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STU DY F OR YO UR MS W AT UCC

fi

fi

The Master of Social Work (MSW) and the Postgraduate Diploma in Social Work Studies (PGDSWS) are two-year
full-time programmes, accredited by CORU, that combine academic study with eldwork placements. Successful
completion of the programme leads to an academic quali cation and will make you eligible to register as a
social worker with regulatory bodies in Ireland and Internationally. Social workers practice in exciting contexts
that make a difference to people's lives, such as probation, hospitals, child protection and welfare Tusla and
community services), family support, community and voluntary groups, hospices, fostering, adoption, older adult
safeguarding, and many more! Closing date: 7th February 2022. All enquiries to MSW@ucc.ie FAQs and
apply: Click here.
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY IASW ANTI-RACISM
STRATEGY ONE YEAR ON
Friday, 25th February 3.00 – 5.00pm
Free event
Shane O'Curry, Director Irish Network Against Racism (INAR) will give the keynote address at this event.
The event will highlight the work of the Anti-Racism Advisory Group (ARAG) and the key objectives for 2022.
We will also hear from the members of the workstream sub-groups about their experiences and how this has
informed their professional development. As always, we welcome new members who may be interested in
progressing the work of the ARAG.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY WORLD SOCIAL WORK DAY
Tuesday, 15th March from 12.00 – 2.00pm
Free event
Co-building a New Eco-Social World: Leaving No One Behind
Visit the event page on www.iasw.ie for updates on IASW plans to celebrate World Social Work Day 2022.
The theme: ´Co-building a New Eco-Social World: Leaving No One Behind´ coincides with the theme of the
peoples summit that will take place on the 29th June to the 2nd July.
The theme presents a vision and action plan to create new global values, policies and practices that develop
trust, security and con dence for all people and the sustainability of the planet. World Social Work Day
2022 will be a highlight opportunity for the social work profession to engage all social work networks and
the community they work within to make contributions to the values and principles which enable all people
to have their dignity respected through shared futures. To learn more about the people's global summit and
making contributions click here.

fi

World Social Work Day is celebrated across the world. The 2022 theme has been promoted by social work
and now involves extensive global partnerships representing 100s of millions of people. IFSW President,
Silvana Martinez said. ´The Co-building a New Eco-Social World peoples´ summit has brought large and
diverse groups together with a common vision and shared starting principles. Collectively we are the largest
civil-society organisation comprising the world’s trade unions, health sectors, Faith Invest network, global
student bodies, international social work, United Nation’s agencies, social movements, academic networks
and many others. The 2022 World Social Work Day will act as a platform for this initiative, to engage all
communities so they can have their say in what kind of collective world they want to live in. I urge all social
workers to become involved in this global mass movement for change´. Click here to visit the IASW website.
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E PIC #CAR EDAY2 2
The EPIC Youth Council and community invite you to join them on Friday 18 February
for #CareDay22 - their annual global celebration (which also happens to be the
world’s largest celebration) of children and young people with care experience.
For #CareDay22, the celebration is getting even bigger as this year’s theme is:
“It takes a village to raise a child.”
It was decided by children and young people as they want to celebrate all the people who are and have been a
positive in uence in their lives and to highlight how important these relationships are in shaping their care
journeys.
We all know people who’ve had an important impact on our outlook and sense of self-worth. They can be
relatives, youth workers, teachers, coaches, neighbours, or advocates - all of whom hail from our community or
“village”. We might not even realise the positive impact we have on others. Simple acts of listening, encouraging,
or understanding can have profound, direct, and lifelong effects.
This year we are asking you to realise your potential to be that person in a child or young person’s village
- To be(come) a #CareAware Ally
For #CareDay22, children and young people with care experience are asking you to stand with them. There are a
few different ways you can do this to show your support on the day:
1.

Share a photo of yourself (or just your hands if you are camera shy) on social media with #CareDay22 and/
or #CareAware written on the palm of your hands.

2.

Share a video sel e to wish children in care, those with care experience, and EPIC a very happy care day,
or any other messages of solidarity and celebration you may have.

3.

Change your social media pro le picture to our #CareAware graphic for the week to show you’re standing
with children and young people all over the world who have care experience.

When you are posting your messages of solidarity on your social channels – please use the hashtags #CareDay22
and #CareAware – so we can keep track of all the day’s activities and actions on our #CareDay22 Social Wall.
Alternatively, you can send them to us at participation@epiconline.ie, and we will share them on our channels on
the day.
So please pop this info and the date in your diary today: Care Day 2022, Friday 18 February. We are really looking
forward to you joining the celebration, as remember, “It takes a village”.
Note: If you work with or know children or young people in care or with care experience, you can check out our
other plans for #CarerDay22 here: News & Events | EPIC (epiconline.ie). We have lots of activities and
competitions for all ages!

fi

fi

fl

Want to know more about Care Day 2022 – click here. Download our #CareDay22 Information Pack - click here
(check your downloads folder after you click)
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The 25th Lesbian Lives Conference will take place in University College Cork, Ireland from 4th-5th March
2022. The LGBT+ Staff Network of University College Cork, in conjunction with the
community organisation LINC and scholars from University College Dublin, Cambridge University, and
University of Brighton Centre for Transforming Sexuality and Gender Research, are delighted to host the
conference.
The theme for the 2022 Lesbian Lives Conference is Solidarity.
The con rmed keynote presenters at the Lesbian Lives 2022 Conference are:
•

Professor Susan Stryker, Gender and Women’s Studies, and Institute of LGBT Studies, University of
Arizona, USA

•

Val McDermid, author

•

Poets: Felicia Olusanya/Felispeaks, Julie Field/Julie Goo, Sarah Clancy, and journalist Zaniab Boladale

Other speakers include a diverse mix of academics, scholars, students, activists, documentary and lmmakers,
writers and artists.
To contact the conference organisers, please email: ll2022@ucc.ie

fi

fi

Conference website: click here
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN PRACTICE TEACHING IN SOCIAL WORK
AND WANT TO HEAR FROM OTHERS ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCE?
If so, then this is the webinar for you!

