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It gives me very great pleasure to express a most
warm welcome to Ireland to all who have come here to take part

in the World University Debating Championships.

May you enjoy your stay among us and take away
with you pleasant memories of a country whose people are not
unknown for their love of words or for their skill in

persuasive eloguence.

May you enjoy your participation in the Worla
University Debating Championships in Dublin to which I wish

every success.
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On behalf of the People of Dublin I wish to extend a
hearty welcome to all the participants in the World
Debating Championships.

Our City is proud to host this prestigeous event. Dublin is
famous for its contribution to literature and colourful speach,
so it is entirely appropraite that we should welcome the
world's best debators to our City.

You have come to a City where wit and chat and charm are plentiful.
You will find no shortage of opinion or argument here. Dublin,

I assure you, will demand the best of your talents as speakers

and persuaders; but I know you will enjoy the challenge.

Make the best of your stay in Dublin - I know it will be a happy
and memorable one. '

With every good wish.
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ALDERMAN BERTIE AHERN T.D.,
LORD MAYOR OF DUBLIN
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Oifig an Taoisigh
Office of the Taoiseach

Decembher, 1986.

Mr. Jonathan Barton,

Managing Director,

World Debating Championships 1987,
UCD Students' Union Centre,

Dublin 4.

Dear Mr. Barton,

I am delighted to welcome the participants in the World
University, Debating Championships to Ireland. This is the
first time the Championships are being held in Ireland -
indeed, I believe, in Europe. The fact that we have been so
honoured is due mainly to the very high calibre of the
representatives from Ireland who participated in the
Championships in recent vears.

Naturally, as an Irishman, T must be partisan and hope that we
will secure our third straight victory but in the process I am
looking forward to a dazzling display of wit an?d sophistry,
leavened by profundity. 1In Ireland, we have a considerable
tradition of debating skills ranging from the public house
philosopher best caputured in the pages of Myles na Gopaleen to
a statesman with the polish and insight of Edmond Burke.

We are, therefore, well placed to appreciate the excellence of
our visiting teams. I feel they can be assured of a warm
responsive and lively welcome and I hope they enjoy their stay
in }qeland. May the best team win.
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Garret FltzGerald‘ T.D.,
Taoigeach.

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2.
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2.




10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER

It is with great pieasure that I send a message of
support to the United Kingdom teams taking part in the 1987
World Debating Championships.

We live in an age when too many people shout for
attention when they should be arguing rationally. So it is
important that the tradition of vigorous but peaceful debate
- the bedrock of democracy - thrives on a global scale.

The success of Irish teams in winning the Championships
for the last two years 1is evidence that the tradition of
debate is as strong in Ireland as anywhere in the world.

I hope that one of the United Kingdom participants
emulates the team success of Glasgow University in the 1983
Championships. But my sincerest wish is for the continuing

success of these Championships and for the strengthening of
our shared democratic traditions of debate.

May the best arguments win.

—

) o i

NOVEMBER 1986

Page



UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

PRESIDENT PRESIDENT'S OFFICE

PATRICK MASTERSON MA PhD ADMINISTRATION BU:

DUBLIN 4

TELEPHONE 693244

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome the participants in the
World Debating Championships. The Literary and Historical Society,
the organiser of this championship, is our oldest society in
University College Dublin, with a significant history back to its
foundation in 1855 as the debating society of the Catholic
University of Ireland. In the one hundred and thirty-two years

of its existence the Society has been the forum where students

of every generation have learned the art of oratory and the skills
of debate. It numbers among its former members many renowned
speakers, who subsequently became distinguished in public life

and in every profession and vocation.
I wish success to the competitors in this championship, which I am

sure will be an event of interest and enjoyment to all those

involved with it, whether as speakers or audience.

Patrick Masterson

President

17 December 1986
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THE WORLD DEBATING CHAMPIONSHIPS OFFICIAL
JOURNAL 1987
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The Literary & Historical Society

President: Dr. Patrick Masterson.
Vice-Presidents: Prof. Daniel A. Binchy, Dr. Conor Cruise-O'Brien, Dr. Cyril Cusack, Prof. R. Dudley Edwards, Vincent GroganSC.,
The Hon. John Kenny, Sedn MacBride S.C., Prof. James F. Meenan, Richie Ryan.

Editorial
"DE BLINDS IS DOWN"

An occasion such as the "Worlds", or a forum such as this, a commemorative magazine is no

place to wash the dirty linen of the L & H. It does however afford an opportunity to highlight

some of the possibilities if offers. To host this prestigious event is the greatest honour that the

debating world can bestow on any society. It is a fitting tribute to the L & H but certainly no
cause for self-congratulation. Such accolades can mask the reality.

