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July 14th, 2010

Migrants Security

Citizenship and Rights - Inextricably Interwoven or Potentially Exclusive?

Australia - the Australian Multicultural Advisory Council claiming that it is one of the most diverse and
multicultural societies. Surely a reason to be proud off if the claim is justified - and surely a reason to
be alert, asking if this is in actual fact the case but also by looking at underlying concepts in such
debates.

The national symposium MIGRANT SECURITY 2010: Citizenship and social inclusion in a transnational era is
hosted by the Public Memory Research Centre. Faculty of Arts at The University of Southern
Queensland, scheduled for the 15-16 July 2010 on the land of the Giabal and Jarowair. Convenors
are Dr Robert Mason Dr Anna Hayes.

Peter Herrmann will have the opportunity to contribute to the event - and surely will gain by learning
by getting involved in debates in a non-european setting.

He will be charing a session on Social Cohesion and the State

archive: 2010

The photo shows Peter Herrmann while visiting the  Japanese Garden of the university  . The
University is located on the land of the Giabal and Jarowair people of Toowoomba, the

traditional custodians of the lands. 

College of Arts, Celtic Studies and Social Sciences 
Social Policy
News Archive

http://www.ucc.ie/en/
http://www.immi.gov.au/about/stakeholder-engagement/national/advisory/amac/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&source=web&cd=3&ved=0CCQQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.immi.gov.au%2Fabout%2Fstakeholder-engagement%2F_pdf%2Fpeople-of-australia.pdf&ei=Xyk8TPCRAY6isQP_6MnaCg&usg=AFQjCNHayRG6Ak3synahIZkaWNIQtLduLA&sig2=JGqdnr1E_nOoztDwizis-w
http://www.usq.edu.au/migrantsecurity
http://www.usq.edu.au/facilities/gardens
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He will give also a presentation in a session chaired by Hurriyet Babacan (see for more info here) from

the Cairns Institute.

In his presentation on Making Sense of (Personal) History by Experiencing the Presence he will raise

questions around universal rights and the quest of recognising diversity.

July 12th, 2010

Social Quality - A Brief and Cursory Introduction

Going back to a conference presentation, a video on Social Quality can now be accessed on youtube.
The presentation is part of a presentation which had been geared to the topic of civil society, co-
presented with Wendy Earles - for technical reasons it is split into two parts.

Part One can be a access here;

Click here for Part Two

 

July 9th, 2010

CIVIL SOCIETY - SMALL STEPS FORWARD, AND NEVER BACK?

A social quality approach as (re)integration of civil society, the market and the state

Civil society movements, non-governmental organisations, non-profit sector - there are many different

names, combinations of elements, all naming very different entities; and also being concerned with

something all of them have in common: bringing people together who work in different capacities and

with different ideas on soci(et)al issues "within from outside": these people and their organisations are

obviously part of the societies and nevertheless they are engaging outside of the main institutional

frameworks of the commodified and commodifying system and outside of the system of government.

And still, they are in at least two ways heavily involved: on one hand it is about striving for influence;

and on the other hand it is about being drawn into the various mechanisms of markets and

administrations.

Against this background a rather common complain is: "We loose our identity, we are failing by

success, as the acknowledgement of our work also means the need to comply with the rules of the

game - and many of them are rules we actually want to overcome."

So what?

Many of the relevant issues will be discussed during the ISTR-conference in Istanbul,

Peter Herrmann, University of Eastern Finland will co-present with Wendy Earles, Cairns Institute at the

Jams Cook University, Australia,  some considerations on the topic

http://www.jcu.edu.au/cairnsinstitute/people/JCUTST_057570.html
http://www.womenaustralia.info/exhib/aimd/aimd-02.html
http://www.jcu.edu.au/cairnsinstitute/about/index.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUaz1n9Ximk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSZysJQT2Is
http://www.istr.org/conference/istanbul/index.htm
http://www.jcu.edu.au/sass/swcw/JCUPRD_017358.html
http://www.jcu.edu.au/cairnsinstitute/people/JCUTST_057570.html#_Research_Fe%20llows_In-Residence
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A social quality approach as (re)integration of civil society, the market and the state

It is part of the session titled "Approaches on Civil Society Actors"

Part of the presentation can be visited here. (long download time)

June 18th, 2010

Crisis - Social Quality - Social Policy

The current severe economic crisis and for instance how it effects Greece and the measures searched
for to settle the situation clearly show another time the need for rethinking social policy, emphasising
the need for rethinking social policy not in terms of an improved tool to be complementing economic
policies but as a fundamental shift in the orientation. The Working Paper on Social Quality - Social
Policy and Beyond argues in this direction and is now as Working Paper 22 available in Russian
language on the working paper subsite at this website.

See here for a more elaborated version in English language

For the working paper series click here.

 

June 14th, 2010

Old Challenges, revisited: Exclusion

One of the permanent and central challenges of societal development is the question of exclusion and
inclusion. The new William-Thompson working paper 21 revisits an important aspect by looking
at Empowerment - Processing the Processed.  The document had been elaborated with and is an extended
version of a contribution that will be published in the forthcoming book of the European Foundation on

Social Quality. 

