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Margarita declaration on Climate Change
Social PreCOP Preparatory Meeting,
July 15 -18, 2014
Margarita Island, Venezuela

Changing the system, not the climate

“Education must look like the society we dream of. It must be revolutionary 
and transform reality. If it cannot undertake such transformations, it does 
not work. Education and communication are the cornerstones for 
transformation.”



• Origins of Climate Justice – implications for education

• Theoretical approaches and inspirations

• Popular education for environmental justice

• Opportunities for climate justice education



Climate Justice

Origins of climate justice
• Climate justice movement

• Mary Robinson Foundation

• Fossil industry frontline

Content of curriculum
• System change not climate change 
• Critical Political Ecology
• Science, policy, human rights
• Liberal political philosophy
• Pedagogy of the Oppressed
• Learning through praxis



Inspirations 

Popular education

Critical pedagogy

Social movement learning

Eg Jim Crowther, Ian Martin, Mae Shaw 

Eg Henry Giroux, Stephen Brookfield, Joyce Canaan

Eg Griff Foley, Budd Hall, Dip Kapoor, Anne Harley, Jonathon Langdon etc

Paulo Freire



Popular education is understood to be popular, as distinct from merely 
populist, in the sense that it is:
• rooted in the real interests and struggles of ordinary people
• overtly political and critical of the status quo
• committed to progressive social and political change.

The process of popular education has the following general characteristics:
• its curriculum comes out of the concrete experience and material 

interests of people in communities of resistance and struggle
• its pedagogy is collective, focused primarily on group as distinct from 

individual learning and development
• it attempts, wherever possible, to forge a direct link between 

education and social action 
(Crowther, Martin and Shaw 1999:4).



Climate change as waste stream of 
fossil fuel industrial capitalism
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Environmental justice struggles



Agents for Environmental Justice



Opportunities 



REEL NEWS American Climate Rebels

Opportunities: film

https://reelnews.co.uk/2019/04/29/all-reelnews-campaigns/environment/watch-episode-3-of-american-climate-rebels-here/


Amount Used
1870-2011:

515
GtC

Amount 
Remaining:

275
GtC

Total Carbon 
Budget:

790
GtC

Opportunities 



Opportunities
Trade unions and 
the just transition 



Opportunities: here come the COPs
• UNCED, Rio de Janeiro 1992 - FCCC
• CoP 3 Kyoto 1997 Protocol 
• CoP 15 Copenhagen 2009 crisis
• 2010 Cochabamba 

• First Peoples’ World Conference on Climate 
Change and the Rights of Mother Earth

• CoP 17 2011 Durban: commitment 
• CoP 19 2013 Warsaw mass walkout
• 2014 Social Pre-CoP process

• Margarita declaration
• CoP 21 Paris 2015 Agreement
• CoP 25 Brazil Chile Madrid 2019
• CoP 26 Glasgow 2020 2021

COP26 Coalition Online People’s Summit

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/from-the-ground-up-global-gathering-for-climate-justice-tickets-123492698987?aff=erelexpmlt


Amount Used
1870-2011:

515
GtC

Amount 
Remaining:

275
GtC

Total Carbon 
Budget:

790
GtC

65% of our carbon budget compatible with a 2°C goal already used
Ipcc.ch

Opportunities: 
critical science pedagogy

Who is responsible?
Who benefits?



https://ourworldindata.org/per-capita-co2

https://ourworldindata.org/per-capita-co2


Oxfam



Education for systemic change



I will not dance to your beat 
Nnimmo Bassey

I will not dance to your beat

If you call plantations forests

I will not sing with you

If you privatise my water

I will confront you with my fists

If climate change means death to me but business to you

I will expose your evil greed

If you don’t leave crude oil in the soil

Coal in the hole and tar sands in the land

I will confront and denounce you

If you insist on carbon offsetting and other do-nothing 

false solutions

I will make you see red

If you keep talking of REDD and push forest communities 

away from their land

I will drag you to the Climate Tribunal

If you pile up ecological debt

& refuse to pay your climate debt

I will make you drink your own medicine

If you endorse genetically modified crops

And throw dust into the skies to mask the sun

I will not dance to your beat

Unless we walk the sustainable path

And accept real solutions & respect Mother Earth

Unless you do

I will not &

We will not dance to your beat
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