That the L&H is healthy at grassroots level is clear to even the most casual observer. The level
of energy and enthusiasm generated over the past two months exemplifies all that is good about
the society. But that energy and enthusiasm must not be dissipated and squandered through
fractious argument and intermnecine intrigue. We have had too much of that. Too many people
have invested their time and energy in thie enterprise. Their faith and goodwill can no longer be
taken for granted. The society must heed the warnings of recent times nad mend its ways. It is
its members and not a mere junta or cabal.

This society has one of the proudest traditions of any debating union in the world. That
tradition must be jealously guarded by the society's members. It must strive to maintain its
preeminence at the forefront of Irish debating and it must pursue this aim ruthlessly.To fail is to
accept the consequences of decline to the esoteric and the mediocre.

EDITORIAL BOARD ADVERTISING PROMOTION
Conor Murphy
Paul.White AND DISTRIBUTION
Leslie Kelly Bemard Ryan

Colm O'hQOisin

Susan Towers
CONTRIBUTORS Yvonne Thunder
David Norris Melanie Morris
Sean Mc Bride S.C. Kate Lennon
Hugh Kenny Yvonne Judge
Denjs Car.roll D.D. Darius Whelan
Cyril White Ph.D. Joseph Mc Donagh
Gary Holbrook
Shane Murphy COVER DESIGN
Damien Crawford Hubert Montag
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TOLERANCE, LIBERALISM AND

THE EIGHTIES
BY DENIS CARROLL D.D.

I am asked to pen some
brief reflections on
tolerance. To bear with
one another is not only
a Christian virtue. It is
also a prime necessity
for social living. If a
degree of mutual
tolerance - to bear with
difference - is not
attained then a society
sinks into recrim-
ination, division and
chaos. It is always a
sign of insecurity when
people cannot tolerate
difference, when they
victimise or ostracise
the outsider, the non-
conformist and the
loner.

In the first place, then, I want
to contest the oppositions or
dualisms we set up between
black and white, man and
woman, poor and rich. All
too frequently, we set off
mind against body, thought
against feeling, rationality
against spontaneity. Up to
now, whites have oppressed
blacks, men have oppressed
women, rich have oppressed
poor. I am always glad to
see these oppositions and
oppressions called in
question. The best of
Christian vision - which is
also a humanist vision -
questions these dualisms and
oppressions. Thus, it drives
us to ask why these occur
and what we can do to grow
beyond them.
Simultaneously, we are
brought to see that tolerance
is not a weak, spineless
thing. It is a demanding
programme which demands
self-criticism and cons-
iderable asceticism,

I welcome the emphasis in
the Christian tradition that the
human person is sacred. The
medieval adage runs: Res
sacra homo. Where such a
principle is given effect,
human rights have a base
safe from the erosion of
political pragmatism or
religious fanaticism.

Likewise, 1 welcome the

more recent stress in
Christian circles on justice
and sustainability. There is a
very worthwhile study by the
World Council of Churches
entitled "towards a Just and
Sustainable Society”. This,
for me, hits the right note. If
we can bring together the
sacredness of the person and
the demands - both economic
and ecological - of a
sustainable society then we
shall be doing well. For
myself, 1 believe that a
beacon light of that
conjuncture of social justice
and human rights is the
people's revolution in
Nicaragua. It is a scandal
that the United States regime
persists in its sordid attempts
to destabilise the
democratically elected
government there,

Were | writing in the sixties
or seventies I would have
developed the theme of
liberal tolerance. Without
denying the values of those
years I wish to make a
different point now. [ believe
we have to move from a
merely liberal to a radical
agenda. The liberal promise
with its optimism and love of
freedom seemed to herald an
emancipation from older
structures which had become
oppressive and confining. In
the sixties one was proud to
be part of the liberal
programme in both civil and
ecclesiastical matters.

Now, I am no longer sure of
how far liberalism can take
us. Inlreland, as elsewhere,
the liberal programme has
shown its own ambiguity. In
the first place, it picked soft
targets. The Catholic
Church, the G.A.A., the
Irish language became easy
game for low cost moral
indignation. The ideal of a
desirable society seemed to
be emancipation from
restriction in sexual matters.
Ironically, social legislation
came to refer not to
legislation for the distribution
of scarce resources but to
legislation on divorce,

abortion and contraception.
In a sense, liberalism did not
go beyond endorsing the
fast-chancing, upwardly
mobile consumer society.

I am not arguing for the
restoration of authoritarian
values or outmoded
traditional assumptions.
Rather, I want to question the
liberal "new right" which is
vocal in business, political
and university circles. Since
my space is limited, I will
simply detail some
assumptions - dear to the
"new right" - which I feel
should be strongly contested.

- that the growing gap
between a deprived minority
and a relatively well-off
majority is to be tolerated. It
is sometimes said that social
progress must await further
economic advance. Eco-
nomics must not be allowed
to dominate our values. |
would argue that we need to
re-examine our social policies
along the lines of the recent
report from the Commission
on Social Welfare. Yet, we
have a duty as a society to
afford a minimum income to
those who otherwise cannot
live in basic comfort.

