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Following the economic crisis of the 1920s a new type of state was under creation throughout Europe. The liberal idea of ’laissez fair’ was gradualy replaced by an active and activating ’social state’, taking up more responsibilities in solving social questions. In many of the European countries, this took a form of ’family protection’ many times connected to eugenic ideas, linked to the strenthening of the nation and the ’race’. In Hungary, a new form of social work and social policy evolved, which was called ’Productive Social Policy’. This form of welfare work was similar to today’s ’micro-credit’ systems, in that it provided loans for poor rural families to buy a house and small land, or animals or seeds to start up small ventures. What makes it different from today’s programs is its interconnectedness with racism and especially anti-Semitism. The presentation will highlight the connection between the activating state and the forms of selection in the late 1930s and early 1940s Hungary, including dimensions of class, ’race’ and gender.