“All you wanted to know about practice teaching but were afraid to ask”
23rd March 2022, 9.30 -11.30am

The National Practice Teaching in Social Work Initiative in partnership with IASW is running ONLINE CPD events for
Practice teachers

Registration: OPEN TO ALL. FREE for non-members and members through the IASW website - click here.
Supported by: Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY).
Enquiries: Click here to email Lyn Dorney, Project Coordinator.
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11TH EUROPEAN CONFERENCE FOR SOCIAL WORK RESEARCH
6th - 8th April 2022, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Enhancing and sustaining social inclusion through social work research. Download yer and Covid-19 update on
conference format: click here.

fl

Click here to visit the IASW website
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CONFERENCE CALL FOR PAPERS

NAVIGATING THE FUTURE: A COMPASS FOR
YOUTH POLICY AND PRACTICE
UNESCO Child and Family Research Centre
10th Biennial International Conference 9-10th June 2022

Follow the conversation at #compassforyouth
Call for Abstracts: Submission Deadline: March 7th 2022
This conference welcomes proposals from delegates for presentations in parallel sessions, posters and
workshops. Abstracts are invited from the practice, policy, research and academic communities in relation to
the conference themes, which are as follows:
•

Mental health and wellbeing

•

Relationships and belonging

•

Youth participation, civic engagement and activism

•

Technology

•

Diversity and inclusion

•

Youth and / or family work

Although we are calling for contributions on these themes, other relevant topics are welcome. All submissions
must re ect the overarching theme of the conference and focus on the experiences of youth and implications
for policy and practice. Abstracts must be submitted by March 7th 2022 and will only be accepted if
completed using the template provided. Further details on presentation types and timelines can be found on
this template. We are seeking a variety of presentation formats, to include paper presentations, posters and
interactive workshops.
Abstracts will undergo a peer-reviewed process with successful applicants noti ed by April 1st, 2022. Please
note that all presenters are required to register for their attendance at the conference.
Submit your abstract - click here. For regular updates and registration visit our website - click here.
Deadline abstract submission:

March 7th, 2022 at 5pm

Noti cation of Abstract Acceptance: April 1st, 2022

fi

fl

fi

End of registration at a reduced fee: April 11th, 2022
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@UCCsocialwork

h ps://www.ucc.ie/en/appsoc/

SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE TEACHING
Social workers – would you like an opportunity to gain supervision experience?
Practice teaching is a dynamic CPD learning experience where social work students bring skills and energy, and are
ready to make a positive contribution to social work practice with your guidance.
Social workers who engage in practice teaching have continually informed us of the bene ts in terms of their own
continuing professional development.
UCC would like to hear from social workers who are interested in supervising a student on placement from
September - December 2022 and/or January - April 2023.
UCC pays a placement fee and CPD is provided to support your Practice Teaching.
For further information please contact sw eldwork@ucc.ie and you can register your interest here

fi

fi

tt

CPD
@UCCsocialwork
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EQUALITY, DIVERSITY, INCLUSION AWARENESS FOR
HEALTH, SOCIAL CARE AND EDUCATION PROFESSIONALS
(LEVEL 9, 5 CREDITS, SPECIAL PURPOSE AWARD)
What is the course about?
This module explores issues relating to equality, diversity, and inclusion. Informed by rst person accounts
from people who experience inequality and exclusion, it encourages participants to explore the reality of
discrimination, inequality, and barriers to inclusion for various cohorts of people. Inequalities related to race,
gender, sexuality, and disability will be considered. Participants will be invited to critically re ect on how these
issues shape the experiences of the people that they work with and to consider how their own practice can be
developed to support enhanced agency and advocacy around these issues.
How is it delivered and assessed?
A hybrid delivery model will be used including face to face lectures and workshops and online synchronous
and non-synchronous engagement. Face to face engagement will be at University College Cork and/or at the
IMI Campus in Dublin. Assessment will involve a class presentation and 2,00word re ective portfolio of
learning incidents.
Why choose this course?
The Irish Human Rights and Equality Act 2014 and the related Public Sector Equality and Human Rights Duty
obliges all public bodies to eliminate discrimination, promote equality and protect the human rights of service
users and staff. Competency in understanding and addressing equality, diversity and inclusion issues is thus a
key skill need for professionals working in health, education, and social care settings. On successful
completion of this module, students should be able to:
Identify key issues related to equality, diversity, and inclusion.
Critically evaluate the concepts of equality, diversity, and inclusion from a rights-based perspective.
Understand, from user informed accounts, how discrimination, inequality and exclusion are experienced.·
Identify skills and practices that promote diversity, equality and inclusion, and scaffold agency and advocacy in
professional settings.
Undertake equality impact assessments of organisations, policies and procedures in professional settings and
design solutions to overcome those obstacles.
Foster a culture of inclusion where clients and service users feel respected, and their perspectives and
contributions valued.
Fees €495
Want to know more? Senior Programme Coordinator: Dr Maria Lotty maria.lotty@ucc.ie

fl

fi

fl

Apply here
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NATIONAL PROGRAMME FOR SCREENING AND BRIEF INTERVENTIONS (SBI) FOR PROBLEM
ALCOHOL & DRUG USE

-

ONE DAY COURSE

This course aims to prepare nurses, midwives, health and social care professionals to implement Screening and
Brief Interventions (SBI) for problem substance misuse.
Learning Outcomes
On completion of this course, participants should be able to:
•

Apply the theory from the SAOR online module to their practice

•

Identify opportunities to conduct a brief intervention

•

Demonstrate appropriate brief intervention skills using the SAOR model

•

Identify appropriate alcohol and other drugs care pathways

Course Content
The key course content which emerges from the course learning outcomes is outlined below:
·

Evidence for the effectiveness of SBI.