 

June 12th, 2010

https://istr.conference-services.net/resources/588/1799/pdf/ISTR2010_0076.pdf
https://istr.conference-services.net/programme.asp?conferenceID=1799&action=prog_list&session=10133
http://blackboard.ucc.ie/webapps/lobj-podcast-bb_bb60/files/_467002_1/social%20quality.mp4
http://www.ucc.ie/en/socialpolicy/WilliamThompsonWorkingPapers/
http://www.ucc.ie/en/socialpolicy/WilliamThompsonWorkingPapers/WT_WP-19_Herrmann_SQ-beyond_SP.pdf
http://www.ucc.ie/en/socialpolicy/WilliamThompsonWorkingPapers/
http://www.ucc.ie/en/socialpolicy/WilliamThompsonWorkingPapers/WT_WP-21_Herrmann_empowerment.pdf
http://www.socialquality.eu/
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Book Launch Global Crossroads in Social Welfare

Emergent Issues, Debates and Innovations across the Globe in Hong Kong

In a global perspective Social Work and Social Development gain a rather distinct notion as it is not

possible anymore to maintain the commonly accepted standards and quarrels as they are known from

the national perspectives. New approaches have to be developed not only and possibly not primarily

by simple extensions and enhancement of existing rights. Rather, entirely different issues arise. I

many cases this means as well that new opportunities for empowerment and new issues gain

importance. It is especially about questions as

* the meaning and importance of economic issues - including not least the quest for a redefinition of

the economic itself,

* the work on the links between different societal issues, not least close link between social

development and environment

* the importance of social movements and the redefinition of empowerment strategies.

All this means not least that much can be learned by the so-called developed countries from those

who are considered as in need of development. The truth probably is that we can only together

understand what global development should be about.  

During the 2010 Joint World Conference on Social Work and Social Development (organised by ICSW, IASSW

and IFSW - June 10th - 14th, 2010) the book "Global Crossroads in Social Welfare. Emergent Issues,

Debates and Innovations across the Globe", edited by Elieth P. EyŽbiyi (Benin), Peter Herrmann

(Ireland/Finland/Hungary), Veronica Sheen (Australia) had been launched on the 12th of June, very

much dealing with developments that had been pointed on in the short note above.

(The photo shows Elieth during the presentation in Honk Kong)

http://www.swsd2010.org/en/index.html
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It had been published as volume XI of the series "Studies in Comparative Social Pedagogies and International

Social Work and Social Policy" conditions on request - please, contact for details the publisher: order [at]

eh-verlag.de  

 

June 7th, 2010

Science, Research and Human Rights

Science and research Ð like politics Ð faces the challenge of disappearing in the clouds of illegitimate

activities, working in administrative towers and on topics that are Ð in the better case Ð detached from

peopleÕs every dayÕs life and needs or Ð in the worse case Ð against their interests.

Sure, academic institutions increasingly recognise the challenge and Ð for instance Ð communicating

science is an issue in question. But the more importantly (social) science needs a new self-

understanding that actually takes as point of departure peopleÕs needs and understanding of where and

how they live. And furthermore, research should not only reach out but perform in an activating and

participative way.

Thanks to European Union project support a project could be started Ð and the UCC-Science

Shop ( Members Catherine OÕMahony, Peter Herrmann, Kenneth Burns, Eluska Fernandez, Feilim

OÕhAdhmaill, Claire Dorrity)  is part of this part of this FP7 program venture.

Last weekend the kick-off meeting took place in Groningen and Kenneth and Eluska representing the

Cork-group.

 

For one of the work packages, Peter brought in some inspiration into the project he brought back from

a visit to Austria: Human Rights on the local level and the elaboration of a local Human Rights

reports. The work package will focus on issues of the Travelling community in Cork. Close

http://sozialvergleich.org/
http://www.ucc.ie/en/mandc/news/fullstory,101746,en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=newsalert&lg=en&year=2009&na=na-181109
http://www.ucc.ie/en/appsoc/resconf/scishop/
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cooperation in this WP is foreseen with colleagues from Hungary and Spain. The support of two

students in Cork is already confirmed.

See as well the general call for projects.

 

June 3rd, 2010

Masslosigkeit Internationaler Socialer Arbeit - International Social Work - Lacking Limits and
Standards

The latest edition of the FORUM SOZIAL, edited by the Berufsverband Soziale Arbeit (2-2010), focuses

with some articles on theory and practice of social work in the light of "Aspects of International

Social Work". An article by Peter Herrmann is titled: "Masslosigkeit Internationaler Sozialer Arbeit"

("International Social Work Ð Lacking Limits and Standards"). The article builds on the premise:

It is not about a moral or natural rights based understanding of the social but we have to develop a

systematic framework for its reasoning and understanding.

(Es geht also nicht um eine allgemein moralische, ethische oder naturrechtliche Ableitung des

Sozialen, sondern darum, einen systema- tischen BegrŸndungs- und Verstehenszusammenhang zu

entwickeln.) [page 12]

http://www.ucc.ie/en/appsoc/bodytext,101716,en.html
http://www.dbsh.de/
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May 30th, 2010

The Irish Asia Strategy and Its China Relations

Fan Hong  and Jörn-Carsten Gottwald, both from the Irish Institute of Chinese Studies at University
College of Cork, are the editors of the book The Irish Asia Strategy and Its China Relations - 爱尔兰的亚洲
战略与中爱关系. 1999-2009.

 

The book had been published by Rozenberg Publisher, Amsterdam and is part of the European

Diversity Series which is edited by Peter Herrmann.

The new publication had been just in time finished to be launched on the 27th of May by

Minister of Foreign Affairs Michael Martin during the EXPO which is now taking place in

Shanghai.