- that Ireland's interests are
best consulted by polite
subservience to the U.S. and
Britain. The Nobel and
Lenin peace prize winner,
Sean McBride, reminded us
that Ireland's interests and
natural sympathies lie with
certain third world countries
which struggle to throw off
the yoke of post-colonial
dependency.

- that we need to show
"good faith" to British
politicians and that the "good
faith" of  British
establishment can be taken
for granted. The lesson of
the Birmingham Six and the
Guildford Four and the
Maguire family may not yet
aave sunk in, Thus we
witness the unseemly haste
of the present government to
enact extradition preceedings
which are grossly careless
about possible injustice to
Irish citizens who may fall
foul of the British legal
system.
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A WORD FROM OUR DIRECTOR

BY JONATHAN BARTON, CHAMPIONSHIP DIRECTOR

The success of this championships is
due to the dedicated work of a great
bunch of students working
voluntarily over many months,
missing lectures as well as a normal
social life, they are the reason we are
here this week.

It all started with Declan Kirrane - in his time
as Championships Director, he laid the
foundations of what we have this week, it
was Declan's conception of what the World
Debating Championships could be that
provided us with a goal to aim for. Our
wonderful venue, tonight is thanks to his
hard work, both in organising the venue and
in obtaining patronage for it. The State
Reception is also a credit to his hard work as
is the administrative framework set up in his
time as Director.

In my time as Championships Director, in
order to bring these championships to the
point of being possible, I have called on and
received the support of many dozens of
people - too many to deal with in detail.
However 1 feel I must select particular
people.

In the last months, I have had many reasons
to be grateful to Bernard Ryan - he has been
my right hand man throughout and with his
dedication and organisational ability we
would not have a successful Championships.
Together with Ian Carton, Bernard took on
the mamouth task of dealing with
competitor's problems by telephone and
letter. The sheer volume of work involved
was unique to this area. Colm O hOQisin's
enthusiasm and commitment, both as Debates
Convenor and his many good ideas in all
areas have been a constant boost. Yvonne
Judge has managed to combine a full-time job
with a tremendous amount of work in fields
as diverse as sponsorship and Public
Relations. The importance of this
Championships to UCD as a whole was a
particular theme of both Kate Lennon and
Darius Whelan's participation, at a crucial
time of low morale, Kate helped us renew
our enthusiam and made us believe this
competition could actually happen. Darius -
at a time of personal bereavement showed
great courage and dedication to the
Championships in the unenviable job of
making the books balance,

Denise McDonald almost single handedly
conducted the sponsorship drive. Her energy
and good humour drove our sponsorship
team to achieve great things. The editors of

the Visitor's guide - Peter Cross, Orla
Dermody and Garret Breen have produced an
admirable guide to Dublin. My thanks to
Melanie Morris and Joe McDonagh who have
kept the PR front buzzing. Joe has also been
a great help to Colm as Debates Convenor.
Stephen Brien has shown a consistent
commitment to the many areas which he has
been assigned particularly with his flair as
Systems Analyst in deciding the tournament
structure. 1 am very grateful to Mary
Donnelly for her hard work in selling tickets
for the final.

Apart from fellow students I wish to
acknowledge the support and advice of Mr
Gerry Horkan - Senior Administrator of the
Student’s Union and of the Registrar of the
College, Dr John Kelly, on behalf of the
College, our Senior Treasurer, Mr Tom
Cooney has been a constant support with his
friendly and helpful advice.

Of professional help given freely to the
Championships 1 should like to thank
particularly Mr Finn Lyden for his financial
and other advice and Mr Lorcan Walsh for
his essential direction of PR.

Due to limited space, I can only thank the
following in a general way, to all of them for
their hard work I owe a great personal debt:
Anna De Courcy, Adrian Fitzgibbon,
Graham Hanlon, Aine Hynes, Leslie Kelly,
Dave Kelly, John Chambers, Monica Leech,
Conor Murphy, Johnny McDonald, Declan
McHugh, Patricia O'Connell, Joe
O'Sullivan, Declan O'Sullivan, Mark
Humphries, Maeve Taylor, Margaret
O'Riordan, Paul White, Philip Nolan, Louis
Curran, Audrey Burke, Tim McNulty, Kevin
McDermott, Yvonne Thunder, Susan
Towers. A very special word of thanks to
Michelle Morris and Annette Treanor for
putting up with us in the Union General
Office for so long and for all their help.

I am very grateful to our excellent
adjudicators who gave up their Christman
holidays to help out, also our many stewards
and ticket seller. Congratulations to Conor
Murphy, Paul White and Leslie Kelly for
their excellent job on the Commemorative
Magazine.