·

Alcohol and drug related presentations to health and social care settings.

·

Contemporary models of SBI for problem alcohol and drug use.

·

Overview of the SAOR model of intervention for problem alcohol and drug use.

·

Establishing a supportive working relationship with the service users.

·

Asking about alcohol and drug use and screening for alcohol and drug related problems.

·

Delivering a structured brief intervention based upon the SAOR model.

·

Developing appropriate care pathways for service users and arranging appropriate follow up.

·

Accessing useful links and reference materials for further reading and research.

Target Groups
The primary target audience is nurses, midwives and allied health and social care professionals who are in a
position to offer Screening and Brief Interventions to service users presenting with problem alcohol and drug use.
Contact Marwin Jagoe for 2021 Training Dates in Cork and Kerry marwin.jagoe@hse.ie
Contact Nicola Corrigan for other locations nationally nicola.corrigan@hse.ie
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aoife.stack@coolmineetc.ie
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H SE KNOW LED GE
T RA NSLAT ION NETW ORK
HSE Research and Development team have created a range of resources to help researchers carrying out research
in HSE get the most impact from their research. These include:
·
A YouTube video explaining why sharing and using research is important to HSE and how doing so bridges
the gap between research and practice and policy, https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCWN5MFqd6dUqkwdZC9BDonQ
·
A series of guides to research dissemination, knowledge translation, and impact https://hseresearch.ie/
research-dissemination-and-translation/
·

Tools and templates for planning your dissemination, stakeholder engagement, and impact

·
6 training modules on HSELand taking researchers through all aspects of dissemination and knowledge
translation: What is knowledge translation; Planning for knowledge translation; Engaging with stakeholders;
Choosing a knowledge translation framework; Planning for impact; Evaluating knowledge translation.
More detail of how the HSE dissemination, translation and impact process was developed can be found in an
article published in Health Research Policy Systems.
The usability and applicability of knowledge translation theories, models, and frameworks for research in
the context of a national health service. Minogue, V., Matvienko-Sikar, K., Hayes, C. et al. Health Res Policy
Sys 19, 105 (2021). https://doi.org/10.1186/s12961-021-00747-5
Translating research ndings into service improvements for patients and/or policy changes is a key challenge for
health service organizations. The Health Service Executive (HSE) in Ireland launched the Action Plan for Health
Research 2019–2029, as reported by Terrés (HSE, Dublin, 2019), one of the goals of which is to maximize the
impact of the research that takes place within the service to achieve improvements in patient care, services, or
policy change.
The purpose of this research is to review the literature on knowledge translation theories, models, and frameworks
(TMFs) and to assess the suitability of the TMFs for HSE use, selecting one or more for this purpose. The aim is to
produce guidance for HSE researchers and other health services staff, validate the usability of the framework(s)
with researchers, and review and implement the guidance. It was hoped that identifying a suitable methodology
would provide the means to increase the uptake and application of research ndings, and reduce research
wastage. This paper reports on the rst part of the study: the review, assessment, and selection of knowledge
translation TMFs for a national health service.

fi

fi

fi

For information and advice on any aspect of the dissemination, knowledge translation, and impact, of HSE related
research please contact: https://hseresearch.ie
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UCC/ TABOR GROUP

CERTIFICATE IN CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:
RESPONDING TO PROBLEM GAMBLING (NATIONAL FRAMEWORK OF
QUALIFICATIONS LEVEL 8)
Why do this course? If you are interested in focusing your practice on one of the most contemporary issues
affecting Irish society today, then this course on Responding to Problem Gambling is ideal. Adult Continuing
Education at UCC with the Tabor Group, a leading provider of residential addiction treatment services in Ireland,
have designed this new Certi cate in CPD to upskill practitioners and so that they can meet the annual CPD
requirements for re-accreditation with the Addiction Counsellors of Ireland (ACI) and the Irish Association of
Counsellors and Psychotherapists (IACP).
Who should apply? Addiction counsellor/psychotherapists, drug and alcohol treatment professionals, mental
health, social work, social care professionals and volunteers interested in developing the knowledge and skill set
to help and support those affected by problem gambling in Ireland.
How will you bene t? It is the rst University Awarded quali cation on the topic of problem gambling in the
country. The Addiction Counsellors of Ireland (ACI) and the Irish Association of Counsellor and Psychotherapists
(IACP) have also pre-approved this programme for its members as meeting the annual requirement for Continuing
Professional Development with 30 CPD points allocated.
How is it delivered? The course will be delivered wholly online through interactive lectures and workshops. Online
Interactive sessions will take place on Wednesday evenings from 5pm to 9m (plus two Saturday morning
workshops).
Fees: The cost of this Certi cate in Continuing Professional Development is €850 Tabor Group has secured
funding from the Gambling Awareness Trust (GAT) to cover 70% of the course fees which students can be
redeemed directly from Tabor Group upon completion of the course.
Want to Know More? The next intake is Spring 2022 with the on-line registration opening in early 2022.
Contact Maria Keane mariakeane@ucc.ie /

fi

fi

fi

fi

fi

Click here for the webpage.
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LGB T+