May 28th, 2010 

http://www.ucc.ie/en/DepartmentsCentresandUnits/ChineseStudies/
http://www.rozenbergps.com/index.php
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Overcoming Segmentation of Public Administration

Public Administration in all areas is to a large extent chaacterised by the segmentation of its

dealing with social realities. Standards for public administration are following very much a

business model Ð and even where they are aiming on opening up procedures and increasing

accessibility, this is very much proposed as matter of better management, focusing on consumers

rather than citizens.

Peter Herrmann took part in the International Conference Public Administration in the XXI

Century. Traditions and Innovations, which had been organised in Moscow from the 26th to the

28th of May 2008. He emphasised in his presentation of the Social Quality Approach that any

administrative and management strategies have to address the need of overcoming the

individualist economic model, by on the one hand Ôre-establishing the socialÕ, on the other hand

elevating the social from a state of pure social production as matter of necessities to a higher

stage of development.

 

May 26th, 2010 

New Perspectives for Thinking Social Law?

On occasion of his visit to Moscow, Peter Herrmann met  Andrey Korotayev, together with whom he
editor of the Almanac "History&Mathematics" (see below). An exciting discussion developed around the
topic convergence and divergence on the world systems level. Current work by Korotajev sheds new
light on the topic: By extrapolation of rates for the largest economies the commonly accepted view that
states a further divergence of global economies is actually qualified. Whereas divergence can be
confirmed until the late 1960s, we find a shift from then onwards. In short, looking at the most
influential countries, we find a tendency to convergence. Important is that these economies, independent
of their internal strength make in any case up to 70-80 percent of the world economy. So, observing the
new internal developments in a fresh light is hugely important.

Around the same time, we find actually other important developmental shifts, also for instance in
demographic terms.

http://www.ucc.ie/en/socialpolicy/www.socialquality.eu
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Is it by accident that all this happened around the time of what Wallerstein frequently highlighted as
major revolution? In this light it is well worthwhile to extend research on global legal developments -
human rights discussions, the development of social law and the like - by taking these economic
perspectives  closer into consideration. This can link quite appropriately with work already undertaken
by Herrmann, part of it published for instance in the book Social Quality - Looking for Global Social
Policy.

 

May 25th, 2010

Almanac History & Mathematics

Peter Herrmann had been appointed as fourth member of the editorial board of the ALMANAC

"HISTORY & MATHEMATICS, joining Andrey Korotayev, Leonid Grinin and Arno Tausch.

A text, stating the aim of the Almanac, says in the first edition:

"This almanac initiates a series of edited volumes dedicated to various aspects of the application

of mathematical methods to the study of history and society. It comprises articles that apply

mathematical methods to the study of various epochs and scales: from deep historical

reconstruction to the pressing problems of the modern world. On the other hand, all the articles

of this almanac are dedicated to the analysis, periodization, or modeling of global development.

It is shown that the mathematical modeling of historical macroprocesses suggests a fresh

approach to the periodization issue. The authors study these problems from different

perspectives (technological, economic, demographic, sociostructural, cultural-psychological,

linguistic). New quantitative insights on the dynamics of contemporary processes are presented.

These insights allow the authors to make a number of important forecasts on this basis."

You an read more and download the journal and order a hard copy by clicking the image:

http://www.ucc.ie/en/socialpolicy/www.socialcomparison.org
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May 23rd, 2010

Finland lectures autumn 2009: outlining welfare economics and
social quality

On this webside you can now find on the SIDEWAY (currently bottom of the pages) a series of nine
lectures that provide a general introduction into questions of social quality and its meaning in the
context of cooperative studies and welfare economics.

The lectures go back to teaching in Finland at the (then - autumn 2009) University of Kuopio, which is
now the University of Eastern Finland. 

May 21st, 2010

Social Pedagogy for the Entire Lifespan"?

Some time ago the book The Diversity of Social Pedagogy in Europe (edited by Kornbeck,

Jacob/Rosendal Jensen, Niels) had been published as part of the series Studies in Comparative

Social Pedagogies and International Social Work and Social Policy. Here as PDF some Info - The

Diversity of Social Pedagogy in Europe or on the website under volumes.

http://urss.ru/cgi-bin/db.pl?lang=en&blang=en&page=Book&list=Found&id=53184
http://www.ucc.ie/en/socialpolicy/Sideway/
http://www.uef.fi/uef/english
http://sozialvergleich.org/
http://www.ucc.ie/en/media/The%20Diversity%20of%20Social%20Pedagogy%20in%20Europe.pdf
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Currently the editors work on a new book on this topic, the working title being "Social

Pedagogy for the Entire Lifespan"?

A contribution by Peter Herrmann will engage with the topic from the social policy perspective,

looking on the one hand for the challenges for social policy as shaping social quality rather than

answering emergency situations. On the other hand this will means engaging with mainstream

classifications of welfare regimes as brought forward for instance by Esping-Andersen.

It is hoped that the first volume of the new work will be published end of the year and give a

further boost to the series which is edited by Peter Herrmann with the support of a truly global

editorial board.

May 15th, 2010

Greece. The IMF and the E.U.'s Dictate and German
Responsibility

Attac's Scientific Advisory Council published a Position paper under the title Greece. The IMF and the
E.U.'s Dictate and German Responsibility. It strongly argues against the short sighted view which allows
blaming the victims - historically and with respect to current debates. Current policies are in many EU
countries no geared to weaken the position of those who already suffer from the social war
mongers. Click to read the document. 

May 10th, 2010

From the European to the International Journal of Social Quality

The European Journal of Social Quality is now relaunched as International Journal of Social Quality. The
shift is due to the close collaboration with partners from different countries, in particular Asian
countries. This is meant to tackle as well wider issues, namely the danger of Eurocentrism which had
been to some extent built in the work of the work of the European Foundation on Social Quality. The
editorial board and the international advisory board had been changed also and it is hoped that this will
give new impulses. However some faces remain: Peter Herrmann will continue his work on
the international advisory committee.
The two issues per year of the journal are published by Berghahn.

