

A diverse range of companies have employed 
our students after graduation and these include 
Accenture, Amazon, Apple, Dell EMC, Goldman 
Sachs, Google, HubSpot, IBM, McAfee, PayPal, PwC, 
Teamwork and VoxPro here in Cork.

STUDY ABROAD
Opportunities to study abroad are available under the 
Erasmus programme. UCC also has a range of links 
with institutions outside Europe that provide further 
opportunities for study abroad on a competitive basis.

GRADUATE STUDY OPTIONS
The school has a large and active postgraduate 
research student community. More details on our 
research activities can be found at www.ucc.ie/en/
compsci/research/. Some of the school’s research 
centres offer internships for talented undergraduates 
during the summer. Once you graduate you are well 
placed to pursue postgraduate studies at Masters 
or PhD level, at home or abroad. Programmes taken 
by recent students include: MSc in Data Science 
and Analytics, MSc in Artificial Intelligence, MSc in 
Information Systems for Business Performance,  
MSc in Audiology and PhD programmes in  
Computer Science. 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

There are two degree streams within the Computer 
Science CK401 intake. All students follow the same 
programme in the first year but, at the beginning of 
second year, may choose either to follow the main BSc 
in Computer Science route, which focuses exclusively 
on computer science, or opt instead for the BSc 
in Computer Science (Software Entrepreneurship) 
programme. The Computer Science (Software 
Entrepreneurship) degree has more of a niche profile 
and is taught in conjunction with the Department of 
Economics. It comprises a 50/50 blend of computing 
and business-oriented modules that aims to equip 
graduates with both computing and business skills. 
Students opting for this programme need to choose 
the Economics elective in first year. 

Our Computer Science degree programmes comprise 
a blend of lectures and laboratory work. Apart from 
the lectures that introduce the key concepts, each 
module includes a suite of labs designed to provide 
experience with practical problem solving, using these 
concepts in a small group setting. Computer Science 
is a discipline where you learn by doing, and so these 
labs form an integral component of the course.  
Your work is assessed throughout the year using a 
mixture of regularly assigned course work, class  
tests and projects.

FIRST YEAR MODULES

All modules are 5 credits unless otherwise stated.

CORE: CS1106 Introduction to Relational Databases, 
CS1110 Computer Hardware Organisation, CS1111 
Systems Organisation, CS1112 & CS1113 Foundations 
of Computer Science I & II, CS1115 & CS1116 
Web Development I & II, CS1117 Introduction to 
Programming (15 credits). 

Plus 10 credits from the following: 

ELECTIVES: CS1130 & CS1131 Irish Language for 
Computer Science I & II, CH1001 Chinese Language 
(Mandarin) I (10 credits), EC1202 Economic Reasoning 
for Business & EC1203 Macroeconomic Context and 
Business, FR0105 Introduction to French, FR1005 
French for Near Beginners, FR1105 Threshold French 
& FR1107 French for Reading Purposes I, GE0003 
& GE0004, German Language (Beginner Level A1) 
Parts 1 & 2, GE0005 & GE0008 German Language 
(CEFR-Level A2.1 & A2.2), HS0028 Spanish Language 
(Beginner Level) (10 credits), IT1109 Introduction to 
Written & Spoken Italian (10 credits), IT1102 Non-
Beginners’ Written and Spoken Italian (10 credits), 
MA1001 & MA1002 Calculus for Science Parts 1 & 2, 
MA1059 Calculus, MA1060 Introduction to Analysis.
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