8 Steps to Supporting Your Lesbian, Gay, Bi+ and Trans Patients
1. Don’t Make Assumptions
About 1 in 10 of your patients are LGBT+. Open dialogue with a patient means more relevant and effective care.
When you meet a patient, try not to make assumptions about a person’s sexual orientation, sexual behaviour and/or
gender identity. Instead, use gender neutral language about patients and their partners thus allowing people the
space to come out. Amend and edit any forms you use in your practice to make them more inclusive.
2. Understand Diversities and Differences
Be aware that there is a wide range of sexual and gender identities and expressions and that these can change for
your patients over time. For example, some people come out as gay later in life, having been in a long-term
heterosexual marriage. Other people do not have a fixed gender identity. It is important to understand the diverse
ways your patients identify. Take the time to understand new or emerging terms like pansexual, nonbinary or ace. It
is also important to understand cultural differences. Most importantly, create a rapport with your patient where
they feel comfortable enough to tell you their identity/expression and what it means for them in their lives. LGBT+
people can take an alternative approach to family formation and sexual expression. It is important to respect these
differences and to understand diversity.
3. Maintain a Non-Judgmental Attitude
LGBT+ people have reported that they have experienced discrimination and prejudice from healthcare services.
Make sure your patients feel safe, welcome and included where you practice. Keep an open mind about different
behaviours, identities and expressions. It is important to avoid disapproval or surprise in your verbal and non-verbal
responses to your patients.
4. Personal Pronouns
It is not possible to guess someone’s gender identity based on the person’s name or how they look or sound. When
addressing patients for the first time, avoid using pronouns that assume a gender. A pronoun such as he/she/they is
how a person refers to themselves. Using the correct pronoun shows respect for a patients identity. If unsure, ask. If
you slip up and accidentally mis-gender someone, a simple apology can go a long way.
5. Promote Better Outcomes
LGBT people on average have poorer sexual, mental and physical health outcomes when compared to the general
population. Play your part by proactively promoting better health outcomes for gender and sexual minority
communities. Display educational materials about LGBT+ health concerns.
6. Show your Support
Small actions can make a big difference. Install a visual cue that signals that you are open to talking about sexual
orientation and gender identity. This could be a small rainbow flag in your waiting room, a rainbow lanyard or a
sticker on your door. Display a non-discrimination statement stating that equal care will be provided to all patients.
Come out as LGBT +friendly!
7. Connect to the Community
Coming out can be challenging. You can help tackle loneliness or isolation by connecting people to existing LGBT+
community groups. There are a range of educational supports available to make your practice LGBT+ friendly. Stay
connected, so you can keep your patients connected! Get to know your local LGBT centre - there are a number of
them dotted around the country. See lgbt.ie for more information.
8. Make Healthcare Accountable and Affirming
Help create positive and affirming healthcare experiences for LGBT+ patients. Support and engage with training and
professional development initiatives aimed at making staff more aware of LGBT+ healthcare issues. Don’t be afraid
to politely correct your colleagues if they make insensitive comments. Report behaviours that are disrespectful,
discriminatory or exclusionary.

Find more info on
Click here: Gay
Project
www.linc.ie
www.gayproject.ie

Click here: LINC
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PROFESSIONAL COUNSELLING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY
SEMINARS IRELAND

Nurturing the Heart with the Brain in Mind | Bonnie Badenoch

fi

A Year with Bonnie Badenoch, PhD, LMFT, a heart-based training in relational neuroscience for healing trauma
where we will deepen our knowledge, embody this wisdom to heal our embedded traumas and expand our
capacity for presence. After the success of the ve-part webinar series in 2021, we at PCPSI are delighted to
welcome Bonnie. For more information visit our website - click here.
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ME DICAL SOC IAL W ORK AND
COV ID-19
CURATING COVID: WORKING THROUGH THE COVID 19 GLOBAL
PANDEMIC. REFLECTIONS OF THE MEDICAL SOCIAL WORK
DEPARTMENT AT BEAUMONT HOSPITAL
The Curating Covid project came to life within the Social Work Department at Beaumont Hospital as a
response to Covid-19. It is widely recognised that the professional and personal demands on front-line
workers is extraordinary. The aim of the project was to provide a creative medium which facilitated re ection,
invited pause, and supported the integration of many experiences having worked through a global
pandemic. Consequently, Curating Covid is a response to the sustained professional and personal demands
upon social workers obliged to adapt to changing professional practice.
Professional demands included urgently adapted practise which required new team structures, new
mediums of communication, adapted interdisciplinary work, implementation of personal protective
equipment (PPE) while responding to new and
complex patient and family needs. The personal
demands are unique to each one of us. The
overarching intention was to promote personal
and team well-being with the inevitable outcome
of aiding optimum patient care.
The nuts and bolts of the project involved
gathering the teams’ personal and professional
re ections of our lived and felt experience. These
re ections fell under two broad themes:
Challenges Encountered and Positive Outcomes.
The process also resulted in a collection of written
narratives, specially written poetry and an array of
photographs representing the experience.
The Curating Covid project culminated in the
production of a hard copy booklet encompassing
all of the above. We hope this output will stand as
a personal memento and a tangible real-time
reminder of the role of Medical Social Work during
this historical moment in time.

fl

fl

fl

Orla Crowe, Medical Social Worker & Project Lead,
Social Work Department, Beaumont Hospital.
Click here to access the full booklet.