May 7th, 2010

Nomination as fellow at James Cook University in Australia

Peter Herrmann had been granted a fellowship at the Cairns Institute, James Cook University in

Australia. The special interest behind the invitation is Herrmann's work as senior advisor to

the Foundation on Social Quality, The Hague. The work of the Foundation is in recent years

strongly oriented towards urban and metropolitan areas. Notwithstanding the need of pushing

this work further, Herrmann wants to investigate the meaning of the social quality approach for

http://www.attac-netzwerk.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Gremien/Wissenschaftlicher_Beirat/Discussion%20Paper%20Greece%20-%20Scientific%20Advisory%20Council%20of%20Attac%20Germany%20-%20May%202010.pdf
http://journals.berghahnbooks.com/eq/index.php
http://www.ucc.ie/en/socialpolicy/www.socialquality.eu
http://journals.berghahnbooks.com/eq/index.php?pg=editorial
http://berghahnbooks.com/
http://www.jcu.edu.au/cairnsinstitute/people/JCUTST_057571.html
http://socialquality.eu/
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the work with indigenous people and in particular the role of the community sector/community

development.

May 5th, 2010

New book project is well on the way: "New Princedoms – Critical
Remarks on Claimed Alternatives by New Life Worlds"

(Editor: Peter Herrmann; New Princedoms - Critical Remarks on Claimed Alternatives by New
Life Worlds (working title); Amsterdam: Rozenberg, forthcoming).

The aim is to bring some issues of more fundamental changes to the debate. Though new

governance, corporate social responsibility and empowerment are frequently discuss from

different sides, the present work aims on looking at some questions in the context of secular

changes. The underlying question is geared towards assessing current developments as matter

of a re-feudalisation. The contributions in the planned volume, written by Wendy Earles

(Australia), Brigitte Kratzwald (Austria) and Peter Herrmann, are looking still looking

predominantly at political questions. However, this compilation is part of a wider research

framework that wants to push research more towards the economic contexts. The editor of the

volume aims on looking more fundamentally into underlying shifts of the socio-economic system.

This should emerge at some stage into more detailed analysis and debates of the changes of

accumulation regimes.

Relevant is in this context another book on which the author works on the ground of his ongoing

cooperation with the French economist Paul Boccara.

The (working)outline of the present publication project on "New Princedoms Ð Critical

Remarks on Claimed Alternatives by New Life Worlds" is as follows:

Peter Herrmann: Introduction

Peter Herrmann: Organisations and Social Groups Ð Tertiarisation and Sectorisation in

Modern Societies

Wendy Earles: The Third Sector within a Market Paradigm Society

Peter Herrmann: Unbalancing the Economy Ð Unbalancing the Social

Peter Herrmann: CSR Ð Corporate Social Responsibility versus Citizens Social Rights Or: On

Regaining Political Economy

Brigitte Kratzwald: Precarity and Responsibility - Cornerstones of a New Mode of

Governmentality in Western European Societies? 
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Peter Herrmann: Empowerment Ð processing the processed

May 2nd, 2010 

Rozenberg Quaterly - launch of a new newsletter

Rozenberg publishing launched a newsletter that goes in an ambitious way beyond a means of web-
adversitsement and provides stimulating and thought-provoking information, aiming on developing and
providing a space for debate. The name of the project, still under development but online is Rozenberg
Quarterly. Peter Herrmann stated on the launch of the project: "It is  a special pleasure to be actively
involved in this project - not only as matter of space for publication but by way of being present as little
sting in a world which is increasingly afraid to go a wider pathway." He expressed his hope that such
wider pathway may be well recognised also as step to wiser policy-reflection.

April 28th, 2010

New Publication on its way: "Global Crossroads in Social Welfare"

The book "Global Crossroads in Social Welfare", edited by Elieth Eyébiyi Peter Herrmann and
Veronica Sheen entered the final line of production and in is hoped that the publication will be
launched during the Joint World Conference on Social Work and Social Development, scheduled for
June 2010. The conference is a major event organised by ISSW, ICSW and IFSW (see
www.swsd2010.org).
The following gives an abstract of the publication. Please, look for more information at
www.socialcomparison.org.

This volume brings together a cross-section of papers presented at the 33rd International Council of
Social Welfare (ICSW)  conference in Tours, France, in July 2008. The contributions raise important
topics offering great insight into the multiplicity of ways that nations and communities are responding
to the challenges of globalisation as well as internal demands for greater social justice and equality
as well as mechanisms for civil society. The authors are working across disparate national settings
which makes it especially interesting by providing very different perspectives and allows as well to
look at possible convergences. A main issue is that a global approach to social policy and social
development is required that is tailored to local communities.  It is as well underlined that limitations
on strict “professional” domains can easily do more harm than allowing gain. 

