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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE - #UCC004
Title: Accidents/Spills while working with Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) in a Class 1 or Class 2 Laboratory in UCC
Effective Date: 

Approvals (Signature and Date):

Author (Signature)
Technical Authority (Signature) Date: 

1.0
PURPOSE 

1.1 This SOP outlines the precautions taken in the event of an unforeseen accident/spill while working with GMM/GMOs. The containment measures necessary to ensure that the activity presents no harm to man or to the environment will determine the class for any particular GMM activity.
2.0
SCOPE

2.1
This SOP applies to all labs in UCC where GMM/GMO work takes place. 
3.0
RESPONSIBILITY
3.1
It is the responsibility of those working with GMMs & GMOs to be aware of precautions when working with such material (S.I No.73/2001 – Genetically Modified Organisms (Contained Use) Regulations, 2001). Biological containment is always considered during GMM/GMO work.
4.0
MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT


4.1

70% ethanol solution (wash-bottle), effective disinfectant such 



as Vircon or Decon, 5% bleach solution, antibacterial hand-wash 


and an autoclave.
5.0 HEALTH AND SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS

5.1
The H&S considerations when dealing with GMM/GMOs are critical to researcher and environment alike. Please work in a safe manner using GLP and GMP.

6.0
PROCEDURE

6.1
In the unforeseen event that an accident/spill occurs, clean-up and decontamination should begin immediately. 

6.2
Gloves and lab coats should be worn. Cover the spill with paper towels to contain in from spreading.

6.3
An effective disinfectant should be used and applied in a manner that minimises aerosols (5% bleach solution). All material that comes into contact with the spilled agent should be disinfected and autoclaved.

6.4
Extra care needs to be taken if there is broken glass/sharps involved. Follow the above steps and cover the affected area with paper towels. Disinfectant should then be poured over the towels and left for an appropriate length of time (e.g. 30 minutes). The paper and broken material can then be cleared away. Use cardboard/ dust-pan and tweezers to remove sharp objects and deposit in appropriate broken glass/sharps disposal box. Contaminated tissue/cardboard should be autoclaved.

6.5
All accidents and spills should be reported to lab manager or responsible person and a written record of such spills should be maintained in the laboratory.
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