
 

 

CK107   

BA in Geographical and 

Archaeological Sciences 

First Year Handbook 

 

 

 



2 

 

FIRST YEAR HANDBOOK 2021-22 

CK107   Geographical and Archaeological Sciences 

 

Welcome to UCC and the first year of study for your BA (Hons) in Geographical and 

Archaeological Sciences. This exciting course seeks to bring together the complementary 

strengths of two core disciplines, to provide you with unique skills and knowledge concerning 

the history of the earth and the changing physical, economic and social environment of its 

human inhabitants over time. Natural and human histories are closely intertwined, and so 

this degree has been designed around that complex interrelationship between patterns and 

processes of environmental and cultural change. Over the next three years you will explore 

timescales that begin in our remote geological past, and extend to the earliest human story 

in prehistory up to what we call the Anthropocene, the most recent epoch of history 

characterized by much-debated issues of global warming and environmental change, where 

humans have impacted in a major way on the global ecosystem.  

These issues, related questions and possible solutions are highly complex and can only 

be fully addressed by integrating the different approaches and perspectives developed by 

geographers, archaeologists and earth scientists. This course was designed on that 

interdisciplinary cross-College basis. During this first year you will learn the fundamentals of 

these disciplines through classes taken in the School of the Human Environment in CACSSS, 

and in the Schools of Computer Science and Information Science and Biological, Earth and 

Environmental Sciences (BEES) in SEFS. You will study the archaeology of Ireland in context 

and the principles of environmental, social and applied Geography. The courses in BEES will 

introduce you to geology, ecology and the environment, and the physiology and structure of 

plants and animals. Information and knowledge flow and exchange in the 21st century is 

above all digital; you will also learn the fundamentals of computer systems and the Internet. 

We live in a world of rapid and unparalleled environmental, social and economic changes. 

This degree should provide a valuable perspective on the threats, responses and 

opportunities that human societies will face in the future.  

Dr Kieran Hickey 

Head of School of the Human Environment (Geography, Archaeology and Classics) 
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CK 107   BA (Hons) in Geography and Archaeology (NFQ Level 8)  

 

This degree offers a broad foundation in the disciplines of Archaeology and Geography, 

with relevant teaching in the areas of Computer Science, Earth Science and Environmental 

Science. It is aimed at students who have an interest in the study of human societies, past 

and present, and in contemporary issues relating to heritage management, the 

environment and sustainable living. Archaeology and Geography are closely related 

disciplines, concerned with concepts of time and space in relation to human culture and 

landscape. The Archaeology teaching provides the type of intellectual and practical 

training necessary to become a professional archaeologist. Teaching in Geography 

provides a wide range of technical and communication skills, with graduates likely to find 

work in environmental technical fields, environmental consultancy, planning, heritage and 

tourism, in addition to secondary teaching posts.  

 

What will you study? 

 

The degree has a modular structure in which a range of lecture and field modules is taken 

on a full-time basis over a three-year period. The programme provides students with a 

common foundation of knowledge, skills and experience, with an opportunity through 

option modules to tailor their degree according to specific interests and ambitions. Many 

modules include a practical component in the form of laboratory sessions and fieldwork.  

 

The first year of this degree involves an exposure to the disciplines of Archaeology and 

Geography, as well as a foundation in Computer Science, Earth Science and Environmental 

Science. The Archaeology module provides an introduction to this discipline, as well as a 

general survey of the archaeology of Ireland in its European context. First Year Geography 

offers a foundation in cultural, economic and physical areas of the discipline. Students 

take a Computer Science module focusing on Internet applications, as well as modules 

that provide a basic introduction to Earth Science and Environmental Science. 

 

 

The Second and Third Year modules provide teaching in different areas of the two core 
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disciplines, as well as the possibility to take option modules in Computer Science, Earth 

Science and Environmental Science. The Archaeology teaching offers modules on different 

aspects of theory and practice in Archaeology, including culture history modules on the 

prehistoric and historic eras in Ireland and Europe. The Geography teaching includes 

modules on social and political geography, geomorphology and geoinformatics, as well as 

such areas as climatology, biogeography, coastal environments, tourism studies and 

environmental sustainability. Both Second and Third Year includes a one-week fieldwork 

course. Third Year students also undertake a research dissertation in either Archaeology 

or Geography.  

 

Career Opportunities 

 

The aim of this degree is to provide a range of vocational skills relevant to Archaeology 

and Geography that are transferable to other areas of employment. The degree will be 

attractive to employers in different areas due to its multi-disciplinary and skills-based 

design. Students will develop a high level of critical thinking and problem-solving ability, 

an ability to analyse complex issues, and various technical competences that can be 

applied to different work situations. These include skills in computing and information 

technology, lab practice and fieldwork, basic research and report writing.  

 

As well as being an exciting and interesting subject, Archaeology is a professional career 

area, with varied and flexible employment opportunities at home and abroad. In Ireland 

archaeologists work in the State heritage sector and local authorities, or as consultants 

working in the construction and infrastructure sectors. Many geographers pursue 

rewarding careers in education, business, government agencies, and non-profit 

organizations. The private sector is increasingly interested in the technical skills of 

geographers as many businesses use spatial information and geo-informatics in their 

work. Moreover, the integrating nature of Geography has become a major asset in a world 

of constant change, in which employers seek adaptability and flexibility rather than 

narrow technical knowledge that is soon outdated. 
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First Year of the BA in Geographical and Archaeological Sciences 

Students take 60 credits as follows (no options):  

 

Archaeology (15 credits) 

AR1001 The Archaeology of Ireland in Context (15-credit module in three parts: Introduction to 

Archaeology; Archaeology of Prehistoric Ireland; Archaeology of Historic Ireland).  