Finally, the World Debating Championships
is the largest ever Intervarsity event to come
to U.C.D. and I am very proud to have been
involved with it.
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JAMES JOYCE AND THEL & H

BY DAVID P.B. NORRIS, B.A.
Dept of Modern English, Trinity College Dublin

The Literary and Historical Society
of U.C.D. has like all such
university debating societies, its fair
share of distinguished past members.
However there can be no dispute as
to the brightest star historically
speaking in this particular
undergraduate firmament. The fact
that James Joyce took membership of
the society shortly after its re-
formation in 1897 was elected to its
executive in 1898 and aspired to the
splendidly inappropriate post of
treasurer is almost as startling as if
Shakespeare had been a member of
the Oxford union.

Meetings of the society were held in the old
physics theatre of 86 St. Stephen's Green, a
smallish auditorium by today's standards,
then fitted with raked seating. Joyce attended
the sessions regularly, often in the company
of his acid-tongued younger brother
Stanislaus, later to become Professor of
English at the University of Trieste.
Stanislaus was inclined to be dismissive of
the proceedings writing later that "the timid
or patriotic debates were almost uniformly
depressing to hear”, and recounts how when
a rather precious young man called Hugh
Boyle Kennedy delivered a paper on " The
War Machine - a state necessity”, a Jesuit
member of staff, putting aside the discretion
normally associated with that order was
drawn to remark that "The sewing machine -
a domestic necessity" would have been a
more appropriate topic. This same Kennedy
was one of the first to attack Joyce for what
was perceived as literary heresy when the
young writer read the first of his two
celebrated papers on 20th January 1899.
This paper was "Drama and life" and was
considered very advanced and daring because
of its exploration of the ideas of Ibsen,
Hauptman and Maeterlinck. On this occasion
John Stanislaus Joyce - the author's father
also attended more out of parental loyalty than
interest in literature and has left as a
description of the event in which his skill as a
raconteur captures some of the atmosphere
that must have reigned in the Physics theatre
"of course I knew Hugh Kennedy, now
Chief Justice of the Free State. He was a
schoolfellow of Jim's. He was at Belvedere
College with Jim. I don't know much about
him except his ugliness. By the Holy God
you could put him up to frighten anybody -

he would frighten the horses off their feet,
Oh Yes! I saw him making a holy show of
himself in the college. Jim was reading a
paper on some subject - You know Jim had a
great flow of language. There was a debate
and Kennedy took exception to something
Jim had said. At last Jim stood up and my
God he spoke for half an hour and he left
Kennedy in a condition that he was not fit to
be washed. I often told Jim to go for the bar,
for he had a great flair of language and he
speaks better than he writes”. If Mr Joyce's
contention that his son spoke better than he
wrote then the meetings of the L & H at the
turn of the century must have been
remarkable indeed. Joyce's own description
of the events of that evening can be found in
the first draft version of "A Portrait of the
Artist as a Young Man", published
posthumously under the title "Stephen Hero".

Whatever the conflict of opinions on aesthetic
matters a good deal of excitment was caused
by Joyce's paper and the debate that followed
it was continued well beyond the prescribed
closing time of 10 p.m. despite strenous
efforts on the part of the college porters to
quench the symposiasts. Not everyone who
took part in this intellectual Boston Tea party
was equally equipped to deal with the issues
involved. When Joyce on being asked who
he would like to chair the meeting replied
ironically "Henrik Ibsen" he was first startled
when the secretary W.P. Coyne asked for his
address, and then amused in glancing down
to see that Coyne had noted the name as
"Henry Gibson".

Joyce's paper on Drama and life" had in part
been regarded as so controversial that
attempts were made by the college authorities
to prevent its delivery. These manoevres
were skillfully outwitted by Joyce who
already exhibited considerable machiavellian
skills. These were not to be required two
years later when he read his second paper this
time on the poet James Clarence Mangan. To
his audience Mangan was familiar, safe and
Irish and therfore preferable to the "foreign
filth" he had previously afflicted on them.
Neverthless the comparatively innocuous
nature of the subject did not protect him from
attack from the usual sources. Louis J.
Walsh the boy orator and McGonaglesque
bad poet in particular launched into high
flown rhetorical invective. Joyce rewarded
him by having Gerty McDowell in Ulysses
select one of his most maukish ditties "Art
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thou real my ideal” as an example of poetic
beauty. There could be no more
surreptitiously damning criticism. But in
addition to his usual style of savage brilliance
Joyce could also be generous and humane in
debate and Eugene Sheehy movingly recalls
in the Centenary History of the L & H how
when he made his maiden speech and
overcome by nervousness broke down
hopelessly, Joyce took him kindly by the arm
as he left the theatre and said “Eugene, you
have gone up a lot in my estimation!”