18

PRACTICE LINKS // FEBRUARY 2022

H EAR AND CHILD RE N IN STATE
CAR E
Did you know that children in care are eligible to apply for the HEAR access routes to college across a range
of higher education institutions in Ireland? Click here for details.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORTS FOR CHILDREN IN CARE AND AFTERCARE – TUSLA PROJECT
FUNDED UNDER DORMANT ACCOUNTS 2021
Tusla and DCEDIY have secured Dormant Accounts funding to provide a Bursary Scheme to young adults who
have had a care experience of at least 6 months and are aged between 18 and 30 years old. The funding
is intended to support and assist them to achieve their full potential in education or training.
This scheme will provide funding for young adults to access further education and to support their career
development. It has been developed to support young people who are not receiving speci c funding for their
education and/or training through another source such as SUSI.

fi

Eligible young people will be able to apply for funding up to €5,000. Applications, which seek support for
access to education and/or career development, will be considered. Further details: click here.
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DIG ITAL PRACT ICE TO OLKIT

The Digital Toolkit is a collection of ideas and tools for anyone to use. It contains a selection of methods and
approaches to explore digital, hybrid and personal interactions with young people, their families and carers,
and can be used with a range of ages, abilities, ethnicity and language skills. The Digital Toolkit can be used
to expand your con dence and skills in using digital practices. The Digital Toolkit was developed by the
practitioners, young people and parents who participated in developing this resource, along with open
access resources sourced online or used with permission, and directly references the work of Professor Harry
Ferguson, Dr Laura Kelly (both University of Birmingham) and Professor Sarah Pink (Monash University) from
their ESRC funded Child protection and social distancing research over 2021-22. Click here to access these
resources.

fi

PODCAST ON IPV AND BRAIN INJURY
49 minute long podcast episode (20 January 2022) of On Point from the Boston Public Radio station WBUR.
In-depth radio interview - awareness-raising - session discussing research on traumatic and acquired brain
injuries incurred from intimate partner violence, the dearth of research being done and why this is not a
research priority despite the stunning volume of research on brain injuries in other contexts (men’s sports;
military). The discussion looks at consequences of missing knowledge about these injuries in the IPV context
such as challenges in providing adequate advocacy & protective & health services, not to mention
confounding already often inadequate results in police investigations & criminal justice in particular. Click
here.
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“The overlap between justice
system involvement and drug use is
well-documented. Justice-involved
people who misuse opioids are at
high risk for relapse and criminal
recidivism. Criminal justice
policymakers consider opioidspeci c medication-assisted
therapies (MATs) one approach for
improving outcomes for this
population. More research is
needed that explores the impacts of
opioid-speci c MATs for justiceinvolved people.

Opioidspecific
medicationassisted
therapy and
its impact on
criminal
justice and
overdose
outcomes
(2022)

fi

fi

fi
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C. CLARE STRANGE,
SARAH M.
MANCHAK, JORDAN
M. HYATT, DAMON
M. PETRICH, ALISHA
DESAI, CORY P.
HABERMAN
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Objectives
This study sought to assess the
effects of opioid-speci c MAT for
reducing the frequency and
likelihood of criminal justice and
overdose outcomes for current or
formerly justice-involved individuals.
Search Methods
See main report for details.
Selection Criteria
Studies were eligible for inclusion in
the review if they: (a) assessed the
effects of opioid-speci c MATs on
individual-level criminal justice or
overdose outcomes; included (b) a
current or formerly justice-involved
sample; and (c) a randomized or
strong quasi-experimental design;
and c) were published in English
between January 1, 1960 and
October 31, 2020.
Data Collection and Analysis
See main report for details.
Main Results
Twenty studies were included,
representing 30,119 participants.
The overall risk of bias for the
experimental studies ranged from
“some” to “high” and for quasiexperimental studies ranged from
“moderate” to “serious.” As such,

ndings must be interpreted against
the backdrop of less-than-ideal
methodological contexts. Of the 20
included studies, 16 included
outcomes that were meta-analysed
using mean log odds ratios (which
were reported as mean odds ratios).
Mean effects were nonsigni cant for
reincarceration (odds ratio [OR] =
0.93 [0.68, 1.26], SE = .16), rearrest
(OR = 1.47 [0.70, 3.07], SE = 0.38),
and fatal overdose (OR = 0.82 [0.56,
1.21], SE = 0.20). For nonfatal
overdose, the average effect was
signi cant (OR = 0.41 [0.18, 0.91], SE
= 0.41, p < 0.05), suggesting that
those receiving MAT had nearly 60%
reduced odds of a nonfatal
overdose.
Implications for Policy, Practice,
and Research
The current review supports some
utility for adopting MAT for the
treatment of justice-involved people
with opioid addiction, however,
more studies that employ rigorous
methodologies are needed.
Researchers should work with
agencies to improve adherence to
medication regimens, study design,
and collect more detailed
information on participants, their
criminal and substance use
histories, onset, and severity. This
would help clarify whether
treatment and control groups are
indeed comparable and provide
better insight into the potential
reasons for participant dropout,
treatment failure, and the
occurrence of recidivism or
overdose. Outcomes should be
assessed in multiple ways, if
possible (e.g., self-report and of cial
record), as reliance on of cial data
alone may undercount participants'
degree of criminal involvement”.
Click here for the full report.
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IN FOSTER AND ADOPTIVE
FAMILIES
1.1.1 The review in brief
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Adopted children and children
placed in foster care are at
increased risk of developing a range
of mental health, behavioural and
psychosocial adjustment problems.
Previous studies suggest that the
quality of the attachment between
the child and the adoptive/foster
parents are important for the child's
psychological development. This
review nds that attachment-based
interventions for adoptive/foster
parents increase child psychosocial
adjustment and positive parentchild behaviours.
For attachment security, parental
depressive symptoms, and child
internalising and externalising
behaviour, the results were
inconclusive.
1.1.2 What is this review about?
Adopted children and children
placed in foster care are at
increased risk of developing a range
of mental health, behavioural and
psychosocial adjustment problems.
By de nition, foster and adopted
children have experienced a
separation from their biological
parents. Furthermore, foster and
adopted children have often
experienced adverse events such as
insuf cient medical care,
malnutrition, physical and emotional
abuse and neglect before their
initial placement. Theory therefore
suggests that the attachment
relationship between the child and
the adoptive/foster parents may