April 23rd, 2010

Soziale Passagen

http://www.rozenbergps.com/index.php
http://www.rozenbergps.com/Quarterly/
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Today Peter Herrmann attended the first meeting of the editorial board of the journal Soziale
Passagen. Journal für Empirie und Theorie Sozialer Arbeit. Wissenschaftlicher Publikationsort für
disziplin- und professionsbezogene Diskurse (http://www.sozialepassagen.de; founded in 2009) took
place, hosted at the Westfaelische Wilhelms Universitaet in Muenster, Germany where two of the
editors, namely Karin Boellert and Karin Bock are based.
The interdisciplinary character of the journal had been emphasised by the editors, meaning that the
science of social work (Soziale Arbeit - Social Professional Activity) has an own, independent
character but is also necessarily open to inspirations from other disciplines of the social sciences and
has to strive also for recognition of its own contribution to other disciplines.
It had been said in this context that one section in the journal: "Wiederentdeckt" ("re-covered")
deserves special attention. It wants to set a anti pole against the obliviousness of the discipline. Thus
it highlights in special articles earlier works which can be considered as landmarks of the
discipline(s).
An important issue during the debate has been as well the responsibility of scientific work, publishing
and editorial work which is increasingly in danger of threats coming from politics and economic
profit interests, emerging as threat of censorship.
The next issue will focus on "professions/professionalism". 

April 22nd, 2010

Social Policy - Developing Perspectives

During the stay in Debrecen, which had been part of the ERASMUS exchange, the work on a new
publication project had been discussed. It is a collaborative book-project, undertaken by Judit Csoba
(Debrecen), Juhani Laurinkari (Kuopio) and Peter Herrmann. The aim is to overcome borders in
viewing at social policy - understanding borders as matter of national traditions on the one hand but
also as borders between different disciplines. This wants to deal with a main problem of current
social policy debates, namely its reduction on being an annex of "modern, industrialist systems". 
The project shows that these ERASMUS-programs should surely not be solely seen as matter of
teaching but as well of developing cooperation in research and other work areas.
- And there is surely not least the other dimension of maintaining friendships and simply go for a most
delightful dinner or a trip into the lovely countryside of Eastern Hungary.

April 13th, 2010 

Extension of visiting professorship in Budapest for Peter Herrmann
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The Faculty of Economics,  Department of World Economics at Corvinus University in Budapest,

offered Peter Herrmann an extension of the visiting proferssorship which he holds already since 2009.

Herrmann met on this occasion as well with Blah—, Andr‡s and both agreed to intensify work on

tightening the link between economics and sociology. "Political science and in particular the science

of social policy is frequently seen as soft science whereas economics is considered as hard science.

However, it is necessary to validate the science of social science as 'hard science' and point equally

out that economics is not 'harder' than any other discipline in social science." The two colleagues

looked as well briefly at the results of the recent Hungarian elections. As negative as the results are

from the perspective of social progress, so the unanimous statement, as true is that they are just one

building block of an ongoing process in many countries.

Hermann emphasised that it is as well in this light important that the work on social quality elaborates

its link to for instance French RŽgulatinists and also World Systems Theory as it had been grounded

in particular by Immanuel Wallerstein, AndrŽ Gunder Frank, Giovanni Arrighi. Herrmann considers

not least his collaboration with the leading scholar from Austria, Arno Tausch, as extremely fruitful

for his own thinking. 

April 9th, 2010

Visit in Dublin

A group of some ten students, visiting Ireland for a study visit had been welcomed by Peter Herrmann

in Dublin. The group arrived under the guidance of Horst Kowaleswki from the Leuphania University,

Lueneburg, Germany. The study visit had been opened by a visit at the NESC where Helen Johnston

gave an introduction into Irish social policy. During the afternoon the group visited Focus Ireland,

thus making a step from words to action, from claims to reality.

Herrmann concluded this meeting by giving an overview about issues that allowed to look at the

current situation in a wider context: the vast field of social policy and the lack of it in today's Ireland

has to be seen against the background of the path from where it developed: A nearly postmodern

society that has never been able to fundamentally eradicate  its colonialist past.

After the meetings and discussion Herrmann travelled to Budapest, the first step of a journey to

various European places.

March 29th, 2010

Synergies

Synergy is one of the buzzwords in many political debates today, and usually aiming on enhancing

the productivity and efficiency of given systems by consciously producing and exploiting external

effects by their integration. An exciting teaching experience is teaching on a very similar topic in
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entirely different contexts. Social policy in a wide understanding in a Department of Applied Social

Science with a dominant orientation on Social Work on the one hand; and teaching this subject at the

Faculty of Economics on the other hand. It makes not least clear that social policy is not about virtues

and different sets of "values", defined outside of the economic systems. At the core stands the

question what economy is really about and how we work for different ways of thinking in terms of

interests in this economic thinking rather than different values.

On the course by Peter Herrmann at the Corvinus University, Budapest, Faculty of Economics,

Department of World Economics see 

http://economics.uni-corvinus.hu/index.php?id=14767#c35636

March 25th, 2010 Social Development - Or is it Standstill?

It is interesting what had been said and what had not been said - and also whichgovernments said

something and who preferred to remain in silence. In any case, going through the statements by

governments that had been submitted to the recent session of the UN-Comission for Social

Development it remains doubtful if there is any true commitment carried on from Copenhagen:

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csd/2010govts.html

But how can we expect much more and different - looking at the statements ofNGOs it is remarkable

to which extent the strand of the debate is still dominated by explicit religious sentiments:

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csd/2010_ngostats.html

March 24th, 2010

A new working paper had been uploaded on the website - it is the 20th in this series and includes now

some of the work Peter Herrmann undertook  awhile ago in Taiwan (the document is only available in

Chinese language which had been provided by the Social Policy Centre at the National Taiwan

University, Taipei, Taiwan. Personal Thanks go to Professor Lih-Rong Wang.

March 23rd, 2010 

A new report (in German language) had been submitted to the Max-Planck Institute for Foreign and

International Social Law, looking at some core developments of recent legislation in the area of social

policy. The report develops as well some basic lines of the development of the crisis and the reaction

to it.  

