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IMPORTANT:

READERS WHO WERE IMPACTED BY THE CYBER ATTACK EARLIER THIS YEAR MAY WISH
TO RE-REGISTER FOR PRACTICE LINKS WITH THEIR NEW / ALTERNATE EMAIL ADDRESS CLICK HERE TO RE-REGISTER

PL Mailing List

fi

Register here to receive a free
copy of Practice Links to your
email account ve times a year.

Submissions
Submissions for publication
should be received two weeks
prior to the next publication
date. Please forward
submissions by email to the
editor.
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CONT INUING PR OF E SS IONA L
DE VE LOPMENT / IASW NE WS
IASW AGM - 25TH MAY
Annual Irish Association of Social Workers AGM (online). Save the date and click here to book a place.

SHAPING SOCIAL WORKERS’ IDENTITY VIDEO
The IASW collaborated with BASW NI, and the regulators CORU and NISCC on an all-Ireland study Shaping
Social Workers’ Identity - click here for the report.
One of the outputs of the collaboration is a video highlighting the bene ts of professional body
membership to social work students and newly quali ed social workers, calling on them to add their voice
to the collective voice of the profession so that we can consistently and effectively represent social work,
working with and for service users. The study demonstrated
the centrality of social workers’ dedication to working
collaboratively with service users to empower and facilitate
them to make changes to improve their circumstances. We
need to use our collective voice to challenge and address
the issues, often structural, that detract from our work to
deliver with and for those who use social work services. Visit
the IASW website to view the video and to nd out about
the bene ts of IASW membership.

HSE IN DAMAGE CONTROL TO BLOCK FULL PUBLICATION OF
THE BRANDON REPORT
Piece by Sinead McGarry on the Brandon Report on the IASW website - click here.

IASW STATEMENT ON THE UKRAINE CRISIS

fi

fi

fi

fl

fi

Read the IASW statement on Crisis in Ukraine highlighting social and racial inequalities among ethnic
minority groups eeing for their lives from the war zone. This piece was also picked up by the IFSW - click
here to read.
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CONT INUING PR OF E SS IONA L
DE VE LOPMENT

Click here for further information on the Social Care Ireland website.
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R E SE AR C H METH ODS
RESEARCH METHODS PROGRAMME AT ULSTER UNIVERSITY
Information also from the University post-qualifying social work of ce: pqresearchmethods@ulster.ac.uk

Employer partnership with the University
Since 2014 with the strategic drive for evidence-informed practice, the Research Methods Programme provides
modules developed for professionals and a similar set of modules for service users and carers.

Includes three modules for professional
! Evidence Informed Professional and Organisation Postgraduate Certi cate
! Research and Evaluation Methods Post Graduate Diploma
! Accreditation at MSC level Knowledge Transfer via Independent Assessment Route
! External Examiner is Dr Kenneth Burns, UCC

DECISIONS, ASSESSMENT, RISK & EVIDENCE
IN SOCIAL WORK CONFERENCE 2022

fi

fi

Dear colleagues, as you know the DARE 2020 conference was postponed due to the pandemic lockdown, and an
online DARE conference was held in June 2021. This was very successful in enabling a larger number of people
to participate than could have come to an in-person conference. With the continuing uncertainties, the
next DARE conference will be online Tue 28, Wed 29 and Thurs 30 June 2022. Please hold the dates in your diary;
further information will be sent out shortly to those on the mailing list. If you want to be added to the mailing list,
please email Sharon at dare@ulster.ac.uk
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LI VES O F CH I LD R EN IN CAR E AN D AD U LTS WH O
W ERE I N CARE A S C HI L D R EN

On January 26th Minister Roderic O’Gorman announced the commencement of a new research and data
project examining the lives of children in care and adults who were in care as children. This project will
address the Ryan Report Implementation Plan recommendation for longitudinal research with young people
leaving care.
The project is being led by the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth with Tusla
as a key partner. The approach of the project follows extensive work carried out by a joint DCEDIY/Tusla
Working Group, which commenced its work in November 2020. The approach is iterative and comprises ve
constituent elements:
1. Set up and design, including the development and agreement of a project plan and structures to
facilitate meaningful consultation with and input from stakeholders;
2. The ongoing development of the capacity of the National Child Care Information System (NCCIS)
in Tusla to dynamically track the individual pathways of children through the care system;
3. A once off study of those who left care ten years ago to generate data quickly on the long term
outcomes for those who leave care and the lessons arising;
4. A longitudinal study of children in care from the age of 16, which will take place over a ten year
period;
5. Further bespoke research studies on children in care and aftercare where more detailed
information is needed about their circumstances. This will complement improved system data and
also provide children in care with an opportunity to have their voices heard.
The text of the Minister’s announcement is detailed in a press release - click here.

