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CACSSS Graduate School Seminar Room, 
G27, Ground Floor, 
O’Rahilly Building, UCC
DAY ONE – Tuesday, 17 February 2026


9:15 – 9:30	OPENING REMARKS


9:30 – 11:00	PANEL 1: Folk Lives, Folklore, Fantasy
                                                                                                                     Chair: Dr Aoife Granville
	Kathleen Coker (Music)
	Examining Folklorized Narratives in Bluegrass Music

	Daniel Fraser (German & French)
          	Counter-histories: The dialectical image in Walter Benjamin and Paul Celan

	Anna Gotsch (English)
Drawing Swords: Medieval Literature and Comics

	Rosemary Kelly (English)
Medieval Sanctity and Contemporary Fantasy Archetypes in Paladin’s Grace
Elodie Martin (Philosophy)
The Japanese Tea Ceremony as a Site of Emancipation

Rebecca Hall Moran (Folklore)
“Death in my Throat”: The buried women’s voices resurrected through Kathleen Hurley’s collected folklore


11:00 – 11:15 	BREAK
 		

11:15 – 12:00	PANEL 2: War: Aftermaths and Legacies    
                                                                                                                    Chair: Dr Sally Fletcher
Ruairi Falvey (Archaeology) 
Castles, Cannons and Cromwell: Rethinking the end of castles in Ireland

Cian Lynch (History)
U-boats and Fishing Boats: The impact of the Great War campaign of commerce raiding on Irish fisheries

	Bronagh Murphy (Archaeology)
Smoking Guns: Integrating bioarchaeological and forensic approaches in the study of 20th-century war graves

	

Patrick O’Brien (History)
Aspects of the British Military Presence in Clonmel from the Cardwell Reforms to the Aftermath of WW1

 
12:00 – 13:30	PANEL 3: Integration and Inclusion
Chair: Dr Fiona Dukelow
	Jessica Cullen (Sociology)
Literature Review of Barriers and Enablers for Higher Education Institutions to Accelerate their Role as Change Agents for Sustainability

	Annette Loy (Applied Social Studies)
Chatbots as Relationally Complex Interventions: A socio-technical and participatory research design to inform AI use in marginalized youth’s psychosocial support

	Francisca Pico Paredes (Spanish)
Literature and Inclusion in the ELE Classroom: An intercultural approach to the integration of texts about poverty

Pooja Priya (Sociology) 
Making Place in the Margins: Nigerian and Congolese migrants’ intersectional navigations of place in Delhi, India

	Brian Slocum (Applied Social Studies)
The Evolution and Definition of Anti-Social Behaviour: A troubled history

	Coran Swayne (Education)
Rhetoric or Aspiration? A Cross-Jurisdictional Document Analysis of Educational Policy and Coaching Cultures in Primary Schools in Ireland, England, and Michigan

13:30 – 14:00	LUNCH   


14:00 – 15:30	PANEL 4: Gender and Identity
                                                                                                                   
	Chair: Dr Laura Linares
Aoibhinn Callaghan (Asian Studies)
An Analysis of Visual Representations of Gender in Colonial Korean Textbooks (1910–1920)

	Ellen Hutchinson (English)
Maternal Ambivalence Under Cultural, Structural and Political Pressures in Contemporary Literature
	
Fiona Leigh (Women’s Studies)
Freedom through Fracture: An inquiry into the trans* art of existence
	Cedar Monroe (Religions)
“Change Came Over Me”: Queer and trans ecological readings of Irish folklore

	Magali Segovia (Spanish and Latin American Studies)
Unravelling Irishness: Gendered identities in diasporic Irish cultural printed press in early 20th-century Argentina

	Charlotte Troy (English)
Consuming the Flesh: EcoGothic plantations and the Black female body

15:30 – 15:45 	BREAK


15:45 – 17:15	PANEL 5: Borders, Jurisdictions, Displacement
                                                                                                                Chair: Dr Claire Dorrity
	Tobias Heyduk (Government & Politics)
How Cross-Border Integration Influences Cross-Border Public Service Provision in more-or-less Asymmetric Contexts

