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Overview of Modules and Module Requirements

Third Year Modules 2006/2007
Modules

SC3001        
Social Theory II




5 credits

PS/KK/LC/POM

SC3002

Current Debates in Sociology: Sociology of 

Literature




5 credits

TB

SC3004        
Sociology of Community



5 credits

GM

SC3005

Critical Sociology II



5 credits

PS

SC3007

Introduction to Planning  and Sustainable 

Development 




5 credits

LW

SC3009

Sociology of Religion                                                   5 credits

NH/PT

SC3012

Sociology of the Media



5 credits

CMcC

SC3013

Sociology of the Middle East


5 credits

KG

SC3015/3016
Research Project
II



10 credits
Staff

SC3023

Sociology of Health and Illness II


5 credits

KG/KK/GM/TS

SC3026

Social Movements



5 credits

EC

SC3029        
Sociology of the Environment  


5 credits

GM

SC3031

Sociology of Death, Dying
 and Bereavement
5 credits

KG

SC3033

Social of Knowledge



5 credits

TS

SC3034

Contesting Modernities: The Sociology of Culture
5 credits

EC

SC3035

Globalization and Development


5 credits

NH/PC

SC3036

Living Spaces: Social Construction of Habitat
5 credits

KK

SC3039

Philosophy of Social Science


5 credits

PS

SC3046

Gender and Sexuality



5 credits

LC/JOR

Guide to Staff Abbeviations

LC

Dr Linda Connolly

PS

Piet Strydom

CMcC

Dr Ciaran McCullagh

KK

Dr Kieran Keohane

KG 

Dr Kathy Glavanis-Grantham

POM 

Dr Pat O'Mahony

NH

Dr Niamh Hourigan

GM 

Dr Ger Mullally



LW

Dr Louise Weir

TS

Dr Tracey Skillington

EC

Dr Ethel Crowley

PC

Dr Patricia Callinan

JOR

Dr Jacqui O’Riordan

TB

Dr Tom Boland


PT

Pat Twomey


The offering of any particular module will depend on the required minimum number of students (generally 10) registering for it.

Module Requirements

3rd Year Joint Honours:  

Students taking Joint Honours Sociology are required to take 30 credits:

SC3001, SC3015*, plus three modules from the modules on offer.
3rd Year Single Honours: (Hons)

Students taking Single Honours Sociology are required to take 50 credits:

SC3001, SC3015* plus seven modules from the modules on offer.
3rd Year Single Honours Minor:

Students taking Single Honours Sociology Minor are required to take ten credits from the modules on offer

3rd Year Applied Psychology

Students taking Single Honours Sociology Minor are required to take five credits from the modules on offer

3rd Year Social Science:
Students following Sociology in Third Year Social Science may take SC3001 plus two

further modules from the module list under Sociology & Society III.  Students may take a further three modules (15 credits) under Sociology & Society IV.

· Students who fail SC3015 should apply to the Department for guidance on how to fulfil this requirement for repeat examinations.

· Students who are repeating a module must contact the Department regarding course requirements for that module.

NOTE FOR SOCIAL SCIENCE STUDENTS: Students wishing to be eligible for postgraduate studies in Sociology must have taken at least 45 credits of Sociology overall in Second and Third Social Science which must have included SC2001, SC2002, SC3001 and SC3015.

Timetable

SC3001
Friday 10 – 11 




WW 6

SC3002
Monday 10 – 11 (2nd term)


AL5


     
Friday 13 – 14 (2nd term) 


LL6

SC3004
Wednesday 13-14  



CONN S4

SC3005
Monday 14 – 15 (1st term)


LL6

Monday 14 – 15 (2nd term)


WW6

SC3007
Thursday 14 – 16 (2nd term)


CONN S3A
SC3009
Wednesday 9 – 10



Kane G20

SC3012
Tuesday 14 – 15



Kane G2

SC3013
Monday 13-14




ORB 101




SC3015
Tuesday 14 – 15 



Depending on Supervisor

SC3023
Friday 14 – 16 (2nd Term)


Kane G20


SC3026
Tuesday 13 - 14
 (1st term)


Kane G10



Tuesday 13 – 14 (2nd term)


Elect Eng 1

SC3029
Monday 16 – 17 (2nd  term)


LL6

              
Tuesday 17 – 18 (2nd term)


Elec Eng L2

SC3031
Wednesday 10 – 11



LL5



Wednesday 10 – 11



LL6

SC3033
Wednesday 15 – 16 



WW6

SC3034
Tuesday 11-12 (2nd term)


AL9


Tuesday 16 - 17
 (2nd term)


Conn S3A

SC3035
Wednesday 17 – 18 



FSB 322 

SC3036
Monday 17 – 19 (1st term)


Aras Na Laoi 8

SC3039
Friday 11 – 12




W4

SC3046
Wednesday 12 – 13



Kane G18

	NB

3rd Year: There will be an award of 150 (one hundred and fifty Euro) for the best project – SC3015 – submitted for the Summer examination 2006.  

PLEASE NOTE:  Late submissions will not be considered for this award.              


Year's Work Requirements

All sociology students are required to submit work during the year in relation to each of the modules they follow. The requirements for individual modules can be found in the outlines contained in this booklet. This work is an integral part of the module concerned, and it is also an indispensable source of feedback for the student. The value of work for most modules (with the exception of SC3015) amounts to 33% of final year examination results in that module.
You are strongly advised to ensure that you fulfil all module work requirements, and that you do so in accordance with the deadlines laid down. Past experience shows that students who neglect to fulfil year's work requirements either fail or get poor results in the final examination despite having written good papers.  

It is also strongly recommended that students keep copies of all of the work that they submit, as the department may have to retain the originals for examination purposes.

The following are the regulations of the department in relation to the submission and return of module work:

1. All work submitted to meet module requirements must have a front sheet on it detailing: 

· Student’s name 

· Student I.D. number

· Year of study, i.e. 1st, 2nd or 3rd 

· Title of Degree, e.g. B.A., B. Soc. Sc.

· Module Title, e.g. Sociology of Deviance, Social Theory etc.

· Type of Degree, i.e. Joint Honours, Single Honours, Minor, Language and Cultural Studies.

This information is essential to ensure that the marks are assigned correctly.  We regret that we are unable to accept work that does not contain this information.

2. All module work must be submitted by the stated deadlines.  These deadlines will be set by individual lecturers and are available in the department’s booklet of module outlines or will be communicated directly to students in class.

3. Penalties will be applied to late work. These are:

· 1- 3 days late a 5% deduction will be made from the assigned mark.

· 4 -7 days late a 10% deduction will be made from the assigned mark

· 8-14 days late a 20% deduction will be made from the assigned mark.

Example: If a piece of work is given a mark of 60% by the lecturer and the work is 1- 3 days late, the mark recorded for examination purposes will be 57%.  If the work is 4 - 7 days late, the recorded mark will be 54, and if 8 -14 days late, it will be 48.

4. We regret that we cannot accept work that is submitted 14 days or more after the submission deadline.

5. All written work should either be stapled or in a folder. It should contain margins to allow for lecturer’s comments.  We would ask that, where possible, students word process their assignments.  We would also recommend that students keep copies of their submitted work, as it may need to be resubmitted at the end of the year for inspection by the external examiner.

6. Please note that any work containing material which is transcribed from books or articles (other than normal, properly acknowledged quotations) will be given a mark of 0.  

      Module Outlines

SC3001 
 

Social Theory II      
Piet Strydom

Dr Kieran Keohane









Dr Linda Connolly









Dr Patrick O’Mahony

Module Objective

This course serves as an introduction to contemporary social theory. Against the background of the course on classical social theory, it places social theory in its late twentieth and early twenty-first century socio-historical context and singles out for an in-depth analysis the writings of some of the most important contemporary social theorists and directions in social theory. 

Module Content

The course is presented in four sections.
Section 1 (4 lectures): Dr Kieran Keohane:

This section of the course will lay down some foundations for the discussion of contemporary social theoretical paradigms, including, for example ‘post-modern’, ‘late modern’, ‘reflexive modernization, or 2nd wave modernity’ ‘globalization’, the emergence of a ‘post-national constellation’, or a ‘clash of civilizations’ by tracing the contours and trajectories of the intellectual landscape within which these paradigms have been emerging. Specifically, we will consider European intellectual currents in the inter-war and post-war period: the emergence of fascist and communist totalitarianisms, as well as ‘mass society’ and the ‘culture industry’ particularly in the USA; post-war ‘cold-war’ polarizations; decolonization and post-colonial conditions; existentialism, feminism, anti-racism and various civil rights movements, and the multiplication of sites of social antagonism and politicization. These historical and cultural developments will be situated in terms of the several ‘crises’ or exhaustion(s) of modern ‘metanarratives’ of Progress and Enlightenment, as well as the persistence of defining processes of modernization and the resurgence of neo-liberalism and other neo-fundamentalisms. 