fi

Work on developing a project plan has commenced. This will include decisions regarding governance
structures and design, timelines and costings for the various elements of the project.
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CONT INUING PR OF E SS IONA L
DE VE LOPMENT

@UCCsocialwork

h ps://www.ucc.ie/en/appsoc/

SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE TEACHING
Social workers – would you like an opportunity to gain supervision experience?
Practice teaching is a dynamic CPD learning experience where social work students bring skills and energy, and are
ready to make a positive contribution to social work practice with your guidance.
Social workers who engage in practice teaching have continually informed us of the bene ts in terms of their own
continuing professional development.
UCC would like to hear from social workers who are interested in supervising a student on placement from
September - December 2022 and/or January - April 2023.
UCC pays a placement fee and CPD is provided to support your Practice Teaching.
For further information please contact sw eldwork@ucc.ie and you can register your interest here

fi

fi

tt

CPD
@UCCsocialwork
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Background

Selfmanagement
interventions
for reducing
challenging
behaviours
among
school-age
students: A
systematic
review (2022)

TYLER E. SMITH,
AARON M.
THOMPSON,
BRANDY R.
MAYNARD

Challenging classroom behaviours
can interfere with student social and
academic functioning and may be
harmful to everyone in schools. Selfmanagement interventions within
schools can address these concerns
by helping students develop
necessary social, emotional, and
behavioral skills. Thus, the current
systematic review synthesised and
analysed school-based selfmanagement interventions used to
address challenging classroom
behaviours.
Objectives
The current study aimed to inform
practice and policy by (a) evaluating
the effectiveness of selfmanagement interventions at
improving classroom behaviours
and academic outcomes and (b)
examining the state of research for
self-management interventions
based on existing literature.
Search Methods
Comprehensive search procedures
included electronically searching
online databases (e.g., EBSCO
Academic Search Premier,
MEDLINE, ERIC, PsycINFO), handsearching 19 relevant journals (e.g.,
School Mental Health, Journal of
School Psychology), reference-list
searching 21 relevant reviews, and
searching gray literature (e.g.,
contacting authors, searching online
dissertation/theses databases and
national government
clearinghouses/websites). Searches
were completed through December
of 2020.
Selection Criteria

fi

fi

fi

fi

Included studies employed either a
multiple group-design (i.e.,

experimental or quasi-experimental)
or single-case experimental
research design and met the
following criteria: (a) utilised a selfmanagement intervention, (b)
conducted in a school setting, (c)
included school-aged students, and
(d) assessed classroom behaviours.
Data Collection and Analysis
Standard data collection procedures
expected by the Campbell
Collaboration were used in the
current study. Analyses for singlecase design studies incorporated
three-level hierarchical models to
synthesise main effects, and metaregression for moderation. Further,
robust variance estimation was
applied to both single-case design
and group-design studies to
account for dependency issues.
Main Results
Our nal single-case design sample
included 75 studies, 236
participants, and 456 effects (i.e.,
351 behavioral outcomes and 105
academic outcomes). Our nal
group-design sample included 4
studies, 422 participants, and 11
total behavioral effects. Most studies
occurred in the United States, in
urban communities, in public
schools, and in elementary settings.
Single-case design results indicated
that self-management interventions
signi cantly and positively impacted
both student classroom behaviours
(LRRi = 0.69, 95% con dence
interval [CI] [0.59, 0.78]) and
academic outcomes (LRRi = 0.58,
95% CI [0.41, 0.76]). Single-case
results were found to be moderated
by student race and special
education status, whereas
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intervention effects were more
pronounced for African American
students (F = 5.56, p = 0.02) and
students receiving special education
services (F = 6.87, p = 0.01). Singlecase results were not found to be
moderated by intervention
characteristics (i.e., intervention
duration, delity assessment, delity
method, or training). Despite
positive ndings for single-case
design studies, risk of bias
assessment indicated
methodological shortcomings that
should be considered when
interpreting ndings. A signi cant
main effect of self-management
interventions for improving
classroom behaviours was also
revealed for group-design studies
(g = 0.63, 95% CI [0.08, 1.17]).
However, these results should be
interpreted with caution given the
small number of included groupdesign studies.