March 12th, 2010

Peter Herrmann had been invited to address the 8th International Conference "Public Administration
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in the XXI Century: Traditions and Innovations", to be held in Moscow from the 26th until the 28th

of May. He collaborated with Laurent J.G van der Maesen on a presentation titled "Social Quality -

Social Policy and Beyond".

March 11th, 2010

Bologna and Beyond: Catchwords of the Agenda

Beyond ... - today it means Budapest where we are facing a grey day, unexpectedly back to snow

mixed with rain.

Beyond is captured by the following catchwords:  

Òemployability, employers and employees, European standards and guidelines for Quality Assurance,

flexible/individual learning paths, formal/non-formal/informal learning, higher education institutions,

learning outcomes, linking education and research, mobility, National/European Qualification

Framework, new skills and competences, partnership, recognition of prior learning, students, student-

centered learning, study/training period abroadÓ

These are taken from the invitation to the Bologna Ministerial Anniversary Conference, taking place

today and tomorrow in Budapest and Vienna respectively. Well, seems that there is still something

about the Habsburg Monarchy then. Though there is some pronounced difference as well if we dare a

comparison of today with preceding times: Earlier education had been seen in a holistic way, as

matter of the formation of Ògood citizensÓ, under the Òfatherly good will" and for the sake of

compliance; but still leaving at least some space for emancipatory thought. Today education is

reduced to the understanding of complete subordination under instrumental reasoning. And this

orientation includes the complete commodification as it is well reflected in the catchwords reproduced

above. Leaving the practical problems aside, there is the fundamental question why for instance the

UCC-homepage speaks so often about Awards, and Openness and mentions so little about the

challenges we are facing.

One ÒawardÓ not mentioned so far on the site: EUrope ÒcelebratesÓ 2010 as ÒYear for Combating

Poverty and Social ExclusionÓ. Well, yes Ð but not really well:

ÒThe European Union is one of the richest areas in the world, but still 17% of EU citizens have such

limited resources that they cannot afford the basics.Ó

(http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=637 - 11/03/2010)

Not only Germany has its winter's tale

(http://socialpolicy.ucc.ie/heinrich_heine_Deutschland_A_Winter's_Tale.htm) - winter is now as

global as it barely had been before.
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March  9th, 2010

A QUESTION

UCC's website announced yesterday the launch of a new scheme:

Pathways to Learning - Linking Learners and Libraries

08.03.2010 Access to Libraries and Archives will become more accessible with the launch of the

Pathways to Learning (PAL) announced today (March 8th 2010) at University College Cork (UCC)

by the Minister for Education & Science, Mr Batt OÕKeeffe, TD.

However, I dare to ask: why do we close education in the first instance?

March 6th, 2010

A new book had been published under the title Highways, Crossroads and Cul de Sacs. Journeys into

Irish Youth & Community Work. The book is edited by Paul Burgess and Peter Herrmann and

published in Bremen y Europaeischer Hoschulverlag.

It is volume VIII of the book series studies in comparative social pedagogies and international social

work and social policy. Further information can be found on the website: www.socialcomparison.org

February 25 th , 2010

In yesterdays presentation under the title ÒIntegrity Ð Individuality Ð InformationÓ (see the

international conference "Deviance and Maintenance of Intellectual Safety of the Educational Area")

Peter Herrmann emphasised that the common talk of the information society is very much an epitome

of a misunderstood and one-sided approach to modernisation. In his opinion the concept of

information itself is closely linked to the individualist as it emerged from the modernisation as

bourgeois concept and the utilitarian approach in economic thinking. During his speech he highlighted

as well the danger for the educational system if it remains limited on the concept of information. With

reference to Horkheimer and Bloch, he pointed on the need to investigate the need to go beyond

instrumental reasoning and to explore spaces for action as spaces of opportunities for new and

integrated developments rather than reducing activities on technical possibilities. Ð The edited

presentation will be published in the conference proceedings.

Peter Herrmann had been invited to address the international conference "Deviance and Maintenance

of Intellectual Safety of the Educational Area".

The event takes place on February 24th, 2010 in Moscow.

Archive_2

August 14th, 2010

Journal Social & Public Policy Review

Peter Herrmann had been appointed to the International Advisory Board of the Journal Social & Public

http://www.uppress.co.uk/socialpublicpolicyreview.htm
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Policy Review of which Mark Hyde is the editor in chief.

The aim of the journal (which publishes fully peer-reviewed articles) is not least to keep the broader

spectrum of social policy alive rather than focussing on narrowly designed empiricist features.

Other members are as follows

As Editors

Mark Hyde, Senior Lecturer in Public Policy and Management, University of Plymouth, United

Kingdom

Nicholas Johns, Lecturer in Criminal Justice, University of Plymouth, United Kingdom

Michael Sheppard, Professor of Social Work, University of Plymouth, United Kingdom

Gayle Letherby, Professor of Sociology, University of Plymouth, United Kingdom

International Advisory Board

Silvia Borzutzky, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, United States; Idit Weiss, Bob Shapell

School of Social Work, Tel Aviv University, Israel; Eric Chui, School of Social Science, University of

Queensland, Australia; James Midgley, University of California, Berkeley, United States; Ling How

Kee, Universiti Malaysia Sarawak, Malaysia; John Gal, Hebrew University, Israel; Pete Squires,

University of Brighton, United Kingdom; Alex Kouzmin, University of New South Wales,