Readings: A complete list will be provided in class. Two key texts are:

F. Jameson (1991) Postmodernism, or the cultural logic of late capitalism?

J. Habermas (2001) The postnational constellation. Cambridge: Polity.

Section 2 (2 lectures): Dr Linda Connolly:

This section will focus on feminist theory as a new direction which has come to play an important critical and corrective role in social theory.

Section 3 (8 lectures): Dr Patrick O’Mahony:

This section of the course will concentrate on two major modern social theorists, Pierre Bourdieu and Niklas Luhmann. These theorists offer potent diagnoses of the contemporary world, reinvigorating sociology with their radical understanding of 'social logics' as, on the one hand, concentrations of culture and power and, on the other, the shaping effect of autonomous social systems. The lectures will introduce the basic ideas of these theorists, explore their similarities and differences and offer an evaluation of their contribution to contemporary social theory.
Section 4 (8 lectures): Piet Strydom
This section will offer a sharply defined characterisation of contemporary social theory as an indispensable means whereby we come to understand our world and ourselves. An overview will be given of the most important changes in the late twentieth-century socio-historical world which account for the fact that social theory took social transformation as its focal concern. The lectures will be opened with an overview of the post-World War II context which has been shaped by such varied historical events as unprecedented techno-scientific developments, a globalising economy, large-scale industrial accidents, the emergence of protest movements, environmental disaster, change of the form and function of the state, the European Revolution of 1989, the new world order, terrorism, wars, the split between Europe and the United States, etc. Against this background, contemporary social theory will be expounded with reference to leading social theorists of our time such as Jürgen Habermas, Niklas Luhmann, Ulrich Beck and Anthony Giddens. Besides the theoretical frameworks the theorists employ, the focus here will be on social theory as the diagnostic interpretation of reality which contributes to the social construction of society.
Appropriate readings for this section will be announced in the lectures and posted on Blackboard.

Assessment
100 marks in total

1 essay (2000 words) due at the end of the second semester (33 marks)

1 x 1.5 hour examination in May/June (67 marks)

SC 3002

   Sociology and Literature

   Dr Tom Boland

Module Objective

This course aims to introduce students to sociological perspectives on literature and to hone their literary skills for the interpretative practice of sociology. Both sociological and literary texts will be investigated in the course.

Module Content

The course is split into three related areas:

1.) Orality, Literacy and Modernity.

2.) Authorship and modern individuality.

3.) Literary elements of sociology.

Section 1.

Modernity is famously associated with the invention of printing. This section begins by examining the history of writing briefly from its earlier forms to the printing press, the expansion of the literary marketplace in the 18th century, the emergence of mass education and standardised curricula to the advent of television and the internet age.

The main focus of this part of the course is what are the features which define literacy from orality and the consequences these have for modernity and modernisation.

Section 2.

Modern notions of individuality and authorship are intimately tied up together. Sociologically, our focus is the emergence of the idea of the ‘genius’ and the private literary world of the individual reader/writer as opposed to the public literary world of the theatrus mundi. 

This section will also deal with the famous essays of Barthes and Foucault on the ‘author’, which deconstruct this Western ideal in two different ways.

Section 3.

As an interpretative discipline, sociology crosses over with literary studies. The sociological study of literature is increasingly recognised and vital as a means of research in the modern world. Furthermore, literary concepts such as text, narrative, scripts, performance, actors and meaning are indispensable to cultural sociology. 

As well as introducing students to the above, this section of the course analyses sociological ideas in literature and practices sociological research of contemporary society using literary sources. Essay titles for this part of the course will include opportunities for students to analyse literature of their own choosing. 

Assessment

100 marks in total

The course will be examined by one set essay of 1,500 to 2,000 words (33%) and summer examination, 1.5 hours consisting of one compulsory question and one optional question (67%). The compulsory question in the summer examination will require knowledge of all three sections of the course.

Readings

Alexander, J. (2003) The Meanings of Social Life. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Alexander, J. (2004) ‘Cultural Pragmatics: Social Performance Between Ritual and Strategy.’ Sociological Theory 22(4): 527-573.

Barker, F. (1991) The Tremulous Private Body: Essays in Subjection. Ann Arbour: The University of Michigan Press.

Battersby, C. (1989) Gender and Genius: Towards a Feminist Aesthetics. London: The Woman’s Press.

Campbell, C. (1987) The Romantic Spirit and the Ethic of Consumerism. Oxford: Basil Blackwell.

Foucault, M. (1977) “What is an author?” pp 113-138 in Language, Counter-Memory and Practice: Selected Interviews. New York: Cornell University Press.

Hansen, T. B. (1996) ‘Inside the Romanticist Episteme.’ Thesis Eleven 48: 21-41

 Ong, W. J. (1982) Orality and Literacy: On the technologising of the word. London: Methuen.

Porter, R. (Ed.) (1997) Rewriting the Self: Histories from the Renaissance to the Present. London: Routledge.

Sennett. R. (1976) The Fall of Public Man. Cambridge: CUP

Siskin, M. (1992) The Historicity of Romantic Discourse. Oxford: OUP.

Turner, V. (1982) From Ritual to Theatre, on the human seriousness of play. New York: PAJ.

Further reading; to be recommended through the course of the lectures.

SC3004 

The Sociology of Community    
Dr Ger Mullally 

Module Objective

The aim of the module is twofold: first, to sensitise the student to the many manifestations of community and second, by means of this growing sensitisation to the phenomenon, to encourage greater awareness of developments in both sociological theory and method.

Module Content

Contested Community: The Concept of Community Today


Community and Classical Sociology


Urban Communities and the Chicago School


Community, Identity and Difference


Collective Identity and Boundary Construction


Sociology, Anthropology and Irish Communities


Communities in Cyberspace


Cosmopolitan Communities: The Local and the Global 


Post-modern communities?


Community Revisited

Assessment

100 marks in total

1 essay due either on the last day of first term, or the last day of second term (33 marks)

1 x 1.5 hr end of year examination (67 marks)

Compulsory Elements  

Lecture attendance, essay submission and end of year examination.

Core Readings

Cohen, A. (1985) The Symbolic Construction of Community. London: Routledge

Crow, G and Allen, G. (1994) Community Life: An Introduction to Local Social Relations. Essex: Pearson Education.

Delanty, G. (2003) Community. London: Routledge.

Peillon, M and Corcoran M. eds (2004) Place and Non-Place: the Reconfiguration of Ireland. Dublin: Institute of Public Administration.

Tönnies, F. (1963) Community and Society, New York: Harper and Row

Tovey, H and Share, P. (2003) A Sociology of Ireland. Dublin: Gill and Macmillan

Additional Readings 

Topic-related readings will be assigned in class and made available through the Departmental Offprint Library.

SC3005


Critical Sociology II

       Piet Strydom

Globalisation, Cosmopolitanism and Collective Learning: A Critical Sociological Analysis of the Postnational Constellation
Module Objective

This course aims to contribute to the student’s understanding of contemporary society and culture as well as of sociology as a theoretical and methodological means for improving world- and self-understanding. It focuses on a particular problem, issue or field selected for its contemporary relevance. On the one hand, it develops a concrete analysis of the selected phenomenon and, on the other, accompanies it with a clarification of the theoretical and methodological foundations of critical, reflexive, sociological analysis. This year we develop an analysis of contemporary global society. We start from globalisation (and hence the transition from the national to the ‘postnational constellation’, as Jürgen Habermas calls it), but our focus is more specifically a critical examination of the process from the inside out, as it were – i.e., the social or collective learning processes associated with cosmopolitanism which drive globalisation.
Module Content

There has been a strong tendency in the literature to conceive of globalisation as a macro-process and to ascribe independent causality and hence explanatory power to it. In both social scientific and public debates, accordingly, globalisation is often presented as the primary mechanism and central dynamic driving social transformation in our time. But such an understanding of globalisation as a causal mechanism falls back behind the gains achieved by recent criticisms of classical sociology and corresponding advances in more historically and culturally specific or constructivist approaches which include social actors or agents and the communicatively or discursively mediated processes they activate in the course of their creation and organization of society. This deficiency is particularly apparent in the contemporary discussion about cosmopolitanism where globalisation is typically assumed to be the driving force and explanation of cosmopolitanism. But cosmopolitanism is neither created by globalisation nor can it be explained in terms of globalisation. As a multi-levelled process, globalisation certainly represents crucial objective conditions of societal transformation, including scientific-technological, economic, political, legal and civil societal conditions. But beyond objective conditions, what about the self-understanding and mutual understanding of all those involved in and affected by such externalities? It is when one turns to the internal dimension of societal transformation that cosmopolitanism enters the field of vision. Cosmopolitanism involves the creation and articulation and thus the transformation of cultural models and identities which guide and are given embodiment in social action, organisations and new manifestations of society. It is with such creation, articulation and transformation that social or collective learning processes are associated. Solutions to problems given rise to by globalisation, therefore, can be expected to be found only on the basis of innovations and achievements attained at this particular level.

