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Cork County Council and Cork Centre of Architectural Education, CCAE (UCC
and MTU) have worked in partnership to investigate design possibilities to
rejuvenate inclusive, sustainable, and mixed communities within Cork County
over many years.

Our focus has been in preparing student designs for Community Based, Age
Friendly Design, Flexible ‘Lifetime’ Structures with a particular focus on
Disabled Awareness Design.

Within the second semester of Year 2, the overall semester theme is ‘People and
Place’. The chosen places of study over the last 2 years have been Cobh ‘2021’,
Sherkin Island and Cape Clear Islands ‘2022,

The Cobh sites were in heart of the town with significant falls in ground level.
Sherkin Island and Cape Clear Island allowed students to consider Age-Friendly
and Community based designs within these unique Irish landscapes. Clever use of
circulation and landscaping solutions on both sites provided design opportunities
to make fully accessible schemes internally and within the community.

The project briefs were to design an Age-Friendly Housing Schemes of 10 (or
more) homes. The housing units to be thoughtfully designed and detailed. The
overall strategy for the sites were to foster social and sustainable community
interaction. Meeting places and safe supervised spaces were key elements of
the overall schemes.

The housing projects were a collaboration with the Cork County Architects and
the Cork Age Friendly Alliance who attended the key student design reviews. The
CCAE are very grateful for the input of these specialist contributors in order to
hone students awareness of community based design issues within Cork County.

The project was run as a competition with two students being awarded prizes by
Cork County Architects for 2021 and 2022.

CCAE wishes to thank representatives from Cork Age-Friendly Alliance and
UCC’s Disabled Awareness specialists who contributed to workshops and
reviews. These groups also took part in the judging of the competitions.

The awards made in 2023 are to Aoife Cowman (1st Prize, Sherkin Island '22
Housing and Darren O’Connor (2nd Prize, Cobh Housing Scheme ‘21) This
publication focuses on their work along with other ‘Highly Commended Projects’.

It is hoped that this publication records the contributions of Cork County Council

and the Students of CCAE in their ongoing commitment to rejuvenate sustainable,
inclusive, and mixed communities within Cork County.

- Declan Fallon



AOIFE
COWMAN

Sherkin Housing Scheme @inai

Fig 1.05
Aoife Cowman, 1st Prize, Sherkin and Cape Clear Island Housing Competition Sheet
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DARREN
O’CONNOR
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Housing for all, is a scheme that
examines how housing for the most
marginalised in society, is housing for all.
Maintaining level access on the sloping
site was one of the main problems that
was faced. The slope was used to an
advantage, the two story drop allowed
for entrance points up the sloping street.

Connection to Rahily st. "
was vital to the project.
the activation of this
facade was achisved
through walkways and
greener. Glimpse of
private roof gardens
entice passers-by
curigus as to what else
lies beyond.
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Fig 1.06
Darren O’Connor, 2nd Prize Winner, Cobh Housing Competition Sheet
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Fig 1.07
Darragh Bairead, Highly Commended, Sherkin and Cape Clear Island Housing Competition Sheet
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MARK
BRACKEN

Shutter system used allows occupant privacy from neighbour and also privacy from direct merning light to the east

The Bridge: I was faced wth the issue of accessibilty when moving my scheme across the road and up the hillside.
T decided to use a bridge instead of a lift as 1 believe it would be a better solutlon, and also allows for meetlng
points for mesbers of the community throughout the day.

4]

Nl

concept:
housing schame will become
initiall impression of the
island.so my concept is a
pitched roofed building on
‘stage’.

Hew the units could be placed
on site in order to create a w—
community setting while alse
keeping the style of house

pictures of the finished model

="

e an approach to the island fron boat in context
the - of the meuntain with the roafscape

Fig 1.08
Mark Bracken, Highly Commended, Sherkin and Cape Clear Island Housing Competition Sheet



EMMA
BRADFIELD

CAPE CLEAR ACCESSIBLE HOSUING SCHEME
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Fig 1.09
Emma Bradfield, Highly Commended, Sherkin and Cape Clear Island Housing Competition Sheet
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LUCY
BYRNE

CAPE CLEAR: ISLAND HOUSING
THE JOUANEY TO CAPE CLEAR CAN BE WILD DUT UPON ARRIVING INTO THE HAREOR COMES A SINSE OF SAFETY AND SHELTER
THE SCHEME FURTHERS THIS STABILITY THMROUGH THE LACEMENT OF THE REPEATING, INTERLOCHING FORMS AS ¥OU SAIL INTO THE
SHELTERED COVE,

SITE ONE , A LOCATION THAT IS WERY SIGNIFICANT FOR FISST IMPRESSIONS OF CAPE CLEAR, IS A GREAT SETTING FOR MY ISLAND

HEUISTNG , e e .

AT [ - =
THE SCHEME PLAYS WITH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SPACES, THAT BRINGS TOGETHER THE COMMUNITY IN ONE LOCATION WITH EXTERNAL o r I|r 11T f‘iFrT( 1 [
WIEWPOINTS OF THE WONDERFUL LANDSCAPE OF CAPE CLEAR AND INTERNAL SPACES WITH FRAMED VIEWS OF THE NATURE OUTSIOE IT,

THE TATLORED MADE HOUSES ARE ALL WADE T0 BE AGE AND DISARILITY ACUESSIDLE AND HAVE WO STEFS OR STAIRS IN THE STHEME. | ror rrtl 1 el
THE HOUSES ARE MADE OF THE CYGHUM PASSIVE 150 TIMBER INSULATED STRUCTURES AND ARE CLAD IH A FOLDED ZINK FACADE, THESE 1 Lab LIL L % B
SRE EFEICIENTLY ASSENBLED AND PEREECT FOS ISLAND CONSTRUCTION, - | i |
THE DRIGINAL BUTLDTNG ON THE SITE WAS ONCE A STSHERMANS COTTAGE BUT MOW 15 A COMMUNITY SASED STORAGE UNIT WITH ATNE i ] Y k |
RACKS ETC,

OVERALL THE SCHEME BLAFS ON SEQUENTIAL FORME AND THE PLACEMENT DF NEGATIVE SPACE 10 CHEATE COMMUNITY #UR IN A
BEAUTIFUL SETTING. — =

Fig 1.10
Lucy Byrne, Highly Commended, Sherkin and Cape Clear Island Housing Competition Sheet
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