	Diarmuid Lyons (Archaeology)
Material Origins of Waterford Courthouse: An archaeology of law, order, health and hierarchy

Destiny Nezam (Sociology) 
Negotiating the Night: Exclusion and placemaking among marginalised nightworkers

	Bedina O’Neill (Geography)
Migration, Freedom Cities and the Hispanic Experience in Central Texas

	Carrie Ryan (Sociology)
The Intersectionality of Coercive Control, Homelessness, and Displacement among Irish Women: A sociological perspective through a lived experience

	Wei Shu (Education)
Navigating Transitions: A systematic review of Chinese immigrant children’s early years experiences


17:15 – 18.15	PANEL 6: Narrating Place and Climate
                                                                    Chair: Dr Michelle McKeown
	Katie Bowen (Applied Social Studies)
Stakeholder Engagement and Climate Change Mitigation: A review of literature on sociocultural factors and social acceptance of bioenergy planning in Ireland


Emma Chalençon (Geography) 
Through Proxy and Scale: Monitoring shoreline change along the County Cork coastline

Eleanor Lynch (English)
	Approaching the Sagas of the Icelanders Through Affective Ecocriticism

	Aleksander Rosenberg (English)
The Importance of Fictional Places: World-building in creative writing

18:30 – 20:00	Conference Reception: Staff Common Room (North Wing)




DAY TWO – Wednesday, 18 February 2026

9:30 – 11:00	PANEL 7: Understanding Neurodiversity and Neurodivergence
	Chair: Ms Eleanor McSherry
Zulijana Anastasova (Applied Psychology)
Diagnostic Limitations and Overlap Between Autism and ADHD in Adults: Towards a dimensional, neuroaffirmative framework

	Maya Anton (Archaeology)
The Current State of Neurodivergent Accessibility in Museums and its Improvement through the Inclusion of Neurodivergent Voices

	Victor Guevara (Geography)
Neurodiversity in Urban Space: A critical review of empirical studies

	Katie Marah (Applied Social Studies)
Exploring Autistic Children’s Participation in Decision-Making in Irish Primary Schools

	David Moynihan (Education)
Cultivating the Creativity of Neurodivergent Thinking: A new educational approach for ASD students

11:00 – 11:15	BREAK  


11:15 – 12:00	PANEL 8: Sounds, Images, Identities
                                                                                                                 Chair: Dr Myles Balfe
	John Morrow (Music)
The Ontology of the Jazz Photograph: Towards an analytic method for evaluating the contemporary digital image

	Maria Quirke (Music)
#StimTok: Short-form music videos and the expression of ADHD and Autistic cultural identities

	Vasileios Varelas (Music)
Towards a New Model for Music Analysis of Vocables in Byzantine Kratēmata
	
Lisa Zimmermann (Education) 
Sustainability Competences in the Irish Design Sector

12:00 – 12:15	BREAK



12:15 – 13:45	PANEL 9: Care, Wellbeing, Pleasure
Chair: Dr TJ Ó Ceallaigh
	Nello Maruca (Philosophy)
Towards a Unified Account of Pleasure: Comparing Aquinas and Massin on pleasure

Olivia McCarthy (English)
Narrating Wellness: Cognitive-behavioural rationality and disciplinary power in
contemporary children’s picture books

	Denise McSweeney (Education)
How Can Primary Schools Maximise their Potential as a Protective Factor in Children’s Wellbeing?