The course first offers a review of globalisation as a multi-dimensional and contradictory process consisting of diverse logics and dynamics of development which lay down the conditions for a transition from modern nationally defined societies to the postnational constellation. Against this background, the sociological conceptualisation of cosmopolitanism in terms of social or collective learning processes allows a critical analysis to explode globalisation from the inside. By placing cosmopolitanism at the heart of globalisation, we come to appreciate that the process centrally depends on learning in the sense of the construction of cultural models of world openness and the cultivation of corresponding identities and organisational supports. Given its multi-dimensional nature, this implies that at work in globalisation is a whole range of types of cosmopolitanism and their associated models of world openness – from the corporate cosmopolitanism of business executives and politicians, through the civic cosmopolitanism of associations, NGOs and social movements, to the syncretic and discursive cosmopolitanism generated by the conflict and communication of these different agents.

Such a critical analysis enables us to develop a better understanding of contemporary global society and the different, often contradictory, forces which play a part in its construction and the determination of its future shape and prospects.

Assessment

100 marks in total

1 essay due at the end either of the first semester or of the second semester (33 marks)

1 x 1.5 hour examination in May/June (67 marks)

Reading List
Core texts: 

Beck, Ulrich (2006) Power in the Global Age. Cambridge: Polity.

Habermas, Jürgen (2001) The Postnational Constellation. Cambridge: Polity Press.

Recommended texts:

Delanty, Gerard (2006) ‘The Cosmopolitan Imagination: Critical Cosmopolitanism and Social Theory’, The British Journal of Sociology 57(1): 25-47.

Strydom, Piet (2000) Discourse and Knowledge. Liverpool: Liverpool University Press.

Strydom, Piet (2002) Risk, Environment and Society. Buckingham: Open University Press.

Others readings will be announced at the lectures and posted on Blackboard.

SC3007    INTRODUCTION TO PLANNING AND
Dr Louise Weir


  SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
        

Module objective

Over the past decade planning has enjoyed unprecedented interest both as a discipline and profession.  This can be attributed to unprecedented population and economic growth but also the need to address social, economic and environmental issues.  It has become increasingly realised that planning offers the most potential in addressing the problems of present day society, finding long term solutions for current and future generations and achieving the much aspired goal of sustainable development.  The objective, therefore, for this module is to introduce students to the principles and practice of planning and sustainable development and highlight the strategic role of planners in shaping our society.  

Module content

Students will be introduced to contemporary issues and debates surrounding planning and sustainable development.  Students will be stimulated and challenged through debates and group discussion.  Through field excursions and case studies, students will be introduced to planning practice and procedures and will get a hands-on experience of some planning techniques.  

Assessment

Total marks 100

Continuous assessment 50 marks.

End of year written Examination 50 marks 

Core Readings 

Topic-related readings will be assigned in class.

Additional Readings 

Bannon, M.J. A hundred years of Irish planning. 

DoE. National spatial strategy for Ireland 2002-2020 : people, places and potential. Department of the Environment and Local Government.

Hall, P. Urban and regional planning.

Scott. M. Strategic spatial planning and contested ruralities: insights from the Republic of Ireland.

Simmons, G. Planning and Development Law.

http://www.environ.ie/DOEI/DOEIPol.nsf/wvNavView/wwdPlanDev?OpenDocument&Lang=en
http://www.corkcoco.ie/co/web/Global%20Nav/Home
* Town Planning Review Journal
* NB. Daily Newspapers 

SC3009 

Sociology of Religion

Dr. Niamh Hourigan









Mr. Patrick Twomey
Module Objective

The aim of this course is to introduce students to the key themes and issues currently dominating the Sociology of Religion.

Module Content

The course will begin by examining the work of classical theories of Marx, Weber and Durkheim in terms of their discussion of religious themes. We will then consider how these theories have been developed by more recent thinkers such as William James, Robert Bellah, Peter Berger, V. Turner, Cilfford Geertz and Grace Davie. Among the themes to be explored will be the nature of religious experience, religion and modernity, religious movements and fundamentalisms, secularisation and the impact of religion on global politics. We will also examine the continuing relevance of religion in understanding Irish society and culture.

Assessment

Total Marks 100

Continuous Assessment (1 x 2000 word essay) 33 marks

End of Year Written Examination 67 marks

Reading

Recommended Text: 

Dillon, M. (2003) Handbook of the Sociology of Religion. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

Additional Reading

Berger, P. (1999) The Desecularisation of the World: Resurgent Religion and World Politics. London: Sage

Durkheim, E. (1915) The Elementary Forms of Religious Life. London: George Allen and Unwin

Geertz, C. (1966) ‘Religion as a Cultural System, in Banton (ed) Anthropological Approaches to the Study of Religion. London: Tavistock

Hamilton, M. (1995) The Sociology of Religion. London & New York: Routledge

Wilson, B. (1982) Religion in Sociological Perspective. Oxford: OUP

A more detailed list of readings will be provided on the Blackboard for this course.

SC3012     
     
Sociology of Mass Media   
                  C McCullagh
Module Objective 

The mass media and in particular television is arguably the central institution in modern society. Events get their reality and their importance from the way in which they are covered in the news media. If it isn’t in the media it didn’t happen. Equally values, moral perspectives and ideologies are affirmed and reinforced through the way in which they are presented in media programmes be that factual or probably more importantly fictional programming.

This course is an introduction to what sociology has to say about the mass media. It has three objectives.  The first is to introduce the range of arguments in sociology about the role and influence of mass media in contemporary society. The second is to enable students to evaluate these arguments and the third is to encourage students to think in an independent fashion about the role of the media. The module is presented in the form of an argument about the nature of media power. This suggests that the power of the media lies in its capacity to frame how we understand the social world and how we interpreted events going on in it.  The structure of media ownership ensures that this power is used to “publicise” interpretations that favour the powerful and marginalize the concerns of other groups. An important part of the course will look at how marginalized groups have, with varying degrees of success, contested this exclusion. 

Students are not obliged to accept the argument but are required to critically engage with it. The course objectives will be assessed through the completion of an essay and an examination.  The examination will cover the range of material in the course while the essay will give the opportunity to develop an interest in, and an argument about, one specific area of the sociology of the media.

Module Content 

The lectures will deal with the following topics. 
1. Sex, Violence and the Mass Media.
2. Politics and the Media.
3. Media Power - Whose Window on the World? 
4. The Production of Media Messages - Who Sets the Media Agenda? 
5. Talk Television – A Voice for the powerless or a Nation of Whiners? 

6. Reality Television – Why is the unreal and contrived so popular?

7. The Internet – Media Power to the People? 
8. "Innocent Entertainment" - The Influence of Television Fiction. 
9. Audiences - Armchair Intellectuals or Couch Potatoes? 
10. The Future is here - Globalisation, media fragmentation and the end of the public sphere

Assessment

100 marks in total

1 essay due either at the end of the first or the end of the second semester  (33 marks).

1 x 1.5 hr end of year examination (67 marks) 
Reading List
This list is a selection of what is available in the library on the mass media. It is biased somewhat towards journal articles as these tend to be more up to date and easier to access. The list is not intended to be complete.
Basic Text: 

C. Mc Cullagh (2002) Media Power: A Sociological Introduction. London: Palgrave.

1.  Violence and the Mass Media
Gauntlett, D. (1995)  Moving Experiences: Understanding Television’s Influences and Effects. London: John Libby (302.23)
Marvin, C. (2000) ‘On Violence in the Media’, Journal of Communication, Vol 50, No.1, pp. 142-149.

von Feilitzen, C. (1998) ‘Media Violence - four research perspectives’, in R. Dickenson, R. Harindranath and O. Linne (eds.) Approaches to Audiences. London: Arnold, pp. 88-103 (302.23).

2. Politics and the Media
Clayman, S.E. (2002) ‘Tribune of the People: Maintaining the Legitimacy of Aggressive Journalism’, Media, Culture and Society, Vol. 24, pp 197-216.
Negrine, Ralph (1996) The Communication of Politics. London: Sage (324.7).

Norris, P., Curtice, J., Sanders, D., and Semetko, H. (1999) On Message: Communicating the the Campaign. London: Sage (324.9)
Palmer,J. (2002) ‘Smoke and Mirrors: Is that the way it is: Themes in Political Marketing’, Media, Culture and Society, Vol. 24, pp. 345-363.
Street, J. (2001) Mass Media, Politics and Democracy (302.23).
3. Media Power – Whose Window on the World?
Anderson, D. and Sharrock, W. (1979) ‘Biasing the News: technical issues in “media studies”’, Sociology, Vol. 13, pp. 367-385.