become a source of psychological
vulnerability.
To prevent placement breakdown
and adverse child outcomes, a
number of interventions aim to
support foster and adoptive
families. This systematic review
synthesises the research on a range
of interventions commonly offered
to foster and adoptive parents.
Findings from the review are thus
relevant for child protection and
adoption agencies around the
world.
1.1.3 What is the aim of this
review?
This Campbell systematic review
assesses the effects of attachmentbased parenting interventions on
parent/child attachment,
psychosocial adjustment and
placement stability within foster and
adoptive families. It summarises
ndings from 27 different samples,
including 19 randomised trials. The
studies are primarily from the
United States.
1.1.4 What studies are included?
The included studies examined
parenting interventions aimed at
helping 0- to 17-year-old foster/
adopted children and their parents
to form or sustain a secure
attachment relationship.
The intervention could be offered in
any setting (i.e., clinic, hospital, or
home) and in any format (i.e., family
or multifamily therapy), but had to
be at least partly based on
attachment theory. Families had to
be living in the Western world,
de ned as the OECD countries.
Studies types in this review are:
RCTs, QRCTs, or QES. The review
does not include pre-post studies
without a control group.
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This review includes 44 studies
reporting on 27 different samples
(19 randomised trials and eight
nonrandomised studies). The metaanalyses are based on 24 highquality studies reporting on 16
populations (14 randomised trials
and two nonrandomised studies).
The studies were from Belgium (1),
Italy (2), The Netherlands (7), the UK
(6) the United States (28) and were
published between 1977 and 2020.
1.1.5 What are the main ndings
of this review?
This review nds that overall,
attachment-based parenting
interventions increase the
psychosocial adjustment of children
in foster and adoptive families and
increase positive parent/child
behaviours.
Evidence regarding the effects of
attachment-based parenting
interventions on attachment security
was inconclusive, as we did not nd
enough studies. Similarly, the
evidence on the long-term effects of
attachment-based parenting
interventions on most outcomes
was inconclusive due to very few
studies, but ndings suggest that
attachment-based interventions
increase positive parenting
behaviour three to six months after
the intervention.
No study provided a measure of
placement stability or breakdown
that could be used in the metaanalysis.

1.1.6 What do the ndings of this
review mean?
Attachment-based parenting
interventions show promising shortterm effects within foster and
adoptive families, which is relevant
for therapists and agencies that
provide support to foster and
adoptive parents.
Future research should explore the
long-term effects of interventions on
measures of parent/child
attachment, psychosocial
adjustment and most importantly on
placement stability”.
Click here to access the full report.
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“Plain language summary
This review assessed whether peer
support interventions improve
outcomes for parents and others
caring for children with a wide
range of complex needs (such as
chronic or severe acute illness,
disability, or delayed development).
Background

Peer suppor t
interventions for
parents and
carers of children
with complex
needs

G INA -MAREE
SA RTOR E,
AN ASTASI A
P OUR LIAKAS
&
VIN CE
L AG IOIA

Parents and other family carers who
care for children with complex
needs may experience increased
distress and reduced well being.
Peer support interventions are
intended to assist people caring for
children to nd social support from
others who understand their
situation. Peer support can be
provided in groups, which
sometimes are led by a facilitator, or
can occur when people are
matched with individual parents
who have experience caring for a
child with a similar condition.
Study characteristics
We included research up to 21
February 2018. Randomised
controlled trials (RCTs), cluster RCTs,
quasi RCTs, controlled before and
after studies, and interrupted time
series studies were all eligible for
inclusion. Studies were included if
they measured distress, con dence,
feelings of coping, quality of life,
how families functioned, feelings of
support, or con dence in dealing
with services among parents or any
other family carers. Children being
cared for could have any condition
(for example, chronic or severe
acute illness, disability, any kind of
delayed or atypical development).
Results

‐

fi

‐

fi

‐

fi

fi

fi

fi

fi

fi

‐

‐
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We found 22 studies of 2404
participants who were caring for

children with a wide range of
conditions. All studies were RCTs or
quasi RCTs and compared peer
support to usual care (comparison
1) or to another intervention
(comparison 2). Peer support was
delivered in hospitals and in the
community. Although we found
studies that evaluated effects of
peer support on all outcomes in
comparison 1, and several
outcomes in comparison 2, we did
not see any bene t from peer
support compared to usual care or
compared to another intervention.
We found no studies that reported
on adverse effects (such as stress
from hearing others' stories or
con icts with group members).
Feedback from parents and carers
suggests that they value emotional
support, validation of their
experiences, and access to
knowledge that they nd in peer
support groups. More information is
needed about training and
supervision of peer support leaders,
and about whether many
participants withdraw from groups
(and if so, why).
The overall quality of evidence for
each outcome was low to very low,
and because of this, our certainty
about these ndings is low. This
means that further research is likely
to change these ndings while
making clearer the possible bene ts
or harms of peer support
interventions.
Conclusion
At the moment, we are uncertain
about whether peer support helps
or harms parents and carers of
children with complex needs”.
Click here for full report.
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VIDEOS

PODCASTS

Building a healthy ageing society: TILDA
celebrates 10 years of impact with Participants
The Irish LongituDinal Study on Ageing (TILDA) is a
large-scale, nationally representative, longitudinal
study on ageing in Ireland, the overarching aim of
which is to make Ireland the best place in the world
to grow old. Scientists at TILDA at Trinity College
Dublin held a unique and special online event on
Thursday, December 2nd 2021, in celebration of its
longstanding and valued participants of the study,
and to showcase its phenomenal research impact.

PEIN (Prevention and Early Intervention Network,
Ireland)

Aspergers From the Inside
Paul discovered he had Aspergers at age 30. In his
YouTube channel he endeavours to show what
Autism and Aspergers look like in real people and
offer some insight as to what's happening on the
inside.