 

Geography (15 credits) 

GG1013 Environmental Geography (5 credits) 

GG1014 Society and Space: Geographies of Globalisation, Difference and Inequality (5 credits) 

GG1015 Applied Geography (5 credits) 

 

Computer Science (15 credits) 

CS1201 Introduction to Computer Systems (15 credits) 

 

Biological, Earth and Environmental Science (15 credits) 

GL1001 Introduction to Geology (5 credits) 

EV1002 The Environment (5 credits) 

BL1004 Physiology and Structure of Plants and Animals. (5 credits) 

 

 

CK107 BA in Geographical and Archaeological Sciences  
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Module Coordinators (2021/22) 

 

The overall coordinator for the first year of this degree is Dr Ben Gearey (Department of 

Archaeology).  Should you have any general queries or problems please email him 

b.gearey@ucc.ie. 

 

For module-specific queries and problems please contact the following lecturers: 

 

Module coordinators   

AR1001 The Archaeology of Ireland in Context 

Professor William O’Brien, Archaeology. Email: w.obrien@ucc.ie 

 

GG1013 Environmental Geography  

GG1014 Society and Space: Geographies of Globalisation, Difference and Inequality  

GG1015 Applied Geography  

Dr. Kieran Hickey, Geography. Email: kieran.hickey@ucc.ie 

CS1201 Introduction to Computer Systems 

Mr Gavin Russell, Computer Science. Email: g.russell@cs.ucc.ie 

GL1001 Introduction to Geology 

Dr Ed Jarvis, BEES/Geology. Email: D.Jarvis@ucc.ie 

EV1002 The Environment  

Dr Jean O’Dwyer, College of SEFS. Email: jean.odwyer@ucc.ie 

BL1004 Physiology and Structure of Plants and Animals 

Prof Marcel Jansen, BEES/Zoology. Email: m.jansen@ucc.ie 

mailto:kieran.hickey@ucc.ie
mailto:m.jansen@ucc.ie
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LECTURE  TIMETABLE 

Archaeology (15 credits) 
Semester 1 and 2  
AR1001 The Archaeology of Ireland in Context (15-credit module in three parts: Introduction 
to Archaeology; The Archaeology of Prehistoric Ireland; The Archaeology of Historic Ireland).  
Three lectures a week: Mon 4-5 (Conn S2), Tues 4-5 (Conn S2) and Wed 4-5 (Conn S2) 
Plus one-hour tutorial (time to be arranged in week 3). 
 
NB: AR1001 module clash with EV1002 in Semester 2b will be dealt with via dedicated slot 
for the former, details will be provided in lectures 
 

Geography (15 credits over three 5-credit modules) 
 
GG1013 Environmental Geography: Semester 1 (BOOLE 4): Tues 10-11, Thurs 12-1;  
NB. Clash with BL1004 Period 1b: Alternative arrangements for GG1013 will be made  
 
GG1014 Society and Space: Geographies of Globalisation, Difference and Inequality:  
Semester 2, Tue 10-11 (BOOLE 3), Thurs 12-1 (BOOLE 4)  
 
GG1015 Applied Geography, Semester 1 and 2, Friday 12-1 (BOOLE 4) 
Plus one-hour tutorial: All year 
 

Computer Science (15 credits) 
Semester 1 and 2  
CS1201 Introduction to Computer Systems (15 credits) 
Monday 9-10, Western Gateway Building 1.07 (Weeks 5-16, 23-24),  
Wednesday 9-10, Brookfield Health Sciences G.01, (Weeks 5-16)* 
Friday 9-10, Western Gateway Building 1.07 (Weeks 5-16, 23-34) 
       Practicals to be arranged 
      * indicates multiple rooms have been assigned for this module throughout semester  
 

Biological, Earth & Environmental Science (15 credits; three 5-credit modules) 
 
GL1001 Introduction to Geology  
Semester 1,  
Lecture 10-12, Wednesday ONLINE 
Practicals to be arranged 
 
EV1002 The Environment  
Semester 2A  
Three lectures a week: Tues 9-10 (BHSC G01), Thurs 9-10 (Kane G 19) & Fri 1-2pm (Kane G 19) 
Plus 3-hour practical at time to be arranged. 
 
BL1004 Physiology and Structure of Plants and Animals 
Semester 1B 
Three lectures a week: Tues 10-11 (Boole 3), Thurs 10-11 (Boole 2) and Thurs 5-6 (Boole 3) 
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CK107 TIMETABLE (2021-22) 

Lectures start Monday 27th September  

NB Dates of practicals/tutorials to be arranged in lectures. 

Semester 1A, starts September 27th 

 9.00 10.00 11.00 12.00 1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 

Mon CS1201 GL1001      AR1001  

Tues  GG1013      AR1001  

Wed CS1201 GL1001 GL1001     AR1001  

Thurs    GG1013      

Fri CS1201   GG1015      

Semester 1B  

Mon CS1201 GL1001 AR1001     AR1001  

Tues AR1001 BL1004 

GG1013* 

     AR1001  

Wed CS1201 GL1001 GL1001   AR1001  AR1001  

Thurs  BL1004  GG1013     BL1004 

Fri CS1201   GG1015      

NB: GG1013* AND EV1002- clash with regular timetable SEMESTER 1B AND 2A, new slot FOR AR1001 to be announced 
Semester 2A: starts January 17th 

  9.00 10.00 11.00 12.00 1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 

Mon. CS1201  AR1001     AR1001 

Tues EV1002 

AR1001* 

GG1014      AR1001 

Wed CS1201     AR1001  AR1001 

Thurs EV1002   GG1014     

Fri CS1201   EV1002? 

GG1015 

EV1002    

Semester 2B, starts February 8th  

Mon CS1201  AR1001     AR1001 
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Tues AR1001 GG1014      AR1001 

Wed CS1201     AR1001  AR1001 

Thurs    GG1014     

Fri CS1201   GG1015     

 

 

 

FIRST YEAR ARCHAEOLOGY 

 

The First Year course provides a general introduction to the discipline of Archaeology for 

students who have no particular background in this subject. Students are introduced to the aims 

and practices of archaeology as a modern scientific discipline and career option. The course 

also provides a general introduction to the archaeology of Ireland, spanning some ten millennia 

from the earliest human settlement of the island to the early modern era. 