Joyce himself was seen by his
contemporaries as but one member of a bright
and enthusiastic generation.  James
Fitzgerald-Kenney recalled "He had a very
good appearance and an excellent delivery.,
But none of us thought we were listening to a
man who would be, one day a world figure
in literature”. So let us all beware. 1t could
happen again. Who knows with certainty
what strange literary beast may this moment
slouching towards theatre M in Belfield to be
born.

THE
CHAMPIONSHIP

WEEK

Sunday: 10 am - 6 pm
9pm-1am
Monday - 9am-5 pm
Wednesday
Monday: 7 pm- 10 pm
Tuesda
Wednesday:
Thursday:
8 pm
9pm
Friday:
8 pm -10 pm
Saturday: 6 pm
7 pm
8 pm

Registration of teams in the Montrose Hotel.
Ceili. Ballroom of Montrose Hotel.

Three rounds of debate daily for all competitors,
in UCD.

Joint Embassies reception in conference centre, UCD.

Shopping evening'in town.
Disco at "Fresh"

New Year's Eve Ball. Mansion House.

Racing at Fairyhouse.
L & H meeting in Montrose Hotel.
Announcement of top 16 teams.

Quarter and semi-finals at UCD.
State reception hosted by An Taoiseach, Dr. Garret
Fitzgerald at the Royal Hospital, Kilmainham.

Civic reception in Mansion House.
Pre-final reception, Earlsfort Terrace.
Final in National Concert Hall.
Chairman, Mr. John Hume, MEP, MP.
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GOING WEST

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

IS A RELATIVELY NEW

DEPARTURE FOR IRISH DEBATERS. PROFESSOR GARY HOLBROOK IS THE

MAN BEHIND THIS PHENOMENON.

Since its inception in 1960, The
IRISH TIMES debating competition
has developed into the most important
national event in the university
debating calender.

In recent years, the competition has gained
even more prestige among Irish students by
virtue of the prize awaiting the best team and
best individual. Since 1980, the victorious
threesome have been treated to a three week
tour of American colleges, debating a series of
topics, under the paternal eye of Prof. Gary
H. Holbrook from the Speech
Communications Department of the

Metropolitan State College at Denver,
Colarado.

Professor Holbrook sees his annual co-
ordination of the series as a ten-year obligation
which he initiated in 1980 and which he hopes
will have sufficient momentum of its own to
carry on without him at the helm into the next
decade. Holbrook had always been aware
that since 1924, teams from Oxford and
Cambridge had been making an annual
debating tour of the U.S. When he realised in
1979 (what has been clear to Irish debaters for
much longer) that the standard of debate
among Irish students is never less thun equal
to their British counterparts, he began to
organise what has since become the annual
tour.

The giant American brewers Adolph Coors
were persuaded by Holbrook to sponsor the
initial tour which took place early in 1980 and
was a complete success. Coors continued to
fund the series until the tour of 1983 and since
then the venture has been jointly sponsored by
the IRISH TIMES and the FRIENDS OF THE
IRISH DEBATERS SERIES, a non-profit
organization set up by Holbrook and based in
Denver. Host colleges are required to pay
$200 per visit and to provide the Irish speakers
with food and lodgings. It is a system which
Holbrook says has worked well. The Irish
Debate Series is one of the most concrete
achievements of the Irish debating indusiry,
renowned more for its production of ideas
than for their execution. Holbrook sees its
success as generated by the contrast of
debating styles practised in Ireland and the
U.S. He clearly regards the Irish style as
superior and readily admits that from an
oratorical point of view, the Americans gain
far more than the Irish. However, he points
out that the Irish Debates Series has given
many Irish students their first taste of
transatlantic travel and that the overall
experience gained on tour is more than enough
to ensure the continuation of the series
indefinitely.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE WORLD DEBATING

COUNCIL

The L & H is proud to host this year's World Debating Championships and to continue the role
which Ireland has played at the forefront of international debating. The event marks a historic
point for the society. Never before in the 132 years of its history has it organised an event of
such magnitude. It is my hope that through this competition the world may have something to

learn both from the Irish debating tradition and from the ideas and values which have caried
this country through its long and varied history.

Before you decide which personal computer to
install come and see the PC that's been designed to
become more of a friend in need. You see, not only is the
Wang Professional menu dnven, making it easier and
fnendher to use than any other PC. Butit also won't
become obsofete when your business requirements change.