Selfmanagement
interventions
for reducing
challenging
behaviours
among
school-age
students: A
systematic
review (2022)

fi

fi

fi

fi

fl

fi

fi

fi

fi

fi

TYLER E. SMITH,
AARON M.
THOMPSON,
BRANDY R.
MAYNARD

Implications for Policy, Practice,
and Research
The current study, conducted using
comprehensive search/screening
procedures and advanced metaanalytic techniques, adds to the
large amount of evidence indicating
that self-management interventions
can be successfully used to address
student behaviours and academic
outcomes. In particular, the use
speci c self-management elements
(i.e., self-determining a performance
goal, self-observing and recording
progress, re ecting on a target
behavior, and administering primary
reinforcers) should be considered
within current interventions as well
as in the development of future
interventions. Future research
should aim to assess the
implementation and effects of selfmanagement at the group or
classroom-level within randomized
controlled trials.

What are the main ndings of this
review?
Self-management interventions
signi cantly and positively impact
student classroom behaviours as
indicated by moderate effects
revealed for both single-case and
group-design studies.
Results of single-case design studies
additionally indicated that selfmanagement interventions
signi cantly and positively impacted
all challenging behaviours assessed
(i.e., on-task behavior, prosocial
behaviours, disruptive behaviours,
and following directions) and
academic outcomes (i.e.,
achievement and work completion).
Single-case effects were also found
to be more meaningful for African
American students in comparison to
other races, and for students
receiving special education services
in comparison to students in regular
classrooms.
To access the full report and
additional Campbell Collaboration
systematic reviews, click here.
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Background
The demand for residential aged
care is increasing due to the ageing
population. Optimising the design
or adapting the physical
environment of residential aged
care facilities has the potential to
in uence quality of life, mood and
function.
Objectives

Physical
environmental
designs in
residential
care to
improve
quality of life
of older
people

To assess the effects of changes to
the physical environment, which
include alternative models of
residential aged care such as a
'home like' model of care (where
residents live in small living units) on
quality of life, behaviour, mood and
depression and function in older
people living in residential aged
care.
Search methods
CENTRAL, MEDLINE, Embase, six
other databases and two trial
registries were searched on 11
February 2021. Reference lists and
grey literature sources were also
searched.
Selection criteria

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

fi

‐

fi

‐

‐

‐

‐
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Stephanie L
Harrison
Suzanne M Dyer
Kate E Laver
Rachel K Milte
Richard Fleming
Maria Crotty

Non randomised trials, repeated
measures or interrupted time series
studies and controlled before after
studies with a comparison group
were included. Interventions which
had modi ed the physical design of
a care home or built a care home
with an alternative model of
residential aged care (including
design alterations) in order to
enhance the environment to
promote independence and well
being were included. Studies which
examined quality of life or outcomes
related to quality of life were
included. Two reviewers
independently assessed the