Entman, R. (1993). ‘Framing: Toward Clarification of a Fractured Paradigm’, Journal of Communication, Vol. 43, no. 4, pp. 51-58.
Kieran, M. (1997) ‘News Reporting and the Ideological Presumption’, Journal of Communication, Vol. 47, No. 2, pp. 79-95.

Cormack.P (2005) ‘Angels, bells, television and Ireland: the place of the Angelus broadcast in the Republic’, Media, Culture & Society, Vol. 27(2): 271–287

Seale, C. (2002) ‘Cancer heroics: A Study of News Reports with particular reference to gender’, Sociology, Vol. 36, No.1, pp.107-126.
Scheufele, Dietram A. (1999) ‘Framing as a Theory of Media Effects’, Journal of Communication, Vol. 49, No. 1, pp 103-122.
4. "Innocent Entertainment" - The Power of Television Fiction.
Horkheimer, M. and Adorno, T. (1977) ‘The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception’, in J. Curran, M. Gurevitch, and J. Woollacott (eds.) Mass Communication and Society. London: Edward Arnold, pp. 349-383 (302.2).
Kellner, D.  (1995) Media Culture. London: Routledge (302.23).

 

Newcomb, H. and Hirsch, P. (2000) ‘Television as a Cultural Forum’, in Newcomb, H. (ed.) Television: The Critical View. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 561-573 (791.45).

Selnow, G. (1990) ‘Values in Prime-time Television’, Journal of Communication, Vol. 40, pp. 64-74 (in offprint library).
6. Gender in the media
Battles, K. and Hilton-Morrow, W. (2002) ‘Gay characters in conventional spaces: Will and Grace and the situation comedy genre’, Critical issues in Mass Communication, Vol. 19, No. 1, pp. 87-105.
Boni, F. (2002) ‘Framing Media Masculinities: Men's Lifestyle Magazines and the Biopolitics of the Male Body’, European Journal of Communication, Vol. 17, No. 4, pp. 465-478.
Gauntlett, D. (2002) Media, gender, and identity. London: Routledge (302.23)
Gill, R. ‘From Sexual Objectification to Sexual Subjectification’, Feminist Media Studies, Vol 3, No 1.
Henwood, K. (2002) ‘The Changing Man’, The Psychologist, Vol. 15, No 4, pp 182-186.
Levy, A. (2005) Female Chauvinist Pigs: Women and the Rise of Raunch Culture (305.42).

van Zoonen, L. and Meijer, I. C. (1998) ‘Gender: from Pamela Anderson to Erasmus’, in A. Briggs and Cobley, P. (eds.) The Media: An Introduction. London: Longman, pp. 295-307 (302.23).

 

6. The Production of Media Messages – Who Sets the Media Agenda?
Davis, A. (2003) ‘Whither Mass Media and Power: Evidence for a critical elite theory alternative’, Media, Culture and Society, Vol. 25, 669-690.
Hagen, I.  (1999) ‘Slaves of the Ratings Tyranny? Media Images of the Audience’, in P. Alasuutari (ed.) Rethinking the Media Audience. London: Sage, pp. 130-150 (302.23).

 

Herman, E  (1998) ‘The propaganda model revisited’, in R. W. McChesney, E. M. Wood, and J. B. Foster. (eds.) Capitalism and the information age: the political economy of the global communication revolution. New York: Monthly Review Press (338.9).

 

Klaehn J. (2002) ‘A Critical Review and Assessment of Herman and Chomsky's 'Propaganda Model’, European Journal of Communication, Vol. 17, No 2, pp. 147-182
 

McChesney, Robert (1999) Rich Media, Poor Democracy. Urbana: University of Illinois Press (302.23)

 

Palmer, J. (1998) ‘News Production’, in A. Briggs and P. Cobley (eds.) The Media: An Introduction. London: Longman, pp. 377-391 (302.23).

van Zoonen, L. (1998) ‘One of the Girls: The changing gender of Journalism’, in C. Carter, G. Branston and S. Allen (eds.) News, gender and Power. London: Routledge, pp. 33-46 (070.1)
8. Reality Television
van Zoonen, L. (2001) ‘Desire and resistance: Big Brother and the recognition of everyday life’, Media, Culture and Society, Vol. 23, pp. 669-677.
Syvertsen, T. (2001) ‘Ordinary People in extraordinary circumstances: a study of participants in television dating games’, Media, Culture and Society, Vol. 23, 2001, pp. 319-337.
Hill, A. (2002) ‘Big Brother: The Real Audience’, Television and New Media, Vol. 3, No. 3, pp. 323-340 (offprint library).
9. The Internet: Power to Bloggers?
Barnett, S. (1997) ‘New Media, Old Problems: New Technology and the Political Process’, European Journal of Communication, Vol. 12, pp. 193-218.
Bakardjieva, M. (2003) ‘Virtual Togetherness: an everyday-life perspective’, Media, Culture and Society, Vol. 25, pp. 291-313.
Castells, M. (1996) The Rise of Network Society. London: Blackwell (first edition) (303.48).
Hacker, K. (1996) ‘Missing links in the evolution of electronic democratization’, Media, Culture and Society, Vol. 18, pp. 213-232.
Murdoch, G. (2002) ‘Debating Digital Divides’, European Journal of Communication, Vol. 17, No. 3, pp. 385-390.
Norris, P. (2001) Digital Divide; Civic Engagement, information poverty and the Internet worldwide. (306.4)
Palmer, G. (2002) ‘Big Brother: An Experiment in Governance’, Television and New Media, Vol. 3, No. 3, pp. 295-310.
Van de Donk, W. (2004) Cyberprotest: new media, citizens and social movements. (303.4833).
Van Zoonen , L (2002) ‘Gendering the Internet: Claims, Controversies and Cultures’, European Journal Of Communication,  Vol. 17, No 1,  pp. 5-23.

10. Audiences – Armchair Intellectuals or Couch Potatoes?
Eldridge, J., Kitzinger, J. and Williams, K. (1997) The Mass Media and Power in Modern Britain, chapter by J. Kitzinger (302.2).
Livingstone, S. (2004) ‘The Challenge of Changing Audiences Or, What is the Audience Researcher to do in the Age of the Internet?’, European Journal of Communication, Vol. 19(1), pp. 75-86

Morley, D.  (1999) ‘”To Boldly Go…”: The Third Generation of Reception studies’, in P. Alasuutari (ed.) Rethinking the media audience : the new agenda. London : Sage, pp. 195-205 (302,23).
SC3013
   Sociology of the Middle East
   Dr. Kathy Glavanis-

Grantham

Module Objective

The object of this module is to provide you with a critical sociological understanding of the Middle East as an example of one of the major regions of the majority world.  It will approach the subject from both an historical and conceptual point of view.  Substantively, the course will be divided into five main parts.

Module Content

The first part of the module will provide an analysis and critique of Orientalist perceptions of Islamic culture and society within the context of the debate on “otherness” and how it has been portrayed in western accounts of the majority world.  Here, the contribution of Edward Said will be central.  The second part will focus on the historical transformation of the Middle East during the colonial era, giving particular emphasis to the anthropological discourse on the region, using the examples of Morocco, the Sudan, and Indonesia.  The third part of the course will explore in depth the Palestine Question, bringing together many of the themes raised in the first two parts of the module as they relate to this particular case study.  Thus, we will examine the historical roots of the conflict in the nineteenth century and trace the struggle over the land of Palestine until the present day.  We will also consider how the Palestine Question and in particular how the second Intifada (uprising) has been portrayed in the media of the west.  The fourth part of the module will examine the structures and social realities of family, kinship and gender in the Middle East, including the debate within Middle East feminism and the changing roles of women in the Middle East.  Particular attention will be given to the phenomenon of “reveiling” within the context of Islamic “fundamentalism”.  Finally, the course will look at strategies of development in the context of the Middle East, with a particular focus on the role of NGOs (non-governmental organisations) and international agencies such as the IMF and the World Bank.  Health as a development issue will be given particular emphasis.  

Assessment

100 marks in total

Continuous Assessment (3 X 2,000 word essay 90 marks; Attendance 10 marks). First essay is due Friday, 1 December 2006; second essay is due Friday, 2 February 2007; and third essay is due Friday, 16 March 2007.

Compulsory Elements

Lecture attendance and essay submission

Reading List

There are three essential texts for this module:

Philo, G. and Berry, M. (2004) Bad News from Israel. London and Sterling, Virginia: Pluto.

Mernissi, F. (1994, repr. 1995) Dreams of Trespass: Tales of a Harem Girlhood. Boston: Addison Wesley.

Morris, T. (1991) The Despairing Developer: Diary of an Aid Worker in the Middle East. London and New York: Tauris.

