Draft Minutes of UCCRSA Meeting held on Thursday 26th of February 2017

3-4pm O’Rahilly Building, ORB. G. 30 
Present: RG, GD (via Skype), AA, JS, CO’M & SH.         

Apologies: MJ, OX, EC. 
Correspondence: Emails from Mary O’Regan in HR. 

Minutes Approved for March.  

Matters Arising from Minutes:
1) Report from Chair:

a. Meeting with President: RG organised UCCRSA meeting with President O’Shea on April 27th at 15.30. All UCCRSA Committee welcome to attend. RG will prepare Agenda to plan meeting and circulate. 

b. Updates re: IFUT. RG in consultation with GD and ES, approached Mike Jennings, Head of IFUT, and attended the IFUT National Council meeting in Dublin, to propose setting up a National Research Sub-Committee Group of IFUT (with all HEI’s represented) to forward UCCRSA issues at a National Level. Proposal accepted. RG to advance now. 
c. RG accepted on behalf of UCCRSA invitation to present at HR Researcher Conference, Thursday 25th of May in the Boole. Theme: “Today’s Researcher: Mobility is Key”. RG will be send out draft presentation and will be seeking input from the UCCRSA committee. 
d. Governing Body update: RG to enquire about putting Researcher Issues on GB agenda, or have a morning ‘briefing session’ for discussion. 
2) UCCRSA Strategy documents for 2017 (see attached sub-committee strategy documents):
a. Report from Chair of Advocacy Sub-Committee: 

i. SH reported that Bratislava document was submitted and well received. Thanks Shane. RG to forward BREXIT doc to Shane to circulate amongst the UCCRSA committee/comment and then Shane to forward to Andrew to upload on the UCCRSA website. 
ii. Shane reported he is leaving for UL. UCCRSA will be very sorry to see him go, but wish him well for the future. UCCRSA will organise an event to coincide with SH’s departure (through EG). 

b. Report from Chair of Media Sub-Committee:  
i. AA to issue Tweets on behalf of UCCRSA and update website, committee member profiles (each UCCRSA member to send on updated profile to AA). 
ii. AA informed us of his possible imminent departure to NUI, Maynooth. UCCRSA will be very sorry to see him go, but wish him well for the future. UCCRSA will organise an event to coincide with SH’s departure (through EG) to celebrate his and SH achievements. 
iii. JS agreed to take over the role of updating the website/social media, etc. in the interim period. Thanks to JS for taking this on. 

c. Report from Chair of Social Sub-Committee:
i. EG to organise ‘Board Game’ night. (EG was absent but submitted a report re: the Board Game night). RG to contact EG re: another Summer Social event to mark UCCRSA and AA and SH departures. 
d. Report from Chair of Outreach Sub-Committee 

i. JS to Chair this committee.  
ii. CoM joined this committee 
3) Update on 4 Colleges Research Committees 
a. (SEFS/CACCSS/CoMH/B&L)
i. JS on SEFS/MJ on Athena Swan/CoMH ? 
ii. XO to seek out CACCSS. EC on SEFS. 
4) Updated on ICoRSA (Gordon, et al.) EURAXSS, etc. 
a. GD said ICoRSA was not successful in last funding round.

b. Gordon to follow up with email correspondence with Jennifer of EURAXSS. 
c. ETUCE, GD to follow up cc RG who will follow up as well. 
5) AOB:  We will have at least one if not two Skype calls in advance of our next meeting in order to plan for the President’s meeting. 
RG suggested that AA could go on the IFUT committee as ‘Researcher Convenor’ at NUI, Maynooth, and SH in UL in the same capacity, so that the national committee ‘hit the ground running’. Both were open to the suggestion. RG to follow up. Thanks to both AA and SH for their willingness to cooperate. 

Next meeting to be announced in due course. 