Australia; Glenn Drover, University of Dalhousie, Canada; George Giarchi, University of Plymouth,

United Kingdom; Bill Jordan, University of Huddersfield, United Kingdom; Paul Iganski, University

of Essex, United Kingdom; Christian Suter, University of Neuchatel, Switzerland; Michael Connolly,

University of Glamorgan, United Kingdom; Barbara Bagilhole, Associate Dean Research,

Loughborough University, United Kingdom; Roger Evans, School of Law, Liverpool John Moores

University, United Kingdom; Andy Knowles, Research Fellow, Cornwall Business School, United

Kingdom; Michael Oliver, Ecole Superieure de Commerce de Rennes, France; Marion Mohle,

University of Applied Sciences, Esslingen, Germany; Allan Maram, Saint Louis University, Saint

Louis, United States; Brij Mohan, Louisiana State University, United States

http://www.uppress.co.uk/socialpublicpolicyreview.htm
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August 11th, 2010

Social Policy or Economics? - The old question to be asked again.

It is an old question - and the answers are surely varied, as such also reflecting different national

tradition.

Peter Herrmann got involved in teaching a new PhD-course that is offered in collaboration of the

University of Eastern Finland, Institute of Social Science and the Hochschule Wismar, Faculty of

Economics. Lecturers and supervisors come, in addition from other countries too.

The course aims on opening a field in which allows students overcoming the harmful disciplinary

differentiation that undermine in many cases development of sound research and policy development.

 

 

 

August 9th, 2010 

Development - Respect

Development is surely also about respect - respecting the needs and requirements but also the

potentials and existing resources, capabilities and own expression and interpretation of interest. This

is even more important and challenging in a world of globalisation and globality.

Peter Herrmann had been challenged to prove this by being invited to meet - together with the Tropical

http://www.jcu.edu.au/cairnsinstitute/people/JCUTST_057570.html#_Tropical_Leaders
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Leaders of the Cairns Institute - high ranking representatives of the Department of Community Development of

Papua New Guniea. He had been asked to discuss the Social Quality Approach and the merits it may have

to offer for the country.

Part of the challenge for Peter is to prove the not only the social quality approach as viable but also to

prove the work on Human Rights he did over the recent years. 

August 7th, 2010

Smart Development again ... - and what third level education is about and what
society we live in  

The recent lecture in Townsville which had been undertaken in the framework of Peter Herrmann's

visiting fellowship at the Cairns Institute is now availableonline. Although the title is the same as that of

the previous lecture in Cairns, talking about Smart Development and Human Rights is undertaken here in a

different way. (Mind: relative long download/opening time).

one of the concerns is third level education.

The presentation gives also an insight in some more aspects of the social quality approach.

(A youtube-version is in preparation).

August 3rd, 2010

Globalisation? or Walls, Fences, Borders and Boundaries?

"Walls,Fences, Borders and Boundaries. Essays on Social Exclusion, Inclusion and Integration" is the

title of a new book which is edited by Mayra Besosa Sharon Loree Allen, Anthony Ohalloran and

Chengiah Ragavan and published at KendallHunt publishing.

It deals with the various sides of bordering - including a contribution by Peter Herrmann that critically

discusses the old "German Question", looking at The 'Berlin Wall': Breaking Down Structures -

Breaking Down Relationships. 

The contribution takes a rather distinct approach by emphasising not only the historical dimension but

also by establishing a link to a political-economic context that is informed by an understanding of

formational changes. - As such, the article is surely also of interest for considerations on challenges

we face by globalisation.

Mayra Besosa from the California State University San Marcos deserves a special thanks for her

editorial work!

http://www.jcu.edu.au/cairnsinstitute/people/JCUTST_057570.html#_Tropical_Leaders
http://www.jcu.edu.au/cairnsinstitute/index.htm
http://www.pngfamilies.gov.pg/
http://www.socialquality.eu/
http://www.jcu.edu.au/cairnsinstitute/index.htm
http://blackboard.ucc.ie/webapps/lobj-podcast-bb_bb60/files/_513807_1/Public%20Lecture%20-%20Cairns%20Institute%20-%20Townsville%20July%2026.mp4
http://blackboard.ucc.ie/webapps/lobj-podcast-bb_bb60/files/_513807_1/Public%20Lecture%20-%20Cairns%20Institute%20-%20Townsville%20July%2026.mp4
http://www.socialquality.eu/
http://www.kendallhunt.com/
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August 1st, 2010

Adding a technical note to the recent item (from July 30th - Relying on Hope on
Virtues or on Claims of Rights?

The lecture is now also available as one file and in a technically better format. Click here to view and

listen. 

July 30th, 2010

Relying on Hope on Virtues or on Claims of Rights?

The presentation, Peter Herrmann gave last monday in Cairns is now available on Youtube - you may

follow these links:

1- 2 - 3 - 4 - 5 - 6 - 7 - 8  

Although Herrmann underlines in the Presentation Cairns: Smart Development (221kB)the meaning of

virtues, he underlines in the lecture (technically it had to be split into different parts) that thy need a

foundation in a sound approach to societal policies - this topic had been further elaborated in a lecture

in Townsvill of which the recording will hopefully also soon available on youtube. 

July 27th, 2010

Lost Virtues, Lost Social, Lost Existence? - Or: Where does peace go with the
internet?