For background on the sociology of the Middle East, a helpful text is:

Pappé, I.  (2005)  The Modern Middle East.  London and New York: Routledge.

(All of these books are available in John Smith bookstore and in the Boole Library, and a few copies of  the second and third texts are in the Offprint Library.)

Additional readings, which will be available in the offprint library, will be indicated in class and in the assessment guidelines.

SC3015
           
   Research Project                

     Staff

All single and joint honours students must do SC3015. It  is the responsibility of students to ensure that they register with the department for this module.

Module Objective

To provide a discursive environment enabling the student to carry out an extensive research project. 

Module Content

At the beginning of term students will be asked to indicate a topic for a research project. On this basis they will be assigned to a member of staff who will act as their supervisor. Please note that it may not be possible to assign students to the supervisor of their choice.  
Students will be expected to meet with their supervisor on a regular basis (either in seminar or on a one-to-one level) to plan, research and write their module work.

Staff are prepared to supervise work within their areas of expertise and these are generally indicated by the modules that they teach at second and third year level.  

Assessment

200 marks in total. 

Completed work (maximum 10,000 words) to be submitted on the last day of the second term.  Only typed or word-processed projects can be accepted. The supervisor and a second reader will assess the project. The external examiner will validate the final mark

Compulsory Elements

Seminar attendance, meeting with supervisor and submission of research project.

Guidelines and Requirements

The purpose of the research project is to provide you with the opportunity to develop your research skills.  The following are the issues you must address in your research and then report on in your completed project:

1.
What do you want to study and why?  Your completed project will clearly state both the subject matter of your research and your aim expressed in precise research question(s). This section will also address your rationale, i.e. why you considered this to be a topic worthy of research time and effort and what wider benefits (in terms of the literature or the wider society) could flow from your research.

2.
Who else in the wider literature has studied the same or a similar issue, and what did they find in their research?  This is your literature review. Here you discuss the existing empirical research literature relevant to your topic, establish the state of the art in that area, and show how your own research learns from, builds on and goes beyond it.

3.
What concepts and theoretical assumptions are currently being used in the literature to study the topic you have chosen? Which ones will you use, and why?  This is where you elaborate on the theoretical literature relevant to your topic and present both the conceptual analysis of your topic and the theoretical framework that you used, together with reasons for your choice.
4.
How are you going to collect data in a manner that will allow you to answer your research question?  Here you outline the research design, based on your methodological (e.g. quantitative, qualitative, critical or triangulation) approach and incorporating the corresponding research methods you used. Besides justifying you choices, you are also required to account here for any ethical considerations raised by your research.

5.
What data will you collect and how will you go about this?  Here you present the data you have gathered. These data must be predominantly new primary data. ‘Primary data’ consist of information that you have independently gained from your own observation, questionnaires and interviewing, or that you have derived from sources such as official statistics, historical archives, cultural documents, and the mass media (e.g. newspapers, TV programmes, film). Any source could be used as long as the data obtained from it meet the criterion of being ‘primary’. We will not accept as ‘primary data’ material drawn from the existing sociological literature.

6.
How will you cast your data in a form that allows you to address and to answer your research question(s)? It is not enough simply to collect information; this has to be put in a form that allows you to use it. Here you report on your analysis of your data. While being guided by your theory, the analysis will reflect your methodological choice, which means it will be quantitative, qualitative, critical or some combination of these (i.e. triangulation).
7.
What do your data allow you to say about the question you raised? What insights do they offer? What can you now say about the research question(s) you raised at the outset?  This is the stage of interpretation and/or explanation. Information on its own is essential, but it has to be worked on to become an interpretation and/or an explanation. Here theory is very important. It is decisive for the sociological nature and quality of your project. The role of both data and theory should be clearly evident at this stage in your report where you not only answer your research question(s) but also relate it to the purpose or aim of your research. 

8.
What overall conclusions can you draw from your research, and what are its implications for the wider literature. Here you indicate what contribution you made through your research, i.e. whether you confirmed existing knowledge, filled a gap in or extended existing knowledge, produced new knowledge, or opened up a field for further research. A reflexive consideration of both the strengths and weaknesses of your research is strongly recommended.

Marks will be allocated for each component of the project in accordance with percentage weightings that will be indicated in class. The marks you receive will take account of the quality, clarity and coherence of your exposition and writing. 
SC3023


Sociology of Health and Illness II:

New Direction and Current Debates

Lecturers: Kieran Keohane, Kathy Glavanis-Grantham, Ger Mullally, and Tracey Skillington

Module Objective

To provide a thorough grounding in the debates through which the sociology of health and illness have developed and to connect these debates to some of the more pressing issues around health and disease in contemporary society.

Module Content

This module provides a comprehensive overview of contemporary debates in the area of health and illness, situating them in the context of ongoing debates on modernity and reflexivity, risk society, citizenship and globalisation.  The module will centrally explore the ethico-political endeavour of modern medicine.  This will be critically re-examined in the light of significant social changes and contemporary debates about the role of modern medicine, the expansion of its jurisdiction, the cultural imperative of health, the role of public health and health promotion, and the impact of medical technologies on social and political environments.  Health issues in the context of the ‘developing’ world will also be addressed with respect to competing knowledge claims, sociological theories of development and global inequality.  Substantive areas areas of enquiry will be explored with respect to new directions in the Sociology of Health and Illness and contemporary issues and debates.

Section One (Kieran Keohane)

This section of the module will focus on the Sociology of Food, Obesity and Eating Disorders. Beginning from a discussion of the role of ‘fast food’ and the industrialization of food processing and the transformation of the food chain in the current epidemic of obesity, we will develop a discussion of the meaning of food and practices of eating in the course of civilization. In particular we will consider the symbolic order of food –what food means, the role of food and eating in the construction of individual and collective identities and the reproduction of fundamental social institutions. We will look at the disintegration of the social institution of ‘the meal’ under conditions of globalized mass culture; the de-containment of desire and the emergence of insatiability, epicureanism and gluttony on the one hand, and anorexia and bulimia as defensive re-ordering practices on the other as characteristic symptoms of what is ‘obesogenic’ in contemporary society.

Section Two (Kathy Glavanis-Grantham)

This part of the module will explore the medicalisation of health and the impact of the pharmaceutical industry.  First, the phenomenon of the medicalisation of health will be analysed through the work of Ivan Illich and others.  Second, the role of the pharmaceutical industry in these processes will be examined.  Here, the notions of ‘disease mongering’ and ‘selling sickness’ will be central.  Third, how these processes impact upon the ‘developing’ world will be explored, particularly in terms of the pricing of medicines, intellectual property rights (IPR), and clinical trials. 

Section Three (Ger Mullally)

This part of the module relates the issues of health and illness to global debates on environment and sustainable development.  It will explore the changing conceptions of the relationship between society and nature in the context of the debate on sustainable development at the level of international bodies such as the United Nations and the World Health Organisation as well as in the Irish context.  The central focus of this part of the module is the growing institutionalisation of a more encompassing and holistic conceptualisation of health beyond specific bio-medical assumptions.

Section Four (Tracey Skillington)

This section of the module explores ‘the cultural imperative of health, the role of public health and health promotion’, as specified in the description of the module content. In this instance, we will examine the social production of knowledge on the germ. We will look at how health science has brought forth what is hidden, has made visible this invisible enemy known as the germ. We will look at the transformation of scientific information on germs into cultural meaning, beginning with the health expert and their role in the initial signification of germs. 

We will then examine the wider social articulation of meaning on germs in government reports and media coverage of recent issues like hygiene standards in hospitals and the issue of super bugs. We will look at how collectively the expert, the media, and the government help assign cultural significance to germs and in the process, help shape ‘what matters’ in our understandings of human health issues. Finally, we will explore the ‘valorization’ of germs where value, particularly economic value is added to their social significance. For instance, the creation of huge global markets around the production and sale of domestic cleaning agents, as well as the growing financial support being offered to scientific research in this medical field. How has the health industry turned wider cultural themes of risk, safety and uncertainty into a market ploy to increase sales of its cleansing agents in this contemporary war against germs?

 Assessment

100 marks in total

Continuous Assessment (1 X 2500 word essay  50 marks)

End of Year Written Examination 50 marks

Compulsory Elements

Lecture attendance, essay submission and written examination

Reading List

Each lecturer for the module will provide a list of readings for their section of the module.

Location: G20 Fridays 14.00-16.00 (second term)

SC3026 


Social Movements 

Dr Ethel Crowley
Module Objective

This course focuses on the theories of social movements and their application to case studies, in the Irish and international contexts.  