abstracts identi ed in the search
and the full texts of all retrieved
studies.
Data collection and analysis
Two reviewers independently
extracted data, assessed the risk of
bias in each included study and
evaluated the certainty of evidence
according to GRADE criteria. Where
possible, data were represented in
forest plots and pooled.
Main results
Twenty studies were included with
77,265 participants, although one
large study included the majority of
participants (n = 74,449). The main
comparison was home like models
of care incorporating changes to the
scale of the building which limit the
capacity of the living units to smaller
numbers of residents and
encourage the participation of
residents with domestic activities
and a person centred care
approach, compared to traditional
designs which may include larger
scale buildings with a larger number
of residents, hospital like features
such as nurses' stations, traditional
hierarchical organisational
structures and design which
prioritises safety.
Six controlled before after studies
compared the home like model and
the traditional environment (75,074
participants), but one controlled
before after study included 74,449
of the participants (estimated on
weighting). It is uncertain whether
home like models improve health
related quality of life, behaviour,
mood and depression, function or
serious adverse effects compared to
traditional designs because the
certainty of the evidence is very low.
The certainty of the evidence was
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Physical
environmental
designs in
residential
care to
improve
quality of life
of older
people
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Stephanie L
Harrison
Suzanne M Dyer
Kate E Laver
Rachel K Milte
Richard Fleming
Maria Crotty
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downgraded from low certainty to
very low certainty for all outcomes
due to very serious concerns due to
risk of bias, and also serious
concerns due to imprecision for
outcomes with more than 400
participants. One controlled before
after study examined the effect of
home like models on quality of life.
The author stated "No statistically
signi cant differences were
observed between the intervention
and control groups." Three studies
reported on global behaviour (N =
257). One study found little or no
difference in global behaviour
change at six months using the
Neuropsychiatric Inventory where
lower scores indicate fewer
behavioural symptoms (mean
difference (MD) 0.04 (95%
con dence interval (CI) 0.13 to
0.04, n = 164)), and two additional
studies (N = 93) examined global
behaviour, but these were
unsuitable for determining a
summary effect estimate. Two
controlled before after studies
examined the effect of home like
models of care compared to
traditional design on depression.
After 18 months, one study (n = 242)
reported an increase in the rate of
depressive symptoms (rate ratio
1.15 (95% CI 1.02 to 1.29)), but the
effect of home like models of care
on the probability of no depressive
symptoms was uncertain (odds ratio
0.36 (95% CI 0.12 to 1.07)). One
study (n = 164) reported little or no
difference in depressive symptoms
at six months using the Revised
Memory and Behaviour Problems
Checklist where lower scores
indicate fewer depressive symptoms
(MD 0.01 (95% CI 0.12 to 0.14)).
Four controlled before after studies
examined function. One study (n =
242) reported little or no difference
in function over 18 months using

the Activities of Daily Living long
form scale where lower scores
indicate better function (MD 0.09
(95% CI 0.46 to 0.28)), and one
study (n = 164) reported better
function scores at six months using
the Interview for the Deterioration of
Daily Living activities in Dementia
where lower scores indicate better
function (MD 4.37 (95% CI 7.06 to
1.69)). Two additional studies
measured function but could not be
included in the quantitative analysis.
One study examined serious
adverse effects (physical restraints),
and reported a slight reduction in
the important outcome of physical
restraint use in a home like model of
care compared to a traditional
design (MD between the home like
model of care and traditional design
0.3% (95% CI 0.5% to 0.1%),
estimate weighted n = 74,449
participants at enrolment).
Authors' conclusions
There is currently insuf cient
evidence on which to draw
conclusions about the impact of
physical environment design
changes for older people living in
residential aged care. Outcomes
directly associated with the design
of the built environment in a
supported setting are dif cult to
isolate from other in uences such as
health changes of the residents,
changes to care practices over time
or different staff providing care
across shifts. Cluster randomised
trials may be feasible for studies of
refurbishment or speci c design
components within residential aged
care. Studies which use a non
randomised design or cluster
randomised trials should consider
approaches to reduce risk of bias to
improve the certainty of evidence.
Click here to download.
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VIDEOS
You’re never too deep in the woods, to walk
away from domestic abuse
An animated resource developed as a collaborative
project between Cork Kerry Community Healthcare,
HSE Refugee Resettlement Project with Yana North
C o r k D o m e s t i c V i o l e n c e Pr o j e c t , C u a n l e e
Refuge for Abused Women and Children, West Cork
Women Against Violence Project, Amal-Muslim
Women’s Association, Nasc and Clonakilty Friends of
Asylum Seekers Project. The animation addresses many
issues related to domestic abuse and brings to focus
the ways women can feel safer, the con dential
supports offered by Domestic Violence Services in
Ireland as well as interpretations supports available
through Womensaid.ie or by calling 1800 341
900 for help. English & Arabic versions available.
 لتتخــلص مــن الــعنف املــنزلــي،  لــن تــكون أب ـدًا فــي أعــماق الــغابــةArabic Version

The Apology - powerful short lm
The Apology publicly acknowledges the failures of the
Irish State with regards to housing policy and provision in
this country and is the rst public act from ‘Multi-Story Creative Engagement for Housing Change’, a project by
artists Fiona Whelan and Feidlim Cannon, and Housing
Action Now (HAN), developed through a unique online
collaborative arts process, exploring direct experiences
of housing injustice through collective writing and
performative story-telling.