 

First Year BA Programme 

 

The First Year course provides a general introduction to the discipline of Archaeology for 

students who have no particular background in this subject. Students are introduced to the aims 

and practices of archaeology as a modern scientific discipline and career option. The course 

also provides a general introduction to the archaeology of Ireland, spanning some ten millennia 

from the earliest human settlement of the island to the early modern era. 

 

All First Arts Archaeology students must take the following module: 

 

AR1001 The Archaeology of Ireland in Context (15 credits) 

 

This course has three sections, which are taught consecutively over two semesters: 

(lecturers: Professor William O’Brien, Dr Ben Gearey, Mr Nick Hogan and Dr Barra Ó 

Donnabhain) 

   Part B  The Archaeology of Prehistoric Ireland (Professor W. O’Brien and Dr Katharina 

Becker) 

 C The Archaeology of Historic Ireland (Dr Griffin Murray, Dr Tomás Ó Carragáin, and Mr 

John Sheehan) 
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The AR1001 course provides students with a solid foundation in the discipline of archaeology, 

with particular reference to the cultural heritage of Ireland. Students will acquire a broad 

understanding of the theoretical concerns and methodologies employed by archaeologists, 

which is essential to future learning in this field. Students will also gain a general appreciation 

of the archaeology of Ireland, from earliest times to the early modern period. The lectures are 

supported by tutorials and a field trip that provide practical experience in the identification and 

interpretation of artifacts and monuments. 

 

All AR1001 students have three lectures each week: Monday 11–12 (Boole lecture theatre 2); 

Tuesday 9–10 (Boole 2); Wednesday 2–3 (Boole 3). Students must attend an additional tutorial 

hour each week in the O’Kelly Room of the Connolly Building, at a time to be arranged in 

second week of lectures.  

 

Key Dates for First Year students in AR1001 

 

Registration for Tutorials 

Each student must register for a tutorial group at your AR1001 lecture on Wednesday, October 

6th. Tutorials commence in the week of October 11th. 

Essay 1 

Titles available on Canvas Monday Nov. 8th Submit to Canvas Monday March 29th 

Class Test 1 

Monday Nov. 22nd (6.20pm to 7pm) Venues: TBC 

Essay 2 

Titles available Monday March 7th on Canvas - Submit to Canvas on Monday, March 28th 

Tutorial Slide Test 

Held during tutorials during week of March 14th 

Fieldtrip: Excursion to visit ancient monuments in Mid-Cork area, Saturday or Sunday, 26th 

or 27th March. 

 

CK107 (Geographical and Archaeology Science) students have three lectures each week: 

Monday 4–5 (Connolly classroom S2); Tuesday 4–5 (Connolly S2); Wednesday 4–5 

(Connolly S2), as well as an tutorial hour each week, at a time arranged in second week 

of lectures. The tutorial will be held in the O’Kelly Lab, ground floor Connolly Building. 
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Lecture and Tutorial Schedule 2020–2021 

 
All Lectures recorded and available on Canvas 

 

 

 
Lecture 

number on 

Canvas 

Lecture 

date 

Lecture Topic 

(65 lectures over 22 weeks) 

Tutorial Topic 

(20 weeks tutorials) 

  Part 1: Introduction to Archaeology  

1 27 Sept An introduction to Archaeology  

2 28 Sept The idea of the human past  

3 29 Sept Archaeology and the discovery of 

ancient civilizations 

 

4 4 Oct Discovering Archaeology: the 

physical record 

 

5 5 Oct Discovering Archaeology: survey 1  

6 6 Oct Discovering Archaeology: survey 2 Registration For Tutorials 

7 11 Oct Discovering Archaeology: 

excavation 1 

Tutorials commence: general 

introduction; field survey DVD 

8 12 Oct Discovering Archaeology: 

excavation 2 

 

9 13 Oct Discovering archaeology: 

excavation 3 

 

10 18 Oct Dating the Past 1 Fieldwork 2: excavation DVD 

11 19 Oct Dating the Past 2  

12 20 Oct Interpreting the Past  

 25 Oct Bank holiday/No class  

13 26 Oct Environmental Archaeology 1 Practical 1:  animal bones 

14 27 Oct Environmental Archaeology 2  

15 1 Nov Environmental Archaeology 3 Practical 2:  human remains 

16 2 Nov Human Bioarchaeology 1  

17 3 Nov Human Bioarchaeology 2  

18 8 Nov Human Bioarchaeology 3 Writing essays: a guide 

19 9 Nov Human Origins 1 (First Ancestors)  

20 10 Nov Human Origins 2 (Out of Africa)  

21 15 Nov Human Origins 3 (Neanderthals) Human origins video discussion 

22 16 Nov Human Origins 4 (Homo Sapiens)  

  Part 2: Prehistoric Ireland  

23 17 Nov The earliest human colonization of 

Ireland: an Irish Palaeolithic? 

 

24 22 Nov Early Mesolithic Ireland Practical: flint technology 

25 23 Nov Late Mesolithic Ireland  

26 24 Nov Neolithic origins: the first farmers 

in Ireland 

 

27 29 Nov Neolithic settlement and economy Practical: Mesolithic stone tools 

28 30 Nov Megalithic tombs: an introduction   

29 1st Dec Portal Tombs and Court Tombs  

  Semester 2  
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30 17 Jan Passage tombs Practical: Neolithic stone tools 

31 18 Jan Newgrange and the Boyne tombs  

32 19 Jan Late Neolithic Ireland  

33 24 Jan Henge monuments in Ireland Practical: early ceramic technology  

34 25 Jan Wedge Tombs and the Irish 

Chalcolithic 

 

35 26 Jan The Beaker culture in Ireland  

36 31 Jan Origins of metallurgy in Ireland Practical: Early metal technology 

37 1 Feb Bronze Age mining and metallurgy  

38 2 Feb Early gold in Ireland  

39 7 Feb Bronze Age settlement and 

economy 

Artifact practical: Bronze Age 

axeheads 

40 8 Feb Prehistoric cooking places: 

Fulachtaí Fia 

 

41 9 Feb Bronze Age ritual and belief  

42 14 Feb Bronze Age chiefdoms and warfare Artifact practical: Bronze Age 

weapons 

43 15 Feb Foreign connections: Bronze Age 

Ireland and Europe 

 