On top of thatit'll run all the best software available
for your particular application needs. And, because it
offers you total integration with other Wang products, it's
the perfect investment towards building a future sysiem.
A very powerful 16 bit PC that provides you with all the
unique benefits of Wang word and data processing. In
fact, all round faster, superior and far friendher, it offers
you everything you need from a personal computer.
Indeed, once you've spent time warking with the Wang
Prclessional computer it be difficult not to think of it
as a fnend

Professional

For a demonsiration of the Wang PC and its impressive
capabilities wisit or nng:-

WANG IRELAND LIMITED
WANG HOUSE,
HARCOURT CENTRE,
HARCOURT STREET,
DUBLIN 2.
Tel: 757931 Telex: 90972 WANGEL
PCl




AUSTRALIA

Adclaide University

Melbourne University

CANADA

McGill University

Royal Military Collcge,
Canada

Saint Lawrence University
University of Western
Ontario

University of Ottawa

University of Toronto

(sponsored by Fred Hanna's Limited)

Vicloria University,Toronto

ENGLAND

Brascnose College,
Oxford

Cambridge University
Union

Imperial College, London

Inner Temple Debating
Society

London School of
Economics

University of Bristo!
University of Swansca

University of Liverpool

Competitors Attendin:

Simon Stretton
Anthony Durkin
Francis Greenslade
Peter Salu

Jenny Buckland
Peter Collins
Greg Hunt

Mary Woolridge

Matthew Mendelsohn
Charles O'Brien
Sarah Cross

Baila Lazarus
Domenic Romano
Paul Fitzgerald

Darrin Grey
lan Rennie

Brian Penrod
Katherine Walsh

Nicholas Bull
David Mutimer

Thomas Fournicr
Kcith Egli

Paul Paton

Tom Jonson
Stuart Olley
Justin MacGregor

Dianc Brady
Shirley Ann Brady

Robin Harper
William O'Shcer

Bradley Lander
Martin Todd

Katherine Davy
Adam Oycbanji
Charles Marquand
Susan Carr

Rory O'Driscoll
Jonathan Putsnam
Paul Wood

JJ. Jones

FRANCE

Ecole Normale Superieure

GREECE

Athens College, Greece

IRELAND

Trinity College Dublin
Law Society

Trinity College Dublin
Philosophical Socicty

University Colicge Galway

Literary and Debating Socicly

JAMAICA

Queen's Universily Kingston

NEW ZEALAND

Auckland University

Victoria University Auckland

SCOTLAND

Abcrdeen University

Dundee University

Edinburgh University
(Diagnostic)

Edinburgh Universily
(Union)

Glasgow University
(Dialectic)

Glasgow University (Union)

Saint Andrews University

Monique Labrur
Catherine Lamc
Frederic Limare
Benoit Tadie

David Langwall
Anthony Whela

Malachy McAlL
Alex Bell

Paul Gavin
Aidan Kane

Conor Bowman
Brendan Wilkin
Michael Howard
Maire McNally

Nikita Nanos
Matt Colledge

Peter Shand
Clare Ryan
Sharron Came
Rhema Vaithiant

Payton Kan
Peter Sainsbury

Andrew Webster
Linzj Birni

Simon McGrath
David Thomas

Jean Rogerson
Trista Johnson

John Fletcher
David Rennie

Deborah Watson |
Gavin Bowd
Mark Sedwill
Gillian Kellock
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Ambherst College

Bamard Collcge

Brandeis Universily

Brown University

Columbia University

Comnell Universily

University of Chicago Law School

Heather Houlahan
Alexander Meerovich
Daniel Kaplan
Kathleen Smith

Michelle Coulon
Suclette Daniel-Dreyfus

David Collins
Maxim Cantor

Aaron Belkin
Jeffrey Graham
Jason Grumet
Barry Fishman

Joshua Prober
Ralph Stonc

Jennifer Grace
Peter Del Toro

Naseer Hashim
Curtis Dengenfelder
Ramon Reycs
Aaron Spitz

[lir Zherka
Kristina Robbins

Sharon Zezima
Andrew Ostrognai

tsponsored by the First National Bank of Chicago)

Fordham University

Goucher College

Harvard University

John Hopkins University

Mount Holyoke College

New York University

Oberlin College

Pat Cippolane
Thomas Massara
Roberta Oldenborg
David Smith

Liam O'Brien
Jeanett Samra

Barbra Batemen
Judy Dunscomb
Judith Weredyk
Elizabeth Cohen

Ray Vasvari
Randy Cohen
Evan Williams
Joe Mirabella

Todd Gillman
Debbie Kravitz
Thomas Hall
Joe Swanson

Elizabeth White
Heidi Little
William Ragan
Heather Mattikow

Stephen Levine
Jeff Geist
Rafael Chiu
Frank Donno

Scolt Fehlan
Christopher Joyce

Princeton University

Providence College

Rhode Island University

Smith College

Sacred Hcart University

Swarthmore College

University of Texas

University of Pennsylvania

United States Naval
Academy

Vassar College

Wesleyan College

West Point Academy

Yale University

David Proshan
John Dorfman
Bemard Roberts
Daniel Robinson

Sercna Gallagher
Annemaric Matosky
Michael Fitzgerald
Mark Pasquale

Simon Lono
Richard Farley
Mara Dolan
Paul Yeats

Elise Yablonski
Felice Batlan

Edward Devine
Arthur Lobdell
Robert Robinson
Gloria Kelly

Josh Davies

Reid Neureitis
Jim Buckley
Miriam Jorgensen

Lawrence Hoffman
Geoffrey Harrison

Andrew Lutz
Thomas Rinaldi
Neil Tuch
Matthew Gendler
Christopher Smith
Bradley Handler