A Tale of Neurodiversity
Neurodiversity is on the rise and neurodiverse children
suffer more than most - a fun song about the UK’s
outdated curriculum and its damaging impacts on the
neurodiverse, just as applicable to Ireland’s mainstream
curriculum.
#neurodiverse #autism #dyslexia #dyspraxia #dysgraphia
#tourettes #ADHD #dyscalculia #mentalhealth

PODCAST
CHADD’s podcasts—ADHD 365 and
All Things ADHD address a variety of
topics for anyone dealing with ADHD.
Listen for interventions, strategies, and
tips for parents, teens, adults and
professionals.
CHADD’s podcasts—ADHD 365 and All Things ADHD

fi

fi

fi

APPS & SOCIAL MEDIA
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APPS

ARTICLE

Instaread

Benevolent sexism - The French artist Emma, famous
for her comic on the ‘mental load’, illustrates how certain
‘friendly’ remarks can belittle women in the workplace.

Quench your thirst of knowledge in record
time! Instaread offers key insights from
thousands of bestselling books. Available in
audio & text. In 15 minutes.

Instaread for iOS

Instaread for Android

Minding is a 55-day course with
voice over. It has many different
m e d i t at i o n s t h at c u l t i v at e s
calmness, enhances clarity,
propagates compassion and
improves focus. There are also
short meditations designed for
busy days.

Minding for Android

Benevolent sexism- article in the Guardian

Minding for iOS

TWITTER
Visual Attention Therapy helps
brain injury and stroke survivors, as
well as struggling students, to
improve scanning abilities. It also
helps rehab professionals to assess
for neglect and provide more
ef cient and effective therapy for
attention de cits.

Visual Attention Therapy Lite for iOS
Visual Attention Therapy Lite for Android

ifsw @IFSW
IFSW is the global body for the profession
and together with its members strive for
social justice, human rights and inclusive,
sustainable social development
One Family @1familyireland
Ireland's organisation for one-parent
families, people sharing parenting &
separating. Call our askonefamily helpline:
0818 662212/01 662 9212.
Kinship Care (Ireland) @KinshipcareIrl
Kinship care is the full time care of
children and young people, by relatives or
friends. KCI believes that kinship families
deserve support and recognition.

fi

fi

APPS & SOCIAL MEDIA
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NEW PUBLICATIONS
& REPORTS (Ireland)
CAMPAIGN TO RESTORE ‘HUMAN RIGHTS’ TO THE IRISH CODE OF ETHICS.
An important blog post by SocialWorkers4Change on the always-interesting Reimagining Social Work
Collective site - click here. Campaign to restore ‘human rights’ to
our CORU Code of Ethics in Social Work is gaining traction.
The lived experience of care leavers in Ireland during the Covid-19 pandemic

ONE MORE ADVERSITY: THE LIVED EXPERIENCE OF
CARE LEAVERS IN IRELAND DURING THE COVID-19
PANDEMIC
Download the nal report for this study - click here. A study
exploring care leavers’ lived experiences of life in the time of
Covid-19 by EPIC and TCD. Commentary and copy on the EPIC
website here.

fi

fi

Good housing policy is good social policy. Indeed, what is little
appreciated is that good housing policy is good transport
policy, good health policy, good scal policy, good planning
policy, good gender policy, and so on. The list is almost endless.
Perhaps unsurprisingly, given how much money is spent on
housing from multiple perspectives, a lot of discussion and
analysis of housing – from policy to delivery – revolves not
around issues of regulation, transport, gender, health and so on,
but around the various internal sub-sectors of housing (private
rental, social and private housing) and their respective markets.
Issues in housing policy and outcomes are often couched in the
economic narratives of price, value, costs, yields and
opportunities. Indeed, due to the impact of (sometimes surprisingly ill-informed) discussion of the
economics of development and the emphasis on market impacts, much analysis of housing provision
sees construction as the beginning of the housing process rather than something that should be the
outcome of analysis of its relationship with other, related issues. In other words, the physical
manifestation of housing should be the culmination of other processes and not the start. Click here to
access the full report.
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NEW PUBLICATIONS
& REPORTS (Ireland)
In this Relationships Matter interview with Aoife Bairéad (@AoifeBairead), an Independent Social Worker
interested in attachment and trauma-informed systems, we discuss attachment styles in adulthood and the
important of the quality of our attachment relationship in infancy and early childhood. We consider the
impact of stress in pregnancy, the legacy of Mother and Baby Homes and the attachment trauma of
adoption. We talk about the merits the value of the Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) evidence base,
concerns around ACEs screening and implications for relational health and frontline practice. We discuss
how the courtroom can become a site of traumatic re-enactment in child protection cases and the merits
for trauma training for all frontline professionals, including lawyers and judges. We examine the necessity
for young people in care to feel cared for by their social worker and to have continuity in the relationship
over time. We discuss whether Tusla, the Child
and Family Agency is capable of becoming
trauma-informed, in the light of poor retention
rates, staff burn-out and the stress of working
in a high stakes environment with intense
media scrutiny.We explore the desirability of
reform of the care system, including the
involvement of people with lived experience in
paid advisory roles, and consider what
politicians and policy-makers can do to
promote safe, healthy relationships in
childhood.