44 16 Feb Iron Age Ireland and the ‘Celts’  

45 21 Feb The archaeology of the Táin Cork Public Museum visit 

46 22 Feb The Tara landscape  

47 23 Feb The Romans and Ireland 1  

48 28 Feb The Romans and Ireland 2 

 

Early iron technology 

  Part 3: Historic Ireland  

49 1 Mar Introduction to Early Medieval 

Ireland; ogham writing 

 

50 2 Mar Early medieval secular settlement 1  

51 7 Mar Early medieval secular settlement 2 UCC ogham stones collection visit 

52 8 Mar Agriculture, craft and economy  

53 9 Mar Early church archaeology 1  

54 14 Mar Early church archaeology 2 Tutorial Slide Test 

55 15 Mar Early medieval art 1  

56 16 Mar Early medieval art 2  

57 21 Mar The Vikings 1 

 

Anatomy of an early church centre: 

Clonmacnoise 

58 22 Mar The Vikings 2  

59 23 Mar Anglo-Norman Castles 1  

 26 or 27 

March 

Field excursion Mid Cork; students 

choose Saturday or Sunday 

 

60 28 Mar Anglo- Norman Castles 2 Anatomy of a medieval friary and 

tower house 

61 29 Mar Rural Settlement – Anglo-Norman 

and Gaelic 

 

62 30 Mar Anglo-Norman Towns including 

Cork 

 

63 4 April The Later Medieval Church  Cork: the origins of a city 

64 5 April The Tower House  
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65 6 April Studying archaeology for your 

degree; Exam Briefing 

 

AR1001: Assessment Breakdown of Marks  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AR1001: Assessment Breakdown of Marks  

 

300 marks in total (180 marks- summer written examinations; 120 marks- continuous 

assessment) 

 

Continuous Assessment (120 marks) 

Essays (x2) 20 marks each 

Class Test (x1) 30 marks  

Tutorial Slide Test (x1) 25 marks 

Tutorial participation 25 marks  

  

 

 

 

 

 

CORE TEXTBOOKS FOR FIRST YEAR ARCHAEOLOGY  

Core textbooks (to be purchased in UCC Bookshop) 
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Part 1: Introduction to Archaeology 

Kevin Greene & Tom Moore 2010. Archaeology: An Introduction. Routledge (5th edn). 

 

 

 

Part 2: The Archaeology of Prehistoric Ireland 

John Waddell 2006.  The Prehistoric Archaeology of Ireland. Wordwell. 

 

 

 

Part 3: The Archaeology of Historic Ireland 

Nancy Edwards 1990. The Archaeology of Early Medieval Ireland. 

Tadhg O’Keeffe 2000. Medieval Ireland: An Archaeology. Tempus. 
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USING OUR WEB-SITE 

First Year students should become familiar with the web-site of the Department of 

Archaeology. This may be accessed at: 

www.ucc.ie/archaeology 

 

The web-site provides general information on the Department, our staff and research 

interests. It also provides details of our teaching programmes, including a resources section 

which can be found under the ‘Current Students’ section on the menu bar (navigate to ‘First 

Year’ under the ‘BA General’ sub-section). This resources page contains various information 

on your study path, including: Guides to Essay Writing, Marking Schemes and Fieldwork 

Safety; Information on submitting assessments and downloadable Submission and 

Mitigation Forms; and links to the Boole Library’s ‘Archaeology Resource Page’, online 

timetables and UCC’s Archaeology Society’s Facebook Page.  

 

This First Year Booklet can also be downloaded in PDF format. You will be required to enter 

a username and password to access this part of the website.  

Username:archaeology 

Password: monument123! 
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Submission of essays through Canvas 

 

University College Cork operates an online learning resource system known as Canvas. Many 

of your lecturers may use the system to deliver learning material. Among other items, 

AR1001’s Canvas Site will contain general information on your course, important 

announcements, downloadable reading material, and slideshows from your tutorials. Once you 

register for AR1001 at the beginning of term and have also registered with Student IT Services 

for your Student IT Account, you will automatically be activated on the UCC Canvas System. 

You can then access Canvas by going to canvas.ucc.ie and logging in using your regular 

student credentials (same as umail), you can also get to it by clicking the link on the Student 

IT webpage.  

 

Important: your two Archaeology essays must be submitted through Turnitin in the Canvas 

system (details in class).  

 

 

Penalties for Late Submission of Continuous Assessment 

Where essays are submitted up to and including 7 days late, 10% of the total marks available 

shall be deducted from the mark achieved.  Where work is submitted up to and including 14 

days late, 20% of the total marks available shall be deducted from the mark achieved. Essays 

submitted 15 days late or more shall not be accepted. 

The Department will not accept any Term 2 essays after Friday April 8th. 

 

Mitigation 

If you have a genuine reason for submitting your essay late (i.e. illness, family bereavement 

etc), you must contact your tutor and fill out a Continuous Assessment Mitigation Form.. 

These forms are available from your tutor or on Canvas. The Department will then consider 

your request to have the essay accepted for marking and any penalty marks waived. 

 

CONTACTING THE DEPARTMENT 

Please contact the following staff should you have any queries about the First Year course, 

or encounter any problems during the year: 

Coordinator: Dr Ben Gearey (CK107 coordinator). Email at b.gearey@ucc.ie  

about:blank
https://www.ucc.ie/en/sit/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/sit/
mailto:b.gearey@ucc.ie
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Talk to the lecturer at the end of class about any problems or issues. 

Head Tutor: Ms Denise Sheehan. Office location: top floor of the Archaeology Department, 

Connolly Building. Office Hours: Tues, Weds and Thurs 9:30am to 11am. She can also be 

emailed for an appointment at other times at: denise.sheehan@ucc.ie  

Class Tutor: You may raise course queries with your own tutor in the weekly tutorial.  