Frederick Smith
William McKinlcy

Scott Cooper

Steve Kaval

Jim Ralston

Beth Freedman
Scott Kirkpatrick
Ann-Louise Gibbons

Christopher Burn
John Richardson

Jeffrey Tronvold
Charles Gamecros
Mark Elfendah)
John Epperly

Victor Miller
Simon Mendelson
Bart Aronson
Tamar Gendler

NDeeorwn I C



"COME BACK WITH THE SHIELD OR ON IT..."

By SHANE MURPHY and DAMIAN CRAWFORD of the King's

Inns, Dublin, Winners,

A
v-

(World Convenor 1985 )

Those were the parting words of our
colleagues as we left Dublin to
compete in the Worlds in Montreal in
1985. The phrase is attributed to the
women of ancient Sparta (we think)
who used it to bid farewell to the
menfolk going off the war "Win or
bust" would be a modern translation.

On amival in Montreal frostbite seemed to be
the only thing we'd return with, Minus 15
degrees is a weather condition the Irish only
read about, they are not designed for walking
around in it. It was but one of the many little
things we'd go on to notice during the
tournament that would add to the sense of
adventure we felt in being there in the first
place.

Anyone flying in to Dublin this year will
probably have the same little questions tucked
away in the back of their heads as we had.
How will I do? Will they laugh at the jokes?
Will we be destroyed by the high standard?
The unfamiliarity of the surroundings and a
feeling of unease about the format of the
competition adds to the tension and quickly

dissipates any ideas you might have

entertained about taking the place by storm',

From right: Shane Murphy ( -A uditor), Dami'eu Crawford, Ben Cohen

World Debating Championships,
McGill University, Montreal, 1985.

In Ireland debating centres around the main
societies in each University. Crowds of 300
or more gather weekly to enjoy the fare at the
regular meeting. As a result Irish (and indeed
Scottish and English) debaters tend to hanker
after the large crowd with the cut and thrust
of a debate where not only is the opposing
team (or teams - we may have up to 8 teams
in one heat!) out to get you, but the entire
audience may be as well!

So the near-empty rooms in Montreal with

only the adjudicators present seemed strange,

to put it mildly. What was not only strange,
but awesome, was the level of organization
McGill University supplied to the

proceedings. “"Ralph” (the moose - symbol
of the society) was obviously pleased, as
were all the visitors although there were the
old queries. How come the door to our hotel
is actually the upside-down door of a ladies
toilet? How come the Scottish get to stay in a
hotel next door to an establishment called
'Le cave du Sex'?? In any event of this
magnitude hiccups will inevitably occur and
whit we found in Montreal will doubtless be
exoected in Dublin. peonle will come here to

win the trophy (and quite spectacular it is
too!) but they will also come to meet up with




their worldwide counterparts and have some
fun. Therefore the hiccups will be seen as
just that and won't interfere with the
enjoyment of the event.

The "league” section of the competition will
prove to be wearying. You'll wake up in the
morning thinking of a brilliant rebuttal you
should have used the day before yesterday in
a debate you think you might have won if
you'd correctly interpreted what the last
adjudicator said. Or maybe not. You'll think
on your feet, stand on your head and tell
jokes you thought were stupid when you first
heard them just to try and get some
inspiration. You'll get by and probably a lot
better than you expect.

The most stimulating aspect of the Debates
derived from the short notice of motion
received by the speakers i.e. 15 minutes prior
to the debate. This ensured that all speakers
had .to be constantly vigilant throughout in
order to counter the many ingenious
interpretations of the motions formulated by
inventive opponents.

Further challenge was often presented by the
occasional disparity between the American
and European vocabulary eg "What is a Fuzz
Buster?". Altogether the competitive meeting
of minds gave little scope for relaxation or
complacency. With 17 debates in 6 days the

battle against mental exhaustion was
constant. To ensure progress in this
competition you will need a fund of old
jokes, a keen sense of teamwork, a
willingness to commit yourselves fully to the
oratorical combat, a strong competitive sense
and the stamina to preserve a cohesive team
effort for the full distance.

We got lucky and made the knock-out
section. This format seems to favour the
Irish and Scottish Teams (we'd have said
English but they haven't got that far yet)
who seem to be able to 'kick' into a higher
gear when the occasion requires it. Watch
for the Canadians and Australians at this
point as well and, unless they're too busy
sampling Guinness, expect to see the
Americans in there too.