I will not start a debate about the meaning of the Internet - its advantages and disadvantages, its

effects on development and personalities or anything like it. Let alone will I enter any consideration

on technological issues that are effecting and changing our life in this connection. In principal my

very simple nature is just happy to (and fascinated by) occasionally pressing a key and seeing that

http://blackboard.ucc.ie/webapps/lobj-podcast-bb_bb60/files/_513077_1/The%20Cairns%20Institute%20Public%20Lecture%20-%20Smart%20Development%20or%20Social%20Rights.mp4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptP_9aSxJYg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9CYEBNslCY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SiA2t9iaUEY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmWYSFStIzM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08CqESJuDSU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tcdfK9sAlI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YeWFS3G7ERE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8r2detktut0
http://www.ucc.ie/en/media/Smart-Development-or-Human-Rights_Cairns.pptx
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something happens, and in many cases this something is actually what I wanted to see when decided

to press this and no other key(combination).

But I had been struck by something that is relevant in this context. Many people make a fuzz about

virtues, reclaiming Aristotelian virtues and pray to overcome even the banking crisis bay calling for

corporate responsibility. Now, as said on several occasions - including yesterdays lecture at the James

Cook University in Cairns, organised by the Cairns Institute (watch out for the recording which will be

soon be available and announced on this website), I don't really believe in this. I think such crisis is

more about the "loss of a social perspective" in the understanding of an entirely mislead economic

and property structure - a working paper on the topic of Corporate Social Responsibility had been published

some time ago.

Now, it seems to be that things are not as problematic as I thought them to be - they are even more

problematic. A new proposal suggests to put the Internet forward for ...: Yes, the slogan is "Internet for

Peace" and concludes that the internet would be an appropriate Nobel laureate.

As said, I do not want to contest the goods and bads, the values and detriments of the net - not in

general, not in respect of democracy, education, peace ...(nor oppression, dulling of minds,

war(mongering)

But I have to ask one question: The ruling classes took agency away from the people - history is

about great men (of course, not women - as little as god allowed to have another god at the side, men

did not allow other makers at their side - and to be honest i do not believe in god, and little I believe

in [great] men) the new rulers want to make us think that great men should be replaced - by machines,

technologies and ...

.... and in the background there may be a little gnome, like in the fairy tale, singing

To-day do I bake, to-morrow I brew

The Day after the queen's child comes in;

And oh! I'm glad that nobody knew

that the name I am called is Rumpelstiltskin!

As much as you may be in favour of the net as such, always consider also this: instead of celebrating

people, personalities and possibly as well groups, possibly vanguards, this new suggestion is also

about celebrating the completion of alienation.

 

July 23rd, 2010

The Current Crisis - A Crisis of Lost and Mislead Virtue and Greed or a Matter of
Extremist Capitalist Accumulation Strategies 

Peter Herrmann, currently holding the position of a research fellow at the at the Cairns Institute will give

presentations under the title

Smart Deveopment or Human Rights?

http://www.jcu.edu.au/cairnsinstitute/about/JCUTST_057560.html
http://www.ucc.ie/en/socialpolicy/WilliamThompsonWorkingPapers/WT_WP-18_Herrmann_CSR.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/internetforpeace
http://www.jcu.edu.au/cairnsinstitute/people/JCUTST_057571.html
http://www.jcu.edu.au/cairnsinstitute/about/JCUTST_057560.html
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at the Cairns and the Townsville Campus of the James Cook University. An important point he wants

to raise arguments against problematising of the current crisis on grounds of a loss of values and

responsibility. 

As he states his forthcoming book NEW PRINCEDOMS - CRITICAL REMARKS ON CLAIMED

ALTERNATIVES BY NEW LIFE WORLDS (Rozenberg Publisher) such arguments "especially if

they go hand in hand with highlighting greed as major issue of the current economic crisis Ð they are

at most dangerous romanticism, at worst and certainly in analytical perspectives they are not much

more than a na•ve call for new charismatic leadership under the rule of an intellectual elite claiming

secular divinity Ð heaven on earth."

The presentations are scheduled for Monday, 26th of July in Cairns and Friday, 30th of July in
Townsville.

invitation_presentations_Cairns_Townsville_07-2010 (340kB) 

July 21st, 2010

Education and Fees - He has the answer! But what is the question?

In a note emerging from Dr Declan Jordan's pen (Department of Economics, UCC) it says

on yesterday's website at UCC

"While there are positive benefits to society and the economy from greater numbers of graduates,
research has shown that the majority of the benefits from having a third-level education accrue to the
individual through higher earnings. This suggests that the majority of the cost of third-level education
should fall on the student benefitting from it. While there is also a private return to primary and
secondary education the social returns are much greater at these levels."

There is surely something to be said in favour of such a statement. However, there is surely more to

be said about the limitation of putting the question forward. And in the present correspondent's view

the question should focus on "what is education about and what should it be about?"

Sure, if we advocate further for perverting third level education to skills training, aiming on a limited

perspective of bringing people into jobs such an approach ay well be favourable. However, if we see

third-level education as what a truly humanist approach suggests: a contribution to developing full

personalities, developed as socially responsible beings, not acting primarily in their utilitarian self-

interest of neoliberal hegemons and hedonist dog-eat-dog-society the answer surely looks different. -

One may have studied even economics to maintain such perspective.

 

http://www.ucc.ie/en/media/invitations_presentation_Cairns_Townsville.pdf
http://www.ucc.ie/en/mandc/news/fullstory-104123-en.html
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There is a road for everything - but one should not loose the track out of sight.

bungee jumping cyclist and air cyclist, spotted in Cairns and Brisbane respectively. Taken by Peter

Herrmann who currently holds a visiting fellowship at the Cairns Institute

http://www.jcu.edu.au/cairnsinstitute/about/JCUTST_057560.html