	Daniel Murphy (Geography)
Towards a Global Typology of Active Engagement Wellness Infrastructure

	Keith Ó Brolacháin (Education)
Out of Breath: Leadership, wellbeing and sustainability in Irish primary education

	Jennifer Sweeney (Education)
Teacher Wellbeing across Three Phases of Research: A mixed-methods exploration across post-primary schools in Kilkenny

13:45 – 14:30	LUNCH


14:30 – 16:00	PANEL 10: Pedagogy: Training and Learning
                                                                                                                   Chair: Dr TJ Ó Ceallaigh
Caroline Conlon (Education)
Capturing Formative Assessment in Action: A participant observation framework for practical Home Economics

	Graham Emerson (Education)
Training and Education of Counsellors and Psychotherapists

	Eoghan Long (Education)
Learning Begins with Remembering: Investigating the impact of retrieval practice as a catalyst for conceptual understanding in the classroom

Chelsea Love (Education)
The Teaching of Geometry: The influence of a Transition Year (TY) intervention on
teachers’ and self-efficacy in teaching spatial reasoning through Geometry



Angela Santoro (Education)
Using Storybooks to Target Social-Emotional Competencies through Creative Literacy
	
Benita Wolfe (Criminology)
Learning through Design: Developing a comparative courtroom ethnography




DAY THREE – Thursday, 19 February 2026

9:30 – 11:00	PANEL 11: Narratives of Self: Body, Mind, Being
Chair: Dr Kellie Morrissey
Cethan Leahy (English)
Excerpt from Logical, a novel about the life and work of Ethel Lilian Voynich
	
Siria Manini (English)
Edward Cullen, Hardin Scott, Rhysand: The 21st-century Byronic hero as a popular existentialist figure

	Edyta O’Shanahan (Spanish)
Monstrosity and Bio/Necropolitics in Contemporary Mexican Speculative Fiction

	Matilde Piu (Italian)
Multilingual Self-Narrative in Janek Gorczyca’s Storia di mia vita
	John Twomey (Applied Psychology)
You Are What You Pretend to Be: Reconsidering the role of online identity in the context of Deepfake videos

	Megan Wilson (Applied Social Studies)
Care for the Narrator, Careful Narratives: Narrating private selves for reproductive justice in the age of repeal

11:00 – 11:15	BREAK


11:15 – 12:30	PANEL 12: Language Learning and Acquisition 
                                                                                                                   Chair: Dr Kate Hodgson
	Jordan Carolan (Applied Linguistics)
Why Motivation Is Not Enough: English language learning among Chinese and Korean students in Ireland

Julia Collins (Education) 
Bridging Sectors in Language Education: A Community of practice approach to modern foreign language implementation in Irish primary schools

Aoife Hill (Education)
Confidence Before Frameworks: Grammar teaching in Irish immersion contexts

Hilary O’Connor (Education) 
Motivations for Late Immersion in Irish-Medium Education: Pathways, perspectives and possibilities


Nataliya Ryzhova (Applied Linguistics)
Exploring and Mapping the Language Practice Landscape of Beneficiaries of Temporary Protection Residing in Ireland: A spatially aware narrative approach

	Jincai Yang (Education)
Exploring the Cognitive Dimension of Plurilingual Competence: A mobile EEG approach

12:30 – 12:45	BREAK


12:45 – 14:00	PANEL 13: Anxiety, Nihilism, Trauma, Repair
                                                                                                                   Chair: Dr Evelien Geerts
Tadhg Connery (Applied Psychology)
Examining the Relationship between Death Anxiety and Sensory Processing Sensitivity Using the Mortality Salience Paradigm: Findings and reflections

	Gabrielle Dufrene (English)
Catholic Ideology and the Deferral of Trauma in Niamh Mulvey’s The Amendments
(2024)

	Shelley Etkin (Sociology)
Medicinal Plants as Allies for Decolonial Transformative Justice and Repair in Palestine and Israel

	Margaret O’Carroll (French)
How Descendants of Survivors of Genocide Express Inherited Trauma through Literary Narrative

	Amir Shahhosseini Angas (Philosophy)
Nihilism and Posthumanities in the Modern Metropolis

	Molly Twomey (English)
Against Disappearance: Reading early drafts from a poetic inquiry into disordered eating and body shame in contemporary Ireland

14:00 	Closing Remarks
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