  

mailto:denise.sheehan@ucc.ie


20 

 

GEOGRAPHY IN UCC 

Welcome to the Department of Geography at U.C.C. where nearly a thousand students are 

registered in our various programmes. Our central concern is to create, preserve, 

communicate and interrogate a wide range of geographical knowledge. Through teaching 

and research we aim to challenge both ourselves and our diverse student body to create 

better ways of thinking about, analysing, understanding and representing the closely 

interconnected geographies of environment, socio-economic, cultural and political 

transformations across the earth.   

Using a unique interdisciplinary combination of the humanities, social and natural 

sciences, geographers’ examine the cultures, societies, physical landscapes and 

environments of the earth.  They study a variety of contemporary thematic issues including 

climate change, biodiversity loss, sustainability, migration, heritage and tourism. Geography 

places particular emphasis on a spatial perspective, which allows for an exploration of 

patterns and processes operating at different scales in specific places.  As a student of 

geography, you will learn to view the world using this geographical lens. The ancient art of 

cartography has developed in the digital age to encompass satellite remote sensing and 

geographical information systems, which you will be introduced to in the second and third 

years of your Geography-Archaeology Degree programme.  Field work is also central to a 

geographical education and students will undertake field-work throughout their degree.   

You will learn many transferrable practical, laboratory and field skills from 

geoinformatics to interviewing techniques. Geography-Archaeology students are taught to 

think critically and creatively. 

 

Dr. Kieran Hickey 

Head of Geography Department 
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First Year Geography for CK107 students 

 

GG1013  Environmental Geography (Semester 1) 

An introduction to geographical approaches to environmental issues and processes that 

addresses climatological, ecological, geomorphological and human factors shaping the 

environment.  

Tues 10:00 Boole 4                

Thur 12:00 Boole 4 

Module coordinator  Dr. Karen Taylor  Karen.taylor@ucc.ie   

 

 

GG1014   Society and Space: Geographies of Globalisation, Difference and Inequality 

(Semester 2) 

An introduction to debates and issues in contemporary human geography. The module 

themes explore the intersections between society and space and between people and 

places at a variety of spatial scales in a range of global sites.  

Tues 10:00 Boole 3                                      

Thur 12:00 Boole 4 

Module coordinator - Dr. Therese Kenna  t.kenna@ucc.ie   

 

GG1015 Applied Geography (semesters 1 and 2) 

An introduction to geographical skills; to the analysis of geographical data, and to critical 

thought in relation to key concepts and thematic areas in the discipline of geography. The 

module will develop competence in data interpretation and analysis, this will include the 

use of text and graphic presentations.  

 

S1a S1b  Small-group workshops (TBA), Geography Library, Geography Building 

S2a          Lectures - Fri 12:00  Boole 4. 

 

Module coordinator Dr. Liam Coakley l.coakley@ucc.ie  

mailto:Karen.taylor@ucc.ie
mailto:t.kenna@ucc.ie
mailto:l.coakley@ucc.ie


22 

 

  

 

Further information on module GG1015 - Applied Geography  

This module is designed to develop your geographical skills.  You will learn geographical 

writing, data analysis and map making.  The module consists of two taught components: 

workshops on geographical writing and data-handing, and lectures and a practical 

assignment on the creation of a Geographic Information System. 

 

Workshops - Semester 1: 

These small-group classes provide opportunities for students to discuss geographical issues 

and develop new skills, including library research and communication skills. Your tutor will 

guide the discussion, provide guidelines for academic essay preparation and be available for 

your questions. You will be asked to prepare material in advance of each session, and then 

participate in a discussion or work through exercises. Attendance and participation in all 

your workshops is obligatory and will account for 5% of your final module mark.  

 

Workshop times will be allocated, using Canvas, during the second week of term (week 

beginning 4th October).  Workshops will take place weekly, throughout the term - starting 

11th October, 2021. 

 

Note - An online workshop option is available for those students unable to attend in person, 

as a result of the current COVID-19 situation.  Students wishing to avail of this option will 

need to register directly with Dr Liam Coakley. 

  

Lectures and practical assignment - Semester 2:  

Lectures introducing the GG1015 Geographic Information Systems (GIS) practical 

assignment will take place @ 12.00 on the following dates -  

 

Week 1 - Friday, 29th January @ 12.00 

Week 2 - Friday, 4th February @ 12.00 

Week 4 - Friday, 18th February @ 12.00 
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These lectures will take place in Boole 4 Lecture Theatre. 

 

Assignments and submission deadlines: 

1: 800 word illustrated essay (25 marks) due 4pm, 29th October, 2021 

2: 1200 word illustrated essay (35 marks) due 4pm,  19th November, 2021 

3: GIS Research report (35 marks) due 4pm, 31st March, 2022 

4. Workshop participation (5 marks). 

 

 

Communication 

 

The Department communicates with you through your UCC email and through Canvas.  It is 

your responsibility to keep an eye on both for important information. 

All communications to staff must be signed.  Staff will not respond to anonymous emails. 

 

Degree and module grade classes 

70%+             1st class 

60-69%         2nd class grade 1 (2h1) 

50-59%         2nd class grade 2 (2h2) 

45-49%         3rd class 

40-44%         Pass 

30-39%         Compensating fail 

Under 30%   Fail 

 

 

Assignment submission 

Assignments worth 25% or more are submitted through Turnitin on Canvas and in hard copy 

to boxes on ground and 1st floors. Each hard copy must have a cover sheet attached which 

must be dated using the machine provided. 

 

Late submission penalty 
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Where work is submitted up to and including 7 days late, 5% of the total marks available shall 

be deducted from the mark achieved. Where work is submitted up to and including 14 days 

late, 10% of the total marks available shall be deducted from the mark achieved. Work 

submitted 15 days late or more shall be assigned a mark of zero. 

 

Attendance 

Students are required to attend lectures, tutorials, workshops, practicals and field trips of all 

modules for which they are registered. 

Lectures normally begin at 5 minutes past the hour and students should have taken their 

places by then.  If late arrival is unavoidable, enter quietly and take the first available seat.  

Lectures end at 5 minutes to the hour. 

Mobile phones must be switched off during classes. 