In the inaugural PEIN podcast, launched in December
2021, Marian Quinn, CEO of the Childhood
Development Initiative chatted with Vivian Geiran of
the School of Social Work and Social Policy at TCD and
former Director of the Irish Probation Service, about
poverty, crime and helping young people to avoid
entanglement in the criminal justice system. The
podcast, one in a series, is available here.

Asking for a Parent with Dr Colman Noctor, a Child and
Adolescent Psychotherapist who has been working with
families experiencing mental health dif culties for 25
years. This podcast is conversational, not lled with
jargon or unreasonable expectations. The solutions are
‘real world’ and take into account of parental pressures of
time and energy.
https://askingforaparent.podbean.com/

Basically is a podcast series
hosted by Irish writer, actor and
activist Stefanie Preissner in which
she discusses issues, such as the
prison system, perinatal mental
health and loneliness with an
eclectic mix of guests.
https://headstuffpodcasts.com/show/basically

fi

fi

APPS & SOCIAL MEDIA
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APPS

TWITTER

Two book summary apps that will save you time
researching what you should read on a topic and
help you quickly access core ideas:

CHADD @CHADD_ADHD
Children and Adults with ADHD is the
nation's leading non-pro t organization
serving individuals with ADHD and their
families. customer_service@chadd.org

Book Summaries | Read Athena
Learn from the best books with
audiobook insights and analysis.
Athena for Apple

Blinkist
With over 5000 bestselling non ction
books & popular podcasts.
Blinkist for Apple

Blinkist for Android

***
Two accessibility apps
Rogervoice is a free app that subtitles
phone calls for people who are hearing
impaired. Call anyone, and get a realtime transcription of the conversation.
Rogervoice for Android

Rogervoice for Apple

Envision is an award-winning OCR
app that speaks out the visual
world, helping blind and visually
impaired users to lead more
independent lives.
Envision for Apple

Envision for Android

https://twitter.com/CHADD_ADHD
Dr Mary O’Kane @MOKEarlyYears
Lecturer: Psychology and Education
@OpenUniversity Parenting Consultant. Book:
Perfectly Imperfect Parenting: Connection Not
Perfection at: http://drmaryokane.ie
https://twitter.com/MOKEarlyYears
Sage Advocacy @SageAdvocacy
Nothing about you/without you.
A support and advocacy service for
vulnerable adults, older people and
healthcare patients.
https://twitter.com/SageAdvocacy
TILDA @tilda_tcd
The Irish Longitudinal Study on Ageing A study of people in Ireland aged 50
and over #TILDA
https://twitter.com/tilda_tcd
Yo u n g G e r i s ( i ro n y i n t e n d e d )
@YoungGeris
Supporting a community interested in
our ageing population, particularly
trainees and students. Tweets by Irish
Geriatric trainee in London
https://twitter.com/YoungGeris
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NEW PUBLICATIONS
& REPORTS (Ireland)
SPECIAL ISSUE - ASSESSMENT TOOLS IN CHILD PROTECTION
PRACTICE AND RESEARCH
“Decision-making in child protection is a challenging process, with
practitioners endeavouring to evaluate and assess factors that inform
planning and improve performance. In this regard, assessment tools play a
vital role in child protection practices as they facilitate identification of child
maltreatment, related risk/protective factors and child outcomes (such as
traumatic stress reactions). Over the years, a wide range of assessment tools
have become available for use in day-to-day practice and research. Parentfocused examples include the Child Abuse Potential Inventory (Milner, 1990),
Child BehaviorChecklist (parent and child report; Achenbach & Rescorla,
2001), Dif culties in Emotion Regulation Scale (Charaket al., 2019a) and the
Adult AdolescentParenting Inventory 2.1 (AAPI 2.1; Bavolek & Keene, 2010).
There are also numerous outcome measures for children, such as the Trauma SymptomChecklist for
Children (Briere, 1996) and the International TraumaQuestionnaire (Cloitreet al., 2018; Haselgruberet al.,
2020) specifically forICD-11 post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and complex PTSD in children and
adolescents. Such tools can assist in providing additional routes to assessment and intervention planning
through triangulation with other sources of data, such as interviews or observations. Thus, ensuring that the
use of child protection assessment tools is current and evidence-based is crucial for the protection and
wellbeing of our children and families. However, it can prove challenging to keep up with this constantly
evolving development of assessments” (Charak and Hamilton-Giachritsis, 2021, p. 499). Click here to read
more of this special edition (some of the papers are free to access).

LAUNCH OF REPORT ON PROGRESS IN THE PENAL
SYSTEM 2021
The Irish Penal Reform Trust (IPRT) will launch the fth edition
of the Progress in the Penal System (PIPS) report on Monday 7
February 2022, from 11:00am to 1:00pm. The report focuses
on the theme: The Need for Transparency in the Penal System.

fi

fi

Further information and registration details are available here.
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NEW PUBLICATIONS
& REPORTS (Ireland)
NEW (WEXFORD) RESTORATIVE JUSTICE (RJ) WEBSITE
In collaboration with the Department of Justice and the Probation Service, the Wexford RJ Service has
launched a new website, with information to help professionals refer cases. More information click here:
ARTICLE ON TRAUMA-INFORMED
RESTORATIVE APPROACH IN YOUTH
JUSTICE WORK
A recent and interesting article on the above, available
on free access from the British Journal of Community
Justice (BJCJ) at - click here.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE BOARD (NI) RESEARCH
COMMUNITY NETWORKING STAKEHOLDER
ENGAGEMENT
1st December 2021 Click here to watch.