THE EVIDENCE MODULE OUTCOMES FROM 2021
Systematic Narrative Reviews Abstracts 2021 - 1 (pagetiger.com)
Research & Evaluation Abstract 2021 - 1 (pagetiger.com)
Electronic versions of abstracts also available here.
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NEW PUBLICATIONS
& REPORTS
ADOLESCENT ADDICTION SERVICE REPORT 2022
•

2022 marks the25th Anniversary of the establishment of service in response to Heroin Crisis in
1990s

•

25% increase in referrals during 2021. But 10% of referrals were from outside of catchment area

•

80% increase in referrals from Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)

•

70% Male

•

Cannabis/Weed features as primary substance of use at 96%, followed by Benzodiazepines and
Cocaine at 16%, Ketamine 8%, Amphetamines 6% and 8% admitted to trying Nitrous Oxide on
occasion. In relation to Cannabis/Weed it was primarily smoked in a Joint but a number of young
people also reported consuming in edibles such as cookies, muf ns and jellies.

•

34% had been assigned a Juvenile Liaison Of cer (JLO)

•

90% seen for Family Therapy only
10% had Psychiatric Assessment

•

4% received short term prescription

Editorial
Probation and Mental Health: Do We Really Need Equivalence?
(C. BROOKER)
Mapping 50 years of NIACRO – Northern Ireland Association for
the Care and Resettlement of Offenders (B. FULTON, O. LYNER,
S. MARUNA and G. McNAULL)
Electronic Monitoring in Ireland: Disruptive Innovation, Affordance,
or a Technology in Search of a Rationale? (V. GEIRAN)
A Smarter Approach? Sentencing and Politics in England and Wales
(P. BOWEN)
‘We Cannot Do This Alone’ – A Co-designed, Multi-departmental
Strategy to Increase the Employment Prospects of People with
Criminal Records (S. CAFFERTY)

A Practitioner’s Response to ‘Tackling Substance Misuse from a
Problem-Solving Justice Approach’ (C. McNAMARA)

IRISH PROBATION JOURNAL
The full Journal is available on our website www.probation.ie
together with access to individual articles. Click here for the current
edition (open your downloads folder).
Substance Misuse and Supervision: An Examination of Drug and
Alcohol Misuse Among Probation Service Clients (L. ROONEY)

Providing a forum for sharing theory and
practice, increasing co-operation and
learning between the two jurisdictions,
developing debate about work with
people who have offended.

October 2021

Trauma-Informed Practice and the Criminal Justice System:
A Systematic Narrative Review (A. McANALLEN and E. McGINNIS)

Irish Probation
Journal

Volume 18

Click here to access the full report.

Irish Probation Journal

•

ISSN 1649-6396

Contents

Probation in Latvia: ‘For a Safer Society’ (S. STIVRINA and
D. ZIEDINA)

Violent Female Offenders: An Exploration of Adversity, Trauma,
and Offending Behaviour in a Sample of Females Supervised by the
Probation Board for Northern Ireland (H. AL HASSAN)
Building Bridges to Successful Reintegration (A. MEYLER)
Restorative Justice with Adults who Have Offended
(A. McLAUGHLIN)

‘Money Mules’: Exploited Victims or Collaborators in
Organised Crime? (R. PICKLES)

J-ARC: An Interagency Initiative to Reduce Prolific Offending
(A. BOURKE)

IPJ Cover Vol 18 CL.indd 1

Volume 18
October 2021

19/09/2021 11:09

FIFTH EDITION OF REPORT ON PROGRESS IN THE PENAL
SYSTEM (PIPS)

fi

fi

fi

This report, published by the Irish Penal Reform Trust (IPRT) provides an
overarching review of the overall progress across the lifetime of the PIPS
project against thirteen key standards set in the rst edition of PIPS in
2017 and is available here to download.
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TWO ACADEMIC INSIGHTS PAPERS
PUBLISHED
Two short papers in the Academic Insights
series by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of
Probation (HMIP) have nee published in the
past few weeks. A paper by Prof. Kieran
McCartan summarising the recent Council of
Europe standards on the assessment,
treatment and reintegration of people
accused or convicted of a sexual offence, is
available here to download.

