Course Title: MBSR Graduate Training Module in Book History and Textual Materiality

 

Coordinator Contact: Professor Graham Allen, Department of English; Email: mbsr@ucc.ie; Tel: 490 2775

 

Brief Outline: This new interdisciplinary and non-period specific module provides an opportunity for an in-depth exploration of the origins and development of the book as a material object, and the various agents involved in its production, dissemination and reception, from the manuscript culture in the medieval period through to the mass consumerism of the printed book in the nineteenth century.  The impact of digital technology on the study of book history will also be explored. This course will offer graduate students the opportunity to:

 

       gain a broad historical understanding of the mutually informative relationship between writing technologies and culture in western society

       appreciate the collaborative nature of book production, dissemination and reception, and thereby engage in a concrete way with theoretical notions of the author and reader 

       partake in a variety of case studies of the material book from different periods of history

       consider how books are marketed and presented to readers

       conduct original research in this subject through the student’s development of a case study of their own chosen text as a material object and /or develop writing skills and a publishing profile by partaking in the development of a glossary of terms and the production of an annotated bibliography.

 

 

MBSR Graduate Training Module in Book History and Textual Materiality

Course Syllabus (Provisional)

	Day One (28th April) 
	Content
	Instructors

	10.30-11.20
	Theories of Reading & Textual Production in the European Middle Ages
	 Carrie Griffin 

	11.20-11.35
	Tea / Coffee Break
	

	11.35-12.30
	Early Modern Materiality: Manuscripts and Print 
	Siobhán Collins

	12.30-1.30
	Lunch

	1.30-2.20
	Copyright
	Mary O’ Connell

	2.20-2.35
	Tea / Coffee Break
	

	2.35-3.30
	T.B.C.
	Órla Murphy


	Day Two (29th April) 
	Content
	Instructors

	10.30-11.20
	Palaeography & Codicology I
	Carrie Griffin 

	11.20-11.35
	Tea / Coffee Break
	

	11.35-12.30
	Textual Variants and Principles of Editing
	Siobhán Collins

	12.30-1.30
	Lunch

	1.30-2.20
	The Rise of the Literary Marketplace in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century
	Mary O’ Connell

	2.20-2.35
	Tea / Coffee Break
	

	2.35-3.30
	Collaborative Authorship in the Romantic Period
	Graham Allen


	Day Three (30th April) 
	Content
	Instructors

	10.30-11.20
	Palaeography & Codicology II
	Carrie Griffin 

	11.20-11.35
	Tea / Coffee Break
	

	11.35-12.30
	Theory Class: Barthes / Foucault / Miller
	Graham Allen / Siobhán Collins 

	12.30-1.30
	Lunch

	1.30-2.20
	Case Study: Marginalia
	Mary O’ Connell

	2.20-2.35
	Tea / Coffee Break
	

	2.35-3.30
	Research Discussion of Student’s Case Studies
	Collins / Griffin / O’ Connell