Module Content

Social movements have a vision of a transformed society and are international and transcultural in scope. The aim of this course is to demonstrate the usefulness of the sociological imagination for understanding the many new social movements that have emerged in recent years. The political arena is now much more varied than in the past, with people expressing their political views in different ways than simply affiliation to a political party. Movements, such as the women’s movement and the green movement, have entered the political sphere which represent values that transcend traditional class lines. The socio-historical circumstances in which such specific movements emerged and developed, and their core mobilising issues, are elucidated and theorised. This course introduces the ways in which sociologists explain the operation of these diffuse groups. It begins by presenting competing sociological theories on New Social Movements, and by outlining the differences between the European and US perspectives on the subject. It then goes on to discuss the women’s movement and the green movement, as they have emerged worldwide. It finally focuses upon some examples of movements from the non-Western world illustrating the interpenetrating nature of these groups.

Topics Covered:

Concepts and Definitions

Social Movements as Collective Action

Resource Mobilisation

New Social Movements Theory

Constructionist Approaches and the Integrationist Thesis

The Old and New Left:  Varieties of Socialism

The Women's Movement

The Green Movement

The Global Justice Movement

The Future of Social Movements  

Regional Case Studies


Assessment

Total Marks 100

Continuous Assessment 33 marks (essay)

1x1½ hr(s) End of Year Written Examination 67 marks



Compulsory Elements

End of Year Written Examination; Continuous Assessment.



Penalties (for late submission of Course/Project Work etc.)

No late submission accepted


Recommended Readings

Additional sources will be recommended throughout the course 

(available in the offprint library). 

D. Della Porta and Mario Diani (1999) Social Movements:  An Introduction.  

Byrne, Paul (1997) Social Movements in Britain.

Giugni, M (1999) How Social Movements Matter.

Della Porta, D, H. Kriesi & D. Rucht (1999) Social Movements in a Globalising World.

Cohen, Robin & M. Rai (2000) Global Social Movements.
Castells, Manuel (1997) The Power of Identity.

Maheu, Louis (1995) Social Movements and Social Classes.

Eyerman, Ron & A Jameson (1991) Social Movements: A Cognitive Approach.

Mohanty,M et al. (1998) People’s Rights.

Jenkins, J C & B Klandermans (1995) The Politics of Social Protest.

Touraine, Alain (1982) The Voice and the Eye.

Melucci, A (1989) Nomads of the Present.

Lyman, S M (1995) Social Movements: Critiques, Concepts, Case Studies.

Wignaraja, P (1993) New Social Movements in the South.

Foweraker, Joe (1995) Theorizing Social Movements.

Diani, Mario (1992) ‘The Concept of Social Movement’, Sociological Review 40, (1): 1-25.

Diani, Mario & R Eyerman (1992) Studying Collective Action.
Rucht, Dieter (Ed.) (1991)  Research on Social Movements:  The State of the Art in Western Europe and the USA. Chapter 1.

Turner, R. and Killian, L. (1972) Collective Behaviour. Chapter 13. 

Smelser, Neil (1962) Theory of Collective Behaviour. pp.12-21. 

McCarthy, John and Zald, Mayer (1977).  ‘Resource Mobilisation and Social Movements:  A Partial Theory’,  American Journal of Sociology 82, (6): pp.1212-41.

Kitschelt, Herbert (1991)  ‘Resource Mobilisation Theory:  A Critique’.  In Dieter Rucht (ed.) Research on Social Movements:  The State of the Art in Western Europe and the USA. pp. 323-347.

Offe, Claus (1985) ‘New Social Movements:  Challenging the Boundaries of  Institutional Politics’.  Social Research 52: 817-68.

Scott, Alan (1990) Ideology and the New Social Movements, Chapter 1: New Social Movements - Major Themes.

Dalton, Russell J. and Kuechler, Manfred (1990)  Challenging the Political Order:  New Social and Political Movements in Western Democracies, Chapter 1  The Challenge of New Movements.

Ferree, Myra M. and Miller, Frederich D. (1985) ‘Mobilisation and Meaning:  Toward and Integration of Social Psychological and Resource Perspectives on Social Movements’,  Sociological Inquiry 55: 38-61.

Klandermans, Bert and Tarrow, Sidney (1988) ‘Mobilisation into Social Movements:  Synthesising European and American Approaches’.  In Bert Klandermans, Hanspeter Kriesi and Sidney Tarrow (eds.) From Structure to Action:  Social Movement Participation Across Cultures.  International Social Movement Research, 1, Greenwich, Conn.:  JAI Press, 1-38.  

Connolly, Linda (1996) ‘The Women's Movement in Ireland 1970-1995:  A Social Movements Analysis’,  Irish Journal of Feminist Studies 1, 1.  Cork University Press.

Ryan, Barbara (1992) Feminism and the Women's Movement:  Dynamics of Change in Social Movement Ideology and Activism. 

Dahlerup, Drude (1986) ‘Is the New Women's Movement Dead? Decline or Change of the Danish Movement’.  In Drude Dahlerup (ed.)  The New Women's Movement: Feminism and Political Power in Europe and the US. Pp. 217-244.

Carden, Maren Lockwood (1989) ‘Social Movement Continuity: The Women's Movement in Abeyance’, American Sociological Review 54: 761-773.

Tovey, Hilary (1992) ‘Environmentalism in Ireland:  Modernisation and Identity’.  In P. Clancy et al (eds.) Ireland and Poland: Comparative Perspectives.  Dublin:  UCD.

Roseneil, Sasha (1995) Disarming Patriarchy: Feminism and Political Action at Greenham. 

Yearley, Steven (1995) ‘The Social Shaping of the Environmental Movement in Ireland’.  In P. Clancy et al. (eds.) Irish Society: Sociological Perspectives. 

Scott, Alan (1990)  Varieties of Ideology within the Ecology Movement, Chapter 4.
Piven, Frances Fox and Cloward, Richard A. (1977)  Poor People's Movements:  Why They Succeed, How They Fail, Chapter 4.

Boggs, Carl (1995) The Socialist Tradition: From Crisis to Decline.

Mayer, Margit (1995) ‘Social-Movement Research in the United States: A European Perspective’.  In Stanford M. Lyman (ed.) Social Movements:  Critiques, Concepts, Case-Studies. 

Kriesi, Hanspeter et al. (1995) New Social Movements in Western Europe:  A Comparative Analysis, Chapters 6-9.

SC3029  
 
Sociology of the Environment  
   Dr Ger Mullally

Module Objective

To trace the social, historical, and cultural bases of environmental concern and the development of the institutional framework for environmental protection in Ireland.

Module Content

The progression of ‘the sociology of the environment’ as a field of inquiry has arguably been intensified in the latter part of the twentieth century. Szersynski et al. (1996) note that the shift in emphasis in the late 1980’s, from environmental threat to sustainable development, created an opening that recognised notions of equity, justice and basic human rights as intrinsic aspects of the environmental issue.  High profile international events like the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 have contributed to a situation where environmentally related issues are more prominent in policy and public discourse than at any previous time (Taylor and Buttel 1994).  

Environmental Sociology has had mixed fortunes since the 1970s when Dunlap and Catton introduced their distinctive New Ecological Paradigm which was defined as ‘the study of the interaction between the environment and society’ (Dunlap & Catton 1979, Hannigan 1995, McNaughtan and Urry 1998).  Throughout the 1980s and 1990s environmental sociology, rather than achieving the status of a ‘new ecological paradigm’, has been embroiled in the broader controversy of the realist-constructivist debate in the social sciences (Delanty 1997).  Bell (1998) characterises this divide in environmental sociology as a dispute regarding purpose.  Is the purpose to understand environmental problems or to understand environmental ‘problems’?  Realists argue that constructivists have an overly socialised conception of nature ignoring the material basis of environmental problems (Benton 1994, Dickens 1996, Martell 1994). In reply constructivists argue that the realist conception of environmental problems masks important social and cultural dimensions of the ‘environmental crisis’ (Hannigan 1995, Yearly 1991, Yearly 1996, Hajer 1995).  

The purpose of the module is to explore the dimensions of these positions and the implications posed for a broader ‘sociology of the environment’ that incorporates the insights and contributions from recent developments in social theory. In particular, we will explore the competing frameworks of the Risk Society and Ecological Modernisation that are at the centre of many of the recent reflections on the contemporary contribution of sociology to environmental issues.  Rather than simply outlining the diverse positions in what is far from a unified field we will explore the application of the sociology of the environment to the experience in Ireland. 

Module Topics

· Nature and Sociology

· Environmental Sociology and Beyond

· Nature and Society: The Historical Context.

· The Social Organisation of Environmental Concern.

· The Politics of the Environment.

· ‘From Environmentalism to Ecological Discourse?’: Questioning Sustainable Development.

· Governance, Democracy and Sustainability: The Ecological Reorganisation of Society?

Assessment

100 marks in total.

1 essay due on the last day the second term (33 marks)

1 x 1.5 hr end of year examination (67 marks)

Compulsory Elements

Lecture attendance, essay and written examination.

