Future trends in Gastrointestinal Health 

Millions of people worldwide suffer from Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD), a chronic debilitating disease which involves inflammation of the intestine and includes Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis.  This week, (November 29th) sees the country’s leading Gastroenterologists, Hepatologists, Pathologists, Surgeons, Endoscopy and Hepatology Nurses and Researchers gather in Dublin to discuss the latest developments in gastrointestinal health at the Irish Society of Gastroenterology Winter Meeting.

Professor Stephan Targan,  Director of the Inflammatory Bowel Disease Center, the Immunobiology Research Institute and the Division of Gastroenterology at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center and  holder of the Feintech Family Chair in Inflammatory Bowel Disease at Cedars- Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles, will give the Keynote Lecture “The Changing Role of Biologics for Inflammatory Bowel Disease as we approach 2008.”  Professor Targan’s research programmes are primarily focused on immunopathologic mechanisms, novel therapeutics, and the translation of basic science findings for use in diagnosis, prognosis and targeted therapeutic selection in IBD.

In addition to inflammatory bowel disease, topics for discussion will include clinical diagnostic dilemmas in gastroenterology, food & health, probiotics, intestinal immunity and medico-legal aspects of gastroenterology. 

The conference will feature presentations by key  Irish scientists and clinicians including Professor Mike Gibney, Institute of Food and Health, University College Dublin; Professor Colin Hill, Department of Microbiology and Alimentary Pharmabiotic Centre, University College Cork; Professor Luke O’Neill, School of Biochemistry and Immunology, Trinity College Dublin and Dr Seamus O’Mahony, Cork University Hospital, as well as oral and poster presentations by researchers from all over Ireland.

More than 300 delegates will be welcomed to the meeting by Professor Fergus Shanahan, President of the Irish Society of Gastroenterology and Director of the Alimentary Pharmabiotic Centre, University College Cork, which is being held at Clontarf Castle Hotel on November 29-30th 2007. 

The Conference is organised by the Irish Society for Gastroenterology, an all-island (North and South) assembly in conjunction with UCC’s Alimentary Pharmabiotic Centre, a gastrointestinal health research centre funded by Science Foundation Ireland and industry.

Programme

Thursday November 29th 2007

08.30
Meeting of Non Executive Board ISG
08.30 
Registration 

09.15 
Oral Presentations (1 – 9)


Chairs: Dr Paul Neary, Dr Maeve Skelly
10.45 
Coffee, Poster Viewing & Trade Display

11.15
Three Irish Scientists

Chairs: Prof Fergus Shanahan, Prof John Crowe

1. Metabolomics and the science of metabolic signatures 

Prof Mike Gibney 

Institute of Food and Health, University College Dublin

2. Probiotics for the prevention of infection; an evidence-based alternative?

Prof Colin Hill 

Department of Microbiology and Alimentary Pharmabiotic Centre, University College Cork



3. Toll-like receptors – gateway to the gut

Prof Luke O’Neill 

School of Biochemistry and Immunology, Trinity College, Dublin

12.45 
Lunch, Poster Viewing & Trade Display

14.00  
Oral Presentations (10 - 20)

Chairs: Prof Colm O'Morain, Dr Barbara Ryan 

16.10
Coffee, Poster Viewing & Trade Display
16.30
State-of-the-Art Lecture

Chair:
Dr Richard Farrell

IBD 2007: A Model Disease for Merging Basic, Translational and Clinical  Science
Prof Stephan Targan

Inflammatory Bowel Disease Center and Immunobiology Research Institute, 
Cedars Sinai Medical Centre, Los Angeles, USA

Friday November 30th


Chairs:  Prof Fergus Shanahan, Dr Susanne Norris

09.00
Open Clinical Plenary  


09.40
Keynote Lecture
The Changing Role of Biologics for Inflammatory Bowel Disease as we approach 2008
Prof Stephan Targan

Inflammatory Bowel Disease Center and Immunobiology Research Institute, 
Cedars Sinai Medical Centre, 

Los Angeles, USA
10.25
Medico- legal aspects of IBD


Dr Seamus O’Mahony

Cork University Hospital

11.00 
Coffee, Poster Viewing & Trade Display
11.30
Medical & Surgical Case Presentations


Roast the Experts



Chair: 
Dr Paud O’Regan


Panel: 
Prof Stephan Targan, Dr Richard Farrell, Dr Barbara 
Ryan, Dr John Collins, Mr Micheal O'Riordain

13.00
Presentation of Awards