You won't get to the final. No-one can expect
to, there's always that element of chance.
Ask John Duffy and Jeff Nankwell

University of Toronto, who lost out 3-2 in
the quarter finals at Montreal with no

adjudicator scoring more than one point

between the teams! Enjoy the week, the city

, the people, the debating. Come back and
see us again. Watch those you compete

against and learn from them. And if, just if,

you make the final throw, throw caution to
the wind and go for glory. Come back with

the shield or on it.

Shell

BEST WISHES TO THE WORLD DEBATING
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Irish Shell Limited

Shell House
20-22 Lower Hatch Street Dublin 2
Telephone 613633 Telex 93634 Fax 613448
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THE IRISH-AMERICAN CONNECTION

Cyril M. White
Department of Sociology
University College Dublin

Dr. Cyril M. White is the former President of the Irish Association
for Amecrican Studies, the Associate Director of the Semester in lrish
Studies at University College Dublin and biographer of Charles Thomson.

Ireland’s relationship
with the United States is
now more than two and a
half centuries in exist=nce.
While Irish people had
visited and settled in North
America, (one, Saint
Brendan the Navigator is
said to have been the first
European to have discovered
the place in the sixth Century
A.D.) the date of the first
mass emigration from
Ireland is 1719, when the
first wave of emigration
from Ulster in the North of
Ireland, reached the British
Middle Atlantic colonies.
For most of the next half of
the 18th Century many
hundreds of thousands of
Irish people mostly but not
all from Ulster, emigrated to
the Colonies of
Pennsylvania, Maryland,
New Jersey, New York,
Delaware, Virginia and
North and South Carolina.
By the 1750's Irish born
James Logan, the acting
Governor of Pennsylvania,
and William Penn's former
Secretary, could write that if
Ulster did not awake to this
exodus all of the people of
the Irish Province would be
in Pennsylvania. He was
also to remark that his fellow
countrymen were more
trouble to him than all the
other European emigrants
put together. He in fact said
that "one Irishman gave him
more trouble than twenty
Germans”. By this time
Ulster emigrants were
arriving in the Delaware
River on a weekly basis in
every second or third ship
that saided to the ports on
this river, New Castle and
Philadelphia in particular.
By the time of the American
Revolution, Benjamin
Franklin, who had visited
Ireland (staying in Dublin for
a week) in 1771, remarked
that one third of the

population of Pennsylvania
were English, one third
German and the remaining
third, Irish. While the

population of other Middle
American Colonies would
not have as large an Irish
population as Pennsylvania,
many of its most prominent
citizens were either Irish
born or the children of Irish
born parents or grand-

parents. This would
continue well into the 19th
Century. Perhaps some of
the most prominent names in
this middle to late 18th
Century are recognisable to
our American visitors to this
World Debating

Championship. Besides

James Logan, (the real
maker of Pennsylvania) -
Logan Circle in Philadelphia
is named after him - there
were the Lynches and the
Rutledges of South
Carolina, the Carrolls of
Maryland, Charles Thomson
of Pennsylvania, Matthew
Thornton of New

Hampshire, and George
Taylor and James Smith of
Pennsylvania all signatories
of the Declaration of
Independence. James
Smith, one of the signatories
was actually born here in
Dublin in about 1719.

Other prominent Irish born
Americans were John
Dunlap, who printed both
the Declaration of
Independence and the
present American
Constitution, William
Paterson of New Jersey,
after whom Paterson, New
Jersey is named and Arthur
Dobbs the last Royal
Governor of North Carolina.
Arthur Dobbs, who was the
Surveyor-General of Ireland
before he was appointed
governor of North Carolina,
has left his mark on Dublin
which can still be seen to this
day, more than two centuries

later. Dobbs  was
responsible for completing
the Irish Parliament Building
in College Green, now the
Bank of Ireland. Mr Dobhs
was not content with the
original design, so he had a
long, imposing balustrade
placed on top of the building.
In addition, he designed the
forecourt of the building and
had this included in the final
completion. Both of these
conditions are visible today
and add greatly to the overall
beauty of this most
prominent of Dublin's 18th
Century buildings.

Shortly after Arthur Dobbs
completed what is now the
Bank of Ireland another
Irishman, who this time
would design and build
America's most famous
building, the White House,
was  born in County
Kilkenny. James Hoban
came to Dublin to learn the
profession of Mason-
Builder, the forerunner of
the modern architect, from
James Gandon. Gandon
wis the designer-builder of
The Customs House, The
Four Courts, The City Hall
and The King's Inns, four
of Dublin's greatest public
buildings. After working
with Gandon on these
buildings, Hoban ¢migrated
first to Philadelphia and then
to South Carolina where he
designed some homes and
some public buildings.
However, in 1792, he
entered and won a
competition for a design for
a “President's House" as it
was then called. Placed
second in this competition
was the design submitted by
the soon to be President of
the United States, Thomas
Jefferson. James Hoban
built the walls of the
"President's House" with
standstone quarried at Aquia
Creek, Virginia and it is said
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