 

Individual modules 

Content, prerequisites, requirements, assessment, repeat procedures etc. for individual 

modules are contained in the UCC Book of Modules. 

www.ucc.ie/modules/ 

 

Programme requirements 

Required modules, optional modules, credit requirements etc. for CK101 and other 

programmes can be found in the UCC Undergraduate Calendar 

https://www.ucc.ie/calendar 

 

Passing/failing/compensating 

Regulations governing pass/fail, repeat, compensation etc. for a given year of the BA 

programme can be found in UCC Marks and Standards 

www.ucc.ie/marksandstandards/ 

 

Administrative offices 

First year CK107 students should call to the 1st Floor Office if they have any course queries. 

Offices are open to students during the following hours: 

http://www.ucc.ie/modules/
https://www.ucc.ie/calendar
http://www.ucc.ie/marksandstandards/
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Monday to Friday 10:00 – 11:00am; 11:30-12:45pm; 14:45-16:00pm. 

 

Academic Honesty 

Work that you submit for assessment must be written entirely by you and all of the sources 

that you quote or use to research your assignment must be referenced appropriately. 

 

Referencing 

Your particular attention is drawn to the need for meticulous referencing in all submitted 

essays, dissertation etc.  Details of how to reference sources can be found in the Guidelines 

for Essay Writing on the Geography Department Website. 

 

In addition, direct quotations must always be reproduced in quotation marks.  Please 

remember that the marks you gain for a piece of work are for your contribution.  A piece of 

work consisting of large chunks of material quoted from another source leaves very little 

room for your ideas. 

 

Note that copying of maps, diagrams or other graphic elements, without due attribution of 

source, will also constitute evidence of plagiarism and thus be subject to sanctions. 

 

Plagiarism 

A section of work is considered to be plagiarised if it does not adhere to the standards above.  

  

If you dispute the allegation of plagiarism you can appeal to the Geography Department 

Plagiarism Committee. Please see details of the appeals process on the Geography 

Department website. 

 

 

Penalties for plagiarism 

On identifying a possible piece of plagiarism or collusion the lecturer/supervisor will grade 

the assignment as follows: 

  

https://www.ucc.ie/en/media/academic/geography/documents/undergraduate/GuidetoEassaywriting.pdf
https://www.ucc.ie/en/media/academic/geography/documents/undergraduate/GuidetoEassaywriting.pdf
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(a)  minor plagiarism (e.g. paragraphs or a cluster of sentences extracted verbatim from a 

book/paper/website and not referenced, or up to maximum 10% of overall length of the 

essay / work submitted) 20 % will be deducted from the final mark. 

 (b) major plagiarism (more than two paragraphs copied verbatim or with only minor changes 

of language) a mark of zero shall be assigned for the work submitted.  

(c) If a student has been found to have copied work from a peer that constitutes a significant 

portion of the assignment either with or without permission, a mark of zero shall be assigned 

for the work submitted. 

(d) If there are very serious issues the University Discipline Committee shall be informed. 

 Except in extreme circumstances, incidences of plagiarised assignments will be dealt with 

directly by the appropriate lecturer/tutor according to the actions described above.  
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Computer Science for CK107 students 

CS1201 Introduction to Computer Systems 

 

Credit Weighting: 15 

 

Semester(s): Semesters 1 and 2. 

 

Teaching Method(s): 72 x 1hr(s) Lectures; 12 x 1hr(s) Practicals. 

 

Module Co-ordinator and Lecturer: Mr Gavin Russell, Department of Computer Science. 

 

Module Objective: This module aims to give students an understanding of the fundamentals 

of computer hardware and of the principles of operation of computers, networks, 

communications and peripheral devices. 

 

Module Content: This module provides an introduction to the key concepts of computing 

hardware and software. It provides an appreciation of the history of computer systems and 

the internet. Students progress to learn how both systems and networks operate. Issues 

related to user and systems safety as well as human-computer interaction (HCI) are explored. 

 

Learning Outcomes: On successful completion of this module, students should be able to: 

● Explain the fundamental principles of computer systems and the Internet;  

● Explain the principles of computer networking;  

● Explain the principles of computing hardware and software  

● Explain the basic principles of user human-computer interaction. 

Assessment: Total Marks 300: Formal Written Examination 240 marks; Continuous 

Assessment 60 marks (Laboratory Assignments/Essays). 

 

Compulsory Elements: Formal Written Examination; Continuous Assessment. Student 

attendance at lectures and labs is compulsory and is recorded. 

Penalties (for late submission of Course/Project Work etc.): Work which is submitted late 

shall be assigned a mark of zero (or a Fail Judgement in the case of Pass/Fail modules). 

Pass Standard and any Special Requirements for Passing Module: 40%. 

Formal Written Examination: 1 x 3 hr(s) paper(s) to be taken in Summer 2021. 

Requirements for Supplemental Examination: 1 x 3 hr(s) paper(s) to be taken in Autumn 

2021. The mark for Continuous Assessment is carried forward. 
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School of Biological, Earth and Environmental Sciences (CK107) 

 
GL1001 Introduction to Geology 

 

Credit Weighting: 5 

 

Semester(s): Semester 1. 

 

Teaching Method(s): 18 x 1hr(s) Lectures; 4 x 2hr(s) Practicals. NB. This course will be 

taught online.  

 

Module Co-ordinator: Dr David (Ed) Jarvis, Department of Geology. 

 

Lecturer(s): Dr David (Ed) Jarvis and Dr John Reavy, Department of Geology. 

 

Module Objective: To teach the fundamental principles of geology. 

 

Module Content: Theme 1: Dynamic Earth : Internal structure of the Earth; Earthquakes; 

Plate Tectonics.  

Theme 2 : The Rock Cycle: Crystallography, Mineralogy, Igneous, Sedimentary and 

Metamorphic Petrology. 

Theme 3: Earth History: Geological Time; Palaeontology. 

 

Learning Outcomes: On successful completion of this module, students should be able to: 

● Explain how the study of earthquake waves has helped our understanding of the 

Earth's interior  

● Describe the characteristics of the three main types of plate boundary, and relate 

these to the Earth processes  

● Apply the mineral and rock classification schemes, to hand specimens in the 

laboratory  

● Relate processes and their products to past and present day environments  

● Explain why there is bias in the fossil record  

● Summarise the main applications of palaeontological data. 