Refining processes in policy and practice in working with
people accused or convicted of a sexual offence
Kieran F. McCartan
HM Inspectorate of Probation
Academic Insights 2022/01

JANUARY 2022

Transforming outcomes: social impact measurement and
youth justice
Dr Claire Paterson-Young

HM Inspectorate of Probation
Academic Insights 2022/02

FEBRUARY 2022

The paper by Dr. Claire Paterson-Young on social
impact measurements and youth justice, summarising
the value of social impact measurements for
organisations to evaluate their achievements,
strengths and weaknesses, is available here to
download.
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Research briefs
USING RESEARCH EVIDENCE IN YOUR PRACTICE
Are you wondering how to begin a conversation around using evidence in your practice with your team/
supervisor/clients? Why not try one of the following ideas:
1. Read a relevant research article and discuss it with your Supervisor.
2. Recommend that your team read a relevant research article and discuss it at your next team meeting.
3. Provide a relevant research article/research summary to the families you are working with. Use it to start
a discussion around issues clients are facing at your next meeting.
4. Think critically about the research article(s) you have read and the research it contains. Some questions
to consider include:
• What additional questions do you have after reading it?
• What more do you want to know?
• What methodology was used in this study?
• What are the limitations and strengths of this type of methodology?
• What are the key characteristics of the population involved in the study?
• Are there similarities and/or differences between this population and the children and families I am
working with?
• How might this impact the relevance and applicability of this research to my practice?
• Where was this research carried out? E.g. in a rural/urban setting? In Ireland? Europe?
• Are issues of culture and ethnicity considered in this research?
• What do the results indicate?
• Can I apply these ndings to my practice? What do I need to consider before doing so?
Consider the ndings of relevant research in the context of client preferences and values, case
circumstances and your organizational context, and practitioner knowledge and experience.

fi

fi

Remember: Using evidence in your practice will look different in every organisational context, for every
practitioner, and with each client you work with.
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Practice signposts provide links to high-quality, research-informed databases and publications. Some of
the databases at a quick glance may seem too medical/health orientated, but contain great resources to
support social work and allied professionals’ practice.
OPEN ACCESS RESEARCH DATABASES:
RIAN - Irish Open Access Research Archive - click
here
Trinity Access Research Archive (TARA) - click here
Cork Open Research Archive (CORA) - click here
Galway Open Access Research Archive (ARAN) click here

RESEARCH DATA ARCHIVES:
Irish Qualitative Data Archive - click here

OPEN ACCESS (FREE) JOURNALS
Journal of Early and Intensive Behaviour
Intervention; International Journal of Child and
Adolescent Resilience (IJCAR; Journal of Global
Social Work Practice; International Journal of High
Risk Behaviours and Addictions; Journal of
Indigenous Social Development; Critical Social
Work; International Journal of Child, Youth & Family
Studies; The Irish Journal of Applied Social Studies;
Comparative Migration Studies; Irish Social Worker.

Irish Social Science Data Archive (ISSDA) - click here

SYSTEMATIC REVIEW DATABASES:
Cochrane Collaboration Library - click here

Irish Social Sciences Platform - click here

Campbell Collaboration Library - click here

Practice signposts: data sources
to support your practice

PRACTICE GUIDANCE, DATABASES &
PUBLICATIONS:
Addiction Technology Transfer Centre Network
(USA) - click here
CES - Centre for Effective Services - click here
Child and Family Agency Publications and Reports click here
Drug and Alcohol Information and Support
(drugs.ie) - click here
Growing Up in Ireland - national longitudinal study
of children. Click here
HSE Health Promotion Publications - click here
HSE Publications and Reports - click here

HRB National Drugs Library - click here
HUB na nÓg Young: Voices in Decision-Making click here
NICE - National Institute for Health and Clinical
Excellence (UK) - click here
Mindfulness Based Relapse Prevention Resources
(free audio tracks) - click here
North South Child Protection Hub - click here
Probation Service Publications - click here
Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE) - click
here
@PracticeLinks
@UCCsocialwork
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