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Cork County Council and Cork Centre of Architectural Education, CCAE (UCC 
and MTU) have worked in partnership to investigate design possibilities to 
rejuvenate inclusive, sustainable, and mixed communities within Cork County 
over many years.

Our focus has been in preparing student designs for Community Based, Age 
Friendly Design, Flexible ‘Lifetime’ Structures with a particular focus on 
Disabled Awareness Design. 

Within the second semester of Year 2, the overall semester theme is ‘People and 
Place’. The chosen places of study over the last 2 years have been Cobh  ‘2021’, 
Sherkin Island and Cape Clear Islands ‘2022’.

The Cobh sites were in heart of the town with signifi cant falls in ground level.
Sherkin Island and Cape Clear Island allowed students to consider Age-Friendly 
and Community based designs within these unique Irish landscapes. Clever use of 
circulation and landscaping solutions on both sites provided design opportunities 
to make fully accessible schemes internally and within the community.

The project briefs were to design an Age-Friendly Housing Schemes of 10 (or 
more) homes. The housing units to be thoughtfully designed and detailed. The 
overall strategy for the sites were to foster social and sustainable community 
interaction. Meeting places and safe supervised spaces were key elements of 
the overall schemes.
 
The housing projects were a collaboration with the Cork County Architects and 
the Cork Age Friendly Alliance who attended the key student design reviews. The 
CCAE are very grateful for the input of these specialist contributors in order to 
hone students awareness of community based design issues within Cork County.
 
The project was run as a competition with two students being awarded prizes by  
Cork County Architects for 2021 and 2022. 

CCAE wishes to thank representatives from Cork Age-Friendly Alliance and 
UCC’s Disabled Awareness specialists who contributed to workshops and 
reviews. These groups also took part in the judging of the competitions.
 
The awards made in 2023 are to Aoife Cowman (1st Prize, Sherkin Island ’22 
Housing and Darren O’Connor (2nd Prize, Cobh Housing Scheme ‘21) This 
publication focuses on their work along with other ‘Highly Commended Projects’.
 
It is hoped that this publication records the contributions of Cork County Council 
and the Students of CCAE in their ongoing commitment to rejuvenate sustainable, 
inclusive, and mixed communities within Cork County.

- Declan Fallon



Fig 1.05
Aoife Cowman, 1st Prize, Sherkin and Cape Clear Island Housing Competition Sheet



Fig 1.06
Darren O’Connor, 2nd Prize Winner, Cobh Housing Competition Sheet



Fig 1.07
Darragh Bairead, Highly Commended, Sherkin and Cape Clear Island Housing Competition Sheet



Fig 1.08
Mark Bracken, Highly Commended, Sherkin and Cape Clear Island Housing Competition Sheet



Fig 1.09
Emma Bradfi eld, Highly Commended, Sherkin and Cape Clear Island Housing Competition Sheet



Fig 1.10
Lucy Byrne, Highly Commended, Sherkin and Cape Clear Island Housing Competition Sheet
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