 

Assessment: Total Marks 100: Formal Written Examination 50 marks; Continuous 

Assessment 50 marks (1 x 1.5 hr Practical Examination (10 marks); Practical Report (40 

marks)). 

 

Compulsory Elements: Formal Written Examination; Continuous Assessment. 
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Penalties (for late submission of Course/Project Work etc.): Where work is submitted up 

to and including 7 days late, 10% of the total marks available shall be deducted from the 

mark achieved. Where work is submitted up to and including 14 days late, 20% of the total 

marks available shall be deducted from the mark achieved. Work submitted 15 days late or 

more shall be assigned a mark of zero. 

 

Pass Standard and any Special Requirements for Passing Module: 40%. 

 

Formal Written Examination: 1 x 1.5 hr(s) paper(s) to be taken in Winter 2019. 

 

Requirements for Supplemental Examination: 1 x 1.5 hr(s) paper(s) to be taken in Autumn 

2021. The mark for Continuous Assessment is carried forward. 

 

 
 

Further information > GL1001    INTRODUCTION TO GEOLOGY 

Timetable 

Lectures:    Location: 

 Wednesday 10-12  Butler Building, room 220 

 

Practicals:    Location: 

 Tuesday 2-4pm Group A1 Ted Nevill Lab (Enterprise Centre – C CEC 1.04+1.05)  

Tuesday 4-6pm Group A2  Ted Nevill Lab (Enterprise Centre – C CEC 1.04+1.05) 

Friday 2-4pm Group B Ted Nevill Lab (Enterprise Centre – C CEC 1.04+1.05) 

 

Field Class: details to be announced in class. 

 

The Course 

This module (GL1001) will give you a broad-based introduction to the subject of Geology. No prior 

knowledge of Geology is required. This module will help you to develop the skills needed to go on 

to study Geology, or a range of other science subjects, at degree level. 

 

The module is taught through a series of lectures, laboratory classes, and field classes. Particular 

importance is placed on practical and field work, which will help to reinforce your understanding of 

concepts introduced in the lectures.  

 

Attendance on the field trip is compulsory. A field work-book is handed in at the end of the field 

trip and will form part of the continuous assessment. 
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Assessment 

Assessment for the course has two components: 

Continuous Assessment of laboratory and field work and practical exam   50% 

End of year Written Exam       50% 

 

Textbooks  

Any of these books will be useful to you throughout the module. Students must purchase one of 

these textbooks (available in the campus bookshop). 

● Marshak Earth, Portrait of a Planet 

● Plummer, C.C. and McGeary, D. Physical Geology. Wm. C. Brown Publishers. 

● Duff, D. Holmes’ Principles of Physical Geology, Chapman Hall 

● Press, F., and Seiver, R. Geology. Freeman. 

● Chernicoff, Fox and Tanner Earth 

 

The following equipment is required to study Module GL1001: 

One handlens   (€5.00); Laboratory workbooks and field work-book (€10.00); One hard-hat  (€5.00) 

 

The cost of the one-day field class for GL1001 is €10.00 (to include transport from Gaol Cross to 

field area and return). You should also collect and read the course safety document. The 

declaration enclosed in the safety document must be signed and returned to the Geology secretary. 
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EV1002   The Environment 

 

Credit Weighting: 5 

 

Semester(s): Semester 2. 

 

Teaching Method(s): 20 x 1hr(s) Lectures; 4 x 1hr(s) Tutorials (Other). 

 

Module Co-ordinator: Dr Timothy Sullivan, School of BEES (ZEPS). 

 

Lecturer(s): Dr Timothy Sullivan, School of BEES; Staff, Department of Geography; Staff, 

School of BEES; Staff, Department of Chemistry; Staff, Department of Physics. 

 

Module Objective: To introduce the study of how humans interact with the environment. 

 

Module Content: The module will introduce the environment of Planet Earth as a life 

sustaining entity within our solar system. Content will cover aspects of resource 

exploitation and management by humans in terrestrial and aquatic environments, 

sustainable development, food production, water resources management, human health, 

environmental issues that include waste and pollution management, and potential 

strategies for solving environmental problems, energy production, mineral extraction, 

climate change, urbanisation and environmental assessment. 

 

Learning Outcomes: On successful completion of this module, students should be able to: 

● Identify links between human exploitation of natural resources and the 

consequences of that exploitation  

● Link human activities with specific environmental consequences  

● Identify aspects of the natural environment that have consequences for human 

populations  

● Suggest appropriate remediation or management approaches to address defined 

environmental issues  

● Interpret simple environmental measurements  

● Demonstrate an appreciation of the complexities of some important environmental 

debates. 

Assessment: Total Marks 100: Formal Written Examination 80 marks (MCQ); Continuous 

Assessment 20 marks (In-term MCQ). 

 

Compulsory Elements: Formal Written Examination; Continuous Assessment. 
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Penalties (for late submission of Course/Project Work etc.): Where work is submitted up 

to and including 7 days late, 10% of the total marks available shall be deducted from the 

mark achieved. Where work is submitted up to and including 14 days late, 20% of the total 

marks available shall be deducted from the mark achieved. Work submitted 15 days late or 

more shall be assigned a mark of zero. 

 

Pass Standard and any Special Requirements for Passing Module: 40%. 

 

Formal Written Examination: 1 x 1.5 hr(s) mcq to be taken in Summer 2021. 

 

Requirements for Supplemental Examination: 1 x 1.5 hr(s) mcq to be taken in Autumn 

2021. The mark for Continuous Assessment is carried forward. 
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BL1004  Physiology and Structure of Plants and Animals 

 

Credit Weighting: 5 

 

Semester(s): Semester 1. 

 

Teaching Method(s): 18 x 1hr(s) Lectures; 2 x 3hr(s) Practicals. 

 

Module Co-ordinator: Prof Marcel A.K. Jansen, Department of Zoology, Ecology and Plant 

Science. 

 

Lecturer(s): Prof Marcel A.K. Jansen, Department of Zoology, Ecology and Plant Science; 

Staff, School of BEES. 