Key Readings

Barry, J. (1999)  Environment and Social Theory. London: Routledge. 

Beck, U. (1995) ‘Sociology and the Ecological Issue’, in Ecological Enlightenment: Essays on the Politics of the Risk Society. New Jersey: Humanities Press International Inc. pp. 117-132.

Eder, K. (1996) The Social Construction of Nature: A Sociology of Ecological Enlightenment. London: Sage.

Hannigan, J. (1995)  Environmental Sociology: A Social Constructionist Perspective. London & New York: Routledge.

McNaughten, P and Urry J. (1998) Contested Natures. London/ Thousand Oaks, New Delhi: TCS/Sage Publications ltd.

Additional Readings 

Topic-related readings will be assigned in class and made available through the Departmental Offprint Library.

SC3031        
The Sociology of Death, 
Dr. Kathy Glavanis-

Dying and Bereavement


       Grantham
Module Objective

This module has both a substantive and theoretical aim: to familiarise you with the major social-economic and cultural changes that have occurred in how western societies have experienced death, dying and bereavement and the theoretical underpinnings of the analyses put forward to explain these changes.  This linkage between the conceptual and the substantive is an extremely important part of this module.

Module Content

This module is divided into three parts.  The first part will introduce the student to the general field of the sociology of health, within which the sociology of death, dying and bereavement needs to be located.  Here, we will explore the major theoretical perspectives on medicine and society, as well as examining issues such as the body in medicine, representations of medicine, illness and disease, lay perspectives, and power relations in the medical encounter.  

The second part of the module will focus on the sociology of death and dying.  This is a relatively new field within sociology, but one that is growing in strength.  As some have argued, there has been a revival of death in recent times.  Here, we will examine how the social phenomena of death and dying have undergone change in the last two centuries, focusing predominately on the experiences of Europe and the United States.  A key concern will be to explore how the biomedical model emerges in the nineteenth century and comes to dominate understandings of health, in general, and of death and dying more specifically.  However, this dominance has been increasingly criticised in the last two decades, both within and outside the medical profession, and a new emphasis on listening and the recognition of other ways of knowing and understanding has become more widespread.  

The third part of the module will focus on the phenomenon of bereavement from a sociological perspective.  Here, again, this is a relatively new field within sociology, as  those who hitherto examined bereavement have tended to be psychologists.  The wider socio-historical context will be crucial, as the phenomenon of bereavement cannot be understood in isolation or as static or as merely an individual experience.  More specifically, this section of the module will examine how the ways in which people integrate the dead into their lives have changed as well as  how dominant normative ideas on  grief and bereavement act to “police” those who experience loss.

Documentary films will be used as a teaching tool in order to develop an understanding of the processes which are the focus of the course, as well as a means of developing an empathy for those experiencing death, dying and bereavement. 

Assessment

100 marks in total

1 essay  (2,500 words) due on  Friday, 9 February 2007 at 5 p.m. (40 marks)

1 x 1.5 hr. end of year examination (50 marks)

Attendance (10 marks)

Compulsory Elements

Lecture attendance, essay and written examination

Reading List

There are three essential texts for this module:

Lupton, D. (1994, repr. 1998) Medicine as Culture: Illness, Disease and the Body in Western Societies. London,Thousand Oaks and New Delhi: Sage.

Walter, T. (1994, repr. 1997) The Revival of Death. London and New York: Routledge.

Walter, T. (1999) On Bereavement:  The Culture of Grief. Buckingham and Philadelphia: Open University Press.

(These texts may be purchased from John Smith bookstore and there are multiple copies of them in Boole Library.)

Additional readings, which will be available in the offprint library and the Boole Library, will be indicated in class.

SC3033
   The Sociology of Knowledge
       Dr Tracey Skillington

Module Objective

The aim of this course is to assist students in developing a penetrating sociological understanding of contemporary society and culture. The focus is on the social production of knowledge.

Module Content
‘Knowledge’, as we know it today, is far from being an obvious component of social reality. If anything, this prized entity is the product of many centuries of social struggle between competing actors. Conflict in this instance has classically centred around the issue of who has the greatest social capacity to define the ‘truth’ on an issue. Our cultural interpretations of ‘knowledge’ to date have reflected a peculiar mix of Greek philosophy, French Cartesianism, English positivism, and American constructionism, amongst other things.

This course will historically retrace what we may call this social production of knowledge. It will critically account for how certain age-old epistemological approaches to the knowledge object continue to shape our understandings and knowledge of international politics, science, technology, human health, nature, risk, and society in general.

‘Knowledge’ is more than just knowledge of facts and figures. Highly relevant also is knowledge of everyday life, as well as knowledge of the self and ‘other’. This course will focus in on the work of some of sociology’s most pre-eminent theorists, including Max Weber, Michel Foucault, Pierre Bourdieu, Peter Berger and Thomas Luckmann, Theodor Adorno, amongst others, and examine how each has conceptualised the issue of knowledge and its social production. 

It will then assess the various challenges posed to the scientific knowledge subject from philosophers like Nietzsche, Heidegger and Derrida, artistic movements, including surrealists like Bataille, Gadamer and the tradition of critical hermeneutics, as well as postmodernists like Baudrillard. It will look at the contribution new social movements have made to the critical re-evaluation of the role of science and its contribution to the global risk society.  

Collectively, such challenges have contributed to a cultural shift from a knowledge order that values a scientifically-nurtured homogeneity to one full of flexibility and a diversification of knowledge perspectives. The course will finish by looking at some of these new knowledge perspectives and the contribution they are currently making to discourse on democracy

Assessment

100 marks in total.

1 essay due on the last day the second term (33 marks)

1 x 1.5 hr end of year examination (67 marks)

Readings

Appropriate literature will be indicated in class.

SC3034 

    Contesting Modernities: 
     Dr. Ethel Crowley




   The Sociology of Culture

 
Module Objective

The aim of this course is to relate our understanding of the world around us directly with developments in classical and contemporary social theory, with special focus upon the broad topic of culture. 

Module Content

The relationship between the two key areas of culture and the economy is one of the core sociological dichotomies within sociology today. How much does one affect or determine the other is one of the main topics that underlies much sociological theorising. This course will bring you through the work of many of the major authors in the field, with a strong emphasis on referring to their primary texts. These authors will be both classical theorists and contemporary contributors to the field. This will give you the confidence to put their key ideas into practice by applying them to everyday life. There will be an international dimension to the course, with authors and examples from the non-Western world being very much in evidence. There will also be a strong interactive element to this course.

· Introduction to culture – socialisation

· Legacies of Durkheim, Marx and Weber; culture and economics

· Cultural Marxism and the legacy of Gramsci

· Introduction to Contemporary theorists

· Focus on work of Pierre Bourdieu

· Focus on work of Stuart Hall and Centre for Cultural Studies

· Culture and Globalisation

· Sociolinguistics

· Culture and post-colonialism: the work of Edward Said

· Culture and non-Western Feminisms

· Culture and Place: the work of David Harvey and Edward Soja

· The Network Society: the work of Manuel Castells

· Culture and Consumption

· Identity Politics

· Cultural Resistance and Subcultures

· Social Movements
Assessment

Total Marks 100

Continuous Assessment 33 marks (Essay)

End of Year Written Examination 67 marks


Compulsory Elements

1 x 1½ hr(s) End of Year Written Examination; Continuous Assessment.

Penalties (for late submission of Course/Project Work etc.)

No late submission accepted

 
Readings

Text:

Jenks, Chris (1993) Culture (Key Ideas series)

Some Major Readings (in order of importance):

The Polity Reader in Cultural Theory 

Featherstone, Mike (1991) Global Culture (contains key articles by Worsley, Wallerstein, Hannerz, Appadurai)

Featherstone, Mike (1995) (contains classic pieces by Robertson on glocalisation and Nederveen Pieterse on hybridisation)

Morley, David & Chen, K-H (1996) Stuart Hall: Critical Dialogues in Cultural Studies.

Hall, Stuart (1997) Representation: Cultural Representation and Signifying Practices.
Featherstone, Mike & Lash, Scott (1999) Spaces of Culture: City – Nation – World (on cities and subcultures)

Tomlinson, John (1999) Globalisation and Culture.

SC3035
  Globalization and Development
    Dr Niamh Hourigan









    Dr Patricia Callinan
Module Objective
To introduce students to the concept of globalization and the major theories of development and to illustrate how the development project has been affected by growing awareness of globalization.

Module Content

The course begins with a historical overview of the concept of globalization. The second section examines the roots of the development project and the major schools of development theory. The third part of the course reviews various theories of globalization and explores how these frameworks have altered development theory. The final section examines responses to globalization and reviews case studies illustrating the impact of globalization on development projects.