ANNUAL SOCIAL WORK AND SOCIAL CARE
RESEARCH CONFERENCE 2022
March 2022 (9th March 2022) 9th Annual Conference. Click
here for further details and click here for the yer.

fl

ISSUE 18 SUPPORTING RESEARCH, EVIDENCE AND KNOWLEDGE
EXCHANGE IN SOCIAL WORK AND SOCIAL CARE
Research Newsletter (last issue). Click here to download.
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NEW PUBLICATIONS
& REPORTS
NEW TEXT BOOK: SUPPORT AND PROTECTION ACROSS THE LIFECOURSE: A
PRACTICAL APPROACH FOR SOCIAL WORKERS, POLICY PRESS, BRISTOL.
Caroline McGregor and Pat Dolan, Professors at the UNESCO Child and Family Research Centre, School of
Political Science and Sociology, NUI Galway.

This book is written with students of social work in mind in particular. It is also aimed at practice teachers
and practitioners who wish to ‘refresh’ their knowledge and to consider
social work from the perspective of ‘support and protection’ across the
lifecourse. The book situates social work as a socio-legal practice of
support and
protection within
FIGURE 2.3: SNAPSHOT OVERVIEW OF FRAMEWORK MAPPED ONTO BIO-ECOLOGICAL
MODEL.
two broad
Adapted Bio-Ecological model: Personframeworks of
Process-Context-Time
critical ecological
MACRO
LEVEL
theories and life
EXO LEVEL
course
perspectives. It
MESO
covers a range of
Life Transitions and Events
LEVEL(s)
theories relating
MICRO Level(s)
to the ‘person-in(s–
environment’ with a focus on safeguarding,
TABLE 10.2: Summary overview of core components of the Support and Protection Fram
protection, family and social support across a
Practical Guide for Social Work
range of areas of social work practice. It offers a
ve dimensional framework to explore the

Life course Perspective

fl

Ecological Perspective

Support and Protection
Intergenerational
Relations
Life Events and
Transition
Health and Wellbeing
Partnership and civic
Engagement

Lifecourse

Intersectionality

complexity of mediating between support
and protection in a socio-legal frame. These
act a scaffold for ‘Critical ART’ (Critical
Analysis, Re ection and Thinking) and are
based on an enquiry based and research
informed approach. Learning through
illustration and focusing on how practice
drives theory is emphasised in the content of
the chapters and the learning exercises
incorporated throughout. Sample maps
below give a visual snapshot of some of the
materials. To give feedback or hear more
about the book/request a presentation with
your team, contact Caroline

Superdiversity

fi
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Research briefs
USING RESEARCH EVIDENCE IN YOUR PRACTICE
Are you wondering how to begin a conversation around using evidence in your practice with your team/
supervisor/clients? Why not try one of the following ideas:
1. Read a relevant research article and discuss it with your Supervisor.
2. Recommend that your team read a relevant research article and discuss it at your next team meeting.
3. Provide a relevant research article/research summary to the families you are working with. Use it to start
a discussion around issues clients are facing at your next meeting.
4. Think critically about the research article(s) you have read and the research it contains. Some questions
to consider include:
• What additional questions do you have after reading it?
• What more do you want to know?
• What methodology was used in this study?
• What are the limitations and strengths of this type of methodology?
• What are the key characteristics of the population involved in the study?
• Are there similarities and/or differences between this population and the children and families I am
working with?
• How might this impact the relevance and applicability of this research to my practice?
• Where was this research carried out? E.g. in a rural/urban setting? In Ireland? Europe?
• Are issues of culture and ethnicity considered in this research?
• What do the results indicate?
• Can I apply these ndings to my practice? What do I need to consider before doing so?
Consider the ndings of relevant research in the context of client preferences and values, case
circumstances and your organizational context, and practitioner knowledge and experience.

fi
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Remember: Using evidence in your practice will look different in every organisational context, for every
practitioner, and with each client you work with.
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Practice signposts provide links to high-quality, research-informed databases and publications. Some of
the databases at a quick glance may seem too medical/health orientated, but contain great resources to
support social work and allied professionals’ practice.
OPEN ACCESS RESEARCH DATABASES:
RIAN - Irish Open Access Research Archive - click
here
Trinity Access Research Archive (TARA) - click here
Cork Open Research Archive (CORA) - click here
Galway Open Access Research Archive (ARAN) click here

RESEARCH DATA ARCHIVES:
Irish Qualitative Data Archive - click here

OPEN ACCESS (FREE) JOURNALS
Journal of Early and Intensive Behaviour
Intervention; International Journal of Child and
Adolescent Resilience (IJCAR; Journal of Global
Social Work Practice; International Journal of High
Risk Behaviours and Addictions; Journal of
Indigenous Social Development; Critical Social
Work; International Journal of Child, Youth & Family
Studies; The Irish Journal of Applied Social Studies;
Comparative Migration Studies; Irish Social Worker.

Irish Social Science Data Archive (ISSDA) - click here

SYSTEMATIC REVIEW DATABASES:
Cochrane Collaboration Library - click here

Irish Social Sciences Platform - click here

Campbell Collaboration Library - click here

Practice signposts: data sources
to support your practice

PRACTICE GUIDANCE, DATABASES &
PUBLICATIONS:
Addiction Technology Transfer Centre Network
(USA) - click here
CES - Centre for Effective Services - click here
Child and Family Agency Publications and Reports click here
Drug and Alcohol Information and Support
(drugs.ie) - click here
Growing Up in Ireland - national longitudinal study
of children. Click here
HSE Health Promotion Publications - click here
HSE Publications and Reports - click here

HRB National Drugs Library - click here
HUB na nÓg Young: Voices in Decision-Making click here
NICE - National Institute for Health and Clinical
Excellence (UK) - click here
Mindfulness Based Relapse Prevention Resources
(free audio tracks) - click here
North South Child Protection Hub - click here
Probation Service Publications - click here
Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) - click
here
@PracticeLinks
@UCCsocialwork
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