 

Module Objective: To provide an outline of the structure and physiology of plants and 

animals in the light of adaptations to different environments. 

 

Module Content: Plant tissue and organs; role of hormones in development; carbon and 

nitrogen metabolism; adaptations to abiotic and biotic stresses (practical applications). 

Comparative animal physiology; excretion, circulation, respiration, digestion, nervous 

systems, reproduction and immunity. Students will be required to undertake a small 

number of dissections in this module. 

 

Learning Outcomes: On successful completion of this module, students should be able to: 

● Describe the structure of plants and animals  

● Describe the physiological processes in different groups of animals and plants  

● Demonstrate dissection skills  

● Carry out plant physiological experiments  

● Interpret data from physiological experiments  

● Integrate the concepts of structure and function in living organisms. 

Assessment: Total Marks 100: Formal Written Examination 70 marks (MCQ); Continuous 

Assessment 30 marks (2 x practicals 15 marks each). 

 

Compulsory Elements: Formal Written Examination; Continuous Assessment. 

 

Penalties (for late submission of Course/Project Work etc.): Work which is submitted late 

shall be assigned a mark of zero (or a Fail Judgement in the case of Pass/Fail modules). 
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Pass Standard and any Special Requirements for Passing Module: 40% Students must 

attend, undertake and submit completed written work for both of the practical sessions. 

Students not meeting this requirement will be disbarred from the Formal Written 

Examination in the module and from the Autumn Supplemental examination in the module. 

A student will be notified when he/she has failed to fulfil the above criteria for one practical 

session. 

 

Formal Written Examination: 1 x 1.5 hr(s) mcq to be taken in Winter 2020. 

 

Requirements for Supplemental Examination: 1 x 1.5 hr(s) mcq to be taken in Autumn 

2021. The mark for Continuous Assessment is carried forward, No supplemental 

examination unless condition(s) are met. 
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CANVAS and TURNITIN 
 
UCC Canvas is where you may find your course materials, lecture notes, assignments, 
communication, etc for each of your registered modules. 
 
A Canvas account will automatically be created for you within 24 hours of completing all 
parts of the student registration process.  Canvas is new to UCC this year and replaces 
Canvas. 
 
How do I logon to my Canvas account? 

1. Go to http://sit.ucc.ie 

2. Click the Canvas icon 

3. Logon using  your full student Umail address and Student IT password 

Alternatively, you can access Canvas directly at http://canvas.ucc.ie.  If you are unable to 
logon to Canvas, please visit Student Computing to manage your student account 
credentials at sit@ucc.ie. 
 
The Canvas Student App is available free for Android and iOS devices.  When you open the 
app you will be asked to search for your school – enter “University College Cork” and hit the 
arrow to continue.  Enter your Umail address and Student IT password, and then authorize 
the Canvas app to access your account. 
 
You can also link Canvas with your UCC Umail and Office 365 accounts. 
 
How do I use Canvas? 
A Canvas Orientation course for students is accessible via your Courses list on Canvas to 
help you get started.  We recommend you pay a visit! 
 
If you need help when using Canvas, click ‘Help’ on the left-hand menu once you have 
successfully logged in.  You can assess our 24/7 online chat, email and phone support, as 
well as the Canvas guides. 
 
How do I see the modules I am enrolled in? 
Once you log in, you will see your ‘Dashboard’, which displays information about your 
current modules, announcements and an activity stream that shows recent activity in all 
your modules. 
 
Not all of your modules may appear on your Dashboard.  In order to see all of your 
registered modules, click the Course link on the left-hand menu, and then click ‘All courses’. 

● If your module is listed as published, then you can click the link and view the 

content.  You can also ‘star’ the modules you want to appear on your dashboard. 

● If your module is listed as not published, then your lecturer has not yet released the 

module to students.  Please discuss with your lecturer if necessary. 

http://sit.ucc.ie/
http://canvas.ucc.ie/
mailto:sit@ucc.ie
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If one or more of your modules is not listed in the All Courses list, you should validate your 
registration via MyStudentAdmin.  Please note it can take up to 24 hours for registration 
changes to be reflected in Canvas. 
 

TURNITIN  

 
What is Turnitin?  
 

Turnitin is an online tool, which is integrated with Canvas, that allows students to:  

● submit assignments electronically 

● check them for plagiarism.   

How does it function? 

 

Both students and staff are given a password that allows them to access CANVAS 

(https://www.ucc.ie/en/canvas/).  When you have done so, and selected the appropriate 

course, on the left frame you will see an ‘assignments’ link: click on this.  Once you have 

chosen the appropriate assignment, you can upload your essay – exactly as with any other 

email attachment – and it is sent to the assigning lecturer’s prescribed Turnitin assignment 

page. 

 

● A digital copy of all continuous assessment for Archaeology modules should be 

submitted via Turnitin (unless otherwise advised by your module coordinator) 

● Always save a copy of submission instructions for yourself 

● Turnitin will only accept files that are .doc, .docx or .pdf 

  

https://www.ucc.ie/en/canvas/
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SAFETY GUIDELINES FOR FIELDTRIPS 

● Take care when boarding and exiting the bus 

● Obey the instructions of the fieldtrip leader(s) 

● Wear suitable clothing and footwear 

● Walk, don't run on uneven ground and slopes 

● Do not climb over walls or on buildings 

● No unruly conduct 

● Do not endanger yourself or others in the bus, in the field or during lunch 

● Respect other people's property - buildings, land, animals and fences 

● Always close gates 

● Walk around the edge of fields with crops 

● Take great care when close to cliffs, steep ground or quarry faces 

● Bring your litter home 

● Beware of bulls, dogs and other animals 

● Do not interfere with machinery or power lines 

● Keep to arranged times and meeting places for lunch-breaks etc 

● Do not get separated from main group (or you may be left behind) 

● Inform the leader before the tour if you have any particular health problems 

● Should you suffer any injury, including cuts or grazes, while on the fieldtrip,     

you must inform the leader immediately. 

Please remember that you are representing the University on these field 

excursions and a high standard of conduct is required. 