Course Themes

1. Historic Contexts of Globalization: Thinking about the Global

2. Development Objectives: Origins of the Development Project

3. Modernization Theory and Early Development Initiatives

4. Development of Underdevelopment: Andre Gunter Frank and Dependency Theory.

5. Impact of the Dependency Perspective on Development Initiatives

6. Wallerstein’s World Systems Theory: Economic and Cultural Dimensions

7. The World Systems Perspective and NGO’s

8. From Development to Globalization

9. Transnational Corporation and Capitalist Globalization

10. Transnational Practices in the Third World

Assessment

Total Marks 100

Continuous Assessment (1 x 2000 word Essay) 33 marks

End of Year Written Examination 67 marks

Course Text

Timmons Roberts, J and Amy Hite (2000) From Modernization to Globalization: Perspectives on Development and Social Change. Oxford Blackwell.

SC3036


Living Spaces:


Dr K Keohane

     Social Construction of Habitat
 
Dr C O’Connell
Module Objective and Content

In this module historical and contemporary housing models will be examined using sociological and social policy paradigms to explore the relationship between the built environment and social order and reproduction. In particular it will examine social constructs such as:

*
Social architecture, planning and models of the “good society”;

*
Home ownership, membership and social exclusion;

*
The subject of private household / the object of public housing;

*
The citizen-consumer / the welfare state client;

*
The good neighbourhood / the dangerous ghetto; 

*
Domestic bliss / delinquency and “the broken home”;

*
The house as commodity fetish and the consuming practices of home-making;

*
Politics of Rural Housing;

*
Sustainable living spaces for the future.   

A number of field trips, site visits and visiting speakers will be organised as part of the module.

Readings

Students will be issued with a detailed reading list / bibliography at the first lecture.

SC3039

Philosophy of Social Science

Piet Strydom

Module Objective

This course seeks to encourage a thorough understanding of the nature of sociology as a social scientific discipline by focusing on its epistemological and methodological foundations.

Module Content

Against the background of the major methodological controversies from the early nineteenth to the early twenty-first century, this course inquires into the different historical and contemporary epistemological-methodological paradigms as well as related cognitive practices relevant to sociology as a social scientific discipline. The framework of the course is provided, on the one hand, by the dominant tradition running via classical positivism and neo-positivism to the current post-positivist or post-empiricist situation and, on the other, by the suppressed or marginalised approaches, including the interpretative and the critical traditions, which have resurfaced and regained more general legitimacy since the second half of the twentieth century. The account culminates in a consideration of the current situation characterised by new challenges and new directions such as feminism, constructivism, realism, naturalism, pragmatism and cognitivism. The emphasis on particular developments will be determined in liaison with interested students.

Assessment

100 marks in total

1 essay due at the end either of the first semester or of the second semester (33 marks)

1 x 1.5 hour examination in May/June (67 marks)

Reading List

Core Text:

Delanty, Gerard and Strydom, Piet eds. (2003) Philosophies of Social Science: The Classic and Contemporary Readings. Maidenhead and Philadelphia: Open University Press/McGraw-Hill.

(This book contains the bibliographical details of a wide range of relevant – both historical and contemporary – readings).

Supplementary Texts:

Delanty, Gerard (2005, 2nd edition).  Social Science: Philosophical and Methodological Foundations. Maidenhead: Open University Press/McGraw-Hill.

Outhwaite, W. (1996) ‘The Philosophy of the Social Sciences., in Bryan S Turner (ed.) The Blackwell Companion to Social Theory. Oxford: Blackwell, pp. 83-106.

SC3046
       
  Gender and Sexuality
                Dr Linda  Connolly





          
                         Dr Jaqui O’Riordan

Module Objective and Content

How does ‘sexuality’ come into being, and what connections does it have with the changes that have affected personal life more generally in recent decades? This seminar deals with the role of sexuality and gender in modern culture.  According to Giddens, the revolutionary changes in which sexuality has become caught up are more long-term than generally conceded. He sees them as intrinsic to the development of modern societies as a whole and to the broad characteristics of that development. Sexuality as we know it today is a creation of modernity, a terrain upon which the contradictory tendencies of modern social life play themselves out in full. Emancipation and oppression, power, opportunity and risk—these have become a part of a ‘heady mix’ that ties our individual lives to global outcomes and the transformation of intimacy.

We live today in a social order in which, for the first time in history, women are becoming more equal to men — or at least have lodged a claim to such equality as their right. This seminar attempts to analyze the gender inequalities that persist in the economic and political domains but also concentrates on the more hidden personal area in which women and men, in the course of their day-to-day lives, quite apart from any political agenda have pioneered changes of general importance. 

General themes in the course:

· Feminist theory since the 1960s – it’s impact on social theorising

· Feminism and cultural change in Ireland/the Irish Women’s Movement

· Gender, sexuality and modernity: Performativity and youth culture, sexual practices, transformation of intimacy, ‘family’ life, institutionalisation of heterosexism, gay and lesbian movement, ‘New’ Masculinities

Assessment

100 marks in total.

One assignment, which must be completed by all students, due on the last day of the second term (33 marks).

1 x 1.5 hr. examination at the end of the academic year (67 marks).

Compulsory Elements

Lecture Attendance, Written Assignment; End of Year Written Examination.

Penalties (for late submission of Course/Project Work etc.): 5% of the assigned mark will be deducted from submissions 1-3 days late. 10% of the assigned mark will be deducted from submissions 4-7 days late. 20% of the mark will be deducted from submissions 8-14 days late.

Requirements for Supplemental Examination: 1 x 1½hr written paper. A pass Continuous Assessment mark is carried forward to the Autumn. If a student fails, or does not submit Continuous Assessment, he/she must submit alternative assessment(s) as prescribed by the Department.

Readings

A DETAILED OUTLINE AND READING LIST WILL BE PROVIDED ON-LINE AT blackboard.ucc.ie (to get a password to access this site contact the computer centre at UCC)
Sample of Readings:

Connolly, L. (2002) The Irish Women’s Movement: From Revolution to Devolution.

Giddens, A. (1992) The Transformation of Intimacy. New York: Stanford.

Skeggs, B. (1997) Formations of Class and Gender. London: Sage.

General Guidelines for Essays and Projects

In addition to the requirements for the submission of work detailed above, Research Projects (SC3015) should also contain the following elements: 

Common Features of the Essay and Project

They should be written in correct language, from spelling through syntax to punctuation. Also they should have an introduction, a development and a conclusion.

1. The introduction should address the following:

· what it is the author intends to focus on (the problem or issue);

· what the author seeks to accomplish in the essay or project (the aim);

· how the author intends to deal with the problem and reach the aim of the text (the methodology);

· the reason or reasons why the author sees fit to select this problem, to pursue this aim, and apply this methodology (the rationale); and finally

· the contribution the author seeks to make by writing the text (e.g. systematizing existing knowledge, filling a gap in the literature, exploring a new area, producing new knowledge, etc.).

2. In the development of the text, the following should be covered:

· a review of literature relevant to the problem;

· a theoretical clarification or framework in terms of which sense can be made first of the problem and, second, of the aim of the essay;

· an extended treatment of the problem in pursuit of the realisation of the aim.

3. The conclusion should include a summary of the following:

· the state of the development of the problem reached;

· the degree to which the aim was achieved;

· a self-critical, reflexive assessment of the limitations and strengths of the work done, including a statement of the contribution of the author to the literature and how it could be taken further.

4. Such work should comply with the technical requirements expected of  

      sociological work. They should contain:

· a table of contents specifying the structure and direction of argumentation of the text according to section and sub-section titles, as well as page numbers.

· references in the text to literature employed according to the reference system learned in First Year and consistently applied by the author;

· footnotes or end notes in order to comment on any point or to situate it in the context of current debates;

· a bibliography or list of works referred to at the end of the text, including author's name and initials, title, place of publication, publisher and date of publication;  and in the case of articles also the journal title, volume, and page numbers.

It is important in all written work to avoid plagiarism. Plagiarism is the presentation of material taken directly and without explicit acknowledgement from another source, whether that is a book, an article, the Internet or another student’s work, as your own. Your essay or project must be substantially your own work.  When you draw on someone else’s work, you must acknowledge your source.  You do this by giving the reference to it, following the guidelines to referencing learned in First Year.  If you quote directly, you must put that quote in inverted commas, indicating clearly where the quote begins and ends.

It is strongly recommended that students keep copies of all work submitted for particular modules, as the department may not be able to return the originals.  They may be required for examination purposes.
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Office Hours

Ms. Eleanor O’ Connor (Senior Departmental Executive Assistant) and Mr. Jerry O’ Sullivan, (Departmental Executive Assistant) Safari House, Donovan’s Road. 

The departmental secretaries’ office is open every day from 9.15 a.m. to 

11.00 a.m. and from 11.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.  It is closed in the